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fited card for 
1 worst judge 
in Britain’ 


Winners for pictures... and words 


iy Jason Bennetto 

nrfe Correspondent 


lie loan voted the “worst judge 
l Britain* 7 made legal history 
esterday by resigning after a re- 
ort conducted that his conduct 
ad weakened “public confi- 
ence in the whole judicial 
recess'*. 

The decision by Sir Jeremi- 
h Hannan, 67, to stand down 
nom his £1 12,01 1 job as a High 
.burt judge follows a contro- 
errial. career, which has seen 
he of the judiciary's most se- 
jor members regularly arifiased 
?r being rude and a bully. Fif- 
;en of bis judgments are cur- 
rat being challenged in the 
burl of Appeal. 

It is believed to be the first 
me that a High Court judge 
as resigned after criticism, 
nd his departureraisesques- 
ons about who polices the 

00 High Court judges. Only 
ariiament can sack a judge, al- 
rough this power has never 
een used. 

Three Court of Appeal 
idges yesterday published a 
amning report of Mr Justice 
lannan’s treatment of a farmer 
ankrupted by a confidence 
Tckster. who was kept waiting 
3r 20 months before judgment 
|ts given in his negligence ae- 
on against accountants. 

Some lawyers were so con- 
rraed at the amount of time 
le judge was nun mating on the 
ase that they contemplated 
iking out an insurance policy 

1 case he died. 

Mr Justice Hannan con- 
icted the Lord Chancellor af- 
- hearing his fellow judges’ 
icaJ comments and told him 
• ,*s intention to resign from 
;; »riL Lord Irvine accepted 
resignation and a state- 
mi from the Lord Chancel - 
j*s Department said he was 
^tremely concerned'’ about 
lengthy delays in giving 
IgmenL He added that be had 


noted the comments of the ap- 
peal judges and “shares their 
concerns”. 

Lords Justice Peter Gibson. 
Brooke and Mummery ordered 
a retrial of the fanner Rex 
Goose’s case after hearing that 
Mr Justice Hannan had for- 
gotten large parts of the essen- 
tial facts and evidence in the 
case by the time be came to give 
judgment. They accused him of 
.making incorrect statements 
and mistakes in the judgment. 

The case began on 7 June 
1994 and legal argument end- 
ed on 13 July. It was then that 
the wait for judgment - one of 
the longest on record - began. 

When be finally delivered he 
dismissed the case. Mr Goose, 
a farmer of Spalding, Lin- 
colnshire; had claimed damages 
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"Who is Gazza? Isn’t 
there an operetta called 
La Gazza Ladrai” 

“I’ve always thought 
there were only three 
kinds of women: wives, 
whores and mistresses." 

Oh Oasis: “I certainly 
have not heard of the 
band." 


arising from allegations that ac- 
countants involved in the pur- 
chase of farm property in 
France had been in breach of 
their duty of care for ownership 
of property and had acted de- 
ceitfully. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson 
said in his judgment yesterday: 
“The court is driven to take this 
exceptional course [a retrial] on 
the ground that a substantial 
miscarriage of justice would be 
occasioned to Mr Goose by al- 
lowing the judge’s decision to 
stand.” 

He added: “Conduct like this 
weakens public confidence in 
the whole judicial process. Left 
unchecked it would be ulti- 
mately subversive of the rule of 
law. Delays on this scale cannot 
and will not be tolerated. A sit- 
uation like this must never oc- 
cur again ” 

The resignation ends a 16- 
year career as a High Court 
judge, in which Mr Justice Har- 
man gained notoriety for his ig- 
norance of the wider world. He 
famously claimed to be un- 
aware of the existence of Paul 
Gascoigne, Bruce SpringsieeD 
and Oasis. And he once told a 
woman witness who wanted to 
be referred to as Ms: “Tve al- 
ways thought there were only 
three kinds of women:' wives, 
whores and mistresses." 

LegolBusmess, the magazine 
which carried out the poll in 
which he was voted the profes- 
sion’s least favourite judge in 
three separate years, also 
dubbed him “dreadfully rude, 
discourteous, bullying _ very 
unpredictable and nasty”, al- 
though it noted his intellectual 
capacity. The magazine’s 
deputy editor, Sarah Marks, 
said Mr Justice Hannan was not 
the only case of a poor judge. 

She said: “Bad teachers can 
be sacked and bad doctors 
struck off. But judges seem to 
go on for ever and ever.” 

Horrible Harman , page 3 l 





The Independent has received more 


commendations than any other national 
newspaper hi this year's Nikon Press 


Awards* the most prestigious 
photographic competition in Britain. The 
judges commended six Independent 
photographers across four categories: 
features, fashion, sport and press 


photographer of the year. Sheridan Morley 


won the fashion award with this shot. In 


the World Press Awards, announced 


yesterday, the Independent on Sunday won 


the award for best arts picture. The prize 


capped a triumphant 24 hours for the 


Independent on Sunday which on Thursday 


was named Environmental Newspaper of 


the Year in the British Environment and 


Media Awards. Further images, page 14 


Clinton under pressure to delay Iraq strike 


fa the US Congress divided 
x military action against 
cj, the American public un- 
pared and the military un- 
aanced, the White House 
itoder pressure yesterday to 
ar an aerial strike and re- 
trie efforts to find a diplo- 
Sc solution to the impasse 
i. President Saddam Hus- 
L Washington’s hopes in- 


Seat records melt 

STOP temperature of J9.6C 
pete yesterday the hottest 
Ebruaiyday 00 record- Parts 
feriiasi were warmer than 
N south of France. Page 3 

lister wrangle 

he Ulster peace process de- 
ioratedinto a dispute over 
ether the IRA. carried out ; 
oiiBtflgy and whether Smn 
jfesfcoald be thrown out of 
tisSks. page 2 


creasingly rest on a mission to 
Baghdad by the UN Secre- 
tary-General, Kofi Annan. 

Officials in Washington, 
London, Paris and Moscow, as 
well as their representatives in 
the UN Security Council, were 
in urgent and constant com- 
munication yesterday, strug- 
gling to come up with a 
mandate for Mr Annan on 
which they could all agree. 

While sources dose to the 
negotiations in Washington said 


it was likely chat Mr Annan 
would travel to Baghdad, al- 
ternative diplomatic routes hav- 
ing a0 but reached a dead end, 
such a mission was not per- 
ceived to be risk-free. 

Mr Annan could achieve a 
breakthrough; he could return 
to New York empty-handed; 
but the worst outcome, ac- 
cording to the sources, would 
be for him to reach an agree- 
ment with President Saddam 
that would be unacceptable to 


Britain and America. In such an 
event the divisions within the 
UN would become wider and 
more acrimonious. 

“If the Secretary-General 
goes to Baghdad,” said a 
source, “he must do so with a 
mandate constrained by the 
sharp red lines set down dosyn 
by those parties with forces on 
the ground,” 

Yet those in the US camp 
who are drawing’ the red lines 
acknowledge that the gap is 


wide between the political ob- 
jectives sought by Washington 
and London and the military 
possibilities on the ground 
A US officer quoted in the 
New York. Timex said he doubt- 
ed any afr plan that would con- 
sist of just “putting boles in the 
desert”. Rur worse, other offi- 
cers said, was the prospect of 
putting holes in. Iraqi women 
and children. Hie mood in the- 
US Congress, meanwhile, is 
hesitant While the leaders of 


It’s time to massacre St Valentine’s Da/ 

By Steve Boggan end of National Marriage Week. In- Valentine’s Day is more and more association's 

" evftabfc it provides the excuse for a commercialised, wife social pressures in extra stall 

■ a 1 YUA thev dubbed Yfalen- thousand surveys which tarn np “find- being brought to bear on men, in par- die the extr 
When, m AJJ-4U- .. __ nn love, marriage and romance, ticnlai; to Be seen to be romantic. ; marking St Vj 

tine to death, they was _ u, e y Did you know we will spend £22m on Fantastic then, given that failure to For men w 

doing. The only p flowers today? (Flowers and Plants As- gain-ion erection is often brought oa.by mance comes 

then went and maueMra gociation). Or that almost 25 per cent pressure, that St Vales tine's Day has quels, bundu 

earned a ifef Infos “o * of^aniage proposals are made in bed? been chosen as National Impotence Day minion roses 

As a result, P^P^. _ — (D efiniti ve Guides). Or that Arsenal The Impotence Association has given be -EngUsh r 

supporters are more likely to recede a 

Ibtentme's Day card than any other 
team's fans? (The Royal Mad). Or that 
men are more likely to be given a pow- 
er drill orDIY tool than a romantic pie? 
yurf 1 (Variety C3ub Gold Heart Appeal). 


can’t afford, eat ,t 

Natimd toPOW" Day and&flsattltt 


Valentine's Day is marie and more 
commercialised, with smial pressures 
being brought to hear on men, in par- 
ticular; to Be seen fo be romantic. 

{fantastic then, given that failure to 
gain-an erection is often brought onby 
pressure; that St Vales tine's Day has 
been chosen as National Impotence Day. 
The Impotence Association has given 
way to tiie inevitable and adopted 14 
Ffebniaiy after a private dink named 
the dgy-and was bombarded by the me- 
dia, which found the timing imsistibtei 
i * *Tt attracted a lot of attention, so we en- 
dorsed it this year? said Ann Craig the 


association's director: “We’re bringing 
in extra staff for our helpline to ban - 
die the extra caffs. We don’t mind 
marking St Valentine's Day if it helps." 

For men with no such problems, ro- 
mance comes with mountains of bou- 
qbets, bunches and blooms indudfeg 7 
million roses. But odds are they wont 
be English ro$es. Because of the St 
’Nfalen tine’s demand for tben^ nearly all 
are Imported, so those you give toyour 
lover were prohabiy grown in Colombia, 
India, Israel, Kenya or Zimbabwe. 

Ihe Impotence Association helpline 
number is 0181 767 779JL 
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Pro-lifers put 
stop to the 
abortion pill 


By John Lichfield 

and Jeremy taurauce 

PRODUCTION of the abor- 
tion pill, mifepristone, used by 
thousands of women in Britain, 
has been suspended and exist- 
ing supplies will last only until 
the end of the year. 

The pill, which also has po- 
tential as a contraceptive and as 

a possible treatment for breast 
cancer, has fallen victim to op- 
position from pro-life groups 
which believed, wrongly, that it 
opened the way for do-it-your- 
self abortions. 

Hoechst the giant German 
pharmaceutical company, or- 
dered a French subsidiary to 1 
halt manufacture last year, 
partly as a result of threats by 
anti-abortion groups to boycott 
its other products. Sensitivity 
over the drug restricted pro- 
motion which in turn damaged 
profits. However, it emerged 
yesterday that the president of 
Hoechst, Wolfgang Hilger, is 

himself an opponent of abortion 
and had worries about the 
ethics of the drug. 

Hoechst has transferred the 
patent rights to Dr Edouard 
Sakiz who was a member of the 
team which discovered the drug 
in 1982. He hopes to reach 
agreements with a number of 
small companies to resume 
production but several large 
companies have already turned 
him down because they do not 
wish to become a target for the 
pro-life lobby. 

Dr Sakiz, who has formed a 
new company, Exelgyn. specif- 
ically to market mifepristone, 
formerly known as RU 486, told 


the French newspaper Libera- 
tion yesterday that existing 
stocks for Britain, Sweden and 
France - the only European 
countries which authorise the 
use of the drug — will run out 
next winter. However, a spokes- 
woman for Exelgyn in the UK 
claimed a deal with a manu- 
facturer had now been done and 
production was expected to re- 
sume in the autumn. 

The pifl has been a constant 
target of anti-abortion groups. 
Although it is legal in the US, 
it is not on sale there. The re- 
sult is that it has never attained 
widespread use, despite Its im- 
pressive potential. Fart of the 
reason is that people thought 
that swallowing a pill opened 
the way to simple, do-it-your- 
self abortions at borne. In fact. 
Mifepristone takes four to six 
hours to work and can only be 
take n under medical supervi- 
sion in an abortion dinic, in case 
of ride effects. 

In 1996, it was used in 9,715 
abortions in the UK, less than 
6 per cent of the total. Surveys 
show up to a third of women 
would choose the drag if offered 
it but it has never been widely 
promoted. 

Mifepristone is also being re- 
searched as an emergency con- 
traceptive, as a male 
contraceptive, and as a treat- 
ment for breast cancer and the 
bowel condition Crohn’s disease. 




declaration 

new eau de toilette for men 


the two main parties state their 
support for the President, the 
rank and file, responding to the 
mood among a sceptical elec- 
torate, refused unanimously to 
support a resolution backing the 
use of force against Iraq. 

Curt Weldon, a Republi- 
can on the House of Repre- 
sentatives National Security 
Committee, spoke for maity col- 
leagues when he said: “Joe Six- 
pack is not convinced about 
what we’re doing over there.” 
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new eau de toilette for men 

Ca/tier 


Available from Cartier boutiques. 
Harrods. Harvey Nichols. Self ridges 
and selected branches of Allders. Debenhams. 
Fenwick, House of Fraser. John Lewis Partnership 
and leading independent perfumeries. 
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Blair reaches out to Clarke and Heseltme 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Tony Blair's aides have estab- 
lished links with senior Tories 
Kenneth Clarke, Michael Hes- 
eltine anil Lord Hurd to form 
a cross-party “Patriotic Al- 
liance" to. campaign for a sin- 
gle currency, it emerged last, 
night 

The move is just the latest il- 
lustration of the Prime Minis- 
ter’s plan to break down 
political boundaries and to form 
closer relationships with (ike- ' 
minded politicians in both the 


Conservative and Liberal De- 
mocrat parties. 

Already the Liberal De- 
mocrats have a seat on a Cab- 
inet committee on 
constitutional reform, and al- 
though the Conservative Euro- 
positives have no intention of 
quitting their party they too may 
be keen to move closer to the 
•Government 

Conservative and Labour 
politicians, and businessmen 
have met on several occasions 
for dinner or drinks. 

‘'Under the auspices of third 
parties there have been a num- 


ber of meetings and contacts 
and they are starting to thick- 
en up now ” one source said. 

“Good channels of commu- 
nication have been opened up 
across the political divide, for 
everyone to let each other know 
broadly what they are doing." 

The contacts, which have 
taken place between interme- 
diaries so far, are aimed at set- 
ting up a co-ordinating group 
through which both Conserva- 
tive and Labour enthusiasts 
can cooperate in a referendum. 

Last month Mr Blair made 
a public appeal for such mi al- 


liance in a speech, which was 
greeted with caution by senior 
Conservative dissidents includ- 
ing Mr Clarke and Mr Hesel- 
tine. 

Now aides to Mr Clarke, Mr 
Heseltine and Lord Huxd are 
believed to have met Govern- 
ment representatives to dis- 
cuss the plans. The . existing 
campaign group the European 
Movement has been suggested 
as a possible body to oversee the 
new Unis. 

A cabinet-type committee 
had been suggested, but the 
Conservatives would have had 


political difficulties in joining 
such a group because it would 
have caused a row within their 
own party. 

The revelation came as 
Euro-sceptic Conservatives 
seemed to be distancing them- 
selves from reports that they, 
too, were setting up a cross-par- 
ty campaign with the support of 
businessmen. 

Former Prime Ministers 
Baroness Thatcher and John 
Msqor, Tbiy former leader of the 
Lords Lord Cran borne, for- 
mer SDP leader Lord Owen, 
Labour former Minister Lord 


Shore and millionaire industri- 
alist Lord Hanson were, all 
named as likely participants. 

But yesterday a spokesman 
for Lady Thatcher’s office said 
she was not aware of any plan 
ready for take-off. 

“if they are going to launch 
a group, I don’t see her playing 
an active, organisational role or 
anything Ufa* that but, obviously, 
it is a subject she feels very 
stro ngly about,” be said. 

Asked if Lady Thatcher 
might play a figure-head role, 
the sp okesman said: “At the mo- 
ment 1 don’t know. We would 


have to wait." Lord Shore was 
not willing to comment today, 

while Lord Cranborne was out 

of the country and a source 
dose to John Major said hewas 
not aware of such a plan. 

Lord Owen said be would 
take an active role opposing a 
single currency, bill gave no hint 
of joining any such campaign. 

John Redwood, the Euro- 
Sceptic former Conservative 
Cabinet minister, said that in- 
stead of campaigning the Prune 
Minister should make his in- 
tentions clear on the single 
currency. 


“Mr Blair leaves the coun- 
try plunged in uncertainty. He 
won't tell us what his intentions 
are for the next election mani- 
festo on this crucial subject" he 
said. 

There were also reports last 
night that Norman Lament, 
the former Chancellor, was ex- 
pecting to enter the House of 
Lords thisyear as well as stand-; 
rng for a seat hi the European 
Parliament. 

Mr Lament has also just tak- 
en on the chairmanship of Con- 
servatives Against a Federal 
Europe. 
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Mourners at the funeral of loyalist Bobby Dougan, flanked by bandsmen and a UDA guard of honour; the IRA has been linked to his murder 


Photograph: Tom Pilscon 


Threats throw peace process into turmoil 


By Kim Sengupta in Belfast 


THE NORTHERN Ireland 
peace talks were in turmoil last 
night with bitter recriminations, 
threats of renewed bombing 
campaigns, warnings of legal 
actions, but no sign of a 
compromise. 

As the Prime Minister, Tbny 
Blair, Taoiseach Bertie Ahern 
and President Bill Clinton were 


" mCJ si »•£ 

all dragged into the deepening 
crisis, the key words in Belfast 
appeared to be "incontrovert- 
ible evidence". 

That is what Sinn Fein and 
the Social and Democratic 
labour Party (SDLP) were say- 
ing that the Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary must provide of IRA 
involvement in two murders 
before the expulsion of Sinn 
Fein from the peace talks could 
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EARTHQUAKE IN 

AFGHANISTAN 


Last week an earthquake killed over 4000 people in 
the Takhar Province of Afghanistan. Today thousands 
more are suffering in sub-zero temperatures - without 
shelter warmth, medical supplies or dean water. 
Despite the terrain, weather; and on-going dvil wan a 
Red Cross land convoy and two Red Cross Rights 
have already arrived in the region. But additional 
supplies are desperately needed to prevent further 
loss of life. 

We urgently need your help. Just £25, or as much 
as you can give, will help us to save lives. 


Please c al1 now with yotrr credit card donation. 

0345 315 315 

Orytra cm send * cheque or postal order with tbe coupon below. 



British Red Cross 
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. Signature. 
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be considered under the 
Mitchell peace principles. 

The day’s drama began with 
the announcement that the 
Chief Constable of the RUC, 
Ronnie Flanagan, had told the 
Government that the IRA was 
involved in the murder of loy- 
alist Bobby Dougan and drug 
dealer Brendan Campbell. 

Mr Blair had already spoken 
to Mr Ahem about the matter 
on Thursday night in a 15- 
minate telephone call, soon af- 
ter Mr Flanagan had passed on 
his views to the Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, Mo 
Mowlam. This was followed by 
another 15-minute call to Pres- 
ident Clinton at the White 
House by Mr Blair . 

Yesterday, during a visit to 
Enniskillen in the Province. Ms 
Mowlam said “The integrity of 
the talks process and the eom- 
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mitment to exclusively peaceful 
means are paramount and all 
parties must be created fairly 
and equally." Ms Mowlam re- 
fused to be drawn on whether 
she considered the available ev- 
idence to be “incontrovertible” 
simply adding that London and 
Dublin would “very carefully” 
consider the situation with the 
other parties to the talks. 

■ Unionist politicians were 
demanding that Sinn Fein 
should be kicked out of the 
talks, just as the Ulster Demo- 
cratic Party were after one of its 
linked organisations, the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters, had admit- 
ted responsibility for the mur- 
ders of three Catholics. 

The UDP, it has been indi- 
cated by the government, would 
be allowed back into the talks 
after serving a “suspension". 

.But Ulster Unionist leader 
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David Trimble questioned 
whether Sinn Fern should ever be 
let back into die peace process 
having “twice dishonoured if 5 - 
with the breaking of the first 
ceasefire and now the alleged 
murders. MP Jeffrey Donaldson 
of the UUP warned that his par- 
ty would consider asking for a ju- 
dicial review of the matter if 
effective action was not taken. 

But Sinn Fein emphasised 
that the RUC had not provided 
any evidence to link their “in- 
flammatory'’ claims of IRA re- 
sponsibility for the murders and 
repeated the warning by presi- 
dent Gerry Adams that without 
his party's involvement in the 
talks there would be no peace. 

Asking for Mr Flanagan to 
provide “incontrovertible evi- 
dence”, as it bad been the case 
with the UDP's expulsion, 
chairman Mitchell McLaughlin 


said: “If can be demonstrated 
that my party dishonoured or 
broke any of the commitments, 
fair enough, treat us as you’d 
any other party in similar cir- 
cumstances. But that evidence, 
if it wouldn’t stand up in a court 
of law, could hardly justify 
throwing ray party out of 
negotiations." 

The RUC were questioning 
10 people after the shooting of 
Mr Dougan, a prominent mem- 
ber of the Ulster Defence As- 
sociation. Out of those only 
three are now left in custody, 
and it is possible that if there is 
not enough evidence to con- 
tinue holding or charging them 
they will be released on Sunday 
night, before the talks move 
onto Dublin the following day, 
where the future of Sinn Fein 
in the peace process will be 
decided. 
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WEATHER 


The British Isles, noon today 


Atlantic chart, noon today 



General summary and outlook: 

77?e north and north-west of Scotland will have yel 
more heavy rain but the Northern Isles wilt turn 
showery. South-west Scotland will have sporadic 
drizzle, mostly near the coasts, but eastern Scot- 
land is going to brighten up attei early rain. North- 
ern Ireland and the north-west of England and 
Wales will be duff with drizzle in places, mostly 
near western coasts. Remaining parts of England 
and wales will have a pleasant, dry day with long 
sunny breaks attar early mist or fog has cleared. 
Rain will push southwards into Wales and northern 
England by early Sunday, then across the rest of 
England and Wales later in the day. Thai will herald 
a cooler Monday and Tuesday but most places will 
see some sunshine. A lew showers are possible 
down Ihe east coast and over the north and wesl ol 
Scotland. Steadier rain will move back into Scot- 
land Wednesday. 
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733 

Nottingham —17.16 

to 

731 

Nottingham _17.18 

to 

7.19 



World weather mw recant available fen a noon local Emu 


Albas 
AacHaod 
B. Aires 
Bangkok 
Banana 
Beirut 
Belgrade 
Bertta 
Boabay 
Brussels 


Cain 
Cape Town 
CowMaaca 
Christ chu r ch 


Corfu 

Darwin 

Matas 


17 63 
25 77 
23 73 
33 31 
14 57 

13 55 

14 57 
12 54 
31 83 
14 57 
14 57 

. 17 63 
s 30 86 
r 22 72 
c 28 82 
c 5 41 
I 14 57 
* 31 SB 
f 15 59 


Horace 

Frawkfurt 


Gibraltar 

Htdsbtkf 

HasgKbag 

Istanbul 

Jenttakn 


IB 50 
C 9 48 

r io so 
c 16 61 
C -7 IB 
f 23 73 


HevYwfl 

Klca 


Paris 


3. L&sqniT 
Lisbon 
LasAuguhs 
Madrid 


Malta 
Hefluame 
Mmtraai 
Moscow 
Munich 


11 52 
8 46 

19 66 
35 95 
16 61 

17 63 
14 57 
16 61 

18 64 

20 68 
36 

0 

11 52 


Reykjavik 
Rlode Jan 
MyaA 
Borne 
Stockholm 


•fa 


2 

-18 


In 

mwa 

— ~ ~ ~ 

wiraaw 


Woffington 
Zurich 


11 52 

15 59 
18 64 

12 54 
10 50 

9 32 
24 75 

13 55 

16 61 
2 36 

f 25 77 
c 25 77 
15 59 
5 41 
13 55 
7 45 
13 55 
24 75 
7 45 


Air quality 

IMnfayu nadfags 


London 
S England 

C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


Moo 
Moderate 
Good 
Moderate 
Good 
Good 
Good 


ouaouk tar today 

S0| hjl on. 

Good London Moderate Good 

£°°3 »,^ 19 ' and Moderate Good 

Good Wales Moderate Good 

Good c England Moderate Good 

god £ England Moderate Good 

Good Scofend Good Good 

Good N Ireland Good Good 


High tides 


AM HT PM HT 
03-43 7.1 1553 7 2 

Uwrpwl 00:45 9-1 13:00 92 

Avonmouth 08:5713.1 21:15119 

m (Abort Dock) 0&03 &A 20sl0 8.8 

Grewioc* Q2&7 33 14:15 33 

Dwi LMghabc 00*5 3.9 13sl4 4.1 


AA Roadwatch 

London, Ai between Mill Hill Circus and 
Rveways Comer. Roadwmta and restric- 
tions. Until May 31. 

London A3211 Blactturc Uratapass. 
Contraflow. Until April 15. 
SocWnghamshre, M4C Road- 
works and contraflow. Until 1999. 

Kent M2 J5-7 Bridge maintenance & 
restrictions. Until March 9. 

Bristol. M5 J18H9. Major roadworks on 
Avonmoutti Bridge. Until Jan 99. 

West Yorks: Ml J43-42 Staurton to Loft- 
house (M62). A contraflow and 50mph 
speed limit are in place. Until July 13. 
Cornwall. A38 Bodmin Parkway Station 
turning. Contraflow. Until June 1. 


Somerset MS J22-J23. Major road- £ 
worts & contraflow. Until March 31. ■ 


Cantos, At Alcontwry to Hadflon. Con- 
struction work Until December 31 1998. 
Suffolk A12 between Kessingtand and 
Wrentham. Restrictions until March 3. 
Derbyshire. A38 South Normanlm. Major 
roadworks. Until March 1. 
Leicestershire. Ml J24. Northbound adt 
st Ip closed. Use J23a Until Ajyfl 13. 
Merseyside A57. Knowtey. Roadworks 
at M57 Junction. Until Dec 3t 199fl 
North Yorks, AI Atortort to Gartorfo 

Roadworks until August 1. 


Ouf and about with AA Hoatl- 
Mtcll caU 0336 401 b he tesHna 

and rational indHc news Sauce tha Autano- 
We Asoctfflov Calfe rfagad si pa min 
(chop rate] <9p per mfoifflofreriBiK) me 
VAT. 


Sun and moon 
Sim riles: 


□ 


07.17 

17-14 


Moon rises: 2037 
Moan sets: 0029 


Last Quarter ftb 19 


asn.wewtiWte a ir w i M iwi 
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Records 
melted by 
February 
heatwave 
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^ l ^ Vfat ^ Jn -Smyth 

IN MANY parts of Britain, 
yesterday was the hottest Feb- 
■ ■ Tt?aiy .day since records began. 

pioperattires soared to 19.1C 
V. in. London and Barboturne, 

recorded the 
- hottestFebmary day ever, with 

|9 : 6C registered at 3pm, beat- 
ing -southern France which 
reached a high of 18C. 

It was the same over most of 

the country as Edinburgh, Glas- 
gow and Bir mingham ail broke 
their records for the time of year 
with temperatures around 16G 
; The average temperature in 
“rebruaiy is around 6C. 

In Blackpool, ice-cream 
vans cruised the promenade as 
children built sandcastles on the 
beach which was crowded with 
sun bathers. 

At Chester Zoo, an extra ad- 
mission gate had to be opened 

• to cope with the hordes of 
people taking advantage of the 
unseason aJ weather. 

. Chris Vere, a spokesman 
for the zoo, said: “The lovely 
weather has made the little 
animals a lot livelier, the lion 
cubs are dashing around play- 
ing and our baby Indian ele- 
phant Sithami has been out with 
her mtrm 

“The weather seems to have 
brought around 1,000 extra 
^people through die gate today.” 

* Around the East Anglian 
coast, sun-lovers paddled in the 
sea and lounged on the beach. 
“There have been people pad- 
dling, playing on the beach or 
just sitting on the sand or the sea 
wall,” said a spokeswoman for 
the tourist information centre in 
Lowestoft, Suffolk. "The town 
has been busy all day with peo- 


Pie in short sleeves and one or 
two m shorts- It’s been like a 
warm spring day. 

A spokeswoman for the 
tourist information centre in 
King’s Lynn, Norfolk, said: 

noticed that all our mu- 
seums have been very quiet. ITs 

tecause everyone has headed 
for the coast at Hunstanton-” 

The previous record high 
temperature in Britain during 
fkkniaiy was at Milford Haven 
inl972 which notched up 19.4 
degrees. 

A spokesman from the Me- 
teorological Office said: “The 
unusually warm weather is due 
to warm air coming from north 
Africa bringing unseasonably 
high temperatures around 10 
degrees higher than normal 
for this time of year.” 

The unseason al weather is 
expected to continue for the 
next few days although it will be 
slightly cooler. 

“We are not expecting the 
temperatures to r emain quite as 
high as they are at the moment 
but it is certainly not going to 
start freezing,” he said. 

But tbe warm weather has 
caused problems in some Scot- 
tish ski resorts where the mild 
temperatures have caused the 
snow to melt. 

At the Nevis Range ski re- 
sort, the highest in tbe country 
at 4006ft, there is snow on the 
higher slopes but visitors were 
being advised to bring theft- 
walking boots as well as ski gear. 

Caliy Fleming, marketing 
manager at the range, said: “Wfe 
are beginning to worry about 
[the lack of snow] but we often 
get a large fell in March and 
April so we are hopeful that it 
w31 not be a totally bad season.” 
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The ghost ship that refused to come back from the dead 


Kathy Marks 

looks into the 
twilight zone of 
the Goodwins 


The Goodwin Sands, three 
miles off the Kent coast, are a 
treacherous spot for seafarers. 
Thousands of ships have been 
wrecked there over the cen- 
turies, many of them sinking 
without trace, ground to dust by 
the abrasive sands. Locals call 
them the Great Swallower. 

The sands, often shrouded 
in mist, have spawned dozens 
of legends, none more endur- 
ing than that of tbe Lady Lovi- 




bund, a three-masted barque 
that foundered there on 13 
February, 1748, and is said to 
reappear in spectra! form 
every 50 years. 

. And so it was that yester- 
day, on the ship's 250th an- 
niversary, hotels and boarding 
houses in Deal were booked 
solid with ghost-hunters from 
as far afield as America, Italy 
and Germany. Thirteen of 
them managed to secure places 


on a fishing boat that left 
Ramsgate at first light on Fri- 
day the 13th, following the 
same fateful route as the Lady 
Lavibund. Andrew Tarbuck, 
26, telesales worker from New- 
castle, circled the date in his di- 
ary two years ago. “I read this 
story when I was a child, and 
I've been fascinated by it ever 
since,” he said. 

According to the version 
related by George Goldsmith- 


Carter, a former lightship crew- 
man, in his 1953 book, The 
Goodwin Sands, MatLovSnmd 
was sent to its watery grave by 
John Rivers, the first mate, as 
it set sail for Oporto. Tbe ship’s 
master, Simon Reed, had just 
got married, unaware that 
Rivers, his best man, was con- 
sumed by unrequited passion 
for his new wife. As they ap- 
proached the sands, Goldsmith- 
Cartcr wrote, Riversdelivered 


a “crushing blow” to Reed’s 
skull, then took the helm. 

In the cabin below, the 
wedding party was too preoc- 
cupied by the festivities to no- 
tice the change of course. 
When the ship crashed into the 

Goodwins, they were trapped. 
The Lavibund wait down with 
the loss of all hands. 

Aboard the 38-ft Bonaven- 
aae, skippered by Allan Booth, 
expectations were high yes- 


Watching brief: Two of 
the ghost hunters search 
the seas, above, for the 
‘Lady Lovibund*. Glimpsed 
through the mist — the 
Goodwin Sands lighthouse 
Photograph: Tom Pilston 

terday, but no ghostly vessel 
materialised. 

David Collyer, a local his- 
torian, believes that tbe legend 
has prosaic origins. “The mid- 
18th century was the height of 
the Deal smugglers,” he said 
“How better to keep people 
away from your nefarious ac- 
tivities ... than to inventa ghost 
story? Wfe not are talking about 
spirits of tbe ethereal kind but 
the ones found in bottles.” 
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Few regrets over departure of ‘Harman the Horrible’ 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

KNOWN by his victims as “Harman the 
Horrible”. Mr Justice Hannan - who re- 
igned yesterday after unprecedented crit- 
icism from fellow judges - is unlikely to be 
missed 

For the past 16 years. Sir Jeremiah Har- 
man, 67, a senior High Court judge, has 
been acquiring a reputation as a hector- 
ing bully with little interest in the outside 
world News yesterday that he was resi gning 
after a damnin g report into his handling 
of a damages case, in which the claimants 
were kept waiting for 20 months for a de- 


cision, was greeted with relief by many 
lawyers. Three Court of Appeal jiktees were 
critical of conduct which “weakens public 
confidence in the whole judicial process”. 

His unpopularity was reflected in be- 
ing voted as one of the worst judges cm tbe 
High Court bench in all three surveys of 
100 solicitors and barristers by Legal Busi- 
ness magazine. One interviewee said “He 
has reached unparalleled depths of aw- 
fulness. It is nothing short of an uncom- 
fortable adventure to appear before him, 
and in terms of delivering justice he is 
nowhere. He is impolite. He is the judge 
I least want to appear in front of.” 

He gained public attention for a num- 


WHAT FELLOW LAWYERS SAID ABOUT HIM 


Anonymous lawyers to Legal Business 
magazine: “Good riddance to bad 
rubbish.” 

And “He has reached unparalleled 
depths of awfulness" ’ 

judgment in the Court of Appeal: His 


ber of high-profile gaffes. When the for- 
mer guards officer was asked if be bad 
heard of fee rock group Oasis during a 1996 
court bearing, be replied: “I certainly 


conduct “weakens public confidence in 
die whole judicial process". 

Male barrister speaking in his support: 
“I deplore this tendency towards 
uniformity - there must be room for 
mavericks.” 


have not heard of the band, I don’t listen 
to bands. "At a bearing during the height 
of World Cup fever in 1990 when asked to 
grant an injunction halting an unauthorised 


biography of Paul Gascoigne, he said: “Is 
he a rugby or association footballer? Isn’t 
there an operetta called LaG a77aIad mT 

In 1992, he earned the nickname “the 
Kicking Judge” after he booted a taxi dri- 
ver outside his London home under the 
mistaken impression he was a press pho- 
tographer. 

But it is his treatment of other lawyers 
that has gained him the greatest notoriety. 
One said he was “dreadfully rude to peo- 
ple wbo are junior and inexperienced; dis- 
courteous and bullying”. 

His latest targets have been the new so- 
licitor advocates who have rights of audi- 
ence in certain cases. The first one to appear 


before the judge was asked to provide a copy 
of his practising certificate after the judge 
inquired loftily: “Who are you?” 

He was called to the Bar in 1954 and 
graduated to the bench along the time-ho- 
noured route of Eton, the Coldstream 
Guards and Lincoln’s Inn. 

His resignation brought a mixed re- 
sponse from members of the Bar al the 
High Court yesterday. One woman barrister 
said; “Good riddance to bad rubbish.” But 
a male colleague countered- “I deplore this 
tendency towards uniformity. There must 
be room for mavericks, even on the bench, 
if they stick to being rude and irascible but 
efficient at the same time, it's all right.” 
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Scientists call 
for law to stop 
human cloning 


By Nkhofcu Schoon 
ftiladelphia 


Wool from Dpujft^^kMlLi sheep, which is to be marie into a jumper and put on show next month at the Science Museum in London 


BRITAIN’S leading cloning sd- 
entist yesterday joined in a call 
for a legal ban or moratorium 
on producing cloned children. 

But lan Wflmut head of the 
team which produced the 
cloned sheep Dolly, pointed 
out that the key technology 
behind cloning could also pro- 
duce major benefits in com - 
bating lethal diseases. 

At the world’s premier gen- 
eral science meeting, the annual 
conference of the American 
Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, a panel envis- 
aged a world in which cloned 
children grew up confused 
as to who they were meant to 
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forthechUdproduc^bysuch knowledge 
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CoUege of Law. It aU depend business or any other . 
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There's no suffiCStion Mr “ ^ w htt would his 

Gates is considering cloning cloned towards her 

himself. In any case, scientists fee mgs 

are sure that this would not be child/twin as she p 

ssstiaw ssfjsaga--. 

Ssesss ss 

tTd there is intense in- will not prevent the private 

terest amongst scientists as to sector from forgmg ah^; 

when any other laboratory will Afte I of test- 

report that it has been able to ban on MbebI fkudmg of « 
reoeat the cloning Dr Wilmur’s tube baby technology, but the 
te^achieved with Dolly. US still has nearly MOpmrte 
“I'd need to see herds of m vi/ro fertilisation dimes . .The 
healthy, cloned form animals be- panel felttherewa* awed for 
fore I was confident it could be a carefully devised legally 
done for humans,” said Arthur foreeable moratorium. 

PE teacher takes case for 
equal pay to tribunal 

A WOMAN teacher will take a case for equal pay to an in- 
dustrial tribunal on Monday. 

Eileen Halloran, 50, a former teacher al th e City of London 
Girls’ SchooL alleges that she^ was paid less than comparable teach- 
ers at the City of London School which educates boys. Ms HaJ- 
loran, a PE teacher who was employed at the school until 
December 1995, is a retired member of the 150,000-strong As- 
sociation of Teachers and Lecturers which is backing her case 
against the Corporation of London. Yesterday the education au- 
thority said it had nothing to add to a statement put out when 
the case arose in 1995. That said: “... the fees charged by girls’ 
schools are less than those [of] boys’ schools and [so] salaries 
tend to be lower at girls' schools”. It accepted that salaries at 
the girls’ school should be made more competitive, but main- 
tained that the position at the two schools was not comparable. 

— Judith Judd, Education Editor 

Truckers face road blocks 

AROUND 100 British lorry drivers were facing the threat of 
road blocks in Greece last night after angry farmers closed 
one of the main routes out of the country. The blockade at 
the Tembi junction, which is the main route for traffic com- 
ing into Greece from mainland Europe, has been mounted 
as part of a domestic dispute over taxation. 

Hauliers heading towards southern Europe are being warned 
by trade body the Freight Transport Association that they may 
face delays. Fanners’ leaders met Greek agriculture ministry 
officials yesterday but failed to resolve the dispute. 

Baby’s car death 

POLICE have recommended that a couple whose baby son 
died after falling from their moving car should not face court 
action over the tragedy. A spokesman for Derbyshire Police 
said yesterday that the death of 19-month-old Calum Hadley 
could have been due to a faulty door latch on the Range Rover 
that Paula Oakley, in her thirties, and Jason Hadley, 26, were 
travelling in in Allenton, Derbyshire, U days ago. A report 
would he sent to the Crown Prosecution Service, he said. 

Paddington Bear in trouble 

THE only British factoiy licensed to make Paddington Bears 
has closed. Ga bridle Designs, where the bear made famous in 
Michael Bond’s children's books has been made for 25 years, is 
due to go into liquidation with the loss of 21 jobs. The compa- 
ny. based at Bear Garden in Adwick. South Yorkshire, was found- 
ed by Shirley Clarkson, 63, who made the first beam for her 
children in 1971, and sold in 1995 to Stephen and Lorraine Beau- 
mont 

Win a weekend in New York 

THERE IS still a chance for readers to win a weekend bre 
in New York. To win the prize, which has been arranged wi 
Sky TV to celebrate its new series of Friends, the pop ular co 
cdy, you have to tell us why you and a friend deserve a wet 
end in New York. The flights are courtesy of Virgin Allan 
and you will slay at the Radisson Empire Hotel. 

Send your answers on a postcard to Freud Communi 
lions, 19-21, Mortimer Street, London Wl N80X. Answ 
must he in by Thursday 19 February. 
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Father hopes photofit 
■I trap girPs killer 

By Jason Bennetto 


5/NEWS 


By Jason Bennetto 

OTmeCorrespoiKjem 

° f a Suspect- 
ed of kUJing Caroline Dickinson fte 
eenager who was raped in a French b^. 

SSSSSSS'-’^ 

.. 9’ ral . i " e ' : ; fa «-er, John, who h* be en 

<^otine, 13, was raped and murdered 
^ sh ^ d hostel dormitory in Pfeine 
Fougeres, Bnttany. while on a trip SS 

Q>mmufli, y College from 

The photo image was compiled with the 
*>fP ° f fellow pupils 

when French detectives vished Uun^s?on 
earlier this month. The pupils and a 
teacher axe believed to have spotted a man 
acting suspiciously around the French 
hostel 

Mr Dickinson, 41, from Bodmin, Corn- 
wall, made his eighth trip to France to 
attend the police news conference, where 
gjjhe photofit was released. 

’ He said he believed Caroline’s killer was 
“still m the region and keeping low, because 

until now no one has known what he looked 

like, and be has felt able to relax himself 
“But he is going to be found out soon 
because people wffl recognise this photofit, 

1 am veiy, veiy confident about ft," Mr Dick- 
inson added. 

The photofit was “the sort of face that 
I am sure will have stuck in people’s 
minds, even though he may have changed 
his looks from that time”, he said. 

Mr Dickinson made a personal appeal 



The suspect’s photo image was 
released by police in Britsmny 


to the French public for information, and 
asked them to look “Jong and bard” at the 
photofit and come forward if they recog- 
nised the man. He dismissed “negative 
comments” that there was little chance of 
finding the culprit - even with a photofit. 

“Thai is not my personal feeling. 1 think 
it is a very important new development, and 
I am sure people will have their memories 
jogged and come forward,” he said. 

“It could have been anybody's daugh- 
ter,” said Mr Dickinson, who felt the net 
was “drawing in” in the search for the killer. 

The photofit will be distributed to 
police stations, petrol stations and post 
offices across Ranee. 

Earlier this week it emerged that the cot- 


ion wool gag used io smother Caroline 
came from another hostel 25 miles away - 
where another British schoolgirl from Sal- 
ford, Greater Manchester, was attacked ear- 
lier that night in July 1 996. 

But the vital link was only made when 
the investigation was Last year handed over 
to Judge Rcnaud van Ruymbcke, who 
replaced Gerard Zaug, the original inves- 
tigating magistrate, after criticism from the 
Dickinson family. 

The “intimate knowledge” of the two 
hostels and possible earlier intrusions at oth- 
er hostels pointed to someone from the Brit- 
tany area being the culprit, said Mr 
Dickinson. 

He claimed that the cotton wool was one 
factor Uniting the two attacks and the pre- 
vious failure to establish that showed Mr 
Zaug to be “incompetent”. 

Meanwhile, Mr Dickenson’s MP. Paul 
Tyler, the Liberal Democrat for North 
Cornwall, renewed a plea to the Foreign 
Office for both the British and the French 
authorities to learn the lessons of the 
murder. 

Both he and the Dickinson family 
urged the need for Europe-wide standard 
security arrangements in all hostels for 
young people, and pointed out weakness- 
es in the translation arrangements, and the 
extra difficulties caused by the different 
police and judicial systems. 

Delays, an information blackout, 
“casual incompetence and a cavalier atti- 
tude were the hallmark of the initial 
investigation,” said Mr Tyler. 

“Evidence which should have been 
pursued vigorously in the first 18 days has 
remained unchecked for 18 months," he 
added. 
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‘All-out ban 
on boxing* 

If a woman 

in ring 



By Barrie Clemen* 

Labour Editor 

The whole sport of boring might be banned 

fe3eS*» died in the nag, the 

SScnbma) there was no evidence to 

show women's boxing was sale. 

Ms Couch, who became world welter 
last vear, is accusing the 



Caroline Dickinson was raped and murdered in a French hostel in 1996 


National Park orders company to stop quarrying in Peaks 


NATIONAL PARK officials yesterday or- 
dered a halt to quarrying in a top beauty 
£pot. The move followed a meeting of the 
f’cak District National Park Authority into 
a proposal from RMC Roadstone to extract 
a million tons a year of limestone from 
Backdale Quarry at Longstone Edge, near 
BakewelL in Derbyshire. 

RMC already has permission to take 
fluorspar in the area. However, it bad aiw» 
been taking limestone - in breach of its 
planning permission - and has been served 
with an enforcement notice. 

Local residents and countryside cam - 
paigners welcomed the decision. Peter 
Thompson, chairman of the Save Longstone 


Edge group, said: “We applaud the deci- 
sion by the park authority in stopping the 
expansion of this massively destructive quar- 
ry. The decision means that even if the com- 
pany appeals, they are prevented from 
further damaging the landscap e during the 
lengthy appeals procedure . . . They should 
accept the decision gracefully and pull out 
from Longstone Edge.” 

Elaine GiUigan, quarrying campaigner 
at Friends of the Earth, welcomed the de- 
cision but said: “The Government must 
change the law to allow the old minerals per- 
missions in environmentally important ar- 
eas to be revoked without local authorities 
having to pay huge sums io compensation \T 


The issue is seen asa test case by 1 1 na- 
tional paries in England and Wales which 
face more than 100 similar proposals. 

RMC which owns the site, said that it 
would appeal to the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter, John Prescott. 

Lawyers for the National Park believe an 
inquiry could take up to eight months, with 
no guarantee that it would win. If Mr 
Prescott ruled in favour of the company, the 
planning board would have to compensate 
it for lost mining during that time. 

Martin Doughty, a councillor and chair- 
man of the National Park Authority, said: 
“This has been a very difficult decision. 
There is no question that we are required 


to protect the environment but, because of 
the complexities of the law and the inter- 
pretation of old planning permissions, this 
is easier said than done. We have had to 
prepare our case very carefully because wc 
know any enforcement orders may be 
challenged by RMC By issuing a stop no- 
tice, we could be liable for compensation.” 

The authority has already written to 
RMC warning them of its intention to is- 
sue the enforcement and stop notices. It 
will now explain in detail why it has rejected 
the company's proposals and put forward 
an alternative scheme for restoring the site. 

Mr Doughty said: “RMC say they are 
concerned about the environment but, giv- 


en the local and na tional outrage their ac- 
tions have provoked, we hope they will ac- 
cept that the original planning permission 

did not aDow for the kind of extraction they 
are proposing.” 

David Bradley, of the Cbunril for the Pro- 
tection of Rural England, said: “Ws applaud 
this decisive action to protect the National 
Park. Last year we asked the Peak Park Au- 
thority to issue an enforcement notice to con- 
trol the work. It seemed clear then that fixe 
existing planning consent only covered vein 
minerals - not limestone extraction. 

He added that without the park author- 
ity’s move, Backdale would have become 
“the bi gg est eyesore in the Peak District” 


British Board of Boxing Control a 
aJ discrimination by stpppmg 
her living as a professional figM* 
home country. Her fight is bemg ***** 

by the Equal Oppoxtumties Cormni^ora 

Dr Whiteson told the tribunal in Croy- 
don, south London, that he had no objec- 
tion to women boxing 
whytiiey should not establish their cwn pro- 
fessional authority with its own medical a 
visets. . . ■ 

“However, boxing as we know is a high- 

risk sport which can cause injiuy ana 
death. Should such a tragedy occur when 

a woman is boxing, 1 "believe the pubuc an- 

veisity would put the whole sport at risk. 

Earlie r the tribunal heard Dr Whiteson 
say be considered women in general too 
frafl” to box because they braised easily and 
becam e emotionally unstable and more ac- 
cident-prone during menstruation. An- 
other argument by the council is that 
women might unintentionally box during 
early stages of pregnancy. Attention is also 
drawn to some medical opinion which con- 
tends that repeated blows to the breast can 
cause lumps which may torn malignant. 

Dr Whiteson, who has 35 years’ expe- 
rience in the sport, confirmed that women 
were not considered individually by the 
council; they were banned as a gender. 

“We have no* evidence to show that 
women's boxing is safe. We have a totally 
open mind, but there are doubts and I have 
to defend the sport of boxing to my peers 
and to the press.” 

Ms Couch, 29, known as the “Fleetwood 
Assassin”, was told by Dr Whiteson that she 
migh t rhanfe him in the long run. “It b pos- 
sible that if research proves increased risk 
to women, we may have done the applicant 
a great favour.” The 10-stone 5ft 7 in box- 
er took up the sport three years ago after 
seeing a television documentary about fe- 
male fighters. She won her world crown in 
Copenhagen last May by defeating reign- 
ing champion Sandra Geiger. John War- 
ren, chairman of the tribunal later reserved 
judgment 
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With effect from 28 February 1998 the old, larger, heavier 
50 pence coins will be withdrawn from circulation. 
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Whispering plot smears female ministers 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


A SERIES of whispering cam- 
paigns against female Cabinet 
ministers appeared to be under 
way last night, with Clare Short, 
Harriet Harman, Margaret 
Beckett and even Mo Mowlam 
suffering from smears. 

Although a number of male 
Cabinet members have also 
been fingered, attacks on these 
four have often been of a par- 
ticularly personal nature. 

The revelation comes after 
co mme nts by Clare Short, the 
International Development 
Secretary, to a documentary 
crew that another member of 
the Cabinet had lied to a news- 
paper over remarks she made 
about parades in Northern Ire- 
land. On the same day there 
were renewed rumours that 
Harriet Hannan, the Social Se- 
curity Secretary, was about to be 
sacked because other minis- 
ters have lost confidence in 
her. 

The Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary, Mo Mowlam, faced 
whispered claims, apparently 
from figures in the Unionist 
camp, that she was not up Go ter 
job because of her illness last 
year. And last week Conserva- 
tives were saying they had 
learned Margaret Beckett 
might be moved from the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try because she was felt to be 
incompetent 

Such rumours are part of the 
currency of Westminster life, 
and male ministers including 
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Clare Short ‘Outspoken nature 
makes her a natural target’ 


Harriet Harman: ‘Rumours that 
she is about to be sacked’ 


Gavin Strang, the Transport 
Minister, and David Dark, the 
Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, have also had to 
cope with them. 

But friends of the women in 


the Cabinet suggested some of 
them were targeted because of 
their more “h itman ’ 1 political 
styles. One such source said: 
“Women tend to deal with 
more human issues and they 


speak in a far more personal 
w ay, whereas men deal in the- 
ories and practical types of is- 
sues. That can leave women 
open to greater criticism, be- 
cause they are dealing with 
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Margaret Beckett: ‘Tories heard 
she was felt to be incompetent’ 


emotions quite often. “Women 
are often criticised for things 
men are never criticised for, the 
way they look or their rela- 
tionships.'' A friend of Clare 
Short said she had been con- 


gratulated by some of hex col- 
leagues for her outspoken re- 
sponse to these campaigns, 
which had dogged her since long 
before she joined the Cabinet 
“If she's being undermined 


she won't sit there and take it. 
People know they may well get 
fingered if they have a go at 
her.” Yesterday a Downing 
Street spokesman defended Ms 
Harman after two newspapers 


suggested she was about to be 

•s v*** “The person who knows 
when there might be a reshuf- 
fle is the Prime Minister. 

“TTie Prime Minister be- 
lieves Harriet Hannan is doing 
a difficult job and doing it we 
and he has said that on occa- 
sion/ 1 he said. Such stones 
tended to pop up on quiet news 
days, he added. 

Yesterday’s Daily Express 
pointed to tension between 
Tony Biair and Gordon Brown 
as a posable reason some of last 

week's rumours. 

Ms Hannan was appointed 
on Mr Brown's advice, it said, 
and Mrs Beckett was also seen 
as an ally of the Chancellor. 

While Ms Short's outspoken 
nature often makes her a target, 
attacks on Ms Mowlam are 
more likely to be a result of the 
tightrope she is forced to walk 
to keep the Northern Ireland 
peace talks together. 

She has been the subject of 
bitter attacks by Unionists, and 
there have been tales circulat- 
ing that she might be given an 
alternative role in co-ordinating 
the party message. 

However, these stories have 
been denied by government 
sources who have said her work 
in Northern Ireland has been 
too important and too success- 
ful for her to be moved 

Mr Clark and Mr Strang 
have both been mooted as pos- 
sible casualties in a summer 
reshuffle. Mr Clark has com- 
plained publicly about smears, 
though Mr Strang has remained 
silent- 


Tories spent more than £20m 
in run-up to the election 


By Fran Abrams 


CONSERVATIVE spending in 
the run-up to the general elec- 
tion was more than £28m, it was 
revealed last night, including al- 
most £10m in the last month. 


But record donations of 


£38m meant the party ended the 
1996-7 financial year in the 
black. Despite election spend- 
ing well in advance of Labour, 
which managed £27m over the 
two and a fialF yearsleadmg to' 
1 May last year, the Tories had 
a £7m surplus in March, 1997. 

The party’s annual report 
and accounts, published last 
night, does not give any list of 
its donors, large or smalL Lord 
Parkinson, the party chairman, 
said that even by the end of the 
election campaign it had just 
about managed to break even. 
It would be “to some extent an 
intrusion" if political parties had 
their national spending on elec- 


tions limited, he added. The 
Central Office accounts re- 
vealed the party had a “record 
surplus’ 1 of £7.4m at the end of 
the parly’s financial year which 
dosed on 31 March , just before 
the final weeks of the election. 

But. Lord Parkinson said, if 
the accounts.had nntto 1 May 
itself, “the picture would have 
been totally different. In the ... 
next six weeks, that cash disap- 
peared. Sbnyeejts to die gpqeral . 
'election had consumed most of 
our cash. In the course of the 
six weeks after this, a further 
£10m was spent, which brought 
the cost of the general election 
to £283m,” he said. He pre- 
dicted Labour would announce 
it had spent “something like 
£25m". 

He also confirmed the 
lories' total election bill in- 
cluded paying £13m to the ad- 
vertising company M & C 
Saatchi. 


Given the result on 1 May 
and Labour's crushing election 
victoiy. Lord Parkinson joked: 
“I think M & C Saatchi had a 
good election." 

Labour last night respond- 
ed to the Tory accounts by call- 
ing for the party to say how it 
managed to find so much mon- 
ey to fight the election cam- 
paign., A senior Labour 
spokesman said: “Two years 
^before the. elation, the Tories 
had a debt of nearly £20m. 
Now they tell us that in the run- 
up to the election, they spent 
£2 8m. So where did they get the 
£48m from? That is a monu- 
mental sum. They clearly have 
something very serious to hide. - 

Labour publishes details of 
its major donois, and the Lib- 
eral Democrats have an- 
nounced plans to do so. 

Lord Neill is looking at the 
issue as part of a review of par- 
ty funding. 
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fund gifted 
pupils in 

private 

education 


By MattRodda 

A CONSERVATIVE educa- 
tion authority is p lannin g to 
fund a number of pupils at 
independent schools despite 
the scrapping of the nation-wide 
assisted places scheme by the 
Government 

Suney County Council’s 
education committee has drawn 
up the scheme to help about 100 
$! gifted pupils go to independent 
' secondary schools from Sep- 
tember. 

A further 1,000 pupils would 
remain in state schools but 
attend master classes in partic- 
ular subjects nm by teachers 
from independent schools. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Tfeadhers, called on David Blun- 
kett, the Secretary of State for 
Education, to legislate to block 
the plan. The move follows the 
Government scrapping the 
Assisted Places Scheme run by 
the Conservative administratio n 
which helped 33,000 pupils a 
year. 

Money from the scheme is 
to pay for class sizes in prima- 
ry schools to be kept under a 
maximum of 30 children. 

On Thursday, the Govern- 
ment announced the areas 
where the first £22m would be 
spent. It has also called on 
independent schools to share 
facilities with the state sector to 
increase opportunities for all 
pupils. 

Under the Surrey scheme 
the co until would pay inde- 
pendent schools the: £1,700 per 
head that it would normally 
spend on sending the pupDs to 
state secondary schooL The 
rest of the cost df educating 
them would be covered by a 
trust and parental contribu- 
tions based on family income. 

Families would be assessed 
by a means test and the scheme 
would only be available to par- 
ents with a joint income of 
® under about £30,000 a-year. 
The trust would be set up with 
an initial £50,000 from the 
council, and contributions from 
parents and business. 

Dr Andrew Povey, chair- 


man of Surrey education com- 
mittee, said he did not know why 
Mr McAvoy wanted “to 
ren tove choice” from parents. 

“This is a very exciting 
scheme which will benefit many 
children. It is designed to fol- 
low on and improve on the as- 
sisted places scheme. We hope 
reciprocal link s will also bene- 
fit teachers from both sectors,” 
Dr Povey said. 

He added! “I think parents 
will really go for this scheme, 20 
per cent of children in Surrey 
go to independent schools. 
There would be a reaction in 
Surrey if the Government 
stopped the council” 

Dr Povey said that subjects 
where master classes would be 
held could include those like 
Japanese that were not normally 
provided in state schools. He 
hoped that 14 independent 
schools would be able to initially 
participate in the scheme. 

However, Mr McAvoy said 
the council was taking public 
money out of state schools, 
and called for a “loophole in the 
law” to be dosed. “I am sure the 
majority of parents would want 
to see every penny raised 
through their rates spent in 
their local schools, not subsi- 
dising some children to attend 
private schools.” 

The union had discussed 
the issue with Mr Biunkett and 
Mr McAvoy called on him to 
legislate to “prevent this re-cre- 
ation of the Assisted Places 
Scheme by other means”. 

Mr Bhmkett would not be 
drawn bn Mr McAvoy’s call 
The Government's priorities 
for local education authorities 
were raising standards and 
reducing dass sizes, be said. It 
had no objection to individuals 
or companies raising funds to 
pay for pupils to attend inde- 
pendent schools. 

“Any local authority divert- 
ing money from our main pri- 
orities of raising standards and 
cutting dass sizes is doing so 
against the will of the Govern- 
ment We will look at Surrey 
County Council’s proposals and 
mak e a judgement when we 
have seen them, 0 he said. 
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Looking out: Thomas Harding, joint head of the Oxford Channel, at home in the city; the idea is, he says, to get the community involved in programming Photograph. 

Studio in a bedroom brings television revolution 


By Paul McCann den away in the last broadcast- 

Media Correspondent ing Bill whichwas largely ignored 

by the big boys and which allowed 


IN A back bedroom in Oxford 
this week a small television 
revolution was under way that 
involved no digital hype, do me- 
dia moguls and do extra charge 
to the viewer. 

Because this week the first of 
14 approved dty-wide television 
franchises opened its doors for 
business as the Oxford Channel. 
It is a station that will be free to 
air, wtU need no retiming, cable 
or satellite link, and will sit at 
Channel 6 on 300,000 buttons 
only in the university Q'ty. 

It was created by a clause hid~ 


for the setting up of something 
called Restricted Service Li- 
cences for Location (RSLL). 

Using small holes in the ex- 
isting broadcast spectrum and 
local transmitters, 31 RSLLswiQ 
be created over the next year or 
so. Most of them will just air a 
teletext-style service of local 
news and “what's-on” infor- 
mation. The Oxford Channel 
however wants to go further. 

When it launches in the au- 
tumn it plans she hours a day of 
programmes. These will be 
made by a paid staff of 30 and 


dozens of local volunteers who 
fancy their chances in television. 

“For the first time we are re- 
ally giving people access to the 
airwaves,” raid Thomas Harding, 
joint managing director of Ox- 
ford Broadcasting Limited. 

“We win have television pro- 
fessionals overseeing the quali- 
ty control, so it doesn't become 
unwatchable rubbish like the 
public access TV in America. But 
the idea is to try and get the com- 
munity involved in program- 
ming.” 

Oxford people are to be 
used as guests, presenters and 
technicians. Mr Thomas plans 
a local news service using local 


people as video-journalists and 
editors following their own sto- 
ries. What’s on, entertainment 
and community information 
will make up the majority of the 
output But it will be delivered 
in die user-friendly form of 
chat shows, sports programmes 
and location reports. And using 
a feed from Reuters it wiU even 
manag e its own international 
news service. 

“The idea is that the expan- 
sion in television services should 
not just be about big business," 
added Mr Thomas. “The-obvi- 
ous development tbat comes 
from opening up the spectrum 
is to make the people respon- 


sible fra: some of their viewing." 

The new channel has been 
freed by die Independent Tele- 
vision Commission from the ad- 
vertising restrictions that apply 
to nV and Channels 4 and 5, 
so it win be able to air long in- 
fomercials which it believes will 
encourage local advertisers to 
support it 

“We want the ads to be more 
part of the service than just hard 

selling,” said Mr Thomas. 
“Cookery programmes done 
with local restaurants would 
meet both our needs.” 

‘ its business {dan has been 
approved by both the ITC and 
the accountancy firm KPMG 


who believe its £l-5m annual 
budget is easily achievable. 

City television in the UK is 
not new, but has so far been re- 
stricted to cable channels and 
grigting media owners like Mir- 
ror Group’s Live TV and As- 
sociated Newspapers' Channel 
One. By comparison many of 
the staff of the Oxford Channel 
come from the alternative video 
news ma gazin e Undercurrents. 
This has specialised in filming 
protests and events ignored by 
mainstream media. 

Now under this licence iRey 
have two years to prove that the 
people can compete with the 
moguls. 


Sue Townsend and 
Austin Mitchell 
start novel on Net 


By Kate Wtoon-Smyth river-bed 

thaw folic 

JOHN UPDIKE led the way of '41 - tl 
with the first interactive nov- which cer 
el published on the Internet is that tin 
last year and now the fishing a pair of < 
port of Grimsby is set to fol- photogra] 
low in his footsteps. Each 

The beginning of a novel required 1 
will appear on the Net on story on, 
Monday and will be written by Mitchell, 
relay over the next month, away by ! 
The opening paragraphs were that he w 
written by the playwright luctanttyl 
Trevor Griffiths 
before being 
passed on to sev- 
eral celebrity au- 
thors, including 
Sue Tbwnsend and 
the town's MP, 

Austin Mitchell. 

Future Perfect, 

The Office lears, 
was launched by 
the Grimsby Eve- 
ning Telegraph and 
will form part of 
the North East Novel ideas: Trevor 
Lincolnshire an- Griffiths and Sue 
mial literature fes- Townsend have 
rival. From Mon- written sections 
day anyone who 
feels inspired can 
submit 150 words 
and the best entry 
will be added at 
midday each day 
until 14 March. 

Mr Griffiths, 
who wrote the 
screenplay for the 
filinJferfs, was giv- 
en carte blanche 
to begin the stoiy 

however be want- 
ed and the result fa a science like it or i 
fiction tale set somewhere in develop ti 
the future. It begins: “From MrGri 
the bottom of the valley, you taken witi 
could see what the locals an open-c 
meant. God’s Armchair, they Internet t 
called it The 300ft limestone ing setting 
stand shimmered in the Jan- “You do f 
uaiy heat Just the place for yoms,but 
a God to park his arse after way the at 
a hard night's work." he said. 

The body of a young Buddii 
woman which had been details of 
frozen to the bottom of a www.grim 


river-bed fa found after the 
thaw following the ice storms 
of '41 - the reader is not told 
which century. The only due 
is that the body was wearing 
a pair of earrings depicting a 
photograph of twins. 

Each authoT added the 
required 150 words to take the 
story on, apart from Austin 
Mitchell, who was so carried 
away by literary inspiration 
that he wrote 500 before re- 
luctantly handing over to his 
wife, Linda Mc- 
DougalL 

She revealed 
that the pho- 
tographs on the 
earrings show the 
twin daughters of 
King William of 
Europe, Princess- 
es Diana and 
Elizabeth. How- 
ever, further in- 
quiries found that 
every female Eu- 
is Trevor ropean citizen 

nd Sue was given a pair 

have of these earrings 

ctions on William’s ac- 

cession. 

Ms McDoug- 
all said she want- 
ed to leave the 
plot wide open 
for the next per- 
son. “I thought 
that by making 
sure that every 
woman bad the 
earring; the next 
person wiQ be 
able to discard 
that if they don’t 
like it or use it as a due and 
develop that theme.” 

Mr Griffiths said he was so 
taken with the idea of writing 
an open-ended stoiy on the 
Internet that he is consider- 
ing setting up another one. 
“You do feel that the story is 
yoms, but lam happy with the 
way the others have taken it," 
he said. 

Bud ding authors can find 
details of how to enter at 
www.giunsityKmline.co.uk. 
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Fridge Freezer 
Model 86616 . 

Was £ 42949 . 

BUY NOW WW 6 MOOTHS LAIBtt 



CREDA U d i.lt Fm st-Fnm 
Upright freezer ■■■■ — - 

4-star freezer rating. HR rea 
Model 86615 . K fill r <" 

Whs £ 47949 . llUJUl 

BUY MOW MY 6 MONTHS Ulratl 



ZANUSSI 84 cu-tt. 


COOKERS 


SAVMi 



VACUUM 

CLEANERS 


MULTIMEDIA 
PCS 



CD HI-FI 
SYSTEMS 


MATSU I B aam un~ 

OMkreHHt HWwi 

Model MCH750. i lllA i 

W»£M 949 . fL^ll 

Was £ 0949 . mrl’M . 

Was £ 8949 . kvstore Price £ 79 . 99 . 


SAVE 405 

ON YOUR GAS BILL WITH 

Amerada 


AMERADA GAS WOW A V A U Am F MATIO FIW P C 

KarinQS baaed on a unnpartson of a BritMt Gas Ml of 
£500 Standard Ordt tariff efleofee 12 fl «8 agjlrul 

Ameradrt Sudget Standard Saver Tariff . AR eatadattons 

Indude Banding charge and VAT 0 514. Amerada* 
OTtotog charge hasflS flisamnt In yew one. 


ELECTRO LUX Tower 

Upright Oeanar — wi 

Model POWER fffl J> 

SYSTEM 1710. Qj If I| I fl. 

waj£ 2394 T li *** 111 

Was £ 14949 . 


MICROWAVES 




PANASON IC 04 ca.ft. _ 

HkmmMwWiGiflHVMuI 
■ 300 mm variable Vfl 0T 
output gjiU. pill f I / 

■800 watt power lUfl 

output. Modal NNKSS 7 . Whs £ 19999 . 
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mastercare 

Many of our current prices are Currys 
lowest evet Find a lower pice for the 
same product and offer, complete, new, 

boxed and in stock in a kxal shop within 

7 days of purchase and well match it 

WEU NEVER B& BEATEN 

fflUY MOW PAY 1999 

WITH ALL PRODUCTS 0 VBI £00 
wmniRauflDwmAMAsmeAU 
, _ CaVRPLANASBSffifT. ^ 

Covnplm offers complete peace of mind, prevwog 
up to 5 yean eneK serwe support shmw VOW 
prana ewr need repairing. A* HHtore for det»- 
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DHUVOY 

&BVDU 1 JU 10 N 

HWIAWH 

On over BOO home 
appliances when 
you purchase 
before «pm. 

48 hour del ivery 

avaDabla In parts 
of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
You can even 
choose morning or 
afternoon delivery 
or take It home 
now A* lrvaore 
for hill detail! 


EXniBlVB 


*For exceptional 
value, ewiusiveto 
DSG Retail Ltd. 


INSTANT 



Whh Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
ad vantage of any 
credit offer rrvrtore. 
Ask far details. 



COMPAQ 

233 MHK AMDftfi MMX™ Enhanced 
MuWmedh PC with 56 fc Modn 

■ 32Mb RAMfl.lGb aBpBBBTSiiYSrva 

hard drive. | l|4|,|l J4AA 

■ CD-ROM IvNjJ 

Aim. Model 4540. HMH-IisSKI 
BUY MOW PAY 9 MONTHS UVTBtt 


PACKARD BELL m* rend re. i 

233MHz MoWmadb Kwth Stt Motta 
32MbRAMM3Gb II I I 

Was £1699. BUY MOirmr 9 MOWTKS LATERt 
HCUU0E5 £1000 SOFnCARC A* for detato 



All TVs Currys sell 
sir compatible with 
future digital 
technology. 

Subject to. the 
purchase of an 
additional digital 
decoder planned for 
launch during 1998. 


installation 

On all free-standing 
gas and electrk 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 





For most large items 
tf you phone before 
10am Monday to 
Friday and Fhre 
within 10 miles of 
a Currys store. 


LilJ l.i r-i lTT! 


For direct doorstep 
delivery, Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 888145 
Pam-Spm Mon-FrL 
9am-5 JOpm Sat 
10am- 5pm Sun). 
Delivery charge 
from £ 3 J 5 . Part 
of DSG Retail Ltd. 


Currys 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
electrical STORES 


Afl Superstores 


tBUYNOW PAY 
UP TO 
12 MONTHS LATER 
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lyiatrtioraiwIhfaieBnlzgvMtftWr H* 11 * 111, 1 '"* l1 - — — ~ 
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«ng 0990 «»C49 tor «P«*ta9. 

Wntten quotations from Currys. Dent ur ***** store * 

CunVS are HcmpsteSxi - Herts HP2 7TG. 

orokers. Ask JrMtore for details. 


Look out to* the spedal voucher saving* an wtamut 

, any Currys store to dahn your discount. O n e^^^^^ r ° U9ho< ^ advortfcomant Simriw ^ 

existing trede4n offers. Not for use with PW Purchase. Some S ™ P,y “** 8,0 adamt to 
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Bond of the Bard broken as theatrical friends fall out 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


ETJU BRUTE? Hie Royal Shake 

senates* 

es2ES2!&»»s 


Th* ^ ^mpauy. 

Hie common bond betweej ^ 
troasnpaifies -of bringing theBa^ri 

Q ?" RSC is guilty of “a raiding ex- 
erase , neglecting educational and 

SiKTh ^X?&a dael 

S'sar 

f or good measure that 
Mr Bogdanov’s comments are “fr- 
responsible" and “destructive”. 

The falling out is remarkable 
one. Until recently, Mr Noble would 

andchampioned his work there. 

But now Mr Bogdanov has turned 
on his former colleagues with a 
vengeance. 

The focus of the confrontation is 

Newcastle upon Tyne. The RSC 
plays a month-long residency in the 
city, and has done so for 21 years. 

The ESC— a company which touts 

plays nationally - has moved to 
Newcastle and is using it as the base 
for educational activity and for 
launching its tours. 

It is perhaps significant that both 
companies might now be chasing 
money from the same funding 
sources for their Newcastle opera- 
tions. 

Mr Bogdanov claims in an article 
in the North-east arts journal The 
Northern Review that the RSC’s 
residency is “just a raiding exercise 
on Newcastle, for five or six weeks 
of the year which takes the city’s 
money”. 

He accuses the RSC of failing to 
set up educational and community 
activities, and says it has “devastat- 
ed” Newcastle's theatre output. 



Creative tension: Alex Jennings in the title role of the latest RSC production of Hamlet performed during its recent residency hi Newcastle upon Tyne Photograph: Clive Barda 


*Tm not saying the RSC shouldn’t 
come to Newcastle," he added “But 
what is wrong is that the policy has 
not opened out and developed after 
its initial impact The RSC should 
have had a much more comprehen- 
sive and ideological stance - which 
is whai I hope we are now supplying.” 


Last night Mr Noble responded: 
“1 feel saddened that Michael Bo- 
dan ov has found it necessary to 
attack the RSC. presumably to sub- 
vert funding for his own plans in this 
region ... 

“The RSCs commitment to the 
North-east is indubitable. Each year. 


between 12 and 16 Stratford pro- 
ductions have formed a month-long 
Newcastle season before transferring 
to the Barbican Theatre in London. 
Over this time, the RSC has formed 
a great bond with the people of the 
North-east." 

And, plunging the dagger back 


into his attacker and erstwhile col- 
league, Mr Noble warned that the 
ESC’s educational activity could af- 
fect the work of the North-east’s own 
companies. 

He said: “I entirely support 
Michael for wanting to develop 
further community and educational 


activities in ihe region, but it 
would be wholly wrong if these 
activities were to eventually affect 
the work of the region’s indig- 
enous theatre companies, like the 
excellent Northern Stage, who 
must have prime responsibility for 
this work.” 


British cars are the dearest in Europe 
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By Katherine Butler - 

Brussels 

BRITISH motorists are getting 
a raw deal from car makers de- 
spite the strength of sterling ac- 
cording^to jaew. anyejr.which, 
shows the UK is still the most 
expensive place in Europe to 
buy a car. 

And although Europe is sup- 
posed to be a single market 
Britons still face overwhelming 
obstacles to shopping around 
for bargains on the continent 
Dealers are eitherfkmting their' 
obligation to supply right-hand 
drive models or are simply re- 
fusing to sell to foreigners, the 
European Commission found. 

For 61 of the 72 best-selling 


models covered by the. study 
prices in the UK were highest 
-The biggest difference was on 
a Volkswagen Polo which costs 
around 30 per cent more than 
in most other EU countries and 
.54 per cent more than in Por- 
tugal: 

The strength of sterling ought 
to have driven car prices down 
the commission said, yet it 
found that most car-makers 
have not only failed to cut 
prices in Britain in response to 
the rise in sterling but have 
raised them to cash in on wind- 
fall profits. 

The cheapest cars according 
to he study are to be bad in the 
Netherlands and Portugal, and 
the difference between prices in 


these countries and those at the 
other end of the scale is widen- 
ing, said the commission - 
which carries out checks every 
six months. 

British car prices are highest 
; tbe study shows for luxury, 
medium and small cars alike. A 
topoftberapgeBMW316ifbr 
example costs 22 per cent more 
in Britain than across the chan- 
nel in Belgium or 30 per cent 
more than in Holland. The dif- 
ferential also applies for small 
cars: the gap in price between 
a Toyota Starlet in Belgium or 
Luxembourg and in Britain is 
over 40 per cent. 

Brussels recently declared 
war on Volkswagen which after 
a lengthy investigation was 


found to be illegally preventing 
German citizens from buying 
cheaper cars from Italian deal- 
ers. VW was hit with the biggest 
fine ever imposed on a compa- 
ny by the EU but the latest sur- 
vey confirms suspicions that 
such practices as well as price- 
fixing are widespread in die in- 
dustry. 

The commission said it was 
receiving “continual . com- 
plaints” from British consumers 
who want to buy abroad to save 
money but find it impossible to 
order right-hand drive models. 
Yesterday, it warned manufac- 
turers that right-hand drives 
must be available throughout 
the EU to dealers who want to 
sell them and warned it would 


take legal enforcement action. 

Ursula Pachl of the European 
Consumers' Organisation said 
Vblkswagen-style tactics were 
the main obstacle for British 
motorists bunting for cheaper 
cars on the continent “Dealers 


will either tell you they cannot 
supply a right-hand drive mod- 
el or that the delivery time wall 
be excessive or they will just 
refuse to sell you a car”. 

Under the EUs single mar- 
ket rules, consumers have a 


right to boy a car anywhere in 
the bloc and import it into 
Their own country. But admin- 
istrative' and bureaucratic ob- 
stacles 'are still hampering 
what the commission calls 
. “paraflpl trade.”- & • V* 


Jails to 
get an 
extra 

£69m 


By Jason Bennett** 

Crime Correspondent 


THE SOARING prison popu- 
lation is continuing to dram 
money from the Gorenment 
coffers as the Home Office was 
fbired yesterday to announce an 

extra £69 bl- to cope with over- 
crowding. 

The additional money, 

’ which wfll help keep the prison 
ship afloat, follows earlier 
promises ofa£43m cash injec- 
tion in the past year. The extra 

cash Up to April 1999 comra on 

top of the existing prison bud- 
get of £l,704m. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, said yesterday that the 
extra £112m would provide 
1,540 new jail places and the 
placing of an additional 2J280 
prisoners in existing accom- 
modation in England and 
Ytfales. It will cover the building 
of six new house blocks in jails 
around the country, the con- 
version of existing prison space 
into and the continued use 
of the prison ship HMP Wears* 
in Portland harbour, Dorset 

The total prison population 
in Finlan d and Wales current- 
ly stands at more than 64,300. 
The most recent Home Office 
estimates suggest that if current 
trends continue, that figure 

could rise to between 82^00 and 

92.600 by 2005, requiring the 
budding of up to 24 additional 
jails at a cost of £2bn. 

The recent predictions are 
far higher than previous ones, 
raising concerns that the Home 
Office will have to continue to 
pour in huge amounts of extra 
money for the next decade. 

Tbugher sentences and an in- 
creased willingness by the 
courts to jail more people for 
longer periods is Mamed for the 
continued rise in the number of 
people behind bars. 

Jack Straw hopes that ex- 
tending non-custodial sen- 
tences, such as hone curfews for 
those convicted monitored by 
electronic tags, will help to 
stem the rise, which has meant 
20,000 extra inmates in four 
years.---- • - ,, 
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Saga’s got it covered 
If you are aged 50 or over, yon could 
protect your home and contents for 
less with Saga Home Insurance. 

Saga Price Promise 
For New Customers 


T- 


Saga Home Insurance 
can offer you genuine 
savings over other 
policies while giving 
you cover that fully 
protects your home 
and possessions. 
Combined with first 
rate claims and 
customer service, it is 
. no wonder that almost 
350,000 people insure 
xheirhomes with us. 

Cafi ns FREE today. 

For a free no 
obligation quote 
dimply call us with 
all relevant details, 
on the number below. 


If you find another 
comparable policy 
at a lower price 
within 2 months of 
taking out Saga 
Home Insurance, 
we will refund you 
the difference. 


» Insurance cover is 

comprehensive and 
low cost 

• FREE 24 hour 
domestic 
emergency and 
legal helplines 

• FREE pen with 
your quotation 


0800 414 






j Virgin MegaSavers. 



return. 



For ■world beating offers, that include all taxes, call us by 
19 ftbruaiy on 01293 747 245. Or contact your local travel agent 


virgin atlantic 
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Trial by grand jury 
looms for Lewinsky 


By John Carlin m VSfeshingWr.^ 




Monica Lewinsky returned to 

Washington from California to 
comfort her mother, the victim 
of a battering from Kenneth 

Starr’s grand-jury inquisitors, as 
controversy raged over whether 
White House Secret Service 
agents should be compelled to 
testily against the man they 
are sworn to protect. 

In a climate of bewildering 
procedural confusion the one 
thing that now appears as cer- 
tain as anything else is that Ms 
Lewinsky, the 24-year-old for- 
mer White House intern alleged 
to have had sex with the Presi- 
dent. will be facing the music 
herself before the grand juiy 
next week- 

Her mother. Marcia Lewis, 
was scheduled to have under- 
gone a third successive day of 
mlerroejUion on Thursday but 



Kenneth Starr: Focus on 
Secret Service evidence 


“the torture”, as Ms Lewinsky’s 
lawyer described it, was post- 
poned pending developments 
on the matter of the Secret ser- 
vice agents' testimony. 

Mike Leibig, a lawyer who 
represents a 500-member as- 
sociation of Secret Service of- 
ficers, said it was inappropriate 


to compel any testimony that 
makes it difficult to protect the 
First Family. “We’ve expressed 
that view in a letter ” Mr Leibig 
said. “I don't know what Starr’s 
office has decided to do." 

■ ' Mr Leibig is also acting on 
behalf of Lewis Fax, a retired 
Secret Service agent quoted in 
the Washington Post this week 
as say ing be had seen the Pres- 
ident and Ms Lewinsky alone in 
the White House at the end of 
1995. Now that story is chang- 
ing. “That’s not his recollec- 
tion," Mike Leibig said of his 
client, Mr Fox. The officer “saw 
them together", but “he could 
not tell whether they were alone 
or not. He knows they were in 
the Oval Office, but he does not 
know whether there were oth- 
er people in the room." 

At least one other Secret 

' Service agent who worked in the 

White House has received a 


subpoena to appear before the 
grand jury by Mr Starr, the in- 
dependent counsel investigating 
Mr Clinton. 

Attorney-General Janet 
Reno, drawn in to arbitrate on 
the controversy, said the Justice 
Department was reviewing the’ 
question of whether the gov- 
ernment should oppose sub- 
poenas for members of the 
Secret Service. “We’re trying to 
review all of the issues; obvious 
?mnng them is the security and 
the safety of the president of the 
United States," Mrs Reno said. 

The word “safety” could be 
interpreted in two ways, since 
Mr Starr is apparently con- 
vinced eyewitness evidence 
from a Secret Service agent 
could contradict Mr Clinton's 
public denials, and Ms Lewin- 
sky’s denial under oath last 
month, that they engaged in an 
“improper" relationship. 







Nigerian-led force tries to 



Shake-up ends 
Germany’s cosy 
university life 




By Imre Karacs m Bonn 


.. '' >■ i * ^ - - .vy .»• «•>. .. > .v-w. 



GERMANY’S middle-aged 
students are to be turfed out of 
their cosy alma mater, their pro- 
fessors submitted to indepen- 
dent scrutiny, and state funding 
of universities will be linked to 
performance. 

These and other proposals 
were approved by the lower 
house of the Parliament yester- 
day. heralding a revolution in the 
German world of learning. 
While the argument over some 
aspects of the controversial Fur- 
ther Education Bill is set to re- 
verberate in the upper chamber 
of the Bundesrat, the most im- 
portant changes will come into 
eflect in the next academic year. 

It takes, on average, more 
than seven years for a German 
to get his or her university 
diploma. Under the new law, 
they should be able to attain 
their Masters in four and a half 
years. Institutes will also be al- 
lowed to introduce courses 
leading up to a shorter Bache- 
lor's degree. 

To huny them along, uni- 
versities will henceforth be 
compelled to test their stu- 
dents’ progress in examina- 
tions, and even to expel those 
who repeatedly fail to make the 
grade. Endless re- lakes will not 
be tolerated. 

After years of debate and 
commissions of inquiry, the 
politicians have discovered the 
formula that will not only help 
focus ihe scholars’ minds, but 
should also channel tax-payers’ 
money more effectively. 

The arithmetic that acade- 
mics have failed to grasp is as 
follows: university funding has 
remained static for the last 2U 
years, while the number of stu- 
dents has doubled. The stu- 
dents, subsidised to the hill 
and paying no fees, were slay- 
ing on longer and longer, in- 
creasing congestion in the 
lecture theatres. In a fast-mov- 
ing world, German undergrad- 
uates often hit the job market 
in their thirties, their knowledge 
already well out of date. 

The next generation of grad- 
uates will now be younger, 
leaner and, hopefully, better 
qualified. With the Laggards out 
of the way. universities should 


be able to devote more attention 
to students who are not there 
simply to enjoy the social life. 

Standards are to be raised, 
too. Under the new law, 
curricula will be more tightly 
organised and regularly moni- 
tored by independent inspec- 
tors. Part’ of the state’s 
contribution will be subject to 
the performance of staff in 
tf{n- hin g as well as research. 

The progress of women 
through the faculties will be an- 
other factor the authorities will 
take into account when doling 
out the money. An estimated 
5 per cent of academic staff are 
women, confined mostly to the 
lower and middle rungs of the 
career ladder. 

The students will be able to 
mark their lecturers' perfor- 
mance. Research wfll be eval- 
uated by peer reviews, andboth 
the ability to teach and acade- 
mic achievement will count for 
promotions. 

Ujniversities will also be al- 
lowed to select their students. 


University funding has 
remained static for the 
last 20 years, while the 
number of students 
has doubled 


The present system is a lotteiy. 
Applicants ore sorted according 
to their grades but are then dis- 
tributed among Germany's seats 
of learning. Some courses, such 
as medicine, can limit their in- 
take, but most cannot The new 
law will allow universities to 
make some selection them- 
selves, but only for the limited 
intake courses, and only for 20 
per cent of the places available. 

Tens of thousands of stu- 
dents took to Lhe streets at the 
end of last year, sworn to fight 
this Bill They may be back next 
month, when the Bill goes to the 
upper chamber for approval. 
The Social Democrats and the 
Greens are fighting a provision 
which would allow universities 
to fine students who want to re- 
take a year. Another messy 
compromise looms. 
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Australia set for 
a battle royal 

_ '7t ', cam ^ W '" Whetherto drtch the Queen 
cm jd. become a republic, Robert Milliken writes in Sydney 

ALMOST a century after their 

constitution came imo being, JSftif?? 1 ** a crashing down. Younger dele- 

Ausualians vote next year tode- nrimpm- “wato one by the gates said it was all about diich- 
cide whether to remove the ing the last vestiges of 


British monarchy from it and 
become a republic. 


Australia's colonial past and 
recognising the reality of ilsmul- 


ahn is to to avoid any ^ i i Mit 

The decision to call a refer- iwmew°^ t0 ^ stra,ia s West- UculturaJ society. Jason Yat-Scn 

endura to decide whether to end heari ^ ^ preserving the Li, 25, a lawyer and son of Chi- 
rh*» l,c< “ . eQd head of state s lareetv ceretno- ■ r 


^ !ast constitutional link with 
Brilam came at the end of a con- 
stitutional convention in Can- 
berra yesterday, where 152 
delegates decided overwhelm- 
ingly that the question should 
go to a public vote. It voted 133- 
17 to set up a referendum, af- 
ter agreeing earlier by 89-52 to 
support in principle that Aus- 
tralia become a republic. 

Republican delegates at the 
two-week convention clapped 
and hugged when the results 
§) were announced. John Howard, 
* the Prime Minister, and a 
monarchist, told the convention 
it had spoken “very clearly”. 

If Australia voted yes to be- 
come a republic, it should make 
the change on 1 January 2001, 
the centenary of the country’s 
federation. 

There are two big hurdles 
still in the way of the change. 
The first is that the constitution 
is hard to change. Amending 
referendums must win a ma- 
jority nationally and also a ma- 
jority in four of the six states. 

The second problem is that, 
despite the convention’s support 
for a republic in principle, the 
question of what form of re- 
public Australiashould become 
is destined to divide the refer- 
jk endum campaign. Four differ- 
ent models, from four different 
blocs, fought for support at the 
Canberra convention. 

The model that won did so 
by fonr votes. It proposes that 
the head of state who replaces 
the Queen be approved by a 
two-thirds majority of federal 
parliament, after candidates 
have been nominated by the 


head of state s largely ceremo- 
nial functions. Dissident re- 
publicans, who wanted the head 
of state elected directly by the 
people, have branded this mod- 
el a “mule republic". 

Mr Howard privately be- 
lieves the referendum will fail. 
His conservative coalition will 
campaign neither for nor 
ag&inst He said members of the 
Liberal Party, which he leads, 
wiD have a free vote. He had lit- 
tle choice: six Liberal ministers 
have come out as republicans 
and more are expected to fol- 
low. Kim Beazley, the Labor 
Party opposition leader, said his 
party would campaign for the 
referendum. 

It could also be that Aus- 
tralians will swing behind the 
referendum as the country pre- 
pares for celebrations to mark 
the 2001 centenary. The Can- 
berra convention captured the 
country’s imagination. Thou- 
sands queued at the original 
Parliament House to watch re- 
publicans and monarchists de- 
bate the pros and cons of 
removing the monarchy from a 
constitution drawn up in Queen 
Victoria’s day. 

The convention came 100 
years after three conventions 
that drew up the constitution. 
These were largely non-elect ed 
and entirely male. Half the del- 
egates to the 1998 convention 
were elected in a postal ballot, 
half appointed by the govern- 
ment. Almost half were women, 
and five were Aborigines. 

The monarchists maintained 
that tacking a republic on to 
Australia's constitution would 
bring the Westminster system 


Cook inspects 
devastation of 
* Montserrat 


By Phil Davison 

in St johns, Antigua 


ROBIN COOK will become the 
first Foreign Secretary to set 
foot on a “British dependent 
territory" in the Caribbean to- 
day when he visits the volcano- 
stricken Montserrat. Mr Cook 
said in Antigua yesterday that 
he wants to see for himself the 
effects of two years of devasta- 
tion on the island and to reas- 
sure the 3,000 remaining 
islanders that Britain is not try- 
ing to force them out 

Most islanders said yesterday 
that they would receive Mr 
Cook politely but were still high- 
ly suspicious of Britain's longer- 
term motives. They noted that 
the British government was con- 
ditioning its promise of sup- 
porting the islanders oa reports 
by British scientists of the activity 
of the Soufriere Hills volcano. 

“At any moment, they could 
tell us ‘the volcano’s getting dan- 
gerous, we’ve gpt to get you all 
our'," said George, a Montser- 
rat taxi driver. “What kind of se- 
curity’ does that offer us?” The 
remaining islanders, just over 
one-quarter of the 11,000 in- 
habitants before the first erup- 
tion of 1995. are squeezed into 
a small northern area, with two- 
thirds of the island, including the 
capital, Plymouth, a ban doned. 

“I certainly hope Mrs Short s 
. not coming with him," several 
islan ders said yesterday, refer- 
ring to Clare Short, the Secre- 
tary of State for International 
Development. 

Ms Short disgusted the is- 
landers. most of whom had lost 


Lives or in 


particularly for visiting them 
during the latest Gulf crisis. 

After listening to the prob- 
lems of Montserratian refugees 
on tbe neighbouring island of 
Antigua this morning, he is to fly 
to Montserrat by helicopter. 
The island’s airstrip was dosed 
last year, before a pyroclastic flow 
thundered down on it, destroy- 
ing the terminal building and 
covering the airport with ash. 

During a helicopter tour of 
the devastated areas, including 
Plymouth, Mr Cook hopes to 
touch down briefly at the airstrip 
to see the damage, unless he is 
warned that the volcano could 
erupt again. Scientists say the 
volcano's dome has been re- 
buildmg again at the rale of eight 
cubic metres per second since its 
most recent major eruption last 
December. As a result, the 
British governor, Tony Abbott, 
and local government have 
stopped special trips into the 
evacuated zone by insurance as- 
sessors and residents with pass- 
es to retrieve possessions. . 

Before flying to Antigua 
yesterday, Mr Cook chaired 
the second day of a “Caribbean 
Forum" in Nassau, the Ba- 
hamas, during which he was ex- 
pected to pledged a higher 
priority to Britain s depen- 
dent territories,” now to be 
called “overseas territories”. 

At the forum, Britain was to do- 
nate a brand new, £500,000 
40ft fast boat for training the 
coastguards of Caribbean na- 
tions in anti-narcotics sweeps. 

Also at the forum, the Com- 
monwealth Development Cor- 
poration, along with several 
private banks, were to announce 

^“mkro^dits”tol^sman 



businesses startup as anernauves 

to the traditional industries, no- 
tahlv bananas- Many Caribbean 


, D- 

he said at 
ost want- 
jouseand 


said Mr 
treated. 


tably bananas. 

residents see narcotics and ba- 
nanas as Increasingly inter- 
linked. United States measures 

*hich affed Caribbean banana 
production are opening foedoor 
{o drug production or trafficking, 

the residents insisL 


nese immigrants from Hong 
Kong, said: “I have a vision in 
which an ethnic Australian may 
be elected head of state." 

The Queen was barely men- 
tioned at the convention. It 
would seem that her biggest 
worry will not be if the refer- 
endum decides to end her fam- 
ily's reign over Australia since 
1788, but if it produces an in- 
conclusive resulL, leaving her to 
stay on as a head of slate who 
is not really wanted. 



Photograph: AP 
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Hardware of war chills the desert breeze 

" An oldc 






By Raymond Whitaker 

in Kuwait 


THE CONCRETE bunkers of 
the Ali al-Salem air base in 
Kuwait loom up from the flat 
desert landscape like plastic 
building bricks on a carpet- It 
takes a moment or two to realise 
that, despite their 20ft thick 
walls, each has been cracked 
open, their heavy doors twisted 
or blown off, by laser-guided 
bombs exactly like the ones 
being mounted on the wings of 
the RAF Tornadoes parked 


outside. Suddenly the threat of 
military conflict with Iraq, only 
33 miles away, seems a lot less 
unreal. 

A week ago the eight 
Tornado fighter-bombers, their 
crews, equipment and support 
personnel were still in Europe. 
But as the diplomatic options 
narrow and the military build- 
up in the Gulf increases, the 
RAF finds itself using military 
facilities which the allies 
attacked seven years ago to 
deny them to Saddam Hus- 
sein’s invading forces. The sand 


around the bunkers is still lit- 
tered with lumps of concrete 
and metal from that war. 

The coalition against Iraq is 
fiuirh smaller this time, and the 

goal of using armed force -un- 
conditional inspection of Bagh- 
dad’s weapons facilities - 
immeasurably harder to 
achieve. In all probability the AH 
al-Salem base, last used by the 
RAF in 1961, would not have 
been pressed into service if 
alternatives in Saudi Arabia, a 
safer distance from Iraq, had 
bfi»p available. Kuwaiti civilians 


pnd nomadic Bedouns have • 

been advised to move out of the 

area. 

Ibe danger of handing Pres- 
ident Saddam a propaganda 
coup if large numbers of Iraqi 
dvifians are killed in air attacks 
was not far from the minds of 
Air Commodore Peter Harris, 
the most senior RAF officer in 
the Gulf region, or of the visit- 
ing Lord Gilbert, the defence 
procurement minister. In using 
terms such as “minimum col-, 
lateral damage” and “preci- 
sion bombing^ they recalled the 


exagge rated dams of 1991, but 
Air Commodore Harris 
' insisted; “Our targets and tac- 
tics would be selected to keep 
civilian casualties hopefully to 
zero. We have the skill to pin- 
point our attacks.” 

Behind him, deck 1,0001b 
bombs were being loaded in a 

chill desert breeze. 

Lord Gilbert, the latest of a. 
succession of British and Amer- 
ican officials to swing through 
the Gulf rallying support, said 


curate than seven years ago -T° 
questions about the strength o 
. the coalition against President 
Saddam, he replied that it was 
“growing all the time, almost by 

the hour”. British lives would be 
at risk, be added, HbA * 
exactly- why we would prefer a 
diplomatic solution”. __ 

The operational aircrews 
were kept away from the press, 
but the visit was a diversion ot 
sorts for the ground crews. 


like bloody Norf ^j n ^f 

noi^-saidoneengine^a 8 

ToSLdorip^i ^^ U)e 
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this time was “even more ac- 


for news of the ructions at 
Chelsea football dub. “It’s just 


haring been used infow-levei 

Sonairfields.Hietrrrte, 

though almost certainly ^not 
their tactics, would be similar 
this time, depUW? 

and 2,0001b Puveway UJ laser 
guided bombs. 


An older officer looking on 

wasmore reflective ten his 
. “When 1 first went into 
ihe RAF, none of thepeopieof 

assssss 

ho* effectivc * 

were in keeping the peace. 
Now I have three cmpai&i 
medals and a decoration, plus 

some foreign ones1 ”^ 
allowed to wear, mid it sthe 

same for thereof mygrao- 

ation. The world has got more 

. dangerous.” 
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Labour MP warns 
of ‘genocidal’ strike 






By Fran Abrams 

Fblitical Correspondent^ 




BOMBING Saddam Hussein’s 
biological and chemical weap- 
ons sites would have a geno- 
cidal” effect on the Iraqi people 

and on neighbouring countries. 

a Labour MP said yesterday. 

Tam Dalyell, member for 
Linlithgow and one of a group 
of MPs opposing the threatened 
military strike, said in a Com- 
mons debate that “by a sort of 

dreadful collusion with Sad- 
dam that the US and British 

governments wfll be directly 
contributing to genocide.” 

He quoted from a tetter to the 

Secretary of State for Defence, 
p. j m. and tn Robin 


resent, were not impressed by- 

his stance. “I don’tffimk^r 

want their present MP, the For- 
orandne around 


$Jjg| 





1 .iLont in yesterday, the seventh anniversary of the Amiriya shelter massacre dming th Enrjc f-faro/AP 

^elTter *3, ^Lo US mi-ite * -**«■»- US . 


Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
from an Open University pro- 
fessor, Stephen Rose, which 
warned that the danger to peo- 
ple m neighbouring states wouid 

be “incalculable”. -The letter 
said: “If the bombing is effective 
we are faced with the inevitable, 
uncontrolled release of large 
quantities of lethal agents, in- 
cluding presumably nerve and 
mustard gas as well as anthrax 

and radioactive materials. 

“These agents will drift over 
significant areas of Iraq result- 
ing in further Alness and death 
amongst its already impover- 
ished ci tizens and will not stop 
at Iraq’s borders.” 

Mr Dalyell also claimed that 
Mr Cook’s Livingston con- 
stituents, whom be used to rep- 


up support for aUowng tif 
British use of bases from i which 
in these circumstances to launch 
weapons of awesome destruc- 
tion,” he said. __ 

Repiying, the Foreign Office 

minister Derek Patched said 
that only the threat of military 
action could bring hope of Iraq 
complying with UN Security 
Council resolutions. 

“Without that [military! op- 
tion there would be no chance 
of the diplomatic process being 
successful And that is what we 
have been seeking — and wfll 
continue to seek,” he said. Tf we 
play the game in a way that ap- 
pears to be appeasement to dic- 
tatorship. the consequences that 

wifl follow, we should know 
from the history of this cenfory. 
are considerably more horrific 

than standing up to (fictatorship." 

After Mr Dalyell said that 
Tbny Blair should avoid making 
the mistakes of his predecessor 
Anthony Eden, who was forced 
to resign after Britain invaded 
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W-U M. — 

of an ‘'unworthy" personal at- 
tack on both the Prime Minis- 
ter and the Foreign Secretary. 

The exchanges came ahead 
of next Tuesday’s foil-day 
debates in both Houses ofPar- 
liamenL ' 


l. 

Russia’s links with Baghdad 
embarrass diplomatic drive 








THE ADVERT might have read something f 
like this: neglected former empire, with 

serious health and money worn®, seeks new ^ 

friends to share companionship, business 
d ea l ings, and a penchant for showing Amer- f 

icans that they are not the only heavyweights 

on the planet- Pariahs welcome. < 

The lonely heart, of course, is Russia 
whose relationship with Baghdad is new 
proving so frustrating to policy makers in ] 
Washington as they put the final touches : 
to their plans to bomb Iraq. 

True, Iraq cannot exactly be described 

as a new friend- ties gp well back into Soviet 

times -but its relationship with Moscow has 
been recast in the last few years during Rus- 
sia's slow drift away from an esclusvefy pro- 
Western liberal foreign policy. 

That much is dear every time Boos 
Yeltsin lurches onto the world stage with his 
theatrical predictions that a strike against 
Iraq could lead to a third wodd war. But now 
a far more sinister dimension to the rela- 
tionship is being presented to the world. 

Russia stands accused of using its for- 
eign intelligence agents covertly to help Sad- 
dam Hussein in his efforts to thwart 
United Nations inspectors. It is alleged that 
Moscow may even have sold - or, at least, 
planned to seD - equipment to pursue his 
murderous goals, by striking a deal with 
Bagh dad to supply an animal feed fer- 
mentation tank that could also have been 
used to make biological weapons. 

The claims arose in Thursday’s Wash- 
ington Post , and seem to have come from 

a source in the CIA. Yesterday the Times 
repeated part of them, adding an account 
of a meeting by members of the UN Spe- 
cial Commission (Unscom), who in 1996 
gathered at a hotel in Basingstoke, Hamp- 
shire to prepare for a trip to Iraq. 

The Times said an official was seen 


Phil Reeves in Moscow 
examines claims that 
Russia helped Saddam 
over arms inspections 


pumping information out of Russian com- 
mission members eveiy night. He turned 
out to be the London-based “resident” from 
the Russian foreign intelligence service, 
SVR. When the team eventually arrived at 
a suspect site in Iraq, they found their way 
blocked by Iraqi troops, who had apparently 
been tipped off. 

Both stories have been angrily dis- 
missed by Moscow officials. The Times’ ac- 
count was waved aside by the Federal 
Security Service. “Any sensible person can 
see it lacks common sense and logic,” said 
spokesman Yuri Kobaladze. “What would 

be the point of our ‘resident’ officer going 
to Hampshire to meet our representatives?" 

Dfeceming foe truth in a conflkt in which 

both sides are experts in the art of black 
propaganda will be difficult. Bui it is easy 
to see why the West is suspicious of 
Moscow. For most of the decade Russia’s 
foreign polity has been steadily pro-West- 
ern. Hungry for loans, debt relief foreign 
investment, renewed global clout and a 
means to force the repayment of Soviet era 
debts, Moscow has pressed consistently for 
integration into international Western-run 
institutions. 

Now it has shifted to more ambivalent 
ground. It has watched unhappily as Nato 
i prepares to march to its borders. It has seen 

■ the United States grab a hefty stake in the 
Caspian, whose vast oil reserves Moscow 
l grew used to covet as its own. Whilst it 


knows it will long be financially dependent 
on the West - and cannot truly welcome 
the prospect of a heavily aimed Saddam - 
it is casting about for a new role. 

Central to this process is the figure of 
Yevgeny Primakov, a fluent Arab speaker 
whose friendship with Saddam Hussein 
stretches back three decades. The Western 
media rarefy mentions the Foreign Minis- 
ter’s name without reminding their cus- 
tomers that he is the former head of foreign 

intelligence. 

Yet he is subtler figure than a knee-jerk 
Cold Warrior. He is a pragmatic geopolit- 
ical strategist who is looking for a counter- 
weight to American power and a means of 
restoring the status of Russian diplomacy. 

Critics He has aplenty. He is making a “grave 

mistake”, wrote Michael McFaul, anana- 
lyst at the Moscow Carnegie Centre. “The 
economic advantages of open trade with 

Iraq are only a fraction of the potential eco- 
nomic benefits of Western integration. 

Mr Primakov is, however, far from 
master of his destiny. A handful of mighty 
energy and banking interests stand guard 
constanlfy at his shoulder, trying to fuse for- 
eign policy with their interests. Last year 
Russia strode a multi-billion dollar deal to 
develop the Quma oil field southern Iraq, 
agreeing not to go ahead until UN sanc- 
tions are lifted. Lukoil the leader of the 
consortium involved in the contract, is 
widely considered one of the bandfol. 
Before Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. the 

, Soviet Union had thousands of ^eaalisB 

in Baghdad. It had played a partmthe de- 
t velopment of 15 Iraqi ofl fields. The army 

> used Soviet aircraft and Soviet tanks, ha 
i ing spent some $7bn(£43bn) on arms- a 

; bill that is still unpaid. When the Iraq con- 

v fikt is is settled, expect to see Moscow casn- 
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Iran unyielding on Rushdie death-threat 


By Andrew Marshall 
and agencies 


ON THE ninth anniversary of 
the fatwa against Salman 
Rushdie, Britain yesterday 
called for Iran to find a “satis- 
factory solution” to the im- 
passe over the death sentence 
if has passed on the writer. 

“The European Union wel- 
comes the new Iranian govern- 
ment's stated commitment to 


respect the rule of law and 
their emphasis on the need for 
a dialogue of civilisations,” a 
S tate ment - from the Foreign 
Office said. Britain holds the 
presidency of the EU. But signs 
from Iran were not encourag- 
ing. A judicial official said the 
Indian-born British writer must 
be killed. “The shedding of 
this man’s blood is obligatory* 
said Morteza Moqtadaie. Iran s 
chief prosecutor. In a fatwa, or 


decree, on 14 February, 1989, 
Ayatollah Khomeini said 
Rushdie should be lolled for al- 
legedly insulting the Prophet 
Muhammad in his book The Sa- 
tanic Verses. Since then he has 
lived largely in hiding and un- 
der protection of the British 
government. “Any Muslim who 
hears an iifiult to the Prophet 
must kill the person who com- 
mits the insult. It is better that 
those closest to that person try 


to kfll him first," Mr Moqtaj^f 

said in a sermon at Tehran Uni- 
versity. Worshippers shouted 
AUahu Akbar [God is great] 
when he said “Rushdie must 
die.” Mr Moqtadaie, a dene, 
said that during his lifetime 
Muhammad sent two people to 

cut the throat of a man who bad 
insulted him. “What Khomeuu 

did is exactly what the Prophet 
did, and this [death sentence] 

must be preserved.” 
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The black heart of Indian politics 


^pbam in New Ddhi 

. infestation of Indian nolitSHhf** ? ,s 1116 

* MVs nightmare^ th^ 

ra=5-s»~ 

nak, often png leaders, several of them 
with muUtple murders to their name 
On Thursday a panel consisting of a rc- 

™?nr e ^ Wr aQ d tLe oth- 
er upstanding citizens, sponsored bv the 

*** presented die 
findmp of then xesearch into the crimi- 
nahratjon of Indian politics. More than^OOO 
candidates are contesting this election 
had the resources to examine 500 

of those id the mainstream parties. Of those, 

“° re ^ m Panel’s judgement, de- 

serve to be barred from standing. 

“Tb have true democracy in this country” 
A Mdip S,ngh. a former Supreme 

W Court judge, —there must be stringent laws 

barring those who have criminal records from 
participating in tbe elections." 

11 S 3 i y 00016 35 3 ^tpnse that India has 
to such law. At present any citizen can stand 
for election in India unless they have bad 
a criminal conviction upheld by the 
Supreme Court. In theory this ought to be 
enough to keep the criminals out but so 
long-drawn-out is the judicial process, and 
so susceptible to political pressure, that 
many confirmed, indeed outrageous crim- 
inals, are strolling the corridors of power. 

Phoolan Devi, the “bandit queen" from 
the ravines of Madhya Pradesh, is only the 
most infamous example. After shooting to 
death 22 upper-caste villagers in revenge for 
being raped and abused years earlier, the 
female gang leader was held in prison for 
1 1 years without being brought to trial. When 
members of her own caste am<> to power 
in the state she was released, and isnowrun- 
9 ning for a second term as the Samajwadi Par- 
ty’s candidate farMhzapur in Uttar Pradesh. 

It is the ‘‘Hindi belt” of impoverished 
North Indian states, including Uttar 
Pradesh, which provide the most flagrant 
examples of the crim inalisa tion of politics. 
Uttar Pradesh is the biggest state in the 



Flat plan: Party workers carrying cut-outs of Bal Thackeray, the prominent Hindu, to various election campaign rites in Bombay yesterday 


Photograph: AP 


Union: with a population of 140 million, 
if it were a sovereign country it would be 
the eighth biggest in the world, bigger than 
Japan. Last October the state was the scene 
of a power struggle between two chief min- 
isters. The victorious minister, Kaiyan 
Singh, clinched his triumph by luring 
dozens of representatives to his side of the 
chamber with promises of ministerial posts. 
The result was the biggest cabinet in Indi- 
an history, 93 members, of which at least 
1 7 had criminal backgrounds. The new min- 
isters included Hari Shankar Thwart a gang 
leader with nine murder cases pending 


against him, and Prcra Prakash Singh, the 
“Terror of Terai”, accused of two cases of 
murder and three of attempted murder. 

What made Kaiyan Singh's coup all the 
more perturbing was that he is a prominent 
member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), 
the Hindu Nationalist Party which has long 
asserted that it is the only party of princi- 
ple left in the country. % this cynical ma- 
noeuvre Kaiyan Singh indicated that the BJP 
is just opportunistic as its rivals. The BJP 
was briefly in power at the centre last year, 
and may well win the coining election. 

The political rise of the “Gooodas*'or 


Mafiosi reflects the fact that much of the 
Indian hinterland is still in the grip of feu- 
dalist ic overlords who control their com- 
munities through menace and terror. The 
rapid succession of expensive elections, and 
the absence of real policy issues, has 
brought a frightening symbiosis into be- 
ing: between the political parties on the one 
hand, strapped for cash and eager for 
winnable candidates; and casb-happy 
Gooodas, glad of a way to launder their 
funds and legitimise their power. 

“Most political parties are prepared to 
embrace them for the power they can ex- 


ercise over their caste or community with 
their ferocious image, ” wrote Alok Sbar- 
raa recently in The Pioneer. 

The ultimate blame for this state of af- 
faires laid at the door of Indira Gandhi, who, 

while prime minister in the Seventies, re- 
moved the ceiling on election expenditure, 
thus practically inviting gangsters to parley 
their black money into political power 
through the election process. The conse- 
quence is seen in the benighted condition 
of huge tracts of Northern India, which look 
exactly as desperate and lawless as you would 
expect of places ruled by outlaws. 


Germans seize 
Kurdish suspect 

German prosecutors said they had de- 

^a a S^ der < f^f rdis - 

“*8 federal Prosecutor’s 

^ the Turkish eft- 
ffiESEde* » Aygul B. hud 

and Dortmund _g tam .a m 

SA Aids toll 

Hie Health Minister* Nkosazana Zuma. 
said 1,500 South Africans were rnfect- 

Sev^ day with the virus that ^us- 
es Aids. A spokesman said around - 

Sllfan SoumAfricans were imaw^re 

they were infected with ^ 
United Nations programme UNAIDb 
estimates 2.4 million of South Africa 
population of just under 40 milhon are 
already infected with HIV, more than 
the total number infected m the whole 
of the Americas. 

Reuters, Cope Town 

Frozen out 

Alexander Lebed, who once said he 
wanted only one job, Russia's presi- 
dency, has decided to run for governor 
of a Siberian province as a stepping- 
stone to the Kremlin. “I’ve ...put my 
, faith in the hands of the people of Kras- 
I noyarsk. If they decide their governor 
is worthy of running for president, then 
I will go. If not, then it's useless.” 

” — At > Moscow 

Driving force 

Germany's Foreign Ministry has sent 
Georgian President Eduard Shevard- 
nadze a new armour-plated limousine 
to replace the one damaged in Mon- 
day’s unsuccessful assassination at- 
tempt A spokesman said Germany was 
indebted to him for his role in events 
leading to the fall of the Berlin Whfl and 
Germany’s unification. The former 
Soviet foreign minister was in a mo- 
torcade in Tbilisi when assailants with 
grenade launchers opened fire. He 
was unh urt. — Reuters, Bonn 
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Imiependefitand Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
to^rffer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
y',7: #cofL6n4onV top restaurants throughout January and February for £10 


;wilN©EPENDENT 


. The lndef>endent offer is available at 
j^ToB^nig; 

. Blueb'irdiSOKff^ Road. London, SW3 5UU 
i ‘ ’ CH 71 \559 ' 1000 i •' . v i 

evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

• v.~ • «• : \\ " I " • \ _ 

' BKie-P/int CateThe Desjgt Museum. 28 Shad Thames, 


nmiHWimra 


M&ZZ O 




BLUEBIRD 


QUACLIN O' S 


ZINC 

BAR-GRILL 



THE INDEPENDENT INDEfcEfcipENT 

| Vattd between Saturday February Hth and Frkhy February 2Dth| 

Name — 


Address- 


Th« voucher enodes tfte holder and sM mewben o» ** ****$* 
porOOpune in The Indqjendwtt/OxvTn R*nn«nti Q0 km<* olte 


CD k.- 


f From Monday. January 5th until Saturday February 20th, the following establishments are offering readers, 
a two course lunch orearty evening supper for just £10 per person. 

>. •/ . • How to Book.-/:- - y ? ; . • W ' • v / 

To pariadpate in die offer simply collect one token (tokens win be printed every day. until Sattirday ^rixary^28th)- 
dien telephone the irestaurant of- your. choice' quoting yourself as an Iridepende.rit diner. On your arrival at die restaurant 
you should present your token in order to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The to- 
V Mens wiU be valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue tb participate in the offer, simply collect a 
; token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pro- boo king is essential and all bookings are suhfeetto availability. 

A special discount is available on selected Items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops on presentation of the to- 

. • '* • . . ken. • '.'i ' V T '' "• 


£U ; 7|'i37B7JBf ".ir • 

Uricb!pfec»n - 3pm, eady evenkig supper 6pm -7pm" 

Le Pont^e hf Tpiir Bar.& Grill 36d Shad Thames. 

:• London. ^ SE1-2YE 

. 0i7f Mto : v ' 

Unch f 2riKsn' r 3pm. early ,««ning supper 6pm -7pm 

Mezz 6' 100 VVkrdcur Street London, W1V 3LE 
QI7.l'3M4p00: • 

- jjjnch.l Sxjoh - 3pm, early everting supper 6pm - 7pm 
dosed feharitylundilime, open Sunday 1 2pm - 4pm 

Quigiino’s :-i.6 Buty Street St jamss’s. London. SWI Y 

... 6AL . . :.V-- ' 

QI7I?30^767/:;'.' 

Lundi 1 2nopii ^3prh, pariyeverwig supper 5.30pm - 
6.30pm ‘ . ‘ 

Zinc Bar 8L Grill. 21 Heddon Street London. WIR 7LF 

0J71 255 : W99-- : 

•' The sped# 3. course ;menu is avaibble between l2noon and 

;.'7prri •• ; / 

. ; brivveEn Monday and WeckSesday he offer is extended until 

•/Lip .. . . 

" , '7he 0 &r is availaWe 7 days a week at aH six restaurants 
_ • 0 ? 5 Ed frorn fcpm on Sunday Offer not awibble after of m on 
Rdxwvy . ... 



Our Sharan S costs just £1^615 for the set menu. 
Or can we tempt you to the a la carte? 


That 'on the road' price buys you air conditioning, power steering, driver's airbag, engine immobiliser, electric front windows, 
central locking and stereo radio/cassette. That said, a total of twenty-one optional extras should prove no less appetising. 

Surprisingly ordinary prices 
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Prize winners 


Independent’ photographers shine at World Press Photo contest 


and take Nikon's fehtonPhoto. 


grapher of the Year title 





Haunting 
anguish of 



slaughtered villagers. AjJSd ‘NoThewasto 


; photographers. 
n«»»r n<a 



S theSeS^efof^motoof eigta 

SSSSkcn was saved to haunt the world- 
■"SS fe^and the oldest of Algeria’s sur- 

vwSg-20 war photographers (* ““jjg 
been murdered) and he knows the nsks .*teo- 
Xare much more frightened of a camera than 
of a Kalashnikov [rifle]," he says. dyou 

around the streets with a camera, someo new® 
put a bullet in your bead.’ , Ujst Se P tem ^. . 

^ansmtted just two frames of thewom^I^ 

^feUhke I hadn’ t got any good pictmes. I only 
realised the next day, when Pans told me. 


Adventure 


in fashion 


takes prize 


Sheridan Morley 

Fashion Photography 


THE freelance photographer 
Sheridan Morley was 
named 1997 Fashion Photogra- 
pher of the Year at the Nikon 
Press Awards on Thursday night » 
The prize of £1.500 was pre- 
sented to Ms Morley for her di- 
verse portfolio of fashion 
photography, including three 
images commissioned for The In- 
dependent Saturday Magazine 
and the Independent on Sunday 
Review. She arrived at Bafta for 
the ceremony just in time after 
a day shooting a fashion story for 
next week's Independent. 

A news and fashion photog- 
rapher for Today newspaper un- 
til 1995, Ms Morley has covered 
the catwalk shows for The Inde- 
pendent but has recently con- 
centrated on her own style of 
fashion photography. The judges 
described her work as “very 
controlled . . . very beautiful and 
adventurous”. 

Fashion was introduced as a 
separate category for the first 
time this year with entrants in- 
vited to submit a portfolio of five 



Africa’s 
children 
take the 


floor 


“Ballroom Dance In Townships” 
By Jodie Bieber^ 


pictures. Also highly com- 
mended in this section was the 
freelance photographer Peter 
Macdiarmid.who has also cov- 
ered the international fashion 
shows for The Independent 


The judges included The In- 
dependent ’s picture editor David 
Swanborough, Dave Viggers, 
picture editor of Reuters news 
agency, and Isabella KuDman, 
picture editor of Vogue. 


THIS PICTURE of Mis Pale- 
man’s dance academy m 
Ennerdale, south of Johan- 
nesburg, won the Arts Single 
Image award. 

In the accompanying story, 
published in the Independent on 
Sunday in November last year, 
Mary Braid wrote describing 
how ballroom dancing had 
caught the imagination of black 
children from the South 
African townships. 

The academy is in a 
-coloured” area, but also re- 
cruits children from the neigh- 
bouring black squatter camp. 

' Jodie Bieber has freelanced 
for a variety of international 
and South African newspa- 
pers and magazines for the past 
six years. Before taking up 
photography professionally, 
she was a media planner for an 

i advertising agency. 

Yesterday she said that she 
loved the sense of pride that 



,r \ 

• ■> *8 


. . • '".uadi 


mow 


came through in the ballroom 
dancing picture. 

-Africa is always portrayed 
in such a negative way, it's al- 
ways poverty and starving chil- 
dren. That is part of the 
continent’s stoiy but not it 
all,” she said. 

“In this picture the chil- 


dren's sense of pride shines 
through. For me, that’s what 
the image is all about, its 
about hope and the positive.” 

The children’s teacher, Paul 
Kgola, begins dance practice by 
telling his young coloured and 
black pupils that they can 
achieve anything if they put 


their minds to it. He tells them 
to think of themselves as win- 
ners, and their successes 
in competitions are proof 
that his particular approach 
works. 

Apartheid once prevented 
black dancers from competing 
againsL whites. Although the 


racially segregated dancing asr 
sociations only amalgamated 
two years ago, the children at 
Ennerdale are already picking 
up the top prizes. 

Jody Bieber also won sec- 
ond prize in the arts picture sto- 
ly category in the international wk 
competition. 


Aiist 


AT LAST! 



Figures from leading analysts show that pu can pay companies with a turnover in 

European countries. But not any more. Fujitsu one of the £ largest ^ manufacturing economies of 
excess of $36billion and a market leader in desktop and mobile computing has useo its 

scale to bring Continental European prices to the UK! 



Cordant NA-5 

233MHz Intel Pentium* II process o 

32 MB SDRAM „ 

3D/4MB Graphics Card 

2GB Hard Disk Drive liTO^y 

i 24 x Speed CD ROM 

> 16 Bit Soundcard pentium 8 ! 

i 25 Watt Stereo Speakers 

» 15” Colour Monitor £995 inc. VAT 
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• Cordant NA45 

- 200MHz Intel Pentium" processor 
with MMX” technology 

• 32 MB RAM 

• 3D/2MB Graphics Card 

• 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

- 24x Speed CD ROM 

• 25 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• 15" Colour Monitor 

£845 

Inc. VAT 


Myrica NA-7 

166MHz Intel Pentium* processor 

with MMX" technology 

-(Black desktop) Wfam 

• 32 MB RAM 

• 3D/2MB Graphics Card V iHOh® 
► 2GB Hard Disk Drive 

• 2Qx Speed CD ROM pentiui! 

• 12 Watt Stereo Speakers 

• 33.6k Fax Modem £• AAA 

- 14” Colour Monitor LQ99 

(Upgrade to 15- Monitor £501 me. VAT 
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Call this number to order your multimedia PC 
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Family bond 
two men 
and a baby 

Sam and Rob may not be a traditional couple, but their 
commitment to each other is just as strong says Emma Cook 


MARRIAGE for 
THE MILLENNIUM 





SAM AND ROB are typical 
expectant parents-to-be. Sip- 
ping red wine in a Soho pub, 
they both talk excitedly of the 
months ahead; of how they're 
looking forward to the new 
scan; the reality of sleepless 
nights with a crying baby and 
changing nappies, the resigned 
acceptance that life will never 
be quite the same again come 
July, Sam’s eyes light up with 
pride when he talks about his 
@ first response to the pregnan- 
cy. “When I found out it was 
just extraordinary. It was com- 
plete elation.” 

Except that they're not typ- 
ical. Rob. an architect, and 
Sam, a book editor, are a gay 
couple who met mother-to-be 
Kate through an advertisement 
in the gay press earlier last year. 
Kate, also gay. has a four-year- 
old son, Ben, with another gay 
donor who sees the child reg- 
ularly and plans to help out 
when ’KaTe’s- second child iff 
born. They all live near ear* 
other in north London. 

On paper, the scenario 
seems extremely complicated, 
or as Sam admits, "a potential 
negotiating nightmare”. Yet, 


as they map out their various 
plans and childcare arrange- 
mems, you realise it's a great 
deal more straightforward, 
emotionally at least, than so 
many messy domestic set-ups. 
But unlike the aftermath of di- 
vorce, their situation is borne 
out of a desire to have a child, 
not based around a failed re- 
lationship. So there are no hos- 
tile feelings or power games to 
be resolved, just a firm com- 
mitment to making things work 
for the sake of the child. 

Sam says: “You have to be 
so careful about everything you 
say and do -you have to keep 
on good terms and resolve 
problems really quickly.” And 
as Rob adds: “It’s essential to 
create sq^ sort of stability and 
routine.” 

Sam and Rob, who’ve been 
living together for about three 
years, began to explore the 
possibility of starting a family 
two years ago. Rob, 35. says: 
“We were in a situation where 
things were much more stable 
for us. We were an established 
couple and wanting children 
was really the next step.” Ini- 
tially Sam wanted to get mar- 
ried, although he laughs at the 
idea now, and they have both 
considered some sort of com- 
mitment ceremony, although 
Rob squirms slightly, knowing 
bow cheesy that sounds. “Fve 
seen it done so badly before - 
it’s a taste issue really.” 

Sam, now 36, has wanted to 
be a father since his early thir- 
ties. “Before that it was a case 
of, tyes/Tingay so I suppose I 
won't ever be able to be a par- 
enf. Then I began to realise that 
it could be possible because of 
what was happening in the 
Stales - surrogacy and adop- 
tion. So it opened up a lot of 


emotional desires to have a 
kid.” 

They rapidly discovered, 
though, that as a gay male cou- 
ple, most avenues for parenting 
were firmly closed to them. In 
this sense, lesbian couples have 
a lot more choice if they wish 
to start a family. According to 
Stonewall spokeswoman Anya 
Palmer, only very few gay mal e 
couples have opted for co-par- 
enting - partly because it’s so 
difficult lo organise. “It’s some- 
thing that lesbian couples find 
it far easier to do. They can use 
an individual donor or opt for 
co-parenting.” 

According to Stonewall's re- 
search, one in six gay women has 
children, compared with one in 
10 gay men, but the figures in- 
clude children from previous 
heterosexual relationships. For 
male gay couples who wish to 
start a family from scratch, the 
numbers are negligible, partly 
because gay couples can't adopt 
-it's still illegal under the 1976 
Adoption Act - although single 
people can. “It's a travesty,” says 
Palmer. “And from the child's 
point of view it isn’t ideal." 

Sn Rnh and Sam reaKwl that 

if they wanted to be parents at 
all, they would have to compro- 
mise. Rob says: “Originally we’d 
have preferred to have done this 
as a couple. But there's ab- 
solutely no other way of doing 
if After a series of long dis- 
cussions with Kate they agreed 
on a 6Q/40 split of financial and 
parental responsibility: looking 
after the child for six days spread 
over a fortnight Sam is going to 
start freelance working so he can 
enjoy more flexibility. AD the co- 
parents plan to spend birthdays 
and Chi^tmases together, as weD 
as the odd Sunday lunch and pic- 
nic. 
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United we stand: But 

according to Stonowall, 

only one in 10 gay men 
has a child 

Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Not that this should make 

any difference to the child's up- 


1 *$' 


In those first few meetings, 
they hashed through every as- 
pect of the venture; gauging 
each other's thoughts on school- 
ing health and politics. It comes 
across as a curiously business- 
like experience, until you realise 
that it can't really be ap- 
proached in any other way. 
“It’s quite odd”, says Sam. “It's 
not like any other relationship 
that would begin and then de- 
velop. You’re immediately start- 
ing out with the idea, ‘okay, we 


might make a baby of this'. 
You're trying to leap ahead 
across so many hurdles.” 

Ouc of the bigger hurdles 
was choosing who should be the 
biological father. Originally it 
was going lo be Sam but after 
some tests it transpired that Rob 
had the higher sperm count. “It 
was DIY” explains Rob. “Kate 
used one of those plastic sy- 
ringes at home. It worked like 
a dream,” be beams. 

Sam, meanwhile, found that 


whole period gruelling. “Ai first 
I did feel differently that it was 
his sperm. 1 had real problems 
with it'i went through a really 
depressing time partly because 
my need to biologically repro- 
duce was far stronger than I rc- 
alisetL Wy dad is dead and a lot 
of that was tied into it” Now. 
though, he seems quite happy 
that Rob is the biological father. 
“It’s quite nice because I love 
Rob so much. Knowing that it’s 
part of him makes me love the 


philrt even now — in a way that 
I wouldn’t feel initially if 1 was 
an adoptive parent” When the 
time comes, saysSam, they will 
teD the child who the biologi- 
cal father is. But well also say 

that the reason he’s here is down 
to all of us.” 

Still. Sam is aware that his 
role will be pretty unique, if not 
a little confusing at first *Tm 
starting to appreciate how 
adoptive parents feel and es- 
tranged parents too." 


Charlie Lewis, who 
has researched fatherhood over 
ftebst 28 years. "There’s no ev- 
idence that there’ll be any am- 
biguity about roles if the pare nls 

are gay. The point k that aD par- 
ents reinvent patterns. That’s 
what’s creative about parenting, 
especially now that we’re so de- 
tached from our extended fam- 
ilies.” 

This could be even truer for 
gay couples, who can't rely on 
their own parents’ support — 
moral or otherwise. As Sam 
says, “The parent has to get 
their bead around having a gay 
r-hfM but then when it becomes 
gay-difld-having-baby, it’s more 
difficult to handle.” Sam’s 
mother, who lives in the Hint- 
ed States, has been extremely 
supportive, while Rob is brac- 
ing himself to break the news to 
both his parents. 

“ It is scary because 1 sense 
disapproval”, be laughs warily. 
“You always want to be ap- 
proved of by your parents and 
once you show them some- 
thing alternative you want them 
to react positively to it.™ 

In terms of their own peer 
group, Sam says his straight 
friends are, surprisingly more 
tolerant about the whole ven- 
ture than his gay friends. “So far 
we've had more reastance from 
our gay friends - some gay 
men wonder why we're buying 
into the established culture, 
the norm,” Rob adds. “Most of 
our straight friends have kids 
and think it's a briDiant idea, es- 
pecially in our situation, because 
well have time off every few 
days. They’re quite envious - 
they think we Ve got the best of 
both worlds.” 


Snowboarding: is it a sport or the new rock ’n’ roll? 


It’s the coolest 
thing on the piste 
at any rate. Alister 
Morgan reports 
on an Olympic 
^phenomenon 

FIRST it was someone getting 
caught using marijuana. Next 
came the news that another 
par ticipant bad wrecked his 
hotel room. Twenty years ago, 
you’d have assumed this was the 
behaviour of the members 
of a rock band. Today these 
are the antics of sportsmen. But 
not just any sportsmen - the 
exponents of the hippest 
winter game around — snow- 
bearding. 


The sport achieved notori- 
ety last week when the Cana- 
dian snowboarder, Ross 
RebagUati, was stripped of his 
gold medal at the Winter 
Olympics in Nagano, after test- 
ing positive for marijuana. A 
successful appeal meant he 
was allowed to keep his medal, 
but not before rival Austrian 
boarder, Martin “The Termi- 
nator" Freinademetz was ex- 
pelled from the Olympic 
village. His Olympic accredi- 
tation was withdrawn after a 
party at his hotel, when equip- 
ment was damaged and there 
were reports that a snowmobile 
bad gone missing. 

“Wte had a party, we had fun. 
something got broken, it’s not 
cool, but it happened ...” 
Freinademetz told reporters 
on Thursday. 

These antics did nothing to 
deter the crowds at Nagano, 


with more than 10.000 watch- 
ing the sport's inaugural ap- 
pearance. 

Snowboarding is far more 
than a spectator sport, howev- 
er. Estimates suggest snow- 
boarders will outnumber skiers 
within the next lOyears. It's an 
extraordinary achievement for 
a sport which did not exist 30 
years ago and in the Eighties 
was still banned from many ski 
resorts. Today, with an esti- 
mated 5 million converts 
around the globe (60,000 from 
the UK), it is increasingly chal- 
lenging the traditional Alpine 
supremacy of skiing. 

So what had made this sport 
the coolest activity an snow, and 
the hottest thing at the Winter 
Olympics? Sure, its foDowers 
love its adrenaline-inducing 
q ualiti es, but the whole lifestyle 
that goes with it, from the ca- 
maraderie of the snowboarders 



to the dothes, are what have at- 
tracted young people to the 
peaks. 

At first glance, snowboard- 
ing and tiding do not appear too 
dissimilar, but crucially, snow- 
boarding derives from surfing 


and skateboarding -not skiing. 

Like surfers, snowboarders 
are usually younger. (23 on av- 
erage) and live a tribal existence, 
travelling from country to coun- 
try in search of the best snow. 

Snowboarding is broken 


down into four categories: Duel 
Giant Slalom; Boardercross 
(similar to a motor-cross trade 
with snow); Big Air & Style 
(competitors launch themselves 
off a snow ramps and perform 
acrobatics in mid-air); and the 
Halfpipe (inspired by skate- 
boarding, in which the com- 
petitor gathers speed and rides 
hank to bank perfonning tricks). 

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) endorsed 
two disciplines, but many 
boarders reject the notion of a 
sport altogether. Tb them snow- 
boarding is a “lifestyle”. 

21-year-old Melanie Lean- 
do is the current Women's 
Halfpipe champion and is also 
a convert from skiing. “I enjoy 
skiing, but snowboarding is so 
much more unrestricted.” she 
says. “You don’t have any poles, 
just a great feeling of commu- 
nity among snowboarders, and 


I just love being in the moun- 
tains. It's just you and the 
mountain; there’s nothing else 
quite like iL”. 

Rebagfiati’s positive test for 
marijuana will not have sur- 
prised anyone connected with 
snowboarding. Olympic snow- 
boarders are no more likely to 
take drugs than any other ath- 
lete, but the sport is inherent- 
ly social. When participants 
habitually meet at the end of 
the day they are just as lflcety to 
drink, and experiment with 
drugs, as any other group of 
young people. ‘ 

Tte advent of snowboarding 
has essentially brought a clash 
of cultures between two gen- 
erations (Freinademetz used to 
compete, in a gorilla suit. He 
gave that up but stifl retains his 
bleached blonde hair, goatee 
and eyebrows). As recently as 
five years ago many ski resorts 


banned boarders from their 
slopes, but snowboarding's abil- 
ity to attract big money has al- 
tered perceptions. 

Sponsors are falling over 
themselves to be associated 
with a growing sport whose 
protagonists are young, vibrant 
and highly marketable. While 
the minimum equipment (ex- 
clusive of clothing) required 
for snowboarding includes a 
snowboard, boots aDd bindings 
which can costs between £500 
and £1,500, countless urban 
youths, who will never see the 
top of a mountain are spending 
hundreds of pounds of snow- 
boarding jackets, trainers, sun- 
glasses and other bit and pieces. 

So while TV viewers around 
the woddmimid at the creativity 
of the Olympic spoit, and debate 
the ethical implications of Re- 
bagliatfscase, businessmen are 
merely rubbing their hands. 
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Fabulous Butcher Boy 

Like the central character in his latest film, Neil Jordan would rather not grow up. Nick Hasted asked him why 


IT WAS the voice Neil Jordan 
recognised first Insistently in- 
nocent ultimately terrible, it was 
a voice he couldn't have in- 
vented, but it suited him like 
skin. It was the voice of the 
Butcher Boy, Francie Brady, a 
voice beard first in the head of 
Irish writer Patrick McCabe. 
77ie Butcher Bay was his novel, 
and Jordan didn’t want to direct 
it. But when he started to work 
on its screenplay, he found he 
had no choice. The voice 
wouldn't leave him. He'd grown 
up hearing it, after all. “It's the 
voice of rural Ireland," he says, 
“the surreal pleasure in the or- 
dinary you used to find there. 
I grew up in Dublin, not the 
country. But 1 knew that child’s 
voice so well." 

Jordan is sitting in the Soho 
office where he began his 
Butcher Boy. He talks quietly but 
with an even rhythm, looking 
out of the window absently. He’s 
been around a long time, but his 
magical, complicated visions 
haven’t wavered. There are 
sickly-sweet sensations in Nigh: 
In Tunisia , the 1976 collection 
of short stories which made his 
young name, which linger still, 
attitudes in his first, impres- 
sionistic novel, The Past, which 
surface in the sw eep of Michael 
Collins. Ail his films are dreams, 
false memories. The sensuous 
fairytale landscape of The Com- 
pany of Wolves seeps into 
the London of The Ctying 
Game. 

The Butcher Boy may be the 
first time the source of those 
dreams has been reached. It’s 
set in the Ireland of the early 
1960s. Its young boy, Francie, 
talks to the Virgin Mary and to 
aliens, to fish in the river and 
to his best friend. It's an imag- 
inative world so rich that, when 
his best friend abandons him, it 
bursts its banks, bloodily drown- 
ing the “real" world around him 
as he seeks vengeance on his 
neighbours. It's the Ireland 
Neil Jordan grew up in. 

“One of the reasons I want- 
ed to do the movie was to rein- 
vent that world,” he says. “I 
remember that mental atmos- 
phere so well, the mixture of in- 
nocence and savagery, the 
strange cruelties. At school and 
at church, you were told about 
realities that had nothing to do 
with the world around you. 
You were told that God spoke 
to you personally. When I was 
a child, 1 spent half my time in 
a world that was not real at all. 
I remember being told at school 
that when God wanted priests, 
you just heard his voice. He said, 
Til choose you', and there was 
nothing you could do about it 








A WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID. _USTER 

SOME SCORN has be™ 

poured p°P oor0 ^ d ^ was now gone. 

Prescott because hcdec^ Tr’s true that most rock and 
after his dousmgatThe Bn^ composers seem rooted 

toswydogg^yonsojatlie subject matter, 

could wahAFleewoodMac. virtually 

Had he hung on wet and n»- toweL IVecev- 

rious for ShoJa Ama or AB .. understood why. Tn 

Saints, the ^® ICS 0O ^er musical form, from 
might have redeemed at least aoow^ ^ are writers re- 
a little street cred [for New ^j^^^^eyeais. 
Labour. But Fleetwood Mac. ^ often on the 

As it happens, fm with JL.*. merest works. 


Neil Jordan: Mt*s a story of repression of emotion, of cultural deprivation, of people who cant even say they love each other’ 


“I wandered around for two 
years with my hands on tny ears 
in case I heard that voice say- 
ing, ’Netl'. It was like being con- 
nected to another world These 
things are very real to a child. 
Ireland wasn’t really penetrat- 
ed by the outside world until the 
late Sixties. It was a place out- 
side time in a way, a preserved 
world. It was a world of mad- 
ness, actually." 

It was a world of more than 
religion. Frame's acquaintance 
with Che Virgin Mary is no 
more real to him than the 
American horror comics he de- 
vours, or the science-fiction 
films he sees. Francie makes no 
distinction. He’s lost in a world 
of wonder. So was Jordan. “The 
church's imaginative realities 
could be transferred to Dracu- 
la. To The Twilight Zonef he re- 
members, “stuff you saw on 
television. 

“When the Virgin Mary ap- 
pears in the film, I thought 
about using a theremin, so 
she'd sound like a spaceship 
landing. You tend to live in that 
world when you're a kid. It's 
hard to remember it exactly 


now, and 1 don’t want to go on 
about it. 1 don’t want to car- 
icature that time. I didn’t want 
to in the film." 

The character whom Fran- 
cie most resembles is the boy in 
Volker SchJondorffs film of 
Giinter Grass's The Tin Drum . 
But where that child stops grow- 
ing, standing for the suppressed 
honor of the Nazi Germany 
he’s born into, Irish Francie 
seems to swell with the repres- 
sions of his town. It’s as if he's 
the id of Ireland, freezing at the 
Sixties' start. 

Tt is a story of repression of 
emotion,” Jordan agrees, “It’s a 
story of cultural deprivation, it’s 
a story of people who can't even 
say they love each other until 
they're dead That’s very true of 
the Ireland I know. But it’s true 
of other countries, too. Look at 
the United States. No matter how 
many therapists you go to see, 
they don’t teach yon how to deal 
with your own feelings.” 

Francie himself represses 
almost nothing, except the de- 
sire to grow' up. He keeps his 
child's world of games and 
dreams pristine, until his inno- 


cence ruins him. It’s this per- 
sonal suppression, this desper- 
ation, that Jordan identifies 
with most deeply of all “He ac- 
tually refused to believe that his 
world of childhood certainties 
would end,” be says with ani- 
mation, “I remember feeling 
that so dearly. We grew up near 
a big old Guinness estate that 
went to ruin, so when I was a 
kid I was in its trees every day, 
Td be Robin Hood. I remem- 
ber when kids' tastes began to 
change at 10 or 11, when they 
didn’t want to play any more. I 
remember not wanting to do 
that. I just wanted to run 
around in my Robin Hood cos- 
tume. And then you end up in 
the tree on your own, and you 
say ‘Where have they all ganeT. 

Was he like the boy Francie 
in other ways? "The boy who 
plays. him looks the spitting 
image of me when I was that 
age,” he chuckles. “His face is 
so huge! But he's from rural Ire- 
land, and kids grow up pretty 
fast there. I thought the lan- 
guage in the script was so bad 
be might be upset, but he said, 
‘No bother’. So he starts acting. 


and the stuff coming out of him 
was so exuaordinaiy I had to ask 
him to stop - ‘Ya spertny little 
bastard!’ It's down-home rural 
stuff. I wasn’t like that 1 grew 
up in the suburbs of Dublin. I 
read and I scribbled.” 

In the decades since, Jordan 
has never completely lost that 
attachment to boyhood. It’s no 
wonder that, in all his dealings 
in the compromised, “adult” 
world of Hollywood, he seems 
hardly to have been touched. He 
still thinks of himself as a mar- 
ginal character, just as he did 
when t first met him, before the 
release of The Crying Game gave 


him his first Hoftywood success. 
He’s since made Interview with 
the Vampire and Michael Coffins, 
major releases. Surely he's been 
tempted, along the way, to 
change his nature? 

“I just want to make inde- 
pendent films," he says. “Tbe 
Butcher Bey is a Waraer Broth- 
ers movie, so the conversation 
is absurd. But whether It’s a 
small movie set in Ireland or 
London or a big studio movie, 
I want to make it with, the 
same spirit, the same free- 
doms." 

The Butcher Boy is released 
on Friday 20 February. 


Prescott on this one. From 
■ where I sat at last Mondays 
shew, Fleetwood Mac gave 
the best set not by a whisker 

but by a mile, and the Lon- 
don Arena can rarely have 
seen so many people of all 
ages up and boogie-ing as 
during that aH too brief 15 
minutes or so. 

The state of middle-aged 
rock, even for those bands 
that do not possess the ever- 
ethereal Stevie Nicks, re- 
mains reasonably healthy as 
far as live performance goes. 
What is more puzzling, and 
a lot more interesting, is tbe 
state of middle-aged rock 
writing. The Stones’ new al- 
bum is -actually rather good, 
but does not contain a true 
classic. Raul Simon's new mu- 
sical is his worst album ever; 
Paul McCartney’s latest sig- 
nals a renaissance, but be also 
has not really delivered for 
years. Fete fownsbend and 
Ray Davies, writers of Eng- 
lish eccentricity, whose songs 
captured both the optimistic 
spirit and the neuroses of an 
era, seem to have given up. 

It’s a massive irony that 
live performance, which was 
supposed to limit the life- 
span of rock rollers, still 
sees the big names playing big 
arenas. Yet compering, which 
makes no demands on waist 
or hairlines, finds them want- 
ing. Roger Dal trey of The 
Who once told me that be 
was disappointed that all pop 
composers can deal with 
young love, but none bad 
tackled the subject of middle- 
aged angst He was particu- 
larly disappointed, he added, 
that The Who's composer. 
Fete Tbwnshend, had not 
tadded the subject a subject 
that would have appeared 
made for him. Tbwnshend in 
turn told me that he and his 
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I think there is a sense 
among the writers that the 
medium is no longer appro- 
priate for them, leading to a 
sense of insecurity. That 
struck me when I received a 
phone call recently from a po- 
lite chap saying he ran a 
band, it was about to go on 
a tour and could I give them 
a plug? Which little garage 
outfit was this, I wondered 
wearily? “We’re called Fair- 
port Convention," he said 
helpfully. The architects of 
British electric folk should be 
a lot more sure of themselves. 
So should all our middle-aged 
songwriters. As for as street 
cred goes, a great new song 
is worth more than a dozen 
jugs of water poured over a 
Cabinet minister. 
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THEATRE FOR THE NATION 


17-21 February 


EPIC leisure Centre, 
ELLESMERE PORT 
0151 355 7652 

Leisure Centre, 

KENDAL Sold Out 

Sports Centre, 

BARRHEAD 
0141 577 4970 
Hambfeton Leisure Centre, 
NORTHALLERTON 
01609 777070 

High School, 

TIVERTON Sold Out 

Wrekin Sports Hall, 
TELFORD 
01952 619020 

31 March -3 April King Edward VI! 

Community Sports Centre, 
MELTON MOWBRAY 
01664 8510T9 

Also louring to Uttleport, Isle of Wight, Haywards 
Heath and SundefloncL SF 

Pfease telephone 01789 26533 for further details, W:~ 


24-28 February 
3-7 March 

TO- 14 March 

17-21 March 

24-28 March 


STANLEY Kubrick is supposed 
to have banned screenings of his 
film of A Clockwork Orange in 
Britain after a copycat killing. 
As yet, however, recorded in- 
cidents of extreme violence in- 
spired by radio drama are thin 
on the ground, and the picture 
is unlikely to be changed by last 
Saturday’s adaptation of A 
Clockwork Orange on Radio 4. 
The problem for radio violence 
is partly one of emotional in- 
tensity- seeing blood being in- 
evitably more disturbing than 
hearing about it. Even more im- 
portantly, though, it’s a matter 
of sheer comprehensibility: 
thumps and gurgles, the sug- 
gestive chorus of faulty plumb- 
ing that stands in for most 
forms of assault short of a gun- 
fighL are too unspecific to be 
much help to Lhe listener. 

Of course, comprehensibil- 
ity can be overrated - some of 
the best radio plays are ones 
that are prepared to let go of 
clarity and nuance every so of- 
ten, if it means boosting action 
and emotional realism. But in 
this case there were loo many 
imponderables going on. John 
Hardy’s electronic soundtrack, 
thumping and glooping away in 
the background, competed with 
dialogue spoken largely in Nad- 
sat, the fiJturc slang Anthony 
Burgess invented for the book 
- a complex jargon which on ra- 
dio reduces every conversation 
to a matter of squally muskrats 
in the upchuck and noddying 
the flobalobs. 

The net result was that, to 
begin with at any rate, it was 
hard to make out anything 
much, except perhaps the splash 
of metaphorical bathwater 
swiftly followed by the splat of 
a figurative baby. Adding oc- 


casional translation only served 
to set the listener’s zoobies, or 
teeth, on edge and oobivat, or 
kill, the pace and authenticity. 

Later, as the ear adjusted, 
things improved, but only to 
leave you wondering if 
Burgess's original is all it’s 
cracked up to be. Every imag- 
ined future is bound to pale be- 
sides reality when it eventually 
arrives, but some wear worse 
than others. It's symptomatic of 
Burgess's failure that he based 
Nadsat on Russian, apparently 
in Lbe hope that it would not 
date. As thiqgs have turned out, 
it has dated extraordinarily bad- 
ly -no one would now think that 
Russia could ever compete with 
the United States as a centre 
of teenage culture, and the 
very idea fixes A Clockwork 
Orange firmly in its Cold War 
context. 

lhe same dualism blunts 
the novel’s moral: in the person 
of Alex, the vidous teenage thug 
with the passion for Beethoven, 
Burgess projected a fairly clear- 
cut choice between moral free- 
dom with all its attendant evils, 
and goodness achieved at the 
cost of individual wilL He seems 
to have been unprepared for the 
cosy blandness lhai has over- 
taken civilisation - where Heav- 
en and Hell is the title of a Radio 
2 documentary about Joe Jack- 
son, and where afl the threat and 
beauty is soothed out of music 
by Brian Kay’s leechlike tones. 
At least Kay in person is more 
tolerable than Petroc 
Trelawney, who last week spent 
Brian Kay's Sunday Morning 
speculating on what Brian 
might be up to on his holidays 
in New Zealand. Radio rarely 
inspires violence, but this came 
dam n close. 


Actress Emily Watson talks 
about the unusual men in her life 

PLUS: 

■ Love and duty - the Duke of Windsor’s own 

photographs of the abdication crisis 

■ Calvin Klein exclusive - a peek at the latest 
collection with Kate Moss and Chrktv 


The humble British cheese-and-pickle sandwich 

takes Paris by storm 


dundantin their middleyeais. 

They are often on the 
verge of their greatest works. 
And even if they find the neu- 
toses and occasional joys of 
middle age inappropriate, 
why can’t the pop composers 
simply continue with the sub- 
ject matter of their youth? 
There should be no reason 
why Paul McCartney couldn’t 
write “Penny Lane" now. 
But somehow we don't expect 
him to, and be doesn’t expect 
himself to either. 
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ANDREW QXLEt YOU'RE th-bart 

AaojwANrtohoo^ta^, 
aljoundria happy valeh. 
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ANNA YOUNG -W1U. you mjtr ^ 

-^TcmyBtahop.lkCi^r^ 

“^"mwiWhdtoWjof 

ANNE SUTTON. EEHl lal tody 
yotrtB ihe one lor met Lora from 


ntes, Jut me, thick via umut 
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■533s~ 

Watanuw, Day, 
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ZSK 0 ^^ 
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“reC-WurvEforywitaolT 


SSE 0 " 10 ^^ 

“JSSi 10 -^-- 

you wiy much 

C ^^ p[u 

c ^°?^A,BEi*YY a tomm 9 for. 
“wrt Low you. Buttons* 

THAMKYCKJ FOR mating 
^nM»e complete. j tovTyoS 

YOU ARE the mom won*,. 

ovw nwtlrtB 
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GOLD 

HEART 

DAY/ 


February 14th 1998 


HaCkaco. 

JUSTINE ALWAYS YOURS Greff 

JONESY, FANCY A noddle wWt 
yotir princess faky angel coda? 
Moor tor matan? 

JAMES U LOVEABLE enigma 
eccretfy admired. 

JUUE THANKS FOR anoOwnwgt- 
cal yw, see you soon in our 
noise - toxy 

JG ■ STILL MY tawourto mer gym 
Wether in the world. I torn you, 
AG. 

JANICE THE WOMAN who he* 
everything, love me. 


I Daddy Stuart, j 
■ will you be a 
\ my first j 
! Valentine. j 
; Love form 5 
\ NIAMH I 

<5 

DEAR POO ARE you mad tor |j? 
HepjjyVMenBne-s Day. ton tram 
Puodln. 

DEAR SLOE LORIS. Gibbon loves 
you. 

Emma happy valentines 


I I and in HAND at the edgo of 
big sand we dance to the power- 
M play of tally's tangorine mm- 
borefaw. 

HILARY FAITH JONES t» my maid 
Marian? Robin 

HOW DO YOU scare an eetaiir rab- 
bit? seroam boo.chocotato 
burety 

HAPPY VALENTINE RHOMBUS 
maxkran tow from IWbol 

HELEN LOVE AND a touch of 
romance In passion always (7} 
»«Nppe 


lE ?. '’■V'Jv-i-'.TeswjA' »a 


m:*sg£mm 


sage to know how much I love 
you. Be my lobster now and 
always. 

EHIC AH l talking to ihe trees? 
VbuYe so pied awe to me, wish I 
could make you ee happy. Always 
yore friend. Boats 


SARAH, 

/ low you, ettoHto 

Hutu, mty koto 

coIowl. 



[ BEAVIS, 

{ >ou are my 
| everything, can 't wait 
; to walk down that 
[ A isle. Love you . . . 

' Truly, madfy, deeply 
; Bertie x xx 


BUBBLES-THE MOUNTAINS and 
the sea are now behind us. We 
now look to tidal rivers and edu- 
rational choice I lava you Yen' 
much-Capricorn 

BOOZIE AND PEEPEE love 
CatcWo and dndy respecdvoly 

BESTSAN DO NT EVER 'nop H 
taw always bridesmaid 

BACKGAMMON QUEEN. SNOTTY 
potty, dotty, and groty biff you are 
stB top tody. 

BETH. IF LOVE returns, Tm here. 
Ybur best Mend, whatever. Mflo 

BOWLES Y IF > had a mRUon dol- 
lats- Lowe Psycho. 

BABY-BEACHED WHALE or 60 
you're the expert -Scamp. 

BEAR 1 LOVE your Steak Pud Love 
? 

BUTCH VEGGIE ARTISTE, 1st me 
Boat your ducks In Bethnal 
Green. 

BN8H Love you to the moon. Lnbh 

BEAM ADORE YOU and beUybut- 
ten fluffy, Been. 

BEAUTIFUL BE CCA, BRIGHT as 
the moon, love fcom the man wih 
a wooden spoon! 

BEAVER TMNWNG OF youh your 
unto lodge, knawmg twigs ena 


BISCUIT, thinking of you - Monde 
and blue ■ drinking, dancing, 
smoking too PMe. 

B£ASX STILL CRAZY tor you after 

tetffwsa years. Buuty 

. BOOZY YOU’RE MY Broccoli and 
Nachos. Low has. 

BUG EYED BEAUTY, you aw ™T 
poasace lorewr; cuddles, ktesos 
and much more, lots djj". 
HonaUc Mi gh ty Martian Monstec 


F UR COATS AND fancy boots 
baby you drtw me crazy. 

FECK. ARSE, DRINK, now you've 
found the massage Ian I wart you 
always, days, yarns, etemBeo. 

FOR ALL IN my mind, of aH 
mankind, I low but you atone. 

FATFREE HONESTLY YOUR chub- 
Mas are aBmmer love the boy. 

FIRST MATE TO cro w how about 
tho mask tonight? 

FLUFFY BUNNY I kwe you. 
thatkyou tor everything 

FATBELLY ON MY toRItXIt BS long 
ooffsctosetomo. 


DOVER MORE KISSES sheet 
. amaUng klssea Wngo rood, bw^ 
lord, champagne, sflk scarves, 
goats cheese, zematt. Omaa, 
promises kept, rodoon. oar nlb- 

bflng. charterhouse styxarel watt 

you more. 

DAVE, I NEED your kwe. God 
speed vow I owe to mol Janice 
-DRUNK AS DRUNK on terpen- 
the". TbM keen D 
DRAG QUEEN 1976 essay on 
tow’s auction overdue. see mol 
DEAR, PET BAY «ay **H- 
thing Imprmes at lastl 
DUCATI DARE DEVIL, have 
leathers w* ridtel tow Ptete xxx 
DAVID, I would ghm you my last 
Roto ony day. See you tel Pta* 
DOOKBB - Coocky Coocky Coo > 1 

love my mrenmy mu"™* 1 - From 
your other Mg baby DoMI 
DOM LOVE YOU eiways tow Kerto 
and Jay Joy xxx , • „ 

DEBBIE rM ON my knees buy ms 
dinner, your nwnber ooe Mn D 

offl^LT. Low, hugs,hedge- 

hoQS and goraiaa. Inaitanar? 

DARLING VK NEED u. want u, low 

DAWbIe MCDONALD See you 
tonight and I wUI trajd you to a 

dUI 'wvSRSSvsIes^ 



FLOPPY LOVES BUBBLES, Bub- 
bles kwos Floppy, atweys and tor- 
over, home soon all my tow, 
CndB 

FINE WORDS BUTTER no paranlpa 
but are cheeper Man rosaa Low 

M. . 

FROM ONE TOAD to anothac 

FOR ALL THE triple dated's there’s 
stncereall 

40 VALENTINES 40 birthdays, dear 
Mushle rn low you tor mflOons 
mom. ScrumMa 

FRIENDLY CHILD. DEAREST gen- 
tla one. Never truer tow nor 


Frankie and Johnny Valentine 
Reunion 13th. 14th. 15th Angel 
DeHgH root be theta 

FRUITY FROUKER, balcony 
beauty, wanton waBower. low 
you Itat o«d on Ihe autobahn, moil 

FLOSSY SO NEAR SO tor MA 
together torawc Brian. 

FUNKY LOVEBUG Do you colieot 
Butnrflle*? Ltrw HMtocog. 

Gl.MYWIFE.Z1/08fl9B7beSt 

day Of my Mo. km Mneys a 
GILLYW1FE SENDING YOU hugs 
materia at km hub *xx 
GILLUuf, NO ONE understood why 

he fefl tor mary? 1 ^ touMhom 

loud when l mmembar that rsgm 
tore Jeremy 

GILLIE CON GARNE. Hat In duro- 
brivae orebonuanrv May Itawr 
eonttouel . 

GOD DID IT and you are hand- 
sono. dewr and wry special. 
GUCH GIVES HEARTS strangtti 
heeds 0Me guch thanta. 

GiANNA b - ■ ITS all about you* ■ 
only you. 

gene, cant WATT tot Ibeeany. 

Love always, Helen. 

GIVE ME A SNOG Scouto dog! tow 
tmm Posh Bird root 
GERDYl PSJY PUDDING and pie. 
Ntowayou. 

GOOD MORNING MRS Map low, 
trouble at raSL 

greNDALDENE- Fancy mom sar- 
vice «ln7 Low Sioopid 
GENTLE ELF STRONG, deap, 

heeler tow akeaya Ludnda 

Gold Haart Day btodaftbtva 
Gold H«rt and suppdff VSrf- 

Give tow Buy a Gold Heart and 
show the world you cam 

Onto Btee* A mea il*** 0 ^? 
ei mas olscaux. A biontoL M«r 
hffiv 

GARYiTHmKrmln towwMiyou. 
S^toolTIhoportnL 

qODFWTH LOVES TfiH&Howfl 


H ANOTHER YEAR. Lows still the | 

HAIKU FOR HILARY- Lightning 
MMcs Rash back, on love's own 
Barcode rtMhm-Body biteft heart 
Mb* souL 

HEJ SMUKKE, JEG etekm dig low 
Jayw 

H.D. IS ALWAYS OUT velenttoet with 
lota ol low, Merltn, Timmy end 
JLMtam. 

HANNAH EXCITING BUT risky 
mote and mora. Wow. 

HEAVEN KNOWS I'M not mtaar- 
eMe nmr you're here a«ievac 

HEAVEN IS NOTHING compered 
wOtiyowEmBe 


HB 

Loves Missey 
HRH x xxx 
... But Squirrel 
loves her more. 
SHSHSH!! 


HIPPO COME AND endow In the 
mud with me and weY stick 
together for over and mrar wllh 
lover I nomB- 

HAPPY VALENTINES DAY to the 
most bortofFy good in bad man I 
know: 

HOWEVER YOU SAY I tow you. 
a Gold Heart says you cam— buy 
one today for stofc, tflsaMed and 
dtaadvantaged dddrea 

HY NOTICE HERALDS angel trev- 
etaig to October Nirvana 

HU BABE. SUPRISEI glad I've got 
you. ameBbaga. 

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY gor- 
gaoua baby from toe batoapooor 

HB1 THE COOLEST bake In Leith, 
low Howy Bunny. 

H. TOUCHY FEEiy Huge Cirdea. 
Love you, Specky 

I LOWE YOU eo wry much HBB. 

I LOVE YOU Ghaahdl as long as 
sun shinea, stars gfltter, heart 
bsaL 

I WOPILOPLOP LOPOVOPE yopou 
foporop swperop soparepahop 
kipovope dopM. 

I LOVE YOU Ham. On we go wW) 
ourlounoy and FUZZ1 too. 


Jacqui 


7b see ber is to tore ber. 
And tow but ber for « wr, 
For nature made ber 
ubatsbe is. 

And ne'er made amtber 

Willia m 


Jutes, my favourite bond girt tow 
Ptoroa Mot ogM parts! 


CLAUDIUS 

te amo 

LOUISE 



IVYBEAH RENT CD1, tracklB 
might do, deflnltefy* afl my km 

Bendy. 

IN A DRAB, dark veorid your racBani 
beuuty brings me nghL 

I LOVE MYSELF just Mm you end 
aten target to menBcn that I km 
you too. A xxx 

INDEPENDENT CMSWICK GIRL, 
maybe yw can lake me 141 a 
(pads st no extra coet 

1 LOVE YOU ferret Forewryou and 
me 

I WELL BE your cabmdlne B you WM 


IAN QREYSOY ABBS wed growl 
skrtabory Pcka handcuff 

J UUE HY SWAN you ere the 
one may our tow go on end on. 

JANE DOVESTONES RESERVOIR, 
180 busstop, burrodge told road, 
reomwflh a vta* I remember tor- 
ewr&ll.TSMke 

A FLY WITH me my gorgeous buf- 

terfly-B. 

JENNY MY DRAYIJON sofa bod. 
tova from porky. 

J. GUESS WHAT? yes, I tow yw 
today tool! 

JANET BE MY Singapore chaw 
mein on Mtorikwday 


Jones Skirt 
Is Abscent 
Pip Pip 
Cleave 


1 XJSS FROM A rose and you 
haw been bwsd on a period day 
Bne one book ooe endyinlon 
KENNY DIKX I low you - A fishy 
tale? 

KATE HY LOVE lor you b forewL 
Eight momha a start tfme to waff 

Pm* 

KARSTS HAIKU 19SB I shell be 77 
you*lbe33 

KARBL TURD TME LUCKY Wbnt 

lose youetata. Andrew. 

KIND HEMTTED? Ghre some love 
to tho people who need B moaL 
Buy your Gold Heart today and 

tngedcrarui. ■ nd '*“ rtvan ' 
KIM-KIU YOUR BEAUTY accedes 
Ihe wondera of nature and I km 
yw 

KARLA A VALEMTPES mossegB- 
Cencel the woddng and honey- 
moon too. waY waff mother year 
to amidol Lawyer Dam. 

K. STILL BLOODY low you. -K 
K. LOVING YOU tnom HBtond to 

Holand and backagakv J 

KURIL ICI LES msidtate du jury 
brineriktue-Aiitriehe douze 
poima. Austria twakra pokes 
KAREN PUT YOUR tninare an Tm 
gonne chase yw round the bed- 
roam, low John. 


f Kami- ^ 
.Let’s mak Saties. 
\^veBuBSfe^y 


■unlFE’S RICH PATTERNS SOB 
wemre around our hearts. 

USA. IS IT enough to tow thee? 
Romeo. 

LIEBCHEN, R1ESIGEN 

SCHOGQEN von debian 



Joy Boy Racer 

Love you. (ots 
Be my Valentine 
aLvays. 

Tour B00B00 


JUGS? IT CAN oidy mean Johanna 
untnlatakeaMy gorgeous amflort 
Here’s some due's lor youl 
DBepdet ZJFVW 3)Sk*7 Sur- 
prised? 

JAY - f ENJOYED your warmth el 

VQTtooktansartUVBB 

JON, TVE LOST my pants owr youl 
yurnl km you lots, your wry own 
tffwy 


For Heather 

A Valentine should be for life, 
and not just for today, 
though fun it is, 

to be someone’s valentine, for a day. 

Life is more than a rose in the mail, 
as blooms fade to thorns, 
count how many yester-valentines, 
are not here today, with a rose. 

I am still here, silly me, 
but probably not for long, 
if you want to be my valentine, 
stop this madness and hear the song. 

I will take you for life, brave me, 
and nag you sometimes, 
with love, I will cherish you, 
and smother you, with roses and rhymes. 


buyyidesncklnaad. 

UTTLE CLAIRE, I am beyond oil 
dotal imwl Lovre shreys-n 


LA -r iV!!;. ET LE 

PAWNY AVEC 
LEURCUPOF 
TEA. SERONT 
ENSEMBLE POUR 
LA VIE, PARCE 
QUE JE T'AIM E. 
MA PETITE 
CHICKTE 


UE89CHEN RIGHT UP to Ihe 
moon end back) Happy VUen- 
Bno"i Day. 

LOVE IS A contract ol understand- 
ing end CommSment 

LEOPARD SKIN. SPARKLING 
laugh, generous mouth, feisty 
woman, be my Stella Artois, from 
your Worthington bfctur. 

LUAN SORRY I wonT see you 
today but I am thinking of you. 
UffsaftowMaL 

LOVE AND HAPPINESS to my 
beloved SyMe on tNs famous 
Deyl 'four husband! 

LAA laa LOUISE, tow you more 
then you wM ever know, be my 
valentine ims of low Unity wmny 
xxxx 

UON, wrm ALL my low from your 
doofmousa 

LEMON, lor any Unandalguktanca. 
(eeMm to askl Lows from your 
pereonal mtapeiKtem financial 
adviser xxx 

Love to spare? Ghre some low to 
the peopte who needs most Buy 
your Gold Heart today and help 
sick, dbobled and dtaadvanteged 
chHdran. 

LIZ LETS SKIP through Waterloo 
sunsets together to ewe 

LOUISE AND JULIAN, haw a ten- 


may you always be happy 
together. AH our tow Oobomh 
and Gareth. 

LOVE THE CHIPOLATA Ud wry 
much low Stdly not 
LEON HOPE YOUR Xmaa was as 
special as mbia was you'll never 
be torgocten, al my tow H 
KAREN: Put your trainers on. I'm 
gonna chase yw ramd the bad- 
room. Lowe John xxx 
LEMONS PREDICTABLE? MY 
amenleacmnywaaniucftwofce- 
but I was WRD ‘ooz I'm a vMtays 
gill thinking of you and mtsaing 
yw 



rpay 


MARGARET YOUR PASTA , pie- ' 
Mcs. Cricdeth, curidtoa lowo 
James. 

NBGGINS, READ OUR story w 
week to The Independent. Low 
Dowry xxx 


Mag “I Love you j 
I doesn't seem Wee ' 
nearly enough 
words to sum up [ 
aU that I feel 
about you. Fete 


Nice legs, fancy a 

sown??? 

NUSHKET BIG CUDDLES then? 
NustiMn 

NOW BEY HOW about grean rub- 
ber tonight DOD. 

NATALIE THUMPS* WELLS I wtt 
toue yen baby afftwys. 

NURSE EDWARDS YOU are the 
BMrt ol my B*. Low from ywr 
patient electrician 

NOEL ROWR1 ALL my tow your 
bodfrgM 

MAMH - AS PARENTS , «W « 

Ktoring, your dewtopmart. vwYa 

foBowlng. yore cutenees end 
love, we're |twt weftwriogl MA 
please stop the bloody wktaflH 

NEIL AMOS. ROSES are red. and 
sotayaurarthtevatenBnemeB- 
sage tnm me your best wBe so 
tart mr 

NIGEL TABONY ROSES are rad, 
your new shop te plum. Lotte 
hope It off goes woB. \ taw you, 
yumyunCtalreMR. 

MANNY BROWN Happy YMaMUBB 
day, Hamby. 

NANNY GREY Happy WMtaee 
day.Mamhy. 

Once ISNT ENOUGH ctaoks 
lets get Mgmidsad now. 

OZ, I HAVE new been so happy or 
ao much in low. Happy vetan- 
Hnes dey toutou 

OH HAL, AMOUR! GrnnberfsGriz- 
zff wmes dally tor pusalete sleek 
ft* In warn rock pool*. Ja fWme. 

OZZ, LOVE YOU truly, deeply, eoro- 
pietely.honesdy.Jo. 

OUTRUN CBASS) YOU dcxrt know, 
try ff ywte Ska R. end tort make 
It text si lAgtiL June ■88. 

OH. T1GGY, WOULD be birefw ol 
my nether respm your weS-hung 
low God asks *wM you be my 
vatentoir 

Ol UR THIN Upe. I don? tort you— 
but I canl help loving yw 

O MY LOVEV W» ■ red, red rose. 
ffrt*s neafy In June: O my tow's 
Bko the mrtxiy tears tar 30 years 
sweetly play'd in umaMynkan. 

OJl MO MORE poosle tones. Jutt 
tub BP 



K —Whatyour 
bve fias done for 
me, lookvx the 

pushchair andyou 

shaftsee! 

LowM*** 


ROBERT. -IF MUSIC b o tee to od 

of low ptey on* be my wMnftto 

RUPS TOOTS my deoreto d«« 
whan I need a 

ooe.breakteM.rtK h.Jnne^ w, 

wU wu be my valenta*” Tour 
sutatiebtondafowk 
ROWE DOOBE 000 HowyOd, 

bugs n Uses. Rega ^ 

RIOMRD RAN YOUfi rtnpJySj® 

get! yoor svor tavtog Wanay Tro- 

R^UAHY THANK YOU »T 
another wondetW yoo*, afl »/ 

mABBlSSN. BOY Mg dOOY tow. 

rmes'are RED ■ Mj**™ 
Hus. dotiT get ma h 
cos I sdek ■» gtao. Low lre« 
Puddki 

UAII YOU GORGEOUS DU- 

lure toncy being rtuljdTtowW 
SWEETPEA PRINCESS KEEP the 
crumbs wnn fttarqiy Cho p*- 
STEVIB TBi YEARS on the world 



spm.se 

mm »»»i» 


iOHEO+lUUST 



JANELLA, LUCKIEST GIRL of them 
sfL Love PO+T xxxx 
JULIE CHAPMAN your rerty sups 
dupe even bolter than cake. Late 
at kwe always town your proud 
happy tatoband Scott. 

J-FLEX DREAMING A MUe dream 
of you towtunetoB& 



JIM - loot because your not the 
birthday boy don? feel lett out - 1 
low yog tool Madge 

JON, READ MY Bps I Low You 
Beentace. 

JANET the darting of darlings, 
thanks tar ewnhtog. Rate. 

JASON MORGAN forever end 
always, your valentine. Mtaa 
M toga xxx 

JLW YOU BOONA Low I T miss 

XXXX 

JANESK, WHAT WITH Hattie. Dr 
Death and nureery wn'H haw to 
And an evening tor otaseiws, 
much low, PhOao. 


UNUS I WILL always low you and 
-tea crew*. Good tuck for the ZSte 
low nubs; 

LUCY. Ooggs and Cheese? 
Spaghetti end Wins more lha. 

M UtTAS MEM0R1A8, MUITO 
amor mlnha princess. Troia 
Homem 

IMt BQfl! SMALL, round, fhdfy, but 
gensreffy good, aU my kwetem- 
bietomto- 

MINXTER, FEEL MY I Or Cel low 
yore Jedat knight 

MY SUNSHINE SOUL my perfect 
day my untained kwe you make 
sweet hate dacty. 

ME THE THIRTEENTH duke ol 
Cranlelgh in low with a married 
woman7 absolutely 

MONKEY LOTS OF love to Infinity. 
agPnxx. 

MV FAVOURTTE BLUE, rm mffy In 
tow with you 

HAGLLY YOU ARE my sunshine I 
love you ludono. 

MART- SOME THINGS ere 
tnevtablB. Love, DA. 

MORAS, HAUI5H WILL always 
low you, lets cough together. 

MY MONKEY’S WONDER bra 
makes me shudder she Is wry 
naugHy Indeed. Eternal low yore 
tobertad houseboy. 

MISS P, you are my Bristol Massive, 
l taw yousweetta, me Hacksur. 

MAGGIE MINE ALL mtaa for afl 
Brie: yore greatest fan. 

MR BUSY WAITING fara bit of yore 
tana! Unto rotes prtartL 




MERI BUCHI I low ycxj crery mad 
G. 

MOLLS. PM OFF my troBey, about 
you. Happy sixteenth, tow Chez. 

MARCUS FOUR YEARS on told MM 
taruggfing to tap the pbtaL I kwe 
youMcoin. 

MAK, AFTER 5 YEARS I stfl haw 
that toekng I kwe you so much 
cause you do all tho cleaning. 

MRU. THANKSI It Just keeps get- 
ling better Love horn MTM. 

MISTER WOLFIE: LOVE you total 
bom (oh ml) mister budget 

MOOKIE PLUS ONE sends low to 
nesrtydad 

MY DARLING PHILIP I tow you for- 
ever and forever. M. XXX 

MOOMIN, HR TKKUE wonts green 
ogga and hand 

UARRAIGE IS ABOUT sharing, 
caring, underetanefing and being 
faithful Mu 

MON CKBRI: Just to let you know 
haw much you moan to ma 
When Is our rant enrte? Love 
Msriene. 

MMSI YOU ARE my bonrfe Prince 
Cherffe, mare then you will ever 
know. Lata do lurch low Usss 
xm 

MATT LASHINGS OF kwe hom 
yore ghana banenal Sx 


1 


mMM 



HANNIKCTREE PETE me« me to 
bed tor tea and tonal my treat! 
with honeybun and buster 
■LaugHer" Happy Anrtwt ea ry: 

MY SCCrmSH TM8TLE- low you 
vriMi al my heart - Hurt 

MR DIXDN, I see you te wrek every 
dm I we« you to be my Wa sol- 
dier low BSco. 

MR O'NEIL I low you though I say 
It not Enough, Me OYM 

MARY YOU’VE SUNVt me your lo- 
relramataniraL 

MORE THAN WORDS can say. 
However you nay I tow you, a 
Gold Heart sags you care. 

MEL WAITS UNDER amber Bghts 


MBPYN GA1 PUS del Mo gwneud 


MR HUPPET, MEET me to front of 
the lire lofright, I wM Iking the 
vkfaol I love you Doris. 

MY VALENTINE RISTIC for men 
you Andy 

UADEMOGELLE CLOCHE, WEAR 
my Jumpars, borrow my cm; but 
ptaaae come whale spoiling with 
meaaon,towBambi 


P AUL- A SLEEPLESS tegnt 
wMh Pst? How ramenUci 

POOR SICK UBCET town ptaay cat 
booboo happy am Mve rea ry 

MRS P HEARTIY blggly taw 
' beanie chtxtomrp. 

POROS PARIS OR east croydon It 
doesn't matter where I am n 
atways low you xxx M. 

PINGU, AND BABY Bob- taka K 
easyLtaveP 

PLAY WITH ME riayjdey lew the 
lemon. 

PUPS, ALWAYS MY valentine. WMi 
afl my kwe. Boo 

PUPATA, ELEPHANTINE LOVE 
bom across the oceans. Missing 
you. especially torUps. VWh kwe 
bom stow DorfaX. 

POPPET (CArCHARTERS*). Lets 
cuddle up to bed tonlght-and 
read our Peter Rabbit stories! 
Low you more then Noddy! Pick- 
ksoor 

P. I WILL low you until you are 
grey.L 

POOHY AFTER 25 years, what Is 
there left tossy except low you, 
Pigs. 

PAUL GSOH VGIB E1EO WTTC 
WlYFYbreLae 

PAINTED LADY YOUR taw aaieap 
nomore fMe me wllh wonder and 
Joy and Iwa made me whole 
agtan. 

PETER DO YOU beOew In mba- 
ctes? i know that I do NOW? low 
link xxx 

PERRO CANNOT WAIT tor pup In 
Summer HanWe 

POOH LOVES PIGLET and Dttle 
wocnle even more than Uremia. 

PUSS, CHESTNUT TREE awaits 
us, taw teways, Lamb x 

POOCH THE MONKEY’S back 
agatal low ratbag xxxx. 

PRINCESS HOBBIT, LOVE to the 
prenlaM ol tee spades. 

PETER LOSMG LOVE Is Bte a win- 
dow In yore (mart, ghosts and 
empty sockets. Pal 

PIN UP A Gold Heart and show 
the world you care. 

PARKS, PICNICS, PATRICIA- 1 tow 
them al tat adore jmu. 

PRACTICE CUPID'S CODE ttatay - 
wear your heart on your sleew - 
Wt sleeve H you're looking tor 
ton ■ right sleeve V you're In low. 

PETRINA my tavourtte contempo- 
iwy artist with ton Staton. 

PEACHY, PUMPKIN. Porcupine. 
PBffl Pols. Pineapple, P rinc e as. I 
tore you. xxx 

PETE tat me be your Juliet end I’D 
mm mare true than those that 
ban more cresting to be stiangs. 
I ton yea 

POCAHONTAS I STILL taw you 
with ■! M my heart, gsosga 

PSYCHIC FORCES FROM Ihe W9- 
affar buncHes ol ext r as en s o ry 
mystical tares lodged to the 
lower region of Ihe pingafa (and 
upper left wnMoqntaJ) e^tal 
move m ent ol tendopo dw t ta pro- 
porttone towards aharttocknlous 
and altogether rather penuck- 
olouB Ernes. Ybu’d be a tool not 
to glw that girt a chance. URI 
GeBar 


LOVES XXX. xxx tows q. 


^Quentia 

-Happy 1st 
HXaUntlnc Day 
D tans yen flaw and 

I*** 

lane. Ifocnbtf 


^^UTH THANKYOU FOR mmsh 
■y mamam 4e be my valentine 
Hite xxx. 

ROSE YOUR MY bobble hte tel my 
taw and happy VD, I mtaa you 
Iota 

REIDWIG ROK ROCK Wffi ma 

RABBIT MUTCH WARM, straw set- 
tled love you. Big Bunny 

RUDE WIFE LOVES blues ten xm. 

RACHEL 4 MARCUS: I wfll never 
ahar nor bend. 

ROD- TIME OUT waa the bate piaca 
to meet Lon teways Fiona. 

ROBERT LONG BEFORE our Aral 
Use my Ha waa nest biff now Hte 
spectacular. Mbsaweet 

ROSES ARE RED, violets are Hue, 
you’re black and white end Cm 
brown. 

ROCKVILLE ROMEO: MY sweet 

old etcetera JT A. 

ROB, TU H’AS lance dans lelen- 


Sex Machine you 
know who you are. 
Tbnighl at the store, 
condom4u.com. 
HI be waiting and 
prepared. Luv CD 


STARGUY MEANS MILLIONS to 
his dented blond POLS 

SIMON GUESS HOW much I low 
you Miranda 

SARAH, KEEP BLETHERING) ton 
you bads. Tbmxxx 

STUMPY CREDO RATIIM nos 
Goegfaae. Die tteld fruora. Sex- 
tus. > 

SWEETTEI GEEMP WETBE going to 
the tab 

SMUDGE. WE'LL HAVE a Mua 

room tad PB alt at yore knee, 
Uooah tares you 

SPUT I LOVE yoo tote, Btu 

SUSAN DEARLY YOU are loved 
with tel my haari ChrtstephK 

STUART I GIVE you my love, take 

a. 

SWEEET1P IFANCUA B1TTTS yoc- 
bod lomert tarcount downde 
coda. 

SMHiX LETS HOPE this yean as 
good as last year. All my low, 
Andy 

BUSAN SEXY SMEflskHuOy steam 
ataopmowy stapes. 

SUE. CALM DOWN, relax, I taw 
you, Stove. 

SUEPER SUEPEMOR SUEPERW- 
SIMA let don pie make sue purr 


TO cans sioOTK poppiteta* 
1J ^n$5ftJ.Y0U many m* 17 1"* 
To3?mSeST Jefl.Mov*y^ 

boozy breath. Hugs and snugs, 

tcu^arkerng transalpine 

TURTLE nanai tete tats sml 
ktesea to panda preparing pwe- 

vnntepolng . 

TO BERT Low you toads, from 

TOTHEWUUC Uundtato. All my 
low lard area. . ■ ._ 

TtSH LETS UELT ta 
ugothar masslw hugs ttw big 

T0vSjt6E IDIOT - b«* In your 
law- k» from floppy*?!®-. 

TO MY RED red rase 

ward to our opsrtng oteamony n 
Pwfci 

TO MY ACTION man, tore you krt, 

T0*A*MIK:H lowd TT» and Ha 
owner. Ktesea atways frwn V®** 

frozen passenger. 

TO MY DEAREST SwteL I ton you. 

TWtolSoFbBteMBS dteightw*. 

Tj^LSATOWSSKPOR my my 
cwn Stt mouse. _ 

TO MY PERFECT mtoialure. Ybu"B 
teways ba Ug tor me. your wry 
ownemtea. , , „ 

TO A SWEET iwnderluL ewefftog, 
woman from a temple man. Love 

WON'T YOU be my vaten- 
One? Love Redhead XXXX 
TO HY DARLING moo 0100, 1 love 

TOMYTRUE ton, you smeff tunny 

Lore you. 

TO MY GINGER prince, shadow I 
tore you, from ole blue eyes. 
THERE WAS A stud called floes, 
who took a fancy to hte boss; he 

bent over beetawrd*, to toereaw 
Ms ckcufahon that doesn? rhyme 
but who (pvea a to8a~ 

THOMAS OUR LAST London 
wssksnd I ton you, vteey. 

TO HY BEAU1VUL daring Begun. 
I’m crazy about you and cun? 
waft to many you. 

TO MY BOY wondet fi always be 
yore stupor two 
T LOVE IS u. u and me Rita. 

TO DAN ’THE’ man- with tho 
warmest hands, targort tough 
tad hutktote bottom In the West! 
Much Lon to you Bsrihax 
TO HY MOST beautiful princess 

from yore adoring khGtisn lad. 

TRACEY N1AZ MAN be to masle 
Max bftnarestan be goklan ate 
man mfcham a m tore manta tettl- 
waram ke otoo mfloiahad ton G 
TANK OO LOTS ol taw TIG and 
□auM 


Vickt YOU ARE my ft*”? 
ZJ^d my flverytwng 


rtYOUHAVEbrighh^?^^ 


• S^^RStl* , tow««° n 
tel way i« 

ygwsegfflSS 

vw o»w i * i g g , 5gi.!S — ** m 

promenad" h Piffnayl 
VIOLETS ARE BLUE. We** * te* 

redTiw ^ 

otrenpepn* Vi badl xxx 



bar wm'imudi to hold 
And no* that’s mtter mat of 
you 

Ipndrvcfftmwoatd 


Ba das 1 know a mu 
h has gnu up in pupa** 
Tbnrnoalknfcryoa 


V V ANTEDI CHAURAOIE 

OfimKERS. Muat be adveruroua 

retd rtgMfy hebriated. xxxxxxx 
WEFFY1 COME CLOSE, tel m 

prom ttrt mis one. sha earemn 

htep you remove those hairs from 


WORM 

Our first 
wedded one! 
All my love 
as ever, 

The Bra 


ISAIRA! 

iya nos vamos! 
iya nos vamos! 
iya nos vamos! 
ipara Real Madrid! 
fXXXX 

MAJJ 


SCHMALISON. LUBRICOUS 
UNEUIST sets cerebral cbe stffl- 
uaflna 

SAM: Hte me or the IMeitdol 
Looktag forward to Ihetexth. Low 
Jo xxx 

SCRUMPY, LETS CRUISE oh- 
pfafa In ore mm Bde boat 

SUnS YOU UDRD btelereby eternal 
flufly heerts pumpktahaad 

S. COME AND go with ma to the 
ASegheny. A. 

SQUEEZE ME BUCKETS Jamal 
Low you 

SUNSHINE THANKS FOR every- 
thing. I w& storeys tore you NBc. 

SKAILA. YOU STILL hue one book 
overdue- DomWc 

SQUIRREL, YOU HAVE my heart 
until ihe end of time. Yore's as l 
need. My ton, my vatamhm. K. 

SUPPY are you slB awake, forever 
youn the stable girt. 

SNOW YOU CARE, buy a Gold 
Heart and help The variety Club 
hMp needy chBdren. 

SARAH YOU ARE atM what 1 taw. 
Bowen. 

STROKED UKE CATS? I Ion you 
always. B. 

SVMPHOMC C BEAT toe clock ter- 
tooso. Lon teaatec lady. 

SWEET SAINT DORMOl»E sffll 
my wlenltaa flute owL 

SCHOOL LAUNDRY ROOMS, 
French bame, wood ta Bercteona 
1007? 

SUPALUMP LOVE YOU more now 
man twenty yeare ago 


SARAH, 

! lotto you t*o*to 
Hum, t*ty ItaVo 
ColoWb. 


an, the cream on my cake and 
the pain in my neddll Low 
teways SJLM. xxx 

DC WOT S700 days since we mal 
hww been ton, here's to the next 
87m. 

TOMY UTTLE angel Brivl tow you 
with afl my heart, from your mul- 
M 

TO DORAEMON, I rates youl low 
Bun 

TO SARAH, CHLOE A Rebecca the 
Iowa ef my Hte from Daddy 

TO DADDY SAUSAGE wBh trig 
ktesea from mummy sausage. 

TO MY GRIZZLY bear, wflh tow 
from yow tonly Lfen. Vxw 

T1TIN ES VERY tawed from the old 
aero. 

TO HY PRINCE chariee, taw 
teways yow Queen B 

TO MY SEXY tons, keep among, 
from Big Hairy D. 

TO THE IRISH dwf wllh afl die right 
taqrateents Tm youm tornnr from 
(Mb brown eyed gkt 


WITH PERSIAN PLEASURE, thte 
kki wfll low you tonne 

WIDGEY- WOCFS PA. *Shakg what 

yore mama gaw ya*. Woody 
WIFEY MOORE I tow you more 
than enr cudM ton Rob 
W LETS WANDER across 
dtonyslan plain, and practice 
those Ufa tern* again, J- 
WEE MAN HE says *Go South on 
Nortlwm Una* NLM: I low youl 


We met at the 
f Youth Club in 71. 
honeymoon in Blackpool 
wasn’t half fun- Come hell 
and high water VU be your 
aum, at home, at wort, in 
the caravan. Years go by 
and life's still as fruity 
especially ‘ eozyau'rt my 
black-haired beauty. 



TOM JE VEUX recommencor tas 
eoum de ftancale- can yoo *tep 
me?* 

TO THE GUY wflh a hnsUI tonalul 
a ouL 

THHIESA, I LOVE you mors each 
bay. Ptero* 

Tb flie eapttea of my heart, masses 
of low from yore Imid lotered tart. 

To my Prince Charts*, ton you 
teways yore Quaen B. 

lb Ptiddng, tel my kwe aa ahrays 
Pool 

TO TDW MAYBE we can get beck 
together low TT xxx 

TIFFANY SORRY I itenad you on 
Monday. See you soon tats of 
ton David 

TOM rrs NOT toff thte good since 
Micky Thomas scored against 
Liverpool to win the rile In 1888 - 
tots ol taw Eroty xxx 

TOM , ROSES ARE red, your Play 
Stmtona wMts tats see If we can 
make lent one tonlgU. Lon mid 
kteassEma. 

TRYRAN BORNEO AND Elan. Hell 
and Mtfnstear but aflfl toatehrt 

TO MY BEAUTIFUL wife Alteon, I 
am so happy to han as the sexy 
and axcUng tocus ot my Ufa. 
There te no mors tonly a tody to 
grow old wffhl Truly in love. 
Phflxxx. pa The footle ta on 


WISHING YOU A tong and happy 
marriage to ms! Lne always yore 
RCXP.pj* nervous yet? 

WILL AUNTIE MARY’S canary be 
happier In ttrawomthta a back- 
wmdsFFIn A. 

WISHING AND MISSING my Btfle 
"GOMT a happy vstemkies day. 
Lots te ton Baa-Lamb 

WELCOME BACK CYNTHIA Got 
ptena be my mtetress ton tram 
an ahaohae bastard. 

WITH LOTS OF tow Iron Mete to 
Sooty Norah and Smudpe-afl the 
my best tor 1898+ . 

WE TWO WERE one now three to 
five, wflh laughter our love mutti- 
Sfftas. 

WITH LOVE FROM a badger to his 
tenet 

WICKED HUSSY- BEAR tows you 
tel his muches. Blue skies! 

WSJUBT THANKS FOR the best 
year of my life marry me. Gor- 
geous gkL 

WHATEVER IT TAKES tapped sax- 
ophonist wWngfy wears double 
aaah tor ausM ttrtng chte. 

WEAR YOUR HEART on your 
sleeve— a variety Club Gold 
HwL 

WHEN 111 WITH you flie to never a 
bore, on hoBday ww were chased 
by Ittepo'e, teephanv and more, 
but I tea can? watt U our nut trip 
In May, awn though you’ll erowy 
me 24 hours a day. 




C .'-yZ < a 

SIR$1 
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j The bjtm&osot Parson's tntnxtoctton Agaoey 1 




Valentines Day - 50% oil 

_ ^ (Offer closes 23 Feb) "" 

® 0800 542 3000 Member 

e T’" MM or write to FREEPOST 305 London EC1B1SY 


THETA f&MEMBERMG JL 
TESSA ROSES ARE red 8 vefy 
prickly, rm -gonna make you 
tough 'etue I know you're tkddy. 



YKKAB BBOC 

1 will be your 
pusher, 
love from 
your N°1 fan 
YlleKxxx 


TO BERT LOWE you toads Emma. 


TOTHE 

BODY BEAUTIFUL 

with thighs of steel. 

Yon left me 
breathless in Cuego 
and overheated in 
the G alapagos! 
WHAT NEXT? 


You ARE MY debris who taugM 
pteflte and will always be the 
afcooBBtorme. 

YOU PUT THE kettle cn 

YOU FILL UP my senses 7.7.77 
aoopm. 

YOU WONT BELIEVE ff. yoirTl say 
*tf a not true!* Dawn It’s just my 
w^ to say *1 low you” 

YOU CHEEKY! now you've found 
me. yore mtecyroodterte holding 
on UgM - weytiByi 

YVONNE LET THE 14th be the Slat 
of aom a Wng special in our 
hearts low Aklo, paewee pen- 
quin 

YOU ONLY WANTED a gesture 
today. Happy valentines pay, 
Lynne 

YVONNE LET THE 14th be the start 
of something special in our 
hearte. Love Aklo Ptert and Pen- 
pffn. 



Zof^ FOLLOW YOU, tosawma. 

tow. yore Ne*. 

“■““^UPIrtrmycdRMtnd 

•cohmi 

te*KE THE tteth move a phtw 
mots tfnmfcm ahays. 
1884188 

MARION, AS USUAL batter teta 
thsn nmr, l*U hni s ctMUA 

•sndwkii, «b my ine Alan »x 
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The King’s favourite: Mrs Simpson 


o 




Wallis’s loving 
slave buckled 
her shoes 
and painted 
her toenails 


Newly discovered photograph albums, 
whose contents are published here for 


the first time, give an intimate picture 
of Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson’s life 
at the time of his succession as king. It 
was a period, writes Paul Vallely, when 
their unconventional, if affectionate, 
relationship was the talk of high society 


It was early in 1934 that Thel- 
ma, Viscountess Furness, de- 
cided to travel to New York to 
see friends. A few days before 
she sailed she invited her friend 
the American socialite Willis 
Simpson for lunch at the Ritz. 

“Oh Thelma, the little man 
is going to be so lonely,'’ Wal- 
lis had said. The “little man" was 


EDWARD’S 

PRIVATE 

SOUVENIR 

1934-36 


The private pain 
of the Abdication: 
Three pages of 
pictures in The 
Independent on 
Sunday tomorrow 


Edward, Prince of Wales. Lady 
Furness was the latest in his line 
of mistresses. 

“Well, dear, said Lady Fur- 
ness, “you look after him while 
I’m away". She did. Indeed, as 
Thelma acidly observed in her 
memoirs, she "looked after him 
exceedingly well." 

Until that point there had 
been nothing improper about 
Mrs Simpson’s relationship with 
the future King Edward VUL, 
the man who was later to be- 
come for her sake the first 
monarch in British history will- 
ingly to abdicate. She and her 
second husband Ernest, an 
American-born shipping broker, 
had met Lady Furness through 
a friend at the US embassy four 
years before. Through her they 

had come to know the Prince of 

Whies and in 1932 had become 
regular, if infrequent, week- 
end viators at his country home. 
Fort Belvedere. By 1933 the 
Simpsons were regarded by the 
staff at the Fort as regulars. In 
return, they often invited him 
to their daily cocktail parties at 
their apartment in Bryanston 
Court behind Marble Arch. 

But when his mistress was in 
New York, Edward began call- 
ing in at Biyanston regularly and 


'Stop frame' sequences of photographs are a 
feature of Edward and Wallis's Fort Belvedere 
album, assembled during cinema’s first 
golden age. These are the first images in the 
album of the couple alone together 










tail hour that he was invited im- 
promptu to join them for din- 
ner. Often he kept them up until 
4am. At first, a stoical Mr Simp- 
son, whose business was in 
trouble and who had brought 
work home with him, sat and 
smiled. But as the royal visits be- 
came more frequent he began 
to excuse himself and return to 

his stucty leaving his wife and the 

prince alone into the small 
hours. “Ernest has cried off a 
few," Wallis wrote on 12 Feb- 
ruary 1934 to her Aunt Bessie 
in the US, “but I have had to go 
on. I am sure the gossip will 
now be that I am the latest [of 
the prince's mistresses]". Yet she 
always insisted that no affair 
took place. 

At the Fort during weekend 
parties it was noticed that Ed- 
ward danced more and more 
frequently with his American 
friend. "But I always have 
Ernest hanging round my neck, 
so all is safe," said Wallis. 

Thelma Furness did not 
agree. She had lingered for 
two months in New York — 
where she had seen much of the 
rakish young Prince Aly Khan 
- and when she returned and 
Edward invited her to the Fort 
she found her lover polite but 

very distant. Then at dinner she 

noticed that the Prince and 
- Wallis seemed to have devel- 
i oped little private jokes. When 
3 she saw Willis playfully slapping 
r the Prince's hand when he 

a picked up a piece of salad with 

his fingers the penny dropped, 
j The viscountess was not in- 
it vited again. It was the talk of tbe 
h town. “Our little Prince is not 
L so nice," one titled Chelsea 
i- lady said. “His treatment of 
st Thelma and Freda [Dudley 
1- Ward, a previous mistress] is ap* 
it palling. Just overnight - bang! 
m No letter, no nothing. Just si- 
ir, lence." But Wallis suddenly 
ifr found herself in receipt of in- 
in vitations from all directions by 
sy people who hoped that she 
of would come - and bring the 
ae Prince of Wales with her. 
k- By now die Simpsons were 
ie, expected every weekend aL the 
he fort, and every week they had 
be to assume that several evenings 
In would be spent in the prince’s 
im company. What Ernest thought 
at of it all is not recorded. Wlis 
on told Aunt Bessie in one letter 

that Ernest was flattered by ihe 
i in prince’s attention. It seems he 
Ul- had little option. At Fort 
md Belvedere it was now Wallis 
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Tea on the terrace 


,* Fort uj.iiii Som the early stage, of her love affair with Edward, Wall* Simpson took the role of a dominant mother to his supplrcant son 


mg in at biyanston reguiany ^ „u nn ed the 

fingering so long past the cock- Simpson who p 


menus and rearranged the furniture. 
While the prince and his friends 
played golf, Wallis walked the prince s 
pugs, Cora and Jaggs. So touched was 
he by her affection for his dogs that 
one afternoon he turned up at 
Biyanston with a Cairn temer under 
his aim -for her. They named him Slip- 
per, and he became an important sym- 
bol of their relationship; the dog is 
much in evidence in the photographs 
we reprint today from the second of 


Edward’s private albums which have 
been passed to The Independent by a 
family friend who was given the col- 
lection by Willis, then Duchess of 
Windsor, in 1972 when Edward died 

in exile in France. 

In the summer of 1934 Edward in- 
vited the Simpsons to join him in Biar- 
ritz. But Ernest was to be away on 
business and so the prince suggested 
she should bring her Aunt Bessie in- 
stead. She did and it took the older 


woman no time to realise that the 
prince was in love with her niece. She 
could see it, she told Willis, “in his 

every glance". When ^felfis replied that 

she was in control of the situation, her 
aunt warned, “I can see no happy out- 
come to such a situation." 

Her niece did not want to hear. Her 
relationship with the Prince was the 
stuff of fairy tales for a woman such 
as Willis, who had been bom out of 
wedlock and brought up as the fa- 


therless poor relation of two distin- 
guished Amerk^ families. Though she 
moved in Baltimore social circles and 
married an American naval aviator, 
Earl Winfield Spencer, her first mar- 
riage was unhappy. Spencer turned out 
to be a moody, violent alcoholic who 
used to go out for the evening leaving 
her tied to the bed. After five years of 
unhappiness she divorced him. The 
□ext year she married the safe and sen- 
timental businessman Ernest Simpson, 


with whom she moved to London. She 
was not young - she was 35 when she 
met Edward - and she was not pret- 
ty. Nor was she rich; well-educated, 
clever or winy. And yet she haifbecome 
the favourite of the heir to the throne 
of England. 

Many have assumed that the at- 
traction was sexuaL Some historians 
have claimed that when her first bus- 
band was pasted to gunboat patrol duty 
in the South China Seas, Willis joined 
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moves to the heart of Edward’s 


life 





him in Hong Kong, where he 

look her to one of th 5. C ? °^lc 
singing houses, a bigh-c 
brothel in Repulse Bay. It J* 
there, and later in Shangha^ 
was said that the future Duchess 
of Windsor learnt the sexual 
skills, including the celebrated 
-Singapore Grip’' 'm which con- 
temporary gossips said she 

expert. In later yea£ * 
Duchess of Windsor, she re 


peatedly asserted that there 
had been no sexual relationship 
at this point, though the &n- 
fio* Edward’s ; butler 

was that te bed was often 

slept in from the end ofl934 

when Mis Simpson vws^ 

Be that as it may, it was drar 

to their contemporariesthatt^ 

relationship between Edward 

and Wallis fed sometfamgde^- 

er in his personality than his re- 


lationships with his earlier mis- 
tresses had. It was no adult love 
afoir of an ordinary sort. “It was 
overwhelmingly a mother-son 
relationship,” according to 
Michael Bloch, editor of The 
Utters Of Edward And Walds 
(1931-1937). “TEs letters to her 
are infantile, adoring, trusting 
they plead for affection and pro- 
tection. Hers to him are sensi- 
ble, affectionate, admonishing, 


possessive. The correspondence 
resembles nothing so much as 
the letters exchanged between 
a fond but wise parent and a 
lonely, hypersensitive child at 
boarding school." 

The role-playing that Ed- 
ward found exciting made him, 
m the words ofthe diarist Chips 
Channon, Mrs Simpson's ab- 
solute slave. He buckled her 
shoes and begged for cigarettes 


like a trained poodle - even in 
front of the servants. One ser- 
vant once entered the roam to 
find Edward on ah fours, paint- 
ing Wallis's toenails. Edward 
pretended to pay her for her 
kindnesses in cash and jewels, 
even bestowing upon her 
Queen Alexandra's emeralds 
which had been destined for his 
future Queen. (“If she were 
what I call a respectable whore, 


I wouldn’t mind,” grumbled a 
sullen Prime Minister, Stanley 
Baldwin. Willis punished his 
smallest misdeed like a school- - 
mistress, literally rapping his 
knuckles or rebuking him 
sharply. In their later years Ed- 
ward’s golfing partner Sandy 
Bertrand recalled -how the 
Duchess often said: “Sandy, 
you are so kind to play golf with 
my old man - it must be so bor- 


ing for you.” When the hapless 
Duke interjected: “Darling, I 
don’t think he’s bored,” she 
would snap something like “Of 
course he is”. When she was 
hard on him, Bertrand recalled, 
“he seemed to feel that it 
showed that she cared". 

Whatever the mith about the 
relationship it was dear that by 
the end of 1934, when the 
prince wrote the first of many 


love letters in his copperplate 
hand, he had fallen deeply in 
love with Mrs Simpson. He 
knew it was different from his 
previous relationships and be- 
fore long he knew that he want- 
ed to many her. It was not, of 
course, something he knew how 
to discuss with his lather. Before 
he could work out how to do 
that, George V died and Wfcl- 
lis’s lover was proclaimed King. 
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Listen to Australia, look at Holland: get on your bike, Ma’am 



EDITOR; ROSIE BOYCOTT 
DEPUTY EDITOR: CHRIS BLACKHURST 
ADDRESS: 1 CANADA SQUARE, 

CANARY WHARF. 

LONDON E14 SDL 
TELEPHONE: 0171 29J 2000 
OR 0171 345 2'OOQ 
FAX: 0171 293 2435 
OR 0171-345 2435 


The Australians have done it: why can’t 
we? Not become a republic, which they 
have not, yet, despite yesterday’s big step 
in that direction- But why can we not have 
a grown-up debate about how we ought 
to be governed, in the way that they have? 
Why can we not have an intelligent 
debate about, for example, why the 
hereditary principle is wrong when it 
comes to choosing members of the 
■House of Lords but right for selecting a 
head of state? 

The Constitutional Convention in 
Canberra voted yesterday by 73 votes to 
57 that Australia should cut its umbili- 
cal cord - its constitutional link with the 
Queen. The decision, which is likely to 
be ratified by a referendum next year, 
will set off a wave of revision through- 
out the Commonwealth which surety 
cannot stop until it has washed through 
and over the Palaces of Westminster and 
Buc kingham . 

Once a British statesman talked about 
calling in the New World to redress the 
imbalances of the Old. In the Eighties 
the Australian courts did just that in the 
Spycaicher affair, forcing even 
Thatcnerite Britain to regret the excesses 
of executive power. Here is another 
chance for Qz radicalism to shame us into 
the modernisation of our Par liame nt 


and the prerogatives of the Crown. 

Last year, thanks to Labour’s rapid 

delivery of election promises, the Scots 
and Welsh tasted the fruit of direct 
dedson-making about Ihefr constitutional 
future; Londoners have their day in 
May; all of us, sooner or later, will need 
to assent — or not — to British participa- 
tion in European monetary union. Those 
decisions, aU of them important^ do not 
eshaust the agenda of change. Conven- 
tional wisdom says people are uninter- 
ested in constitutional change. But listen 
to the way people talk about the Royal 
Eamily, let alone the House of Lords, and 
about the relevance of politics to their dai- 
ly lives. It is nonsense to say the British 
are essentially wedded to what was. 

Since the death of the Princess of 
Wales there has been ah intermittent con- 
versation about royalty and its rights. 
Tony Blair has counselled the Queen and 
her heir about their behaviour- with the 
dear implication that unless they become 
more user-friendly that rumbling mood 
of discontent so palpable in the week 
after Diana's death might turn nasty. 

One. result is the new-found willing- 
ness of the Queen’s household to open 
its books to public inspection. And yet 
few fundamentals have changed. It is not 
just the continuing penchant of the 



Prince of Wales and his mistress for en- 
gaging in a sport detested by large num- 
bers of his subjects. It is the way that word 
- subjects - has not been challenged and 
subverted. The monarch remains the 
signer of our laws, at the apex of a sys- 
tem of pre-democratic government. 

What the Australian experience 


underlines, however, is that the debate 
starts to be both more difficult and more 
fruitful when alternatives to a monarch 
are considered. Support for a republic 
dropped sharply in the Canberra Con- 
vention, while remaining a substantial 
majority, once it was forced to choose be- 
tween a constitutional monarchy and tne 
most popular system for choosing a 
president. The idea that will be put to 
the Australian people in the referendum 
is that the president should be appointed 
by agreement between the prime 
mfn jstm- and the leader of the opposition, 
and approved by parliament This has 
offended the democratic purists who 
think the holder of the post should be 
directly elected. But it is not a bad idea. 
As Andreas Whittam Smith argued in 
these pages last week, it is only when you 
are forced to think through the alterna- 
tives that they can really be judged. 

And in our situation, which is quite 
different from Australia’s colonial past 
and Asian future, there are positive fea- 
tures to a hereditary monarchy. The an- 
swer to the objection that it is 
inconsistent with abolishing the rights of 
hereditary peers to speak and vote in the 
Upper House is that they perform dif- 
Tbp hpreditarv 
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akimr it has, however, a kind of legit- 

lacy when it comes to choosing a sym- 
die and unifying figurehead- 

Buuhat means reforming our monar-. 

odd not do. The last rest®® «2g 

erogartve should be abohsbedThe 

rmarcfa should not have the power to 
t^ho shall be prime minister wto 
e party balance in the HouseofCom- 
Tsris uncertain. The paraphernalia of 
and country houses and 


sties and palaces ana caunuy 
leg should be trimmed or justffiedUnd 
a* tamavers sueven- 



iq. ud tne 

should use its prestige to promote the 
lues and causes which bring us k>g e <h- 
as a nation, much as Diana tned to do. 
iere is a balance to be struck between 
s Royal Family preserving ns dignity 
d showing that it is in touch with the 
es of its fellow citizens. 

Monarchists tend to mock such 
tempts to modernise the rather re- 
ally invented pageantry of royalty by 
ring that we would not want a bicycling 
anarchy like that of the Netherlands, 
iuTd we? WelL we would, actually. The 
issage to the Queen that the Aus- 


LETTERS 


Save the arts 


I am writing to support your 
campaign for the arts and in 
particular your call to make it 
simpler for individuals to set do- 
nations to charities against 
their tax bills. 

This government has the 
admirable ambition of revers- 
ing decades of centralising state 
power and giving some power 
bade to the people. Its intention 
not to raise the burden of tax- 
ation is consistent with that am- 
bition. So how to finance the 
growth of the arts? The Gov- 
ernment is in part urging mu- 
seums and galleries to become 
more enterprising and to raise 
more money themselves. 

The Academy is alone among 
major arts institutions in not re- 
ceiving a penny of state money, 
and so we have experience on 
which to draw. The Academy 
charges for entry, it was first in 
the field to get major sponsorship 
from corporations and one of the 
first to set up membership 
schemes for friends and for cor- 
porations. We have done all the 
things others are now gearing up 
to do. And still there is a gap be- 
tween all this income and our ex- 
penditure. 

We have just reported an op- 
erating surplus for 1997 of 
£175,000 after a deficit the pre- 
vious year of £1 .4m, and a good 
part of the reason was a scheme 
for individual giving, the Exhi- 
bition Patrons Group, for indi- 
viduals giving over £5.000 each. 
We are just about to widen this 
scheme to individuals giving a 
minimum of £1,000. But, my, 
the complications of ensuring 
that we do not risk the wrath of 
two sets of tax authorities. 

Customs rules mean that 
any benefit, worth even £ 2 , 
would make an entire donation 
of £1,000 subject to VAI The 
donation would then be worth 
only £850 to us. 

The Inland Revenue do aBow 
some benefits to be offered be- 
fore a donation ceases to be tax- 
effective, but there are different 
rules for covenants and gift aid. 
Rules on the latter are particu- 
larly crazy because a donor can 
only receive benefits up to 15 per 
cent of the gift subject to an ab- 
solute ceiling of £250: try ex- 
plaining to a donor giving £Zm 
that the gift is tax-ineffective. 

The financial impact of 
these rules is huge. This year the 
Inland Revenue ruled that we 
must refuse payment for 
Friends’ membership by deed 
of covenant and had to with- 
draw tax reclaims of £178,000: 
the same value as our operat- 
ing surplus. 

People who gjve usually like 
to gel something back, and it is 
difficult to explain that a ben- 
efit cannot be promised, and 
the institution can be left look- 
ing mean or stupid. The in- 
centive of a simplified tax break 
will encourage more individu- 
als to give more money. 
DAVID GORDON 
Secretary 

Royal Academy of Am 
London W1 


The Museums & Galleries 
Commission (MGC) welcomes 
The Independents campaign to 
save the arts. In particular we 
were interested to read your 
suggested changes in taxation 
policy- The MGC has already 
made a submission to the tax 
authorities, responding to the 



Fighter for the arts: the statue outside the Royal Academy in London of its first president, Sir Joshua Reynolds 


Chancellor's review of charity 
taxation, and called for a num- 
ber of reforms. 

Our response calls for even 
stronger lax breaks for the arts 
and heritage. We want to see tax 
relief on donations to aU mu- 
seums registered with the 
MGC not just charitable mu- 
seums and galleries. All dona- 
tions to the arts, however small, 
should qualify for tax relief and 
we want simpler and fairer 
rules on so-called '‘benefits” 
from donations, to avoid indi- 
vidual and corporate donors be- 
ing discouraged from making 
donations by inappropriate tax 
rules. We also believe that ma- 
jor donors should be able to 
give assets, such as paintings, in- 
stead of cash, and obtain relief. 

In addition the MGC has ' 
made several recommenda- 
tions to reduce the VAT burden 
currently experienced by the 
museum sector. We are now 
waiting for the Government to 
publish its consultation docu- 
ment on the charity tax review 
before making further repre- 
sentation on this issue. 
VANESSA HARRIS 
Head of Finance and 
Administration 
Museums & Galleries 
Commission 
London SWl 


to the trouble of completing 
self-assessment tax forms to re- 
claim tiny rebates perhaps as lit- 
tle as £7.17 per year. 

While we understand and 
sympathise with the crisis in tbe 
funding of the arts, confining 
these tax changes to arts organ- 
isations could significantly skew 
current patterns of charitable giv- 
ing by diverting money from vol- 
untary organisations which are 
a]sn farin g similar funding pres- 
sures.ta theory, we might in time 
be able to increase income from 
wealthy donors, already using 
self-assessment, to compensate 
for any loss we would suffer, but 
this is completely untried. Oth- 
er charities will .face similar 
challenges, and could see their 
incomes affected over time. 

These proposals raise com- 
plex issues which require ex- 
tensive and careful 
consideration across the vol- 
untary sector. They should not 
be rushed through in a Budget 
now only weeks away. 

DAVID NUSSBAUM 
Financial Director 
Oxfam 

Oxford 


coastal city, Hodeidah, stretch- 
ing already under-resourced 
health and social services be- 
yond their limited capacity. The 
remittances from migrant work- 
ers, a mainstay of household 
economy, were lost, pushing 
many into poverty. Much west- 
ern aid was cut off, and has yet 
to be fully reinstated. 

If the bombing of Iraq goes 
ahead the implications for de- 
velopment in the region axe se- 
vere. The human cost and the 
infrastructural damage could be 
immense. The standing of 
Britain and of UK-based de- 
velopment agencies will be 
greatly damaged. 

We urge the British gov- 
ernment to listen to the coun- 
tries in the region, to listen to 
their European allies, and to the 
peace and development agen- 
cies here, to use its “special re- 
lations" with the US to 
persuade them to look seriously 
fra: negotiated solutions to the 
present crisis. 

DENIS HAWES 
Catholic Institute for 
International Relations 
London N1 


“mad” or “evil”, where the 
West is always tbe good guy, uy- 
ing to enforce “sanity” and 
“order” on belligerent and 
childish nations. 

I care little for Saddam. 
But my thoughts will be with the 
Iraqi people. 
JJCHARLESWORTH 
London N16 


sequence of Ian Beale's at- 
tempts to have himself elected. 
PAULSWEETMAN 
Southampton 


Personality mayors 


Strike on Iraq 


Your campaign for US- style tax 
incentives on donations to the' 
arts could lead to a loss of in- 
come to Oxfam of £3-5m a year, 
the cost of our development 
programme throughout cen- 
tral Africa. 

Tax-efficient giving is a great 
incentive to donors. Oxfam is 
one of many charities which 
currently derives much of its 
voluntary income from large 
numbers of people covenanti- 
ng valuable but small monthly 
amounts often as little as £2. 
Under current arrangements 
the tax benefit is claimed by tbe 
charity. It seems unlikely that 
Che proposed system will result 
in ail small-scale donors going 


As an agency devoted to justice, 
peace and development the 
Catholic Institute for Interna- 
tional Relations deplores the 
present escalation towards mil- 
itary action against Iraq. 

Our development pro- 
grammes in the region are still 
dealing with the damaging ef- 
fects of the war in the Gulf in 
1991. For its neulxal stance at 
that time Yemen, the poorest 
country in the Middle East, suf- 
fered severe economic depri- 
vation, which greatly affetied is 
capacity to develop. Up to' one 
milli on migrant Yemeni work- 
ers in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
were expelled from their places 
of work. Many of the long-term 
migrants were homeless, and 
destitute and set up shanty 
towns on the outskirts of the 


Having invoked the authority of 
the imaginary “international 

community", tbe United States 
will soon unleash its own, very 
visible, weapons of mass de- 
struction, to punish the Iraqi 
regime for daring to resist be- 
ing treated tike a colony. 

In the past, such use of 
force by a western superpow- 
er against a Third World coun- 
ay would have been called 
imperialism; these days it is 
called peace-keeping. As with 
the former Yugoslavia, the 
West now claims the moral au- 
thority to interfere with the af- 
fairs of those regimes it deems 


London-based journalists such 
as David Walker see elected 
mayors as a way forward for 
cities because they judge the 
success of local government 
only by the example of Lon- 
don (“Elected Mayors could 
give personality to local gov- 
ernment", 11 February). 

The real issue is that there 
is no London-wide government. 
In cities like Birmingham, how- 
ever, the Gty Council is able to 
take strategic decisions to secure 
the future wealth and well-be- 
ing of tbe city, while at the same 
time devolving power to local 
level for trufy local issues. 

Personality politics is at- 
tractive to the media because 
ft provides personality copy. Lo- 
cal government is not show- 
business but the business of 
governance and ensuring the 
provision of services that have 
a massive impact on people's 
day-to-day lives. 

THERESA STEWART 
Leader of the Council 
Birmihgfiam City Council 


Sinn Fein victory? 

The exclusion of Sinn Fein from 
the Stormont talks on the basis 
of two disputed killings, when for 
weeks tbe RUC had evidence of 
UDA involvement in the killing 
of nearly half a dozen national- 
ists before the Ulster Democ- 
ratic Party was even considered 
for exclusion, will appear to 
the majority of the nationalist 
community as unjust and as a 
flimsy pretext for the exclusion 
of many of their political aspi- 
rations from the process. 

This will raise the question 
of whether the SDLP supports 
this exclusion and place it in the 
position of either having to do 
so or move closer to Sinn 
Fein's position. Do the two gov- 
ernments want to hand Sinn 
Fein electoral success against 
the SDLP on a platter? 

JP MURPHY 
Birmingham 


Death of marriage 

I enjoyed Glenda Cooper’s 
piece on marriage “fixers” (10 
February). It reminded me of 
the very intimidating lady who 
organised a cousin’s wedding in 
New York some years ago. She 
described herself proudly as a 
“nuptician”. “As in mortician?” 
I asked somewhat incredulous- 
ly. “Yeah, I guess so," without 
even a hint of a smile. 

JOHN SCOTT MONCRIEFF 
Edinburgh 


Modem prayer 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


As for the present House, I 
hope it will continue to exercise 
its independent judgement in 
monitoring the great power of 
this government without being 
intimidated by threats of reform 
or abolition. You. however 
grudgingly, I am glad to find, ad- 
mit we are not doing a bad job. 
Viscount CRANBORNE 
Leader of the Opposition 
House of Lords 


Like much media treatment of 
church affairs, your article “Syn- 
od chan ges the Lord’s Prayer" 
^12 February) suffered from 
presenting the issue solely as a 
contest between traditionalists 
and modernisers. 

A modem version of the 
Lord's Prayer has been in use 
in the Church of England for 
over 20 years, and the principle 
that modem and traditional 
versions should exist ride by side 
is widely accepted. 

A less tractable question is 
the wording of tbe modem ver- 
sion, particularly the clause tra- 
ditionary rendered “Lead us not 
into temptation”. The choice for 
the new millennium is between 
adopting the new, ecumenical- 
fyagreed verripn “Save usfrom 
th^time riLtnal”.’ anti ftuther 
experimentation to find a bet- 
ter rendering. ^ . 

While,, in ,tbe intere&s- of 
Christian unity, the Church of 
England would be right to fell 
into &Mwhh the ecumenical text.’ 
it should do so in.full awareness 
that “Save us from the time of 
trial” fc superior to the traditional 
version neither as a rendering of 
the biblical lexi nor (arguably) in 
terms of intelligibility to present- 
day churchgoers. 

Dr GRAHAM GOULD 
Department of Theology and 
Religious Studies 
King's College London 


I like the new version of th 
Lord's Prayer, except for the n 
tent ion of the archaic woi 
“hallowed”, which is me&ruoj 
less in modem English. 
MARK STUBBS 
Luton, Bedfordshire 


Advice from Blair 


Congratulations on your leade 
(11 Februaiy), asking Mr Bla 1 
to act reasonably over the Mu: 
doch issue. What worries mi 
however, is Mr Blair's behaviou 
in general. Who does he thin 
he is, going round, doling ot 
advice to all and sundry 
teenagers in Sheffield, Mr Clir 
ton, Mr Yeltsin, Saddam Huj 
sein? He's even personall 
curing the Millennium bug 
Whether he’s overworking o 
simplyconceited isn't dear. 

jeremyfox 

Norwich 


Lords and Commons 


The answer to David Walker’s 
question “When was the last 
time you heard a reference to 
council affairs in Albert Square 
or The Street?” is: yesterday! 
“Tbe council” bas featured 
heavily in Eastenders over the 
last couple of months as a con- 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor 

and include a daytime telephone number. 

Roc 0171 203 2056; e-mail ■ letters@independenLco.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address . 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Your leader of 12th Februaiy 
seemed to be saying: “The 
House of Lords does not work 
in theory, but it is disturbingly 
effective in practice. Tbe House 
of Commons works in theory, 
but does not work in practice. 
We therefore recommend that 
the House of Lords should be 

reformed urgently.” 

This reasoning seems to be 
perverse. Would it not be bel- 
ter to see the reform of the 
House of Lords in the context 
of the whole of Parliament, es- 
pecially of the relationship be- 
tween the two Houses? 

Meanwhile, it is clear that 
government intends to remove 
hereditary peers’ right to sif. I 
hope you will encourage Mr 
Blair only to do so if be sub- 
stitutes for them an alternative 
that is at least as independent. 


QU OT E UNQUOTE 


to truth there is nothing remotely ftinity when oar J 
Pnme Minister has a bucket of water thrown river h 

^ ^ a gmbby little loul 

-Ann WIddecombe , Tory MP 

I have never seen such a tidy sleeper as Peter Mand 
Hishands were neatly placed on his thighs. His mo, 
closed, his hair remained immac ula te - 


wwcu, uii nair remained immaculate - 

^V^teMPAustaMitcf, 
mmesstng the Minister without Portfolio slumbering on o i 
It’s better to send middle-ared mon I 


nfh^ih ^ middle-aged men abroad to bore 
otoer than send young men abroad to kill each otbi 
- Robin Cook, foreign Secretory 

8 T?. at taUorin 8' K » "Oman wants 
£?£!? ps ' IcaDdoit - Anto ^ pri “ 


more “Wy to win qualify 
w be elected to public office and to take part in m 

puberty l^ooS 
right-handed women - Bob Worcester, MORI dm, 

~3 y “ 0W !^ Dd you gotta do one for art -P** 
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Us t act. The threat posed by Saddam’s arsenal is terrifying and real 



robin 

COOK 

why the west is 
TALKING TOUGH 


^ * n a front page 

£5 ftSSSS * *° ben ™ 

lemad * n tbum ' on Thursday, chal- 

ski™ o^? Goverament lQ explain its po- 
challengc!^’ 1 W ° Uld Iikc to accepl lhal 
nothing fuzzy about the threat 
P 05 **- Nor nc the 
velnSSih 1 ? diemical weapons he has de- 
^oped the invention of comic book writ- 

^^ reaLTenify “^ r ^ Askte 

of tk the Un *ted Nation^, as part 

of the Gulf War ceasefire, insisted on his 
weapons inspectors into 
q ' ^ ddam agreed to allow them free 
aroessboth to destroy his weapons of mass 
es truct , on and his capability to develop 
more in the future, as he is obliged io do 
under Smriqr c P Uncfl resolutions. 

W£ wiD hold him to this because the re- 
ah^ is far worse than was known when the 
Gulf War ended. Despite almost daily Iraqi 
Obstruction and deceit, Unscom - the UN 
JJf ?P° n inspectors - have uncovered 
38.000 chemical weapons, 480,000 litres of 
live chemical weapon agents. 30 chemical 
weapon warheads, 48 operational missiles 
and six missile launchers. 

Iraq claimed, until faced with the evi- 
dence in 1995, that it never had a biolog- 
ical weapoQ programme at all But Unscom 


has discovered a massive plant dedicated 
to producing anthrax and botulinum tox- 
in. Unscom found 19,000 litres of botulinum 
iccrirL Victims die of paralysis within a week. 
They found 8,400 litres of anthrax. Four 
out of five people infected die within a few 
days. They drown in their own body fluid. 
A kilogram of anthrax released in a city 
could kill tens of thousands of people. 

But Unscom believes there is much mate 
still io be found and destroyed. They have 
evidence that Saddam still has thousands 
of tonnes of chemical weapons hidden. They, 
believe he stOl has the capacity to manu- 
facture quickly tonnes of biological 
weapons. And they know that all missiles 
and warheads are still not accounted for. 

No one can doubt be is prepared to use 
them because be has done in the past 
against both his own people and his neigh- 
bours. as Robert Fisk has so graphically de- 
scribed. His regime is based on brutality. 
His human rights record is horrific. He is 
kept in power solely by force. And be has 
shown he is ready to use that same force 
against neighbouring countries. 

We can’t simply sit bock and do noth- 
ing to stop him increasing his stockpile of 
weapons and the means to deliver them. 
Doing nothing is not an option. 

But we are not trying to humiliate Sad- 
dam. We are not seeking more control over 


Iraq. All we are demanding is that be gives 
Unscom the guaranteed right of access and 
inspection that be agreed in 1991. 

Unscom must have the unfettered ac- 
cess necessary to enable it do its job. That 
includes access to Saddam's presidential 
palaces. They are not just lavish homes buflt 
at the expense of the suffering of his own 
people. They are huge military com- 
pounds - one of which is 25 square kilo- 
metres in sire -which contain weapons and 
documents that Unscom must be able to 
inspect 


the threat of force. 

Wfc are irot in the business of rskingl^ 

for fuzzy symbolism or posture. We areno 

Hooking for conflict let alone do we want 
to ia»nrh a military adventure. W“ are max- 
ing every diplomatic effort to reach a so- 
lution. We have been for weeks. And we 

continue to work flat out with our partners 

to achieve this. . . 

We are also in the lead in trying to help 
the Iraqi people. We are driving discussions 
at the UN to expand the oD-fbr-fbod pro- 
gramme. Britain is the second largest 


We are not in the business of risking 
Jives for fuzzy symbolism or posture. We 
are not looking for conflict, nor do we 
want to launch a military adventure. 


One-off inspections are not enough- Un- 
scom knows from bitter experience that it 
is only repeat visits which have enabled 
them to uncover Saddam's weapons of mass 
destruction. So Iraq’s latest compromise 
does not meet the terms of the UN reso- 
lution. It does show that Saddam can be 
moved. But only if diplomacy is backed by 


donor of humanitarian aid to Iraq. But it 
is not the UN which is starving Iraqis. It 

is Saddam Hussein. There are no sanctions 

on importing food or medicine. Saddam 
simply prefers to spend the money be ealus 
from exports of oQ on his palaces and re- 
building bis military machine.. 

But the history of our dea li n g s witii Sad- 


^ show tot dipl^ “tone wfll no. pull 
tobadc from the bnnk. And m the end, 

Bouire kun f"'- 

pStotomational law. The atm of any 

Sitaty action would be to dtmnmf. Sad- 
Sdnlitary capabilities, mcluding h« 
Sy to deploy, conceal and recreate his 
weapons ofmass destruction capability or 

threaten his neighbours. 

Saddam should not confuse our reluc- 

um^ousefo^wiUom^^uon 

to do so if necessary . Vx rate are too great 
to turn a blind eye, no matter how com- 
fortable that option may seem- . 

The stability of the entire region is at 
risk. As Tony Blair has made cletr, we hare 
a clear duly in the interests of long-term 
Z V Saddam defying the world 
coimmuucy. He can not teJDDMd Jo con- 
tinue to develop nudear, chemical and bi- 

° l0 £eTtoeasing recognition in the 
international community of the importance 
of malting Saddam comply with the Secu- 
rity Gouncil resolution. If force is needed 
to ensure Saddam does not have weapons 
of mass destruction, more and more coun- 
tries accept that Saddam must lake re- 
sponsibility. But the power to lift this threat 
lies in bis own hands. 

The writer is the Foreign Secretary. 


VVhen you consider John Prescott’s encounter with 
Chumbawumba, the Sixties look oh so good 



TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

ON THE DAYS 
OF SUMMER 


The obituary writers worked 
overtime this week; but I fear 
that they have spent the greater 
part of their labours on a fig- 
ure unworthy of their effort. As 
my good friend and sometime 
TV mentor Brian Walden has 
reminded us, heroics are in the 
eye of the beholder. His eval- 
uation of Ndson Mandela was, 
to say the least, controversial 
Knowing Wilden’s devastat- 
ing capacity for rebuttal I hes- 
itate to differ with him in 
public; I’ve seen him destroy too 
many in debate to enter into a 
dispute with him lightly. How- 
ever in the case of Nelson 
Mandela, I might just enter a 
doubt For my own money, he 
got the facts right but missed 
the point. It doesn't matter 
much whether Mr Mandela 
has succeeded as a politician; 
that isn’t his value. It would be 
like evaluating Mother Tferesa 
as a failure on the grounds that 
she didn’t do much for the sci- 
ence of disease controL These 
people are models and inspi- 
rations to the rest of us; that is 


their purpose. So pouring cold 
water over them does little to 
dim their histre; dare I say it, 
it may only make the pourer 
look as though he has mkad 
the temper of the people. 

When Danbert Nobacon 
approached the Deputy Prime 
Minister at the Brits this week, 
I doubt whether be had the 
sort of elegantly worked cri- 
tique of the Labour govern- 
ment as Wdden did of Mr 
Mandela. If he did, we didn't 
hear it. But he did have the 
same outcome in mind — to 
pour cold water over a People’s 
Champion who, he thought, 
had betrayed the People. But 
Prescott is still thought of as 
the conscience of the Labour 
High Command; so it looks 
odd for a supposedly politically 
awareanarchist to pick him for 
the ice bucket treatment. He 
is the one person thought both 
inclined to and . capable of-- 
keeping Labour to ils historic; 
mission of helping the less 
well-off against the will of the 
devious Blairite spinmeisters, 
even if it means displeasing the 
New Labour Rich (including 
millionaire pop stars). It 
doesn't seem frightfully bright. 

I think that Chumbawumba 
should stick to music, at which 
they are brilliant - “Tbbthump- 
ing” should be the England 
World Cup anthem. The words 
are prophetic: 

I get knocked down 
Then I get up again 
You’re never gonna keep me 
down ... 

Bat stars should avoid the 
choosing of heroes; it is a com- 
plex business. What we can all 
agree is. that great heroes em- 
body the spirit of their times 
and in some way demonstrate 



Surfs up: the Beach Boys helped set the optimistic tone of the Sixties 


Photograph: Michael Ochs/Reidfems 


the best of which their era is ca- 
pable. But who are they? Tfco 
contenders for greatness passed 
away this week; the commen- 
tators dwelt on one and ignored 
the other. They were wrong. 

The passing of Enoch Pow- 
ell unleashed acres of apologias 
for the great 7b ry opportunist; 
we heard that he was a brilliant 
scholar, about his fine oratory, 
about his intellectual rigour. W: 
heard far less about the vulgar 
populism that inspired his mod 
famous remarks, or about the 
coldly calculating way in which 
he rewrote that speech with the 
specific objective of encourag- 
ing a minority of thugs and 
racists, who then went out to do 


precisely what hecoulfihave 
predicted with his fine profes- 
sorial mind: to- intimidate as 
many blade and Asian families 
as they could find-Tbe defence 
that he was the only one coura- 
geous enough to raise the issue 
of racial conflict is fatuous. 
His speech was made in an at- 
tempt to break the hard -won 
consensus for race relations 
legislation which had been ar- 
rived at only after four years of 
debate. His legacy is whoDy ugly 
and malign. And of course, he 
was wrong in his central propo- 
sition that black, or multiracial 
Britons could never truly belong 
to the nation: from Mr Paul 
Boating and Baroness Flather 


-ns ... 

in the palace of Westminster, 
aopssjo Trevor McDonald, Ian 
Wrigibt and Scary Spice, it 
would be hard to avoid the ac- 
cepted presence of New 
Britons. There was a poignant 
irony that Mr Powell’s own 
passing was reported to the na- 
tion, on TV by two black pre- 
senters. 

Yet relatively little effort 
has been expended on 
analysing the impact of a far 
more significant figure who 
died this week, Carl W3son of 
the Beach Boys. It will no 
doubt seem absurd to set a 
mere singer alongside the 
Great Intellect; but if there is 
a sound of the Sixties for me. 


it is doser to the sweet har- 
monies and teenage lyrics of the 
Wilson brothers, than the ade- 
noidal grating of Powell’s 
rhetoric. And it is this decade 
that even now forms the cul- 
tural substratum for leader- 
ship around the world: why 
does anyone imagme that Clin- 
ton and Blair are so dose, but 
for their common cultural in- 
heritance? Even John Prescott, 
possibly the least likely mem- 
ber of the present government 
to be thought of as a reconsti- 
tuted hippy, realty only turned 
up at the Brit Awards because 
he was desperate to meet Fleet- 
wood Mac, yet another relic of 
the late Sixties and Seventies. 


It is reported that, even in his 
wet suit, he stuck around pure- 
ly for the pleasure of going 
frprksfage to meet the band, 
who, aside from the fact that 
Midi Fleetwood had left his 
hair at home, could easily have 
been bade in the mid-Seventies. 

The loss of Cad Wilson, 
from cancer at just 51 marks the 
end of a kind of summer. For 
36 years, the three Wilson 
brothers, with their cousin 
Mike Love and their fried A1 
Jar dine have toured the world 
carrying the sound of sunny 
skies and foaming surf with 
them. Even now people talk of 
the optimism of the Sixties; 
nothing expressed it better 
than the dose harmonies of 
“Good Vibrations” and 
“Wouldn’t It Be Nice" the 
songs on which Carl led. Few 
others could have got away 
with lyrics as apparently banal 
as: 

Patti Page, 

And summer days on old Cape 
Cod, 

Happy times, drinking wine 
On my garage ... 

... reality is not for me. 

And it makes me sad. 

Fantasy worlds and Disney Girls 
Are coming back... 

Yet even if you didn’t know 
where Cape Cod was, the band 
conjured up an image of a 
place in which endless summer 
was possible; a golden gentle 


summer, in which there was 
nothing to worry about except 
the surf, the girWboys and the 
cars. Of course it wasn’t real 
but that is not the point of the 
artist, or of the visionary - it is 
to point us to a better world. 
The Beach Boys had their dark 
side, with alchoholism, Dennis 
Wilson’s death in - of all tiring, 
a swimming aeddent - and 
Brian Wilson’s deep depression. 
But even this they turned to 
new possibilites when they be- 
came the first of the superbands 
to plead the cause of the envi- 
ronment in .their album Surfs 
Up. 

7b people who did not live 
through this period, it might 
seem sentimental to lavish this 
kind of praise on a bunch of 
Californian surfers. But their 
sound was pervasive and imi- 
tated by others; it became, for 
awhfle the language of pop mu- 
sic The point is that though 
they were not seen as a “polit- 
ical” band in the sense that even 
the Beatles were, ihej gave a 
generation a sense of opti- 
mism and the feeling that a L 1- 
ter world was there for the 
taking. That seems to me a mar- 
vellous legacy. And set against 
the crude, vulgar gesture poli- 
tics we saw at the Brits, <1 feels 
as though the summer's near- 
ty over. Today’s popular culture, 
all hard-edged cynicism, points 
to a cold-hearted future. 


Get out of the way That woman boxer’s really mad - she’s got.PMT 



GLENDA 
COOPER 
lame excuses 

OF OUR TIME 


There are onfy 685 days to the 
Millennium. We are in the last days of 
the 20th century, which has seen more 
advances than any other age, 
particularly in the area of gender 
equality. But in case women fall victim 
to complacency, remember the British 
Board of Boxing Control. 

In an ongoing industrial tribunal 
hearing to determine whether Jane 
Couch, the British -boTn welterweight 
champion known as the Fleetwood 
Assassin, has suffered sex 
discrimination, the BBBC came up 
with a peculiarly novel explanation for 
denying her a licence to fight in her 
own country: PMX 

Advisers called by the BBBC made 
clear to the tribunal in Ooydon, south 
London, that women and pugilism just 
don’t go together because the poor 
dears’ menstrual cycle gets them all silty 
and upset. If they boxed while 
premenstrual -for goodness sake - they 
might hurt themselves. As opposed to 
any other time of the month? 

A letter from the board read out at 
the tribunal made dear this was true: 
“Unfortunately many women suffer 
from PMT when they are more prone 
to acc ident s, they are more emotional 
and more labile (unstable), which ^ 

makes them more prone to injury." 

One realty has to conclude that this 
men’s enclave, the BBBC, doesn’t 
know too much about women. As far 
as I can see, premenstrual women 
would make for better boxers than 
women on an even keel who might 
realise how stupid this qx>rt is. 


Naked aggression, the desire to hit 
anything that gets in your way, the 
singletninded conviction that life is unfair 
and everyone is going to pay sounds like a 
recipe for success in the booting world to me. 
You don’t like the way your opponent’s 
looking at your hair? Wham! Your partner is 
a low-down dog with the social niceties of a 
caveman? Bam! You don’t realty know 
what’s bothering you but the world’s a 
terrible place and it all seems to be going 
. wrong for you? Kapowl The referee is 
bolding up your hand and you have won the 
match. It’s all so simple. Instead of studying 
the form ardent gamblers would be making 
28-day calculations and promoters would be 
furiously arguing about the dates of matches. 

Still as Dinah Rose, the lawyer 
representing Jane Couch, pointed out, this is 
not the first time that men have come up with 
unusual excuses to justify why women 
shouldn’t do things. “It is like when they told 
• women that they couldn’t run marathons 
because their wombs would fall out,” she 
said. Another finding that has been seized 
upon by men is that women's brains shrink 
during pregnancy. Dr Anita Holdcroft hit the 
headlines a year ago as the scientist who’ had 
proved what the man in the pub already knew 
- pregnant women realty were a few cans 
short of a six-pack. Dr HoldcrofFs paper said 
the brains of pregnant women appeared to 
shrink during late pregnancy, which offered 
an explanation for cognitive problems some 
women complain of before and after giving 
birth. The newspapers rejoiced. “Health 
warning: having a batty can shrink your 
brain” one headlined screamed “Just as we 
thought. Pregnant women do lose their 
minds” proclaimed another. Curiously, a 


study says that age shrinks men’s brains faster 
than women’s. However that study, which 
proves that advancing age does indeed make 
men smaller-minded, has not been widety 
followed up. Maybe the memory Joss had 
already set in ... 

Other things women have been banned 
from doing over the years indude voting - 
women were bound to be pacifists and the 
Empire needed manly and macho 
governments. Raying football was also 
frowned on - breasts would get in the way. 
And as for becoming a nightclub bouncer - 
well Jackie Winn in Bristol was told she 
should think about being a barmaid instead. 

Onty two years ago in a parliamentary 
debate on equal opportunities Hansard 
records that Sir Anthony Grant said, “I am 
wholly and absoiutety in' favour of equal 
opportunities. Women often do a much 
better job than men, except in rugby, but in 
virtually everything else they do an extremely 
good job ... I hope I do not live to see the 
day when the English ladies' 15 beats the 
English or Scottish men’s 15.” Don't we all? 

Tb be honest anyone who decides to box 
needs their head examined. But if the BBBC 
is going to suggest that women become 
emotionally unstable and vulnerable during 
periods then FU buy it. Just don’t expect me 
to go near a cooker. I might hurt myself on 
the nasty hot hob. Or indeed damage myself 
with a sharp fruit knife due to my increased 
chance of being prone to injury. Maybe m 
just stay away from the weekly shop at the 
supermarket in case I become emotionally 
unstable with the till girl, m stay on the sofa, 
watch television and let men do dangerous 
things like looking after childreiL PMT? m 
have it all month thank you very winrh 
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Dominique de Menil 


DOMINIQUE and Jean de 
Menil were a young couple 
with a growing family when 
they moved to Houston in 1941. 
They had spent much of the ear- 
ly war years apart, Jean in Ro- 
mania, sabotaging ra3 deliveries 
to Nazi forces, Dominique with 
the children at the family home 
in the South of France. 

Jean de Menil had come to 
Houston to establish Schltim* 
berger (his wife’s family firm) 
as an overseas company, inde- 
pendent of Vichy France. Over 
the next few decades, they were 
to amass one of the great pri- 
vate art collections in the world 
- some 15,000 pieces spanning 
4,000 years. Meanwhile, they 
had become equally interested 
in the ecumenical movement 
and the cause of human rights 
around the world. 

Dominique was the daugh- 
ter of Conrad SdhJumberger, the 
French inventor who, with the 
financial backing of his father 
and in partnership with his bro- 
ther Marcel, had spent more 
than 20 years perfecting the elec- 
tronic logging device that would 
transform oil exploration around 
the world, and gradually build 
the enormous family fortune. 

The Schiumbergers had no 
interest in art. They were sci- 
entists and inventors. Do- 
minique was brought up in 
P&ris and took graduate and 
postgraduate degrees in math- 
ematics and physics at the Sor- 
bonne. She met her husband, 
Baron Jean de Menil. a banker, 
at a part)' in Versailles; he joined 
Schlum berger a few years after 
their marriage in 1931. 

In New York in the early 
1940s, the de Menils met the 
Dominican father Marie- Alain 
Couturier, who had brought 
the art of Matisse, Leger and 
Rouault into chapels in France. 
He became their guide and 
mentor. On one occasion they 
paid $2,000 for a Cgzanne 
watercolour and Dominique's 
mother was appalled “Father, 
they will have to eat crumbs at 
this rate." “Better to eat crumbs 
than to live without art,” was 
Couturier’s reply. 

The de Menils became insa- 
tiable. They borrowed money to 
buy art and they campaigned to 
bring art into the lives of oth- 
ers. They had found in Hous- 
ton a small Museum of Fine 


Arts with an excellent collection. 
As board members, building 
the collections and the profes- 
sional staff, they urged that ex- 
hibits be advertised on city 
buses and billboards. 

In 1951, as volunteers, they 
curated a Van Gogh retrospec- 
tive in the new Contemporary 
Art Museum, set up by young 
enthusiasts (it had cost $5,000 
to build). The two young ama- 
teur curators travelled by train 
to bring bade treasured paint- 
ings on loan. They included the 
famous Portrait of Dr Cachet 
(which, in the 1980s, fetched 
many millions at auction). The 
de Menils gave Max Erast his 
first exhibition outside a com- 
mercial gallery. They built a 
large collection of the works of 
Erast and Renfi Magritte. With 
naturalisation in 1962, Jean 
became John. 

In 1954, they established 
the non-profit Mend Founda- 
tion to foster knowledge and un- 
derstanding in art, architecture 
and philosophy. Approached by 
the new Catholic University of 
St Thomas, they commissioned 
Philip Johnsou to design the 
master plan, for the campus, and 
went on to found an outstand- 
ing art department. They 
brought in Jermayne McAgy as 
its chairman. 

The university gained a rep- 
utation for the artistry of its ex- 
hibitions. When McAgy died 
suddenly in 1964, Dominique de 
Menil took over. She became 
known for the imagina tive and 
dramatic installation of her ex- 
hibitions - for example “Rhyme 
and Reason”, paintings from the 
Menil Collection in 1986 at 
the Grand Palais in Paris. 

In 1969 the de Menils found- 
ed the Institute of the Arts at 



De Menil: insatiable 


Rice University, Houston, ex- 
panded Rice's ait department, 
and created a media centre, 
drawing in distinguished film di- 
rectors like Roberto Rossellini 
to teach. Beginning modestly in 
1960 they launched what be- 
. came a major study of “Image 
of the Blade in Western Ait", It 
resulted in a massive interna- 
tional archive and a four-volume 
publication by the Menil Foun- 
dation and Harvard University. 

Devout Catholics, the de 
Menils founded the octagonal 
Rothko. Chapel in Houston to 
be an ecumenical chapel open 
to all. It opened in 1971. It was 
dedicated to meditation and 
peace, and fodeconued with 14 
large dark panels by the abstract 
artist Mark Rothko. There Do- 
minique de Menil called to- 
gether leaders of worid religions 
for week-long colloquia. The 
Dalai Lama came. In 1978 and 
again in 1994 the Whirling 
Dervishes performed their 
graceful, haunting rites. Typi- 
cally, in 1979 Dominique de 
Menil went to TUrkey to visit 
them in their homes. 

She became evermore vivid- 
ly aware in her wide travels of 
atrocities across the world, and 
of the courage of those who 
countered them; in response she 
established the biannual Roth- 
ko Chapel Awards of $10,000 to 
each of five recipients for their 
commitmeot to truth and free- 
dom. She also founded the Os- 
car Romero Award of $20,000, 
named after the El Salvador 
bishop assassinated at the altar 
in 1980. In 1986, with President 
Jimmy Carter, she established 
the Carter-Menil Human Rights 
Prize of $100,000. awarded in 
Houston or Atlanta on alternate 
yean. Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
gave the keynote address in 
1986 and Nelson Mandela spoke 
at the presentation in 1994 
when he was given a special 
£100,000 prize. In 1984 a Carter- 
Menil award went to the Insti- 
tute of Applied Science in Oslo 
for its efforts to bring peace 
between Israel and the PLO. 

With John de MeniTs death 
in 1973, Dominique de Menil 
began alone the task of build- 
ing a pinseinn to house theft still 
growing coDectian. Sbe chose as 
architect Renzo Piano, who 
with Richard Rogers had de- 
signed the Centre Georges 


Pompidou in ftnis, and said she 
wanted it to look small on the 
outride and big on the inside. 
It does. It opened in 1986 and 
has received consistent critical 
acclaim for its simplicity. Built 
with contributions from other 
Houston foundations including 
the Brown, Cullen and Hobby 
Foundations, the Menil Coflec- 
tion is open free to the public 
from Wednesday to Sunday. 

Later the de Menils com- 
missioned Piano to design a gall- 
ery for theft art works by Cy 
Twombly. Twombly then added 
his own collection to the gallery's. 

The Menil Collection is in 
the heart of what has become 
known as MeniLand, a neigh- 
bourhood of 3.2 acres of land 
given over to 1920s and 1930s 
one-storey bungalows, which 
they bought in the 1960s and 
painted grey with white trim. 
Some bungalows are used for 
office space. The rest are rent- 
ed, some to long-time residents, 
some to those who want to be 
apart of the art world. The Me- 
nil Collection stands comfortably 

amid them at oue end the 
Rothko Chapel at the other. 

Dominique de Menil’s last 
building project was the Byzan- 
tine Fresco Chapel. Originally 
painted in a small chapel on 
Cyprus, these exquisite frescoes 
had been hacked into portable 
hunks by vandals who later 
sold them. The Menil Founda- 
tion rescued them ^n d Hart them 
restored on behalf of the Greek 
Orthodox Church. They are 
now sheltered in a small ex- 
quisite chapel designed by the de 
Menils' son Francois. 

Over the decades, as theft 
private collection became well 
known throughout tbe art world, 
the de Menils were courted by 
the major museums of Europe 
and America, anxious as to 
where their collection might end 
up. But, Dominique de Menil 
reasoned they had made their 
lives and theft fortune in Hous- 
ton - tbe centre of the oil in- 
dustry. Therefore, the treasures 
must remain in Houston. 

Marguerite Johnston 


Dommkpje Schlumberger, arts pa- 
tron and philanthropist: bom Paris 
23 March 1908; married 1931 
Baron Jean de Menil (died 1973; 
two sons, three daughters); died 
Houston, Texas 31 December 1997. 



The 'Nashville sound*: Bradley, right, with fod. lang, with whom he collaborated on Shadowfand (1988) 


Owen Bradley 


THAT Nashville is the univer- 
sally acknowledged centre of the 
country music industry is large- 
ly the legacy of one man: Owen 
Bradley. A former bandleader 
and sometime session pianist, he 
went on to become one of the 
architects of the famed “Nash- 
ville sound" and was responsi- 
ble for developing the city’s 16th 
Avenue South, an area now 
known as “Music Row”, into the 
hub of the industry. 

A native Tennessean, Brad- 
ley began his musical career in 
several 1930s dance bands, in- 
cluding that of Tfed Weems, of 
“Out of the Night” feme. He de- 
veloped his skills as a band- 
leader and arranger and by 
1940 was music director for the 
Nashville radio station WSM, 
home of -foe Grand Ole Opry. 
Hjs work gave hftn a unique re- 
lationship with the show's stars 
and when the Decca Records 
executive Paul Cohen was look- 
ing for a right-hand man in 
Nashville, he chose Bradley. 

With Cohen based in New 
York, it was left to Bradley to 
adopt a hands-on role and he 
rapidly made Decca a major 


player in post-war country mu- 
sic Among tbe acts be produced 
were Red Foley, Kitty Wells, 
Ernest Tubb, Webb Pierce, 
Brenda Lee. the Woburn Broth- 
ers. Loretta Lynn and, for three 
1956 sessions. Buddy Holly. 

Although Bradley worked 
with rock ’n' rollers like Holly 
and Gene Vincent, he was 
among those wary of the detri- 
mental impact of the new mu- 
se on the country market Their 
response was the so-called 
“Nashville sound”, a slick, ac- 
cessible and phenomenally 
popular approach to country. 

Bradley's arranging experi- 
ence proved useful although 
he was as guilty of periodic 
heavy-handedness as were the 
sound’s two other principal ar- 
chitects: RCAs guitarist- turned- 
producer Chet Atkins and Don 
Law of Columbia. At its worst 
the Nashville sound was soupy 
and emetic, but at its best it could 
be stunning; reaching its apoth- 
eosis in tbe work of Patsy Oine 
- particularly TFall to Pieces”, 
“Crazy” (both 1961), “She’s 
Got You” (1962) and -Sweet 
Dreams” (1963) -whom Bradley 


had produced since her earliest 
days with Four-Star Records. 

Through Bradley’s advoca- 
cy of Decca's “Ruth” series 
(known as the 14000 tine), acts 
like Thbb, Foley and Jimmie 
Davis in the early 1950s made 
gospel recordings at a tftne 
when such projects were rare. 

Bradley’s first studio bad 
been in rooms rented from the 
Teamsters trade union. An un- 
expected rent rise, however, 
led him to develop an alterna- 
tive site on 16th Avenue which 
included tbe Quonset Hut 
studio. This action ruled out 
Decca’s mooted move of its 
operation to Dallas and thus se- 
cured for NashviDe its future sta- 
tus as Musk: Cfty, USA The Hut 
was later sold to Columbia but, 
by that stage, Bradley and his 
session guitarist brother Harold 
had developed their Bradley 
Bara studio complex 20 miles to 
the east at Mount Juliet. The 
Barn became a noted centre of 
production and Loretta Lynn, 
Conway Twitty, Jack Greene, 
Marty Robbins and Jerry Wal- 
lace were among those who 
recorded there under Bradleys 


Owen BrodJey, mustdan, producer 
and record company executive: 
bom Westmoreland, Tennessee 21 
October 1915; married 1935 Mary 
Katherine Frankljn (one son, 
one daughter); died Nashville, 
Tennessee 7 January 1998. 




direction. It burnt down in Oc- 
tober 1980, but was later rebuilt. 

Having been promoted to 
A & R director in 1958 and vice- 
president in 1968, Bradley’s ca- 
reer with Decca/MCA lasted 
into the 1970s, after which he 

worked on a freelance basis. Lat- 
er projects included a two-album 
setwitb Kitty Weils for Step One 
Records in 1989 and kd. lang’s 
acclaimed Shadowiand (1988). 
Bradley also worked as music di- 
rector on the Hollywood 
movies. Coal Miner's Daughter 
(1980) and Sweet Dreams 
(1985), biopics of, respectively, 
Loretta Lynn and Palsy Cline. 

A quiet and modest man, in 
1974 Owen Bradley rightly re- jj? 
ceived Country Music’s highest 
honour, election to its Hall of 
Fame. His son, Jerry, is also a 
record producer. 

Paul Wadey 


John Pinkerton 


LAST month a 400-page book. 
LEO: the incredible story of the 
world’s first business computer , 
was published in New York The 
book celebrates Leo, a com- 
puter built by tbe British cater- 
ing company of J. Lyons, and the 
most romantic of all the pioneer 
mfp pntinp marhig t»s_ John Pink- 
erton was chief engineer of Leo, 
and his career tracked the rise 
and turbulent progress of the 
British computer industry. 

Pinkerton was educated at 
King Edward VI School Bath, 
and Clifton College, Bristol In 
1937 he entered Trinity College, 
Cambridge, where he read Nat- 
ural Sciences, graduating in 
1940. His war years were spent 
on radar research. At the end 
of the war he returned to Cam- 


bridge, as a research student in 
the Cavendish Laboratoiy. 

In the immediate post-war 
years computers were in the air, 
especially at Cambridge Uni- 
yeisty , where foe director of the 
mathematical laboratoiy, Mau- 
rice Wilkes, was at the very fore- 
front of development, building 
a computer known as the Ed- 
sac. Pinkerton - who knew 
Wilkes from wartime radar re- 
search - took pot much more 
than a passing interest in com- 
puters untfl be learnt of Lyons’ 
computer developments. 

The catering firm of J. Lyons 
was a national institution, famed 
for its high-street teashops and 
bakery goods. In the business 
world it was also famed for its 
streamlined offices, which em- 


ployed many hundreds of ac- 
counts clerks to deal with the 
sales of millions of cups of tea 
and countless cakes each day. 

Lyons’ interest in computers 
dated from 1947, when two of 
its senior office managers made 
an American tour to see what 
was new in the office world. 
They came back convinced that 
the way of tbe future would be 
computers, and set out to buy 
one. However, it would be five 
or more years before machines 
became commercially available, 
so they decided to build theft 
own. Contact was established 
with Wilkes at Cambridge, who 
agreed to let Lyons make a copy 
of the Edsac computer. Lyons 
also needed a chief engineer to 
build foe machine, and Wilkes 


pointed Pinkerton in their di- 
rection; he never looked back. 

A natural engineer, Pinker- 
ton’s philosophy was not to 
change anything in foe Edsac’s 
design which he did not fully un- 
derstand; be later remarked, 
“Since we didn’t understand 
very well why it was designed, we 
didn't make very many changes 
at all” In fact, Pinkerton made 
several key innovations, the 
most important of wbkfo was re- 
liability. Th: 6,000-valve Leo was 
to function at the heart of an op- 
erational business and had to be 
available day in. day out, with no 
significant breakdowns. The 
techniques Pinkerton devel- 
oped, such as the “marginal test- 
ing” of components foal were 
about to fail, was classic engi- 


neering work that became 
standard industry practice. 

Leo became operational in 
early 1951, and gradually took 
over more and more of Lyons' 
office routine. By 1954, it was 
used to capacity, and it was de- 
cided to build a second machine. 
Word of Leo had spread wide 
in tbe business community and 
several other firms, such as the 
Ford Motor Company, had ex- 
pressed interest in having a 
machine too. So, in 1955 Lyons 
decided to go into the comput- 
er business and created a sub- 
sidiary, Leo Computers Ltd. 
Pinkerton became technical di- 
rector of the new firm, and over- 
saw the development of Leo’s 
successors, Leo II and Leo I1L 

By foe early 1960s, with foe 


onset of American competi- 
tion and the need to develop 
transistorised computers, the 
costs of staying in the comput- 
er business bad begun to soar. 
Lyons made the sad but inevit- 
able decision to quit while tbe go- 
ing was good, and sold out to 
English Electric. Pinkerton was 
appointed head of research in 
English Electric Computers, but 
more reorganisation lay ahead 
In 'foe mid-1960s, Harold 
Wilson’s Labour government 
was determined to rescue Brit- 
ish industry in general and foe 
computer industry in particular. 
Bullied by foe Ministry of Tech- 
nology, English Electric Com- 
puters merged with the other 
major British player to form a 
“national champion” computer 


firm, I CL, in 1968. The next 20 
years were times of great volatil- 
ity for as ils senior managers 
constantly did battle to keep the 
company competitive against 
IBM and the American giants. 
For foe remainder of his career 
until be retired in 1984, Pinker- 
ton’s principal role was as a 
product strategist, advising on 
how ICLs computers should an- 
ticipate and evolve with the ever 
more rapid shifts in technology. 

After his retirement, Pinker- 
ton was an independent con- 
sultant until his sudden death. 
He was editor of a series of 
professional computer books, 
and was editor of ICLs re- 
spected research journal. He 
was a liveryman of the Guild 
of Information Technologists, 



Pinkerton: a natural 


and worked hard for its 
apprenticeship scheme. 

Martin Campbell-Kelty 

John Maurice McOean Pinkerton, 
computer engineer bom London 2 
August 1919; married 1948 Helen 
McCorkindak (one son, one dough- 
let); died London 22 December 1997. 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

YUDKIN: Cicely (Cis), died peaceful- 
ly at home on 13 February. Crema- 
tion at Golden Green Crematorium, 
Hoop Lane, on Monday 16 February, 
3.30pm. No Bowers please. Donations 
to Macmillan Can cer Relief. IS 
Britten Street, SW3 3TZ- 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

H ORDER: Mervyn. Mozart's Requiem. 
Saturday 14 March, 2pm, St Aaeus- 
tme's, Kuburn Puk Road, Maida vble. 


Announcements tor Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS (Births, 
Adaptions, Marrfagca, Deaths, Mamo- 
rU)«ary>oes,VVet hSngaww ve ,a a»>e^ln 
Mcmorum) should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor, Tbe Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square, Canary Whar( 
London EH SDL, telephoned to W7I- 
293 2012 (2*4wur answering machine 
0171-293 2011) or faxed to W7T-2KJ 2010, 
and ere ch arged at £L50 a Rm (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette annowKe- 
ments must be submitted *n writing (or 
taxed) and am charged at £10 a line, 
VAT extra. Please Include a daytime 
tefaphono number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Prface Edwftri atreods die opening of the 
new Real Hauls Qntft at the Bristol and 
Bath Tennis C3ob, Clifton. BtfaoL 

Changing of foe Guard 

TODAY* Tbs Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regjmeoi mounts the Queen's life 
Guard a Lb«e Guards, llnm: No 7 Cold- 
stream Gtards mounts the Queen's Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 1130am, bund 
provided by the Coldstream Guards. TO- 
MORROW: The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the Queen’s 
Life Guard a I Hone Guards, 10am. 


Birthdays • 

TODAY: Prince Hans Adam H of 
Liechtenstein. 53; The Right Rev 
Michael BalL former Bishop of 
Thiro, 66: Tbe Right Rev Peter Ball, 
former Bishop of Gloucester, 66; Mr 
John But rerfiD MP, 57; Sir John 
Q ark, former Chairman and Chief 
Executive, foe Ptessey Co, 72; Pro- 
fessor Evelyn Ebswoith, Vice- 
Chancellor, Durham University, 65; 
Sir Arnold Ellon, consultant surgeon, 
78; Sir Jack HIbbert, former direc- 
tor, Central Statistical Office, 66; Sir 
Derrick Holden-Brown, former 
Chairman, Allied-Lyons, 75; Mr 
Kevin Keegan, footballer, 47; Mr 
Christopher Lfllicrap, actor and mu- 
sician, 49; Mr John MacGregor MP, 
61; Miss Manuefa Maleeva, tennis 
player, 31; Miss Lois MaxweO, actress. 
71; Countess Motmtbatten of Burma, 
74; Lord Newby, 45; The Hon Han- 
ning Philipps, former Lord lieu- 
tenant of Dyfed, 94; Mr Michael 
Rudman. theatre director and pro- 
ducer, 59: Dr Sir Albert Skranon, 
former Vice-Chancellor, Essex Uni- 
versity. 77; Sir Jocelyn Stevens, 
Chairman, English Heritage, 66; 
Lord Wilson of TMyom. chairman. 
Scottish Hydro-Electric, 63; Mis 
Margaret Wright, former Chief Com- 
missioner. the Guide Association, 5cL 
TOMORROW: Mr John Adams, 
composer, 51; Mr Clive Aslet, Edi- 
tor, Country Life, 43; Sir Nicholas 
Bayne, former High Commissioner 
to Gmada, 6 1; Sir Harold Beefey, for- 
mer ambassador, 89; Sir WiDiam 
Bentley. Chairman, Society of fu- 
sion Consultants, 71; Miss Claire 
Bloom, actress, 67; Mr Dan Cromp- 
ton, former Chief Constable, Not- 
tinghamshire, 57; Mm Chloe Davis, 
form er Chairman, Consumer Af- 

faire Group of National Organisa- 
tions, 89; Sir Maurice Drake, former 
High Court Judge, 75; Mr Frank 
Dunlop, former Director, Edinburgh 

festival 71; Mr Paul Ferris, author 


and journalist. 69; Mr John Green- 
way MP. 52; Mr Gerald Harper, ac- 
tor, 69; Miss Diana Jones, jodoey, 48; 
Professor Andrew Miller, Principal 
and Vice-Chancellor, Stirling Uni- 
versity. 62; Mr Charles Needham, for- 
mer chairman. Coalite, 74; Sir 
Richard O'Brien, former Ch ai r man, 
Manpower Services Commission, 
78; Sir William Reid, former Om- 
budsman, 67; Miss Jane Seymour, ac- 
tress , 47: Miss Clare Short MP, 
Secretary of State for International 
Development, 52; Mr Peter Squire, 
former Headmaster, Bedford Mod- 
em School. 61; Sir Adrian Swire, hon- 
orary president, John Swire & Sons 
Ltd, 66; Sir Alan Ward, a Lord 
Justice of Appeal 60. 

Anniversaries 
TODAY: Births Thomas Robert 
Maithus. economist, 1766. Deaths: 
Sir Pelham Granville (P.G.) Wode- 
bouse, 1975. On this day: tbe Aya- 
tollah Khomeini pronounced a deaih 
sentence on the author Salman 
Rushdie, 1989. Today is St Valen- 
tine's Day and tbe Feast Day of St 
Abraham of Canbae, St Adolf of Qs- 
nabruck, St Antoninus of Sorrento, 
St Auxeatius. St Conran, Saints Cyril 
ami Methodius, St John Baptist of the 

Conception and St Maro. TO- 
MORROW: Births: Jeremy Ben- 
thntn philosopher and writer. 1748. 
Deaths: Herbert Henry, Bad of Or- 
ford and Asquith, statesman, 1928. 
On this day: Britain changed over 
to decimal currency, 1971. Tomor- 
row is the Feast Day of St Agape of 
Tcrni, St Sigfrid of St Tinea or 

Ihno and St Walfrid or Galfdd. 


John Allenby 

A Service of Thantegivmg for the life 
of John AHenby CBE will take place 
on Thursday 12 March at 12 noon at 
the Church of All Saints, CrondaU. 

Famhara, Surrey. All are welcome. 


FA ITH & RE ASON 

Lifelong fidelity: the source of this madness is in God 


Is St Valentine's Day a saint’s 
day or just a pagan hangover, 
an ancient festival of 
courtship? asks Margaret 
Atkins. Is there a distinctively 
Christian ideal of love? 

Jt may all be a great mistake: it may be 
foe wrong St Valentine. When foe 
poet Chaucer told of foe birds choos- 
ing their mates on St Vfelenfioe’s Day, 
he described not mid-February, but 
May. 

And for the new and blissful summer's sake 
Upon the branches full of blossoms soft. 

In ihcir delight they turned themselves full ofu 
And rang, “Ob blessed be St Valentine, 

For on this day I choose you to be mine!" 

Chaucer, it appears, knew of a differ- 
ent St Valentine, whose feast was in ear- 
ly May. Could it be that the spring frolics 
of his poems were later attached, in 
error, to the other St Valentine's Day, 
in February? 

That would make sense. What could 
be more natural than to celebrate 
courtship in May. when scented blos- 
soms hang from foe bough, when the 
hedgerows echo with birdsong, when 


h a? my evenings beckon Icrvers into foe 
countryside? May. in most of Europe, 
looks like nature's own festival of fer- 
tility. Surely it is no coincidence that the 
pagan Ramans commemorated Flora, 
the goddess of flowers, at this time. The 
roots of St Valentine’s Day could be 
older than Christianity itself. 

Historians tell us to be wary when 
we look for an unbroken link between 
modern and ancient festivities. The 
more history we discover, the more we 
learn how festivals are born and die, 
adapt and alter, to fit local needs and 
changing times. The point is important; 
but still . . . Surely here, if anywhere, 
in foe fusion of human love with the 
first thrill of summer, we might be al- 
lowed to detect an ancient impulse 
quickening our modern veins. 

Has Christianity, then, made any dif- 
ference? Is foe celebration of courtship 
simply a pagan thing, or is there a dis- 
tinctively Christian ideal of love? We 
might look to fidelity: "for richer for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love 
and to cherish, till death us do part”, 
as the marriage vows put it. But there 
is nothing exclusively Christian here. 
Think of Penelope, who spent 20 
loyal years awaiting the return of her 
husband, Odysseus, from the Trojan 
War, warding off foe advances of 


her many suitors. And even today 
many a starry-eyed Vhlentine dre ams , 
however naively, of lifelong love. 

Is there not a kind of insanity in this? 

It ft ah very well to declare everlasting 
love on a summer’s evening; but, in foe 
face of countless broken marriages and 
shattered dreams, how can anyone, in 
cold blood, dare such a thing? Ro- 
manticism is all very weH; but it seems 
to have little to do with reality. 

And yet - perhaps there ft realism 
also in foe romantic’s dream. It is be- 
coming ever dearer that divorce inflicts 
lasting damage on spouses, on children 
and on sodety at large, despite the 
honourable struggles of so many par- 
ents to soften the blow. The dream, in 
so far as it can be lived, protects us aft, 
in concrete and ordinary ways. 

“It ft onfy Christian men I guard even 
heathen things," G.K. Chesterton once 
wrote. Chesterton always valued those 
good things which are shared by all hu- 
man beings, of any faith or of none, 
foingssudt as courage and laughter and 
poetry. These, he argued, although not 
specifically Christian, are most se- 
curely sustained within the framework 
of faith. 

There is indeed a kind of madness 
about lifelong fidelity. But Christians, 
like Jews, find the source of this mad- 


ismet, wi 

•Ban’s low for his adulterous 
Paul compared marriage to tin 
Christ for his Church. Here, 
is foe key to bow Christianit 
‘'guard heathen things". For 
love was above all a love foal 
by forgiveness. In the bruised ^ 
our everyday relationships, -c 
giveness can heal; only forgjvei 
restore and sustain fidelity. T!u 
the tidy, clinical mode] o 
monogamy - a clean break \ 
wife, then marry the mistress 
foe Christian way. Divine fbrg 
by contrast, is thoroughly enta 
the messy reality of ordinary 1 
As for February's St Valen 
are sure of only one thing- rh« 

a martyr. Today’s feast bekmgsi 
who was faithful to Christ ev 
death, ftrhaps, after allhe i 
propriate patron for lovers. In . 
cherish our youthful dreams, i 
foe loyalty of a martyr no less I 
laughter of May. It is as well th 
as the saying goes, writes straii 
crooked lines. Out of our confo 
toms, the Church can rescue a fi 
tnakes sense. And out of our br 
tempts at faithful loving, a Gc 
forgiveness can bring healing ai 
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^niall fry start to challenge the blue chips 


market report 



DEREK PAIN 


Thne are signs, siig ^ 

!f? nd and liners ere 
shaking off thcir inferiori 

complex and narrowing thu 
Wu P e=Wps. h “ Wi ' h 

. If* when Footsie 
tended to dflly and dally the 
supporting midcap and snall- 
cap indices have achieved 
new peaks. 

They were in form yester- 
day as Footsie managed a 
29.8 points gain r> 5,5823, 
nearly 50 below the high hit 
last week. 

One of the most astonish- 
ing aspects of the current bull 
ran is the way blue chips have 
outperformed their smaller ri- 
vals. They opened a yawning 
gap which the smaller &y is uq- 
likely to close in the foresee- 
able future. 

Overseas investors are un- 
willing to venture beyond the 
Footsie constituents and even 
domestic institutions much 
prefer to concentrate on blue 
chips because of the difficul- 
ties they often experience in 


trading in the shares of small- 
er companies. 

Incbcape, the internation- 
al trading group which was 
devastated first by the 
strength of the yen and then 
the Asian crisis, led the mid- 
cap advance. 

The shares rose lOp to 
ltilp in moderate trading. 
They have, of course, a long 
way to go before they recap- 
ture their earlier glory. Last 
year they topped 300p and in 
Inchcape's halcyon days were 
riding above 600p. 

Coats Viyella, the strug- 
gling textile group, was an- 
other to stage a modest 
recovery. The shares man- 
aged to struggle off their low 
point, climbing 4p to 86«5p. 
CV has opted for a demerg- 
er. It intends to split itself into 
two stand alone companies. 
Viyella and Jaeger together 
with the home-furnishing 
business will be bundled to- 
gether as one group; the in- 
dustrial threads and zips 
operation and small engi- 


it. 


neering side would represent 
the other package. 

The dismal share price 
stems from its poor trading 
performance. The group took 
the gloss off the demerger an- 
nouncement by producing a 
profit warning. 

In 1996 it achieved £94.4m; 
around £40m is expected for 
last year and a dividend cut is 
on the cards. 

Financial shares were back 
in favour, largely due to the 
storming Lloyds TSB profits 
performance. Lloyds gained 
38p to 837p after touching 
890p. Barclays and Woolwich, 
both reporting next week, im- 
proved 30p to I, 8 £ 6 p and 
5-5p to 369p respectively. 

Schrodens rose 75p to 
2,000 and Legal & General, 
the insurance group, ltip to 
70 lp. 

SEA MultiMedia suffered 
the day's biggest fall, sliding 
40 per cem to 7 2>p. An agency 
cross of 900,000 shares at 
2 Jp did the damage. It seems 
a buyer could not be found at 


higher price. An Israeli com- 
pany SEA came to the mar- 
ket at around 70p in 1996. 

Microvitec, a technology 
group, fell almost as much as 
SEA. The shares slumped 5p 
to 7.75p after the group said 
it would have to sell its displays 
division because it was “ex- 
periencing financial difficul- 
ties". The sale could pull in up 


Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 



to £3m. Two years ago the 
shares topped 70p. 

Merrydown, the rider and 
English wine company, was 
another in a distressed stale. 
After it was known the take 
over talks with unidentified 
parties had fallen through the 
shares lost 7p to 47 .5p. 

Still, Tadpole Technology 
continued its remarkable 
progress, hitting 3425p, up 

7.75p, Since the stockbroker 
Colin Blackbourn acquired 
3.1 per cent at around 10 p a 
share there has been a surge 
of speculative buying with 
many T-25 deals arranged. 
Tadpole, heavily loss-making, 
is rumoured to have a big 
contract up its corporate 
sleeve. It will have to be a re- 
markable deal to justify the 
present price. Three years 
ago the shares topped 400p. 

Futures Integrated Tele- 
phony jumped 18p to 95 -5p af- 
ter disclosing it had received 
a bid approach. Amin He- 
mani, who runs the Reading- 
based Westcoast computer 


group, recently Pidted up 3J 

percent and then a 427 per 

rent interest, said to be hos- 
tile to Mr Hcmaai. was built 
through a nominee company- 
ISA Internation® 1 P ut ® n 
15pto llOp after buyinga^- 

tionery wholesaler for£to, 
shares are being issued for toe 

deal at 137p. 

Alphameric, the IT group, 
fefl Sp to 38p. It produced a 
profit warning which prov- 
ed forecasts of around £ 2 m to 
be lowered to no more than 

break even for the year ending 

next month* Butterfield Secu- 
rities, the stockbroker, expect 
profits of£1.5m next year. 

A telephone conference 
between hard pressed Bio- 
compatibles International 
and leading investors and an- 
alysts failed to produce much 
enthusiasm and the shares 
fell 3-5p to 149-5p. They were 
l,420p last year. 

Dares Estates improved 4p 
to 20.5 as a 6.2 million share 
overhang was placed with 
three institutions at 19p. 


taking stock 


equipment group, added ibpm 
^JiasstoddirolarGreigMid- 

described the companj as 

-one to watch”. The analyst 
David Wakmson sees profits 

raffaod aircraft dwttkalcoii- 

u taken over Chan- 


connecto rbasiness forf2.1mm 

cash and shares. GM say U*A 
tas &e mnsde to make farther 

ac qu isitions. 

Thtal Systems, the IT group 

which has climbed from 30p 

rioce the Spring 
hack of hopes of an MMT Com- 
puting bid fell 145p to 117^p. 
Reason: MMT has sharply re- 

dneed its sharehokfing and now 

has only X 6 per cent. 

BNB Resources, a recruitment 


to 180p this week The shares 
still look cheap in relation to 
other reenritment specialists. 
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Lioyds TSB set for 
acquisitions as bank 
reveals record profits 


By Andrew Yates 


Lloyds TSB, already one of the 
biggest banking groups in the 
world, yesterday said it was 
looking for more multi-billion 
pound acquisitions to add to its 
growing empire. 

Jis shares leapt more than 4 
per cent to 873p as the group 
announced a 30 per cent rise in 
its dividend and record profits 
of £3 .Ibn in 1997, a rise of more 
than a quarter from the previ- 
ous year. 

However the bank faces a 
threat of strike action from 
BJFU. the finance union which 
represent three quarters of its 
staff, over impending mass job 
cuts and a new' wage structure. 

BIFU. the finance union, 
predicted that 10.00) jobs would 
be lost and more than 650 
branches would close as Lloyds 
integrates its banking network 
with TSB. The union also be- 
lieves that the bank's new wage 
deal will leave a fifth of the 
bank's stall without a pay rise 
this year. 

Lloyds TSB has closed 153 
bank branches last year with the 
loss of 3.300 staff. Overall the 
company cut 4.426 jobs during 
1097. The bank is determined to 
continue its huge cost cutting 
program to fight off the threat 
of growing competition from 
anybody from supermarket 
chains to Richard Branson's 
Virgin group who have set up 
their own low cost banking op- 
erations. 

Lloyds TSB indicated it had 
billions at its disposal to launch 
a major acquisition. Sir Brian Pit- 
man, the group's chairman said: 


“We are rapidly b uilding up ex- 
cess capital which we would pre- 
fer to use to make an 
acquisition. We are genera ting 
more than £1 bn m surplus funds. 
There are lots of opportunities 
coming up over the next few 
years.” 

Lloyds TSB indicated that 
any purchase was likely to be 
w ithin the UK finan cia l services 
sector. Chief executive Pete r ED- 
wood said: “We have already 
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looked at a number of compa- 
nies, including a number of in- 
surance companies.’' 

The bank said yesterday that 
is was unlikely to launch a share 
buy back or give money back to 
shareholders until it has ex- 
hausted its acquisition possibil- 
ities. That is likely to be at least 
18 months away. 

Mr Ellwood admitted that 
the entrance of the supermar- 
kets into the banking market was 
a real threat “I use the exam- 
ple ofpctroL Within a few years 
the supermarket gained a 25 per 
cent share of the petrol market 
At the moment are lending fig- 


ures have gone up. However in 
the fang term, banking margins 
will come under pressure. That 
it why we have to remain com- 
petitive and cut costs.” 

lire group has already cut 
costs by £220m since tying up its 
£15bn merger with TSB. It plans 
to slash at least another £1 80m 
of costs over the next two years 
by integrating the two branch 
networks. The merger has been 
sanctioned by the House of 
Lords, but is still being consid- 
ered by the House of Commons, 
a process likely to take several 
months. However the bill is un- 
derstood to face opposition 
from several Tory MP's, in- 
dueling Alan Clark. A TSB Hill 
Samuel action group has been 
formed amid concerns that TSB 
will have to surrender a £lbn 
pension surplus to Lloyds. 

If the cost cutting is allowed 
to proceed it would lead to a 
swathe of high street closures 
around the country amongst 
the groups 2,600 branch net- 
work. The group is also consid- 
ering rebranding all its sites 
with the Ucyds-TSB name. 

Lloyds TSB kicked off the 
banking results season in style, 
with its retail banking profits ris- 
ing 16 per cent to £83 2m and 
mortgage earnings up a third to 
£69. 3m. However the growth in 
the number of people taking out 
mortgages at the bank has 
slowed in recent months. Mr Ell- 
wood admitted that intense 
price competition from building 
societies who have decided to re- 
tain their mutual status and 
give customers cheaper deals has 
contributed to sales falling away. 

Outlook, page 25 
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Argos chief vows 
to fend off £1 .6bn 
GUS hostile bid 


By Nigel Cope 

Gty Corespondent 


The new acting chief executive 
of .Argos came out fighting 
yesterday, promising to mount 
a strong defence against the 
£1.6bn hostile bid from Great 
Universal Stores, whose offer 
document is expected on 
Monday. 

Stuart Rose, who was only 
appointed earlier this week, said 
he was confident that Argos 
could confound its critics and 
escape GUS's clutches. “TTiis is 
not a done deal at all. We have 
the makings here of a very 
strong fight. I'm up for it and 
I hope wc will enjoy ourselves 
in the process. This business wOl 
not be sold on the cheap.” 

His comments came as Argos 
shares drifted 14p lower to 61 lp 
compared to the GUS offer 
price of 570p. The fall was at- 
tributed to fading hopes of a 
white knight intervention and 
comments from analysts that 
GUS may not have to raise its bid 
by much to clinch victory. GUS 
shares closed 2p higher at 750p. 

GUS's offer document is 
expected to underline the views 
of Lord Wolfsan, the company’s 
chairman, that Argos is facing 
increased competition, 
increased demands for im- 
proved service and that GUS 
can help .Argos achieve its 
home shopping and ambitions 
with far lower costs. 

Mr Rose denied that after 
less than a week in the business, 
he could hope to offer little 


more than a straightforward de- 
fence on the grounds of price 
and the possible return of funds 
to shareholders, “f have bad 
enough time to get around the 
business and am very encour- 
aged by what I've seen. This 
business has had just one dif- 
ficult year. It is not about to col- 
lapse around our ears." 

He admitted that the Argos 
management may have taken its 
eye off the ball in recent 
months. “There is a danger that 
when a business has been as 
successful as this one has that 
your eyes are sometimes not as 
open as they should be.” 

He said the company would 
continue with its plans to start 
a home shopping trial later 
this year. It is also possible that 
the company will consider 
developing a database on the 
shopping habits of its 14 million 
customers. “I have an open 
mind on it" he said. 

Although Bob Stewart, Ar- 
gos’ finance director, last week 
questioned whether a database 
would be of much use to Argos, 
Mr Rose is thought to be in- 
terested in the possible uses of 
customer information for cross- 
seliipgof other products and the 
more efficient targeting of mar- 
keting material. “It would be 
timely to review our attitude to 
databases.” he said. 

GUS's offer document is 
likely to focus on the key points 
made in its original offer an- 
nouncement and underline the 
weakness in the Argos share 
price. 


GEC and Fiat win £500m Virgin tilting train order 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

GEC-Afethom and Fiat have won 
Britain’s largest ever train order, 
a£500m con tract to supply Virgin 
with high-speed tilting trains for 
the West Coast Mainline. 

The company beat off 
Siemens of Germany and Ad- 
tranz, the joint venture between 
ABB of Sweden and Daimler 
Benz, to claim the order. The 55 
trains, each seven carriages long 
will travel at 140rapb oa the Wst 
Coast service. 

The first trains should be in 
service by 2001. The joint bid 


made by GEC and Rat would 
guarantee up to, 3,500 johs at 
GEC-Alsthom's plants at Birm- 
ingham and Preston. 

About 70per cent of the work 
would come to the UK with bo- 
gies. tilting mechanisms and body 
shells sourced from Italy and the 
remainder of the work, including 
final assembly, carried out in 
Britain. 

The winning bid is based on 
Fat's successful Pendolino tilting 
train, which has been in service 
in Italy for several years. Hames 
Sherwood’s Great North Eastern 
Railways has also ordered two 
ftmdolinos. 


When the£2-lbn upgrade of 
the Wst Coast is finished in 2005, 
the trains will reduce the jour- 
ney time from London to Birm- 
ingham to one hour while 
Manchester will be reached in 
two hours. 

It is understood that other 
competitors could not meet the 
demanding production sched- 
ule. “Wbat you had is the start 
date slipping ever closer to the de- 
livery date," said one rival. 

Siemens revealed last month 
that Virgin had insisted cm oner- 
ous penalty clauses for late de- 
livery amounting to some 30 per 
cent of the cost of the order. 


Virgin has another large train 
order outstanding. The £250m 
train order for its Crosscountry 
franchise is being contested by 
Adtranz, Bombardier and CAF 
of Spain. Sources dose to the deal 
say t/wt the order is likely to re- 
sult in a diesel tilting train fleet 
and that Adtranz and Bom- 
bardier are the “clear front- 
runners". 

If Richard Branson, the chair- 
man of Virgin, commits his com- 
pany to the Crosscountry order 
- for 75 train sets - it would make 
him the "tilting train tycoon of 
Europe". 

Managers at Virgin have 


been attracted by the huge time 
savings tilting trains would pro- 
vide. Calculations suggest the 
twists and turns of many of 
Crosscountry’s routes would see 
significant journey time reduc- 
tions. 

For example, the trip from 
Birmingham to Bristol, which, can 
take more than one-and-a-haif 
hours, could be cut by 30 
minutes. 

Tilting trains are expensive. 
Refurbishing Crosscountry 
trains would reduce the cost to 
about £1 SOra and is understood 
to be among options submitted 
by the bidders. 


kmpg 

and Ernst 
call off 
merger 


By Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Pmst & Young and KPMG 
dramatically called off their 
SlSbn (£1 1.25bn) accountancy 

mega-merger yestetdiO’btemWg 

■increasing difficulties with 
the regulatory authorities. In a 
joint statement issued lateyes- 
ter day afternoon, the two firms 
said the regulatory issues, to- 
other with the costs and re- 
sources required to merge the 
cultures of the two firms, 
“•would have made the pro- 
posed merger impracticable.” 

The break-down of the dis- 
cussions casts doubt on the 
other proposed accountancy 
merger between Price Water- 
house and Coopers & LybrancL 
However, the two sides said last 
nigh t thar they were still press- 
ing ahead and were in talks with 
the regulators. 

KPMG and Erast & Young, 
whose merger would haw cre- 
ated the world’s largest profes- 
sional service firm, said the 
regulatory process in US, Eu- 
rope and other major markets 
would have taken too long, 
proved too disruptive and in- 
curred considerable costs. It 
would also have created po- 
tential disruption to client ser- 
vice, they said. 

Both sides attempted to 
put a brave face on the collapse 
of their plans which were an- 
nounced last October. Colin 
Sbarman, KPMG’s interna- 
tional chairman said that whilst 
he was “disappointed” he had 
no doubt that KPMG would 
emerge as “a stronger and 
more cohesive business.” Nick 
Land, Ernst & Young’s senior 
partner said Ernst & Young 
looked forward to continued 
growth both in the UK and in- 
ternationally." 

Accountancy insiders ex- 
pressed no surprise at the col- 
lapse of the merger. Many had 
seen the proposed nuptials as 
little more than spoiling tactics 
designed to de-rail the PW- 
Coopers deal which had been 
announced just three weeks 
before E&Y made its approach 
to KPMG. 

A spokesman for Deloitte & 
Touche said: “Deloitte louche 
Tomatsu has been opposed to 
consolidation among the Big 
Six because it is not in the in- 
terests of the profession and 
more importantly, because our 
clients have told us they are 
against it* 


Merrydown shares slump 
as takeover talks fail 


By Andrew Yates 


Shares in Merrydown crashed 
7p to an aJJ-time low of 47Jlp 
after the troubled Sussex-based 
cider maker announced that 
potential takeover talks had 
come to nothing. Several rivals 
are understood to have run a 
slide rule over the group but 
decided against a bid. or were 
□or willing to offer a high 
enough price for the group. 

Merrydown is now looking 
to raise more money from fi- 
nancial backers or through an 
equity issue. However the 
group, which is struggling 
under a debts of £75m, denied 
it needed extra cash urgently to 
ensure its survival. 

Andy Nash, Merrydown ’s 
new chairman, said: “W? are re- 
stricted in what we can do with 


our present finances to devel- 
op the business. Wc are in dis- 
cussions with several parties 
about raising extra money." 

The group plans to use the 
alia money to put behind its two 
main brands Merrydown cider 
and Schloer, the fruit favoured 
soft drink. “Not enough money 
has been put behind our brands 
in the past and we want to in- 
crease our marketing and sales 
effort," said Mr Nadi. 

The group is also likely to 
implement more cost cuts. It re- 
cently reduced its workforce by 
more than JO per cent. How- 
ever, analysis raised concerns 
about the group’s future. “The 
fact that the group was unable 
to attract a bidder says it all,” 
said one City observer. 

Merrydown, which produces 
Two Dogs lemonade, has suf- 


fered from a slump in the al- 
copops market which forced it 
to give up the distribution of the 
drinks to Scottish & Newcastle. 

Merry down’s shares have 
fallen from a high of 298p in 
1 993 and the group is now val- 
ued at just £5m. Even ac- 
counting for bid speculation the 
shares have underperformed 
the market by almost 60 per 
cent over the past 12 months. 

Merrydown 's problems cul- 
minated in Richard Purdey 
stepping down as the group's 
chairman after three decades 
with the group. Mcnydown's 
failure to find a bidder is the lat- 
est setback for the troubled 
cider sector. Profits have also 
plummeted at Matthew Clark, 
which makes Diamond White 
and Dry Blackthorn, as it con- 
tinues to lose market share. 


Tesco beats rival with Norweb 
deal to plug into the gas market 


By Chris God sm ark 

Business Correspondent 


Tesco laid down the gauntlet to 
British Gas yesterday by be- 
coming the first big supermar- 
ket Chain to offer disaxmted gas 
supplies to its L0 million cus- 
tomers who take part in the 
Clubcard discount scheme. 

The UK’s largest super- 
market group has signed a 
deal with Energi the domestic 
fuel brand launched last year 
by Norweb, United Utilities* 
electricity arm. Tfesco Club- 
card customers who register for 
the scheme before 1 May will re- 
ceived 1000 bonus points, worth 
£10, if they sign up to switch 
from British Gas to EnergL 

Mike Brindle, marketing 
director for Energi, said the 
scheme would also apply to 


electricity customers when the 
domestic market finally opens 
to competition from the Au- 
tumn, The roll-out of domestic 
gas competition, which began 

in 1996, wOl be completed by 23 

May under a controversial 
accelerated timetable from Of- 
gas, the industry watchdog. 

Energj said Clubcard cus- 
tomers would get savings of up 

to 20 per cent on their gas bills, 

worth around £60 off an aver- 
age £300 household bffl. Details 
of the deal were confidential, 
although Norweb is funding 
customers’ extra Clubcard 
points earned for every extra 
pound of their bills. 

Several independent gas 
suppliers are thought to have 
courted Tesco and the other su- 
permarkets to use their loyal- 
ty card databases. Tesco last 


year looked closely at forming 
its own gas business, but is be- 
lieved to have lost interest af- 
ter adverse publicity about 
dubious doorstep sales tactics 
from other gas suppliers. 

Tesco will send out the first 
Energi offers later this month 
to Clubcard holders, though 
under data protection rales 
they have to get in touch with 
the supplier directly to sign up. 

Its choice of Norweb as its 
partner surprised industry ex- 
perts yesterday, because Norweb 
has been slower Hwn Scottish- 
Power or Eastern Group to 
nmve into the gas maiket How- 
ever, Norweb said more than 
120,000 of its existing electric- 
ity customers had signed up to 
take gas supplies when the 
market opens to competition cm 
27 February. 





TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada {$) 

Cyprus {pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
Finland (markka) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (draehmei) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


2.3437 

2026 

59.51 

239SS 
0.8429 
11-05 
8.8179 
9.6719 
2.89+4 
457.26 
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Lloyds TSB may be too good a story to last 

* B nub nmr it 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON THE 
COMING 
CRASH IN 
BANK SHARES 
AND WHY 
tT PAYS FOR 
CAZENOVE TO 
BE LOW PROFILE 


Uoyds 738 un ^ er that old 
Sir Brian Pitman, just gets better and 
belief. Long before it was fashionable lo he 
W. SurBnan was a shareholder value obses- 
sive, for ever focusing on cost lo income ra- 

rapital Md ** management 
^sterns. While other dearers hared into the 
moregamouroia world of investment bank- 
jPj-* 1 destroying hundreds of millions of pounds 
of shareholder value in the process. Sir Bri- 
an stuck io his knitting - the boring old world 
of financial services. The two cultures would 
never mix, he insisted and the one would just 
detract from the other. He was right. 

Now all bankers, realising the error of their 
ways, sing broadly from the same hymn 
sheet But still Sir Brian manages to whip the 
socks off them. Last year he delivered an as- 
tonishing 87 per cent return lo shareholders, 
firing account of share price appreciation and 
dividends. For what was already one of 
Britain’s largest companies, that’s going iL Ex- 
ecutives generally like lb flatter themselves 
when they announce figures, but it's hard to 
quarrel with or pick holes in those released 
by Lloyds yesterday. They are stunningly good. 
Ttaere is no other way to describe them. 

There must be some clouds on the hori- 
zon, so what could they be? With plenty of cost 
cutting still to come from the merger with TSB, 
prospects for Lloyds are still as good as any. 
If there are clouds, they are of a more gen- 
eral nature. In declining order I would list them 
thus. Fust, one of the factore driving the bank- 


ing sector ever higher is the supposed further 
scope for consolidation. Personalty 1 regard 
this as pic in the sky. 

There is virtually no chance of regulators 
agreeing, at least in the foreseeable future, to 
further significant consolidation in UK high 
street banking. Unlike many Continental 
countries, with their plethora of regional banks, 
Britain is not erverbanked. Actually, we have 
too few banks, their market shares are already 
high enough and their profits are at lcvds which 
already invite the description of excess. 

Second, new low cost competition is build- 
ing up as never before. Plainly that hasn't af- 
fected the market leaders unduly so far, but 
however they attempt to defend their position, 
it seems certain that banking margins will short- 
ly be under severe pressuru from new entrants. 

The third cloud is a more intangible one. 
There is a general belief in the stock market 
that banks have kicked the old boom to bust 
cycle, that they have learned bow to manage 
their lending in a manner which should pre- 
vent the full calamity of bad debt provision- 
ing that has marked business downturns in the 
pasL 

There are plenty of good reasons for be- 
lieving this may be true. Better management 
is one, but if governments genuinely are bet- 
ter at macro economic policy, then the peaks 
and troughs in the business cycle may be get- 
ting less severe anyway. Even so, it's going to 
lake a long time to convince many of us that 
bad bank lending realty is a thing of the pasL 


There's been too much recent experience of 
it to think that. 

For ail these reasons, the bull market in 
hank shares cannot be expected to last. Don't 
ask me to predict when it might end, howev- 
er. As always, that's in the lap of the gods. 


Cazenove, the City's oldest remaining in- 
dependent stock broking partnership, has be- 
cnma snlfw profile in recent years that it would 
be easy Lo believe it might have disappeared 
altogether. In terms of publicity and vying for 
the public eye, it is so now far off the radar 

screen as to be virtuaDy non existenL So whafs 

happened to Cazenove, arguably still, despite 
hs lads, of visibility, the most famous name in 
the City? 

Al the time of Big Bang more than a decade 

ago, Cazenove deliberately went against Che 
City herd, which was either merging like lop- 
sy in an ultimately fruitless attempt to mim- 
ic Wtil Street's integrated investment banks. 
Or selling up to Johnnie foreigner and retir- 
ing to the country with the labradors. 

Instead, Cazenove opted to soldier on as 
before. Everyone said the partnership would 
inevitably wiLher and die, that ihcre could be 

no place in the modern Gty for a firm of the 
old school like Cazenove, with its favour for 
a favour, socially networked style of operat- 
ing. 

An uncomfortable entanglement with the 
finan cial scandal of the decade, the Guinness 


, _ o; „ hl now it is involved in both sub- 

affair, only cornpoundeJ^^w^^ 

SSSSSgg: iSSS’”-* 

girSSSKK 

ttedientw grab the limelight should he want ty a ^morale broker, Cazenove has the cboic 

to do so, not the adviser or broker, is the g * issues. As a fta > d ’ 

•waasr a™*- ssasaasss® 
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vestment bank. 1 exaggerate, peu^ * md ^ plenty ot ptauoia m 

to i^m^aq>lainwhyatlhelsamum the corporale 

Cazenove stffl bad more corporate dents m to™.assuprem 

theUKlhanaayoiherseciirities hoiBe.nl- clie ? d rtii TOsdMU t the last rime we beard 

dueling the giants of SBC Wnburg, D^pche frnm Cazenove. Is it a good thing to be so low 
Morgan Grenfell, Goldman Sachs, ffl ^£ ntn uy to most popular thinking. 

L Jr n ^ ,ohethali, “ rtaMy 

where Cazenove fa not present in some shape to do any 


Indonesian plan to 
peg rupiah to the 
dollar ‘premature’ 


Plans by Indonesia to establish 
a currency board and peg the 
upiah Lo the dollar in an effort 
to bring stability to its troubled 
economy received a double 
blow yesterday after the 
International Fund and the US 
government said the move was 
premature. 

Michel Camdessus, the IMF 
managing director, said it was 
too soon for Indonesia to adopt 
a currency board. He said that 
he was of “the strong view" that 
the time for a pegged currency 
in Indonesia had not yet come, 
because “a number of precon- 
ditions need to be satisfied”. Mr 
Camdessus pointed to the need 
for adequate foreign exchange 
reserves and “more progress in 
the rehabilitation of the bank- 
ing system”. 

Speaking at the Bretton 
Woods Committee’s a nn ual 
meeting, be said that without 
the necessary preconditions, 
there was a chance the curren- 
cy’ board would fail, which would 

hurt the country’s prospects for 
an economic recovery. 

“The failure of a currency 
board would complete ty under- 


mine credibility and policy- 
making and seriously damage 
the country's growth prospects," 
Mr Camdessus said. 

Meanwhile. Lawrence Sum- 
mers, the US Deputy Treasury 
Secretary, backed the IMFs 
stance on a proposed currency 
board, saying there was no 
“quick fix” to the country's 
economic problems. 

Asked if Washington agreed 
with the IMF on the issue, Mr 
Summers told reporters, “I 
don’t have anything to add. 
The United States is part of the 
(IMF) executive board.” 

The remarks come as In- 
donesia's President Suharto ap- 
peared to be pressing ahead with 
the controversial system as fresh 
rioting was reported in three 
Java towns over rising prices. 

The argument sets the stage 
for a showdown with the IMF 
that economists warn could 
scuttle . the country's $40bn 
f£25bn) aid package. 

Even before the tough talk- 
ing, the rupiah bad fallen as 
much as 24 per cent yesterday 
era concern the opposition to the 
peg would scuttle the plan. The 


rupiah fell as low as 9,600 to the 
US dollar, traders said, from 
7300 yesterday. The fall 
dragged other south-east Asian 
currencies lower. 

The President last month 
signed a new agreement with the 
IMF to push forward with 
sweeping economic reforms in 
return for a $43bn bail-out 
package orchestrated by the 
fond. The currency rebounded 
after a key adviser on the cur- 
rency plan said Suharto agreed 
to go head with the proposal in 
a meeting today. The rupiah 
traded recently at 8,200. 

Separately, Indonesia's cen- 
tral bank governor called on 
developed countries to do more 
to help Indonesia, or take the 
risk of the country’s problems 
spreading beyond Asia. 

Tbe call for help comes amid 
more reports of riots targeting 
Chinese shop owners as In- 
donesians scramble to find food 
and basic sanitary provisions. 
Indonesia is confronted with 
rampant inflation, surging 
unemployment and an economy 
that is expected to contract for 
the first time in almost 30 years. 


Who win be in EMU? The financial markets' view 


The closer ether eonntrtas get to u» dashed baseJhn (Germany) 
the more Uksty they are to lota EMU. 

Longterm 

interest rates 


Percentage 
points 
+1.4 


UK- 



Franca 
Germany >■ 


Nov 


Dec 


Jan 


Feb 


-04 


TOWARDS EMU: It dw line moves towards the German base line It means 
Investors no longer require such a high premium for toidng that countrys bonds 
compared to German ones, because they are confident the currency won't 
devalue agalns the mark, fn other words, they think that country win be locked ffitn 
a single currency with Germany in 10 yews' dma. 

AWAY FROM EMU: However, B they itilnk the country won't be h EMU. that it wiB 
have higher Inflation, and that there Is a risk of a future devaluation against the 
mailt, then they wffl demand an odra premium for holding that country's bonds, so 
the line win move away from the lose. 


Opposition fails 
to shake City’s 
EMU prophecy 

By Clifford German 


When will EMU start? Hie City Analysts’ View. 

The independent ashed analysts tronc 

Ntkko Europe, Palm Webber. ABN Amro, JP Morgan, Deutsche Morgan Grenfel 
Salomon Brothers. Goldman Sachs. HSBC James Capel, UBS 
whs probatriBy they pteced on EMU starting an time. 


PrnbaHity B*U starts on finis: 

09% 

(89% last week) 

Probability EMU is debyed: 

8% 

(8% test week) 

Probabifty EMU raver happens: 

3% 

(3% last week) 


The upsurge of popular oppo- 
sition to European monetary 
union (EMU) in Germany this 
week, and the legal challenge 
being pressed in the constitu- 
tional court in Bonn have done 
nothing to shake the conviction 
in the Gty that EMU is past the 
point of no return. It will go 
ahead next January and almost 
certainly with Italy in the front 
rank as well. 

The strength of the opposi- 
tion was highlighted by a letter 
to the Financial Tunes from 155 
German economists calling for 
EMU to be delayed “for a cou- 
ple of years”. Meanwhile, the 
constitutional court has agreed 
to indicate before the end of 
February whether it will hear 
the legal challenge to replacing 
the mark with the euro. Even 
if it accepts the responsibility, 
it is unlikely to give a ruling be- 
fore the crucial reports from tire 
European Monetary Institute 
on 25 March and the reports of 
the Bundesbank and other cen- 
tral banks which will follow. The 
reports of the Dutch central bank 

and the Bundesbank represent 
the last real possibility of delay- 
ing EMU, and Italy fa the only 
candidate which central banks 
could recommend be excluded. 


Plessey sale adds £!37m to GEC war chest 


By Michael Harrison 


yesterday further strength- 
jts war chest by complet- 
e disposal of its unwanted 
idustrial businesses, with 
Je of GEC Plessey Semi- 
ictors to Mitel Corporation 
nada for £137m. 
le deal lifts GEC’s dis- 
proceeds to more than 
□ and increased specula- 


tion that it is preparing for a big 
acquisition, possibly of a US de- 
fence electronics business. 

GEC is set to raise a further 
£lbn from the flotation of a 26 
per cent stake in the power 
en gin eering and transport joint 
venture GEC AJsthom this 
June. It already has JEl.lbn of 
net cash even after paying out 
£3 00m earlier this year on a 
share buy-back. 


GPS had sales of£215m and 
pre-tax profits of £7 3m in the 
year to 31 March 1997 and 
employs about 2JX)0 staff at fac- 
tories in Swindon, Plymouth 
and London. 

In total GEC has now dis- 
posed of businesses with com- 
bined sales of £lbn since Lord 
Simpson took over as manag- 
ing director in September 1996. 

Analysts speculated that 


GEC could be eyeing up a 
strike for Litton Industries of 
the US, which is valued at 
$2.8bn, ITT Industries, which 
is worth $3.8bn, or possibly even 
TRW which is valued at $6.6bn. 
However. GEC is also consid- 
ering buying out Siemens’ 40 
per cent stake in the joint tele- 
coms venture GPT 

GEC’s shares ended up 3p 
at 3S4p. 


BT under fire over unfair pricing of mobile phone service 


By Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 


Telecom yesterday faced 
verse rulings from Don 

shank, the telecoms reg- 
over unfair pricing of 
t mobile services and 
in price lists. 


Last night Mr Cniicksbank 

feued the first ever order against 

Celine t, the UK’s second largest 
mobile network, which is 60 
per cent owned by BT It .fol- 
lowed complaints that Cellnet s 
wholesale tariff; offered to re- 
tailers gave bigger airtime ser- 
vice providers unfair discounts. 


Though Cellnet approached 
Oft el, the watchdog, with revised 
tariffs, Mr Cniicksbank said Lhe 
juiy was still out on the packages 
and ordered the network to 
“bring discrimination to a halt” 
In a separate ruling, BTs 
competitors were given the le- 
gal right to sue the company 


yesterday by OfteL in a dispute 
over price lists. Mr Cruick- 
shank yesterday issued a final 
order compelling BT to publish 
accurate and comprehensive 
lists of its retail and wholesale 
prices, after an investigation 
found “dear breaches” of BTs 
licence obligations. 


£2.5bn deal set to secure Airbus 
entry into Latin American market 


By Michael Harrison 


Airbus Industrie fa poised to 
land a $4bn (£23bn) order for 
100 aircraft from a group of 
Tarin American airlines, mark- 
ing a further inroad by the 
European planemaker into an 
area of the world traditionally 
dominated by its American 
rival Boeing. 

The order is the single 
biggest aircraft purchase placed 
in Latin America and the sec- 
ond largest order won by Air- 
bus. The three airlines involved 
are the Chilean carrier Lan- 
Chfle, and two airline holding 
companies, TACA of Central 
America and TAM of Brazil. 

The orders are expected to 
be signed next month. A Lan- 
Cfctfle spokeswoman confirmed 
yesterday that it had signed a let- 


ter of intent with Airbus. The 
deal covers 100 single-aisle 
short-haul jets from the Airbus 
A320 family due for delivery 
from 2000 onwards. In addition 
the airlines are expected to take 
options on a further 100 aircraft 

Boeing dominates the South 
American aviation scene with a 
market share estimated at more 
than 80 per cent. So the Airbus 
order, thought to have been 
won with the promise of sub- 
stantial discounts, will come as a 
blow to the Seattle-based group. 
Last year Airbus secured a $5bn 
order from USAirways for 124 
aircraft and this month won a 
$2.6bn order from Iberia of 
Spain, its biggest European deal. 

Airbus won a record 460 firm 
orders worth $29.6bn last year, 
breaking the previous all-time 
high of 421 firm sales in 1989. 


Barclaycard cuts interest 
rate on unpaid balances 

Bardaycard, the UK’s first credit card, 

spend £300 in a month will have the rate of interest charged 
on unpaid balances reduced from 1.65 per cent a month to 
L51 5 per cent in the following month, equivalent to cutting 
•> oe r cent a year off the standard annual percentage rate of 
22.9 per cent. If they spend £500 the interest goes down to 
1375 per cent the following month, a 4 per cent reduction 
in the APR- The controversial £10 a year annual fee will also 
be waived for all customers who spend £5,000 a year on their 
Bardaycards, or £8,000 a year-on a Goldcard. 

Arculus takes over at IPC 

David Arculus, who announced his resignation from Unit- 
ed News & Media on Thursday, yesterday confirmed that he 
is to take over as chairman of IPC, the magazine group which 
was bought out by its management last month. Mr Arculus, 
who was “delighted” to be taking on the part-time job. is ex- 
pected to follow the rest of the management by taking a stake 
in IPG Meanwhile, he is also believed to be preparing to take 
over as non-executive chairman of Severn Trent, the water 
company where he is already a non-executive director. 

Finelist bids for IPG 

Finelist, the acquisitive distribution group, yesterday an- 
nounced a 150p a share cash offer for Independent Parts, 
valuing the automotive parts distributor at £38.4m. The of- 
fer is a 32 per cent premium lo IPG's dosing price on Christ- 
mas Eve, the last day before it revealed that it was in talks 
with a potential buyer. The offer has been accepted ty ma- 
jor shareholders inducting Gartland Wh alley & Barker , the 
Aim-listed corporate developer, and IPG’s directors, giving 
Finelist acceptances representing 623 per cent of IPG’s sh are 
capital. 

Receivers in at On Demand 

On Demand Information, the company that produces and 
publishes electronic directories and which asked for its trad- 
ing in its shares to be suspended on 2 February, yesterday 
said it had called in the receivers. It said that, following con- 
sultation with the London Stock Exchange, it had been agreed 
that the company’s suspension of li s tin g should remain in force 
pending clarification of the company's financial position. . 

Grosvenor inns reshuffle 

Grosvenor Inns said yesterday it was on track lo more than 
double the size of its Slug & Lettuce chain to 50 outlets by 
the new m illennium. New sites include Canary Wharf in east 
London, Harrogate and York. The group is also renaming 
itself Slug & Lettuce after a wide-scale disposal programme 
which has seen it sell off most of its other assets. This pro- 
gramme led to a fall in pre-tax profits to £137,000 in the six 
months to 29 November against £l.Im a year ago. In a man- 
agement reshuffle, Gary Pettet is stepping up to chief exec- 
utive and Sheila McKenzie will take his place as managing 
director. Grosvenor has already identified another 70 new 
potential sites. 


COMPANY RESULTS 




Turnover £ 

Pre-tax £ 

EPS 

Dividend 

Bromasr l« (I) 

11.B5mri1.82m) 0.137m (1.10m) 

037p l539p) 
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3.16bn (2.51 bn) 
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WHO’S SUING 

WHO 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 



BCCI liquidators won lhe right yesterday to 

sue Ernst & Young for£l.lbn over the audit 
of the crashed bank just as Ernst & Young 
pulled out of merger talks with fdmm 
CTvuntancv giant KPMG, three Law Lords m 
the Court of Appeal unammousty over- 
turned an order made m January 1997 which 
struck out claims brought by the liquidators 
of BCCL Del oi tie & Touche. 

Mr Justice Laddie struck out the dams 
houoht on behalf of BCO <Overeeas),aGty- 
maTislands registered subsidiary . apn* 
Ernst & Whinncy, a firm which later became 
Ernst & Young- BCCI was dosed by regu- 
lators in 1991 

were disoovered,teaving the bank with debts 

liquidator, said 
vtsuntar ^arasiderthfajudgmemavery 

SSSoiy result for .the creditors of 
rcCL We thought that the original Order 
wasmistaken and we are pleased thalthe 
position taken by the liquidators has been 


Nick Land, senior partner at Ernst & 
Young, commented; “I am disappointed that 
the Court of Appeal have overturned Mr Jus- 
tice Laddie's original ruling, but the Court 
have not found that a duty of care was owed 
by Ernst & WlrinneytoBCCI (Overseas) and 
T am confident that this claim will fail when 
the facts arc fully examined at triaL” 

Mr Moras fa also suing Price Whterbouse, 
the auditors to other parts ofBCCL The claims 
against the twoacbountancy firms amount to 
more than £13bn. 

The liquidators are also suing the Bank 
of England in its role as co-regulator of 
BCCL They lost the first round in court, but 
intend to pursue an appeal in Mayor Jime. 
Mr Morris's lead counsel for the case will 
be Lord Ndn, a fomm master of AH Souls 
College Oxford, and chairman of the new 
committee on standards in public fife. 

Mr Morris is set to make a second pay- 
ment to BCCTs thousands of creditors this 
June.^ The liquidators have already paid out 
over Hbillkm to former customers, and the 


next payment could equal LbaLAfl told they 
have raised around £13bn. having incurred 
costs of over £13Qm in the process, much of 
that in legal fees. 

If s a busy time for insolvency practition- 
ers, despite the bouyant economic conditions 
in the UK Yesterday the courts appointed 
a third liquidator to Mr Morris’s team, be- 
cause he mid Steve Akers are so busy on oth- 
er cases. 

The Deloitte partner Ralph Priest fa the 
new man. One of his recent jobs was receiver 
to Wbst Heath, the old school of Diana, 
Princess of Whies, on behalf of the Charity 
Committee. Mr Priest put the school on the 
market yesterday, in Country Life magazine. 


rey, and Midbael Brown of Inverness Terrace, 
London. 

The writ lodged in the High Court last 
week says that “the Virgin name is one of the 
best known brand names in intematkmal buri- 
ness”. Use of the Virgin name by the escort 
agency would “infringe the plaintiffs regis- 
tered trademarks ...and the use of the sign 
would take unfair advantage of and would 
be detrimental to the dfatmetive character and 
repute of the plaintiff's Virgin mark”. 

The escort and dating agerxywas also guilty 
oT*pasang off" its services as those ofMr Bran- 


injunction to prevent an escort agency 

launched in London a year ago called “Vir- 

gjn Escorts” frcgptsqg the^ Virgin name.^ Vir- 
gin Escorts was registered as a company in 
High HoTbom, London, in February 1997 by 
Ifebert Brown ofKm^ton Upon Thames, Sur- 


tbat, prior to the issue of the writ, the defen- 
dants refused to undertake notto continue us- 
ing the name. The writ demands that the 
defendants stop using the Virgin name or ary- 


More Lloyd’s names are preparing to follow 
the 66 who launched legal action last week 
against Norwich Union Life Insurance, over 
guarantees the company sold to names in the 


1980s. The 66 who have served a writ on the 
Norwich, represented by solicitors Harkavys. 
belong to a 20Ostrong action group, and more 
of the group are now expected to go to law. 
The case centres around guarantees, linked 
to life assurance policies, that Norwich pro- 
vided to names for their use in the Lloyd's 
market, just asgiantosbestosdaims and “spi- 
ral re-insurance” were to push the market to 
the point of bankruptcy. 

No figures arc mentioned in the writ, but 
some sources speculate each name fa seek- 
ing to escape debts on average of around 
£100.000. The names are claiming that since 
Norwich had two subsidiaries involved in the 
Lloyd’s market, Norwich Winterthur Rein- 
surance and Stronghold Insurance, the re- 
spective heads of those businesses should haw 
known ah^tdBHE^piobfcinsin the Lloyd’s 
market. The executives named in the^ writ are 
Michael Falcon, chairman of both NU Life 
and Norwich Winterthur, and Allen Bridge- 
water, chief executive of NU Life and also a 
director of the two Lloyd's businesses. 
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^Tp^TwEEK - F 1 IRNISHED/UN FURNISHED 

CLEVELAND SQUA^. W2 2nd floor oA gdns across two impressive Victorian buildings. Huge 
A wood floo^dining room, kit, 2 beds, bathrooms, shower. 

£900°PER week - furnished/unfurnished 

OSTEN MEWS, SW7 F.moorers Gate. Reception, study, liaury 


We specialise in 
Residential Letting and 
Property Management 
With 5 offices throughout 
North London 


Wta Emporers Oatc. study, ta* 

kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom and *ower room. 

£650 PM 


Call your local branch 
for Free Valuation 
0171 354 4004 

Islington, Highbury, Stoke Newington 
0181 447 8989 
Southgate, Enfield 
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Richmond 

0181 940 6789 




HAMPSTEAD NW3: Panoramic I SPACE TO RENT ECt: One or two 
v I views. 2 bad flaL study, kKftfin. bedroom 780sq. ft loftsln 

!X-A ■: ... r m I BtyflBh nm rehirtj. Shared gar- 1 cmmHn. Conn a frvnw tndurtrta 
dan. 0171 431 2S37. £385pw no 




bad room 780aq. tt. lofts In 
Foundry Court a focmw Industrial 
bufldbig In EC1. From £300 per 
weak, urban spaces 0171 251 
4000. 

BIG 2 BED sunny flax Highbury 
Point, EZ7Spw. S. ChecMand 
01T1 834 1883 Of 0385 738 71*. 


Teddington 

0181-9439777 

Twickenham 

0181-7440505 

East Twickenham 
0181-8924488 
Residential Lettings 

I Richmond 

0181-940 0066 
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


NorfoBs/SuffoIk 


ENORMOUS! 

HIGH spec - FULLY FITTED 

loft apartments 

1.200 to 2,200 sq. feet 
£155,000 ■ £225,000 

TELEPHONE ALAN SELBY 3. PARTNERS'. ||| 

0171 613 3055 


ue no BUY EChi aoojPLtt. 
kmH i pf ^ on adMorwH™ 1 
MoataRding 

amt Leasehold £220.000. 
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Teddington 

0181-943 9955 
Commercial 
Richmond 

0181-9406789 
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Country Rentals 
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To advertise in 


Devon & Cornwall 


this section 


please call the 

[Property Team 
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Sm-nbed. 0171 488 »11 ! 
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UKMPPING JOYCE 


on 0171 293 
2343/2302. 


Mew spacious k>ft 

ctjugepniiioD area- * 

2 bath, bouse. Stytah, modem 
interior, charming exienat 
looBna onto picturesque 
vOlaee green. Double brigM 
toungc, 2od reoep. 00 gatay. 
Landscaped garden, 2 pa*“S 

***FBJ32HOLD £136508 
Orbane Space Ltd 

0171 2313131 


COUNTY HOMBEABCH CO pro- 

8«^“ “ and * 

yQUJ ndXi propflfty. Bfocnur® 

• CM 872 223349 


East Anglia 


SW10. Selection of 1 and 2 bed flats, spacious 

BaSnTo. Larger type studio with balcony. Heating 

Little Britain EC4. Brand new 1 bed in prestigious development 

EC1. Loft style 800sq. ft. flat, kit and bath, stripped 

Herbal Hill, EC1. Two bed, two bath apart in modem complex 
with gym, swimming pool. ***/* 

Barbican EC2. 2 bed flat lounge, kitchen, study, balcony. £375pw 
Compton Road, Nl. Excellent 2 bed gdn flat, super kit and bath, 
quarry tiled floors, use of garden. £395pw 

Herbal Hill, EC1. Super 2 bed, 2 bath flat, large lounge, fit 

kitchen. £ 400 pw 

Great Sutton Street, ECI. Newly refurbished 3 bed/2 bed 
maisonette, modem furnishings £430pw 

t -mi-rdale Tower, Barbican. Sparsley furnished 3/4 bed flat on 
Woor with dining area, fitted kitchen, 2 baths My 

famished. m °P w 


PERIOD NORFOLK THATCHED 
COTTAGE. kfcwJ tor co«t 

Broods & Norwich. Original faa- 

tures, 3 bedrooms, ofl wim 
hooting. Paridng, gwrian and 
separata office. £85,000. 01362 
837857. 


CaJBXOOK 

simnio 


WALDERSHAKE 
PARK ESTATE - 
15 MILES 
CANTERBURY 


imflpMitw cCdWipfifl Mill 
One viem aver parkland and 
the sunwn ding countrysUe. 
£95,000 

TYst- 01304 612197 


FBEE- AbboiiB 40 W M8W 
HoRMflnder Broehura- f Wb of 

Brass B5ia 

«E&pS£S3S£ 

01*48 740060 


0171 253 4414 


The Charterhouse, Charterhouse Square London EC1M 6AP 

E MAIL danielwatneyiSlfocBSnet.co.ak 
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Classified 
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on page 28. 
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Happiness is the 7.30 to town 


What is it about the city? 
As soon as people are in, 

they want to get out. 

By Fiona Brandhorst . 

?™a' Al “ 'Y hite 'eaves his home near 
5 1 W* every morning 

^ i ^ i >. t ^ hOUSe °PP osile S<te 

h mjmth wvfarhe has u> travel; London 

TVe alltnowsom eoae like Ales, indeed. 

we may ejen be Me Alex, or-Si of£ 
m^disiUusionetf Londoners who packs 
his bap and heads for the towns and vii- 
.5? that make up commuter land in search 
of decent schools, less aggressive driving 
Of- perhaps just a better life. 

^Derating to commute to his job in cen- 
frai London was the easy part for Geoff 
HurreU^lt was just a question of from 
where.^ius wife, Julie, expecting their 
third child, theywere rapidly outgrowing 
thetfmodern south London town house and 
knew that it was time to make their 
longed-for break for the country. 

Weekends were spent investigating the 
commuter trail from Essex through Hert- 
fordshire and Buckinghamshire and final- 
ly down to Kent TUnbridge Wells was the 
end of their line. Geoff, an IT specialist, 
puts it down to a “gut feeling”. They quick- 
ly realised they couldn’t afford TUnbridge 
Wells itself so they took a look at sur- 
rounding villages. 

They were dreaming of a period coun- 
try cottage with oak beams and a roaring 
fire; they bought a four-bedroom, de- 
tached house circa 1970, but it is still ‘'bril- 
liant” in their eyes: “spacious rooms and 
large garden". The village had to be pretty, 
have a good school and “a couple of pubs, 
a post office and a Chinese”. Pembuxy, now 
part of TUnhridge’s sprawl fitted the bOL “Ws 
haven’t looked back," says Julie who, a year 
after then move, feels well settled in a com- 
munity with a higb percentage of ex-Lon- 
doners. Geoff now drives to the station in 
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The jewel in the commuters’ crown: St Albans life, as experienced by John and Fiona Bennett, and daughter Rosalind Photograph: Keith Dobney 


an old banger “absorbed into the cost of the 
move" while Julie keeps the child-friendly 
estate car. “I'd take the bus to the station 
if it was more reliable,” says Geoff who aims 

for the 730am service to Charing Cross be- 
cause it’s always a new train “quiet and air 
conditioned” and hell get a seat. His 
monthly season ticket costs around £230. 

Geoff says be enjoys the 51 -minute jour- 
ney - he can read the paper, use his lap- 
top or just “switch off". So does commuter 
chat become a bind when you're used to 
ignoring your neighbour at the bus stop in 
London? Geoff says it's all about body lan- 
guage. “You soon get the message if some- 
one’s feeling unsociable." 


Having to drive home from the station 
in the evening means a couple of beers af- 
ter work is a distance memory, but Geoff 
can live with that. On a good day he aims 
to be borne around 730pm, just in time to 
catch Rebecca, five, and Alex, four, before 
they go to bed. Bui he misses one-year-old 
Emma who is so used to seeing him leave 
the house that until recently she thought 
he was called “bye, bye”. 

John Bennett's daughter, Rosalind, is 
only eight months old yet she can deter- 
mine which train he'll catch to London 
every morning. If she sleeps in he can still 
make it to the office for SJOam. John, a 
solicitor, lives with his wife, Fiona, in St 


Albans - the jewel in the commuter's crown, 
where you can catch a Thames link train, 
without checking the timetable, and around 
25 minutes later find yourself p ulling into 
London's Rirringdon Station. 

That and the good reputation of local 
schools have led to property prices rocketing 
in recent years. According to Frost's, a lo- 
cal estate agent, two/three bedroom “com- 
muzercoftages” in the conservation area of 
the town are priced between £110,000 and 
£179,950. And almost every person regis- 
tering with the agency has a London address. 
John and Fiona left London three years ago, 
choosing St Albans because of family ties. 
“It's hardly the rural idyll," says John, “but 


it has the feel of a big little town.” They 
didn’t want a drive to the station, so living 
in an out of town development was out of 
the question. John starts the day with a brisk 
15-minute walk to the -Station. Generally, 
the Thameslink service is good, albeit 
crowded, but when It’s bad, it’s really bad 
and John is aware of the lack of an alter- 
native route to work, something that living 
in London provided. His annual season tick- 
et costs £2336 and indudes tube travel in 
central London. In spite of its cost he has 
no regrets. “The 20-minute journey is just 
long enough to read a few chapters or catch 
up on some sleep.” 

Carrie Elderfield is definitely on the out- 


dde looking in- “Mentally Tin not a eom- 
side looking observing but I 

muler : SJthe- dub." The dub. ac- 

SAjtSZSSX 

Severe she feels at Some w.th iB 
Worting 

Crouch End it was just beginning to become 
JjS?£b'of the universe; a place that nev- 
er slept - 7 1 bated all that". . 

Eighteen months after her move, Car- 

riemnM Roger. 

doner and “hopeless townie . However, nes 

quickly become the star of the local pub 
Lz. Roger divides his time between com- 
Sg » the City by tram or Europcby 

plane &om Heathrow -only 40 mrnu^ on 

die motorway. “That’s an accidental bonus 

of living here,” says Came. 

Butfor some the daily commute final- 
ly takes its toll, Paul and Stella Bramweil 
moved to Lindfield (tile-hung bouse* 
dude pond and historic parish church), near 
Haywards Heath, in Sussex, from London 
seven years ago. “Stella worked p Gw- 
ley and I could get the tram straight into 
London,” says Paul, who enjoyed the 
peace and quiet of the countryside at week- . 
end* Bur after four year* Paul began to 
look at his fellow travellers and recognised 
a “lifer" feel about them. “I didn’t want to 
qualify for the gold watch after 25 years of 
commuting,” he say* 

The three-hour round , trip between 
Haywards Heath and London's Victoria 
made Paul, who works in' advertising, ques- 
tion his prioritie* especially when he and 
Stella had children. “I hardly saw Grace and 
Emily all week,” says Paul “It made is won- 
der why we’d bad children in the first place. 

When a job opportunity came up in Soli- 
hull in the Midlands last year, it was a 
rhanry to change their lifestyle once again. 
Now Paul, though still a commuter, has a 
20- minu te drive to work from their Broms- 
grove home and he’s usually home in Lime 
to see the Childr en before bed. “Both moves 
have been good for u*" adds Stella. “Lind- 
field was vejy relaxing. If it wasn’t for the 
commuting, we’d probably still be there. 


Sun, long days of 
golf and incredibly 


They can even charge rent on the cat 


1 '* . ■’ »’ I'-fi- V 


IF YOtlspetit rgfohbqs- 
two weeks in sunny Spain,, 
played endless rounds of 
golf in Portugal or sunk a 
few glasses of red wine in 
Italy while on holiday last 
year, you might well be 
thinkin g about buying a 
second home abroad now 
the weather is cold and 
grey. 

But are you aware of the 
financial liabilities of doing 
so? Bills have to be paid, as 
do local taxes, income tax 
and - if you are on a de- 
velopment - community 
charges to cover the upkeep 
of communal swimming 
pools, gardens, etc. 

Tony and Christine 
Collings bought a plot of 
land near Tbrrevieja on the 
Costa Blanca, Spain, last 
February for a three-bed- 
room chalet to be built- “I 
wasn't aware of how you 
bought a property in Spain” 
says Tony, “but Ultra Villa* 
which I bought the proper- 
ty through, explained ex- 
actly how it all works and 
they have been extremely 
helpful throughout. I also 
bought myself a book called 
You and the Law , which I 
read thoroughly so I un- 
derstand how their system 
works”. 

Tbny, who is casino man- 
ager for the Palm Beach 
Club in London, paid half 
in rash, half with a Spanish 

mortgage to put his mind at 

rest that everything was 
t above board- Like our 

bank* Spanish banks check 
oat the title of property and 

’ .land before they lend. 

. . It is quite easy to obtain 

an overseas mortgage in 
-Spain. This is very cheap at 
the moment, 435 per cent 
for the first year, rising to 
535 per cent after that. 

It cost the Collings £90 
• to have the water meter in- 
stalled and the same to 
connect the electricity- T 
t ransfe r money each month 

into a bank account there to 

cover the mortgage and 
anything else,” says Tbny- 
■ “Ttie water bill is taken 
straight out of your account 

- if you do not have the 

funds, they cut you off. I 

alsp pay toy Spanish solici- 
tor an annual retainer of 
:-£9Q and lie deals with all 
hjfk nr any help I might 
need.” 

- In aD, you pay around 11 


-pet ^bt^tpp;qf;thepTO- ; ; 

"‘Spann. Tbiscavere transfer 
tax, registration fee, solici- 
tor’s fee and notary’s fee. 
The local tax on a £50,000 
property is around £125 a 
year and a wealth tax, 
payable whether you make 
an income out of your prop- 
erty or not, is a little less. 

In Greece, you will pay 
around 11 to 12 per cent 
purchase costs; in Portugal 
costs are a bit lower - 
around 8 to 9 per cent and 
in France, you are looking 
at around 11 percent “One 
thing you must be aware of 
when buying in France in 
their inheritance tax," says 
Hevor Bennett, of Ben- 
netts solicitors, which deals 
with die purchase of prop- 
erties in all those co un- 
trie* “Before you buy the 
property, you must seek le- 
gal advice on this.” 

In Italy you also pay 
around 10 to 11 percent 
purchase cost* Rates are 
low - between £150 to £400 
a year. A rubbish tax is also 
due which ranges between 
£50 and £200. 

“Everything is perfectly 
straightforward, as long as 
you do not do it yourself.” 
says Linda Davella, of Casa 
Tfavella, who sells proper- 
ty in northern Italy. ‘tA new 
home might well have a 
mortgage on it, which al- 
though the notary or lawyer 

will pick up and have it can- 
celled, it is possible to be 
landed with mortgage pay- 
ments you know nothing 
about if you try to buy on 
your own”. A two-bedroom 
village property in Liguria 
costs around £38,000 and a 
large period apartment on 
Lake Como, from around 
£85,000. 

Things are more 
straightforward and much 
cheaper, if you buy your re- 
treat in Florida. Here 
charges will be not much 

more than 4 per cent, which 

includes title insurance. 
There is a 1 per cent annu- 
al property tax and com- 
munity charges depend on 
the type of development 

The International Prop- 
erty Show is on today and to- 
JamwatTheCumbeAmd 


SEVENTEEN years of short 
holidays have prompted Dave 
/Belt and Megan Jqqes to.takeC- 
drastic adiomGjvinguuptheir 
jobs. in caring piof^aons. - 
■iKjfs-a mental heailh rans^ : 
she's a dru^ researcher- they 
are about to let their home and. 
travel tiie world for six months 
with daughters Lily and Ruby. 

“We’ve thought about it for 
years and now is the time before 
Roby starts secondary school,” 
says Dave. The family have 
been saving hard for the trip but 
for that “rainy day when we 
come back” they are renting out 
their four -bedroom, Brixton 
terrace property through agents 
Barnard Marais. “We tried a 
couple until we found some who 
offered good service and the 
best deal. We’re renting to sin- 
gle sharers and are surprised by 
how much we can charge.” 

Dave and Megan wiQ receive 
£350 per week but must pay 16 
per cent commission to their 
agent* Could they avoid this 
penalty by letting their proper- 
ty independently? “Well be 
out of the country so we want 
the security of knowing some- 
one will visit regularly. We paid 
£80 for an extremely thorough 
inventoiy clerk who made a 
note of any rips in the curtain 
lining *” The clerk will take a fir 
nal inventoiy in August before 
their return and deduct damage 
from the deposit 

The family’s house was very 
much in demand. How did they 
choose their prospective ten- 
ants? “The agents checked ref- 
erences and financial status 
which helped. In the end we’ve 



Nice big earner: 
The Bells expect 
to get £350 a 
week rent on 
their home in 
south London 
Photograph:. 

Peter Macdiarmid 


gone for a group of trainee so- 
Ikfcois as they can’t afford to put 
a foot wrong. 1 imagine it will 
be like This Life - there may be 
a few relationship problems 
but no wild parties,” says Dave, 
a self-professed “trusting per- 
son”, who is leaving most of 
their furniture but is locking 
away personal possessions in the 
loft on the agent’s advice. 

Dave has decorated and re- 


moved all Spice Girls posters, 
but negotiations are ongoing 
' over the fate of Billy the cat. A 
friend has agreed to cat-sit but 
the tenants want Billy to stay. 
“It seems a bit much paying for 
the pleasure of looking after our 
cat," says Dave. 

There are other options for 
renting out your borne, partic- 
ularly if you prefer a longer- 
term arrangement. Many local 


authorities and housing associ- 
ations have private rental 
schemes which find landlords 
for people on their waiting list* 

Woking Borough Council 
introduced a scheme 18 months 
ago and is about to advertise for 
more properties. Its role is 
mainly introductory and tenants, 
often homeless families, pay 
rent directly to the landlord. 

The council sets a bond of 


£500 against which a landlord 
can claim for damage, although 
this is rare according to Jan 
Chapman, who runs the 
scheme. Who is the typical 
landlord? “They vary; from 
people whoVe inherited and 
don’t know whether to sell or 
they may have moved in with a 
new partner leaving their own 
home empty," says Jan. “Some 
have bought for investment" 

Woking won’t accept steep, 
rents but it does agree an in- 
ventory, make follow up visits to 
check all is well and negotiate 
between landlord and tenant It 
frequently fipds replacements if 
tenants leave prematurely, as 
public bousing is scarce and 
waiting lists are long. 

Some authorities and asso- 
ciations extend the scheme by 
giving deposits to landlords 
and repairing the property if it 
gets damaged. 

Steve TWyman owns a two- 
bedroom, Sixties-built terrace 
home on the Isle of Grain, 
which he bought in the mid- 
1980* “Td film to sell,” says 
Steve, now living fa Forest HID, 
London, “but I’m in negative 
equity so I'm waiting for prices 
to rise." 

He has a two-year lease with 
Swale, his local authority, which 
collects rent, does repairs and 
guarantees te nan ts for as long 
as he want* Steve accepts he is 
not getting the maximum 
amount of rent for his house but 
prefers the security of a guar- 
anteed income because of bad 
experiences with tenant* “Our 
agents were useless and didn’t 
keep a good eye on the prop- 


erty, leaving us with constant re- 
pair* One guy moved out but 
had removed the fence and 
left an old MG in pieces in the ■ 
garden. We eventually got it tak- 
en away but he.came back for 
it and wasn’t too happy.” 

Mortgage companies may 
be reluctant for you to rent out 
your property. Steve overcame 
this problem by talking to his 
lender, Barclay* which even- 
tually agreed to a two-year pe- 
riod, the minimum lease that . 
Swale would accepL 

Jim Chadwick, marketing 
director for Barclays Mort- 
gage* finds clients who arc 
having difficulty selling often de- 
ride to let their properties: 
“We don’t object as long as it's 
financially viable and on an as- 
sured shorthold tenancy’ so we 
can recover the property' if 
things go wrong." 

Barclays doesn't insist on 
mortgagees using agents or lo- 
cal authority schemes but rec- 
ommends them for added 
security particularly if the 
home's are leaving the country. 

Renting out your home can 
bring flexibility and finances to 
go with it. Tfempted? As you 
read this Dave, Megan, Lily and 
Ruby are closing the door of 
their Brixton home, picking up 
their backpacks and heading for 
the warmer climes of the 
Caribbean. 

National Housing Federa- 
tion: 01 71 278 6571 ; W oking Bor- 
ough Coundt 01483 755855; 
Swale Borough Council 01795 
424341; Barnard Marcus; 01 71 
924 2536 


THREE TO VIEW/ FARMHOUSES 



07 , 10.30am - 5pm, ad- 
mission fits. 


WORSTED FARM, a mile from East Grinstead in West Sussex, 
is a late 16th century Grade U listed timber framed farmhouse 
with a range of outbuildings and stables. Tbefive-bedroom house 
stands in nine acres of land. Recently restored, it has a 17ft re- 
ception hall, study, large kitchen and cellar. There is a cow shed, 

several stable Mocks, Sussex barn, Dutch bam and garaging. John 

D Wood (01342 326326) says the price is £585,000 . 


CHERRY GARDEN FARM in Rolvenden, five mfles from Tfen- 
terden in Kent, is a Grade II listed Kentish farmhouse with ex- 
posed timber frame, leaded light windows and a peg-tiled roof. 
The 23ft sitting room has an inglenook fireplace and the forge 
farmhouse kitchen has a walk-in pantry. Outride there are cot- 
tage gardens, former cattle byre, bam with a room above and a 
welL Agent Phillips & Stubbs is asking £215,000 (01797 253323). 


RAM’S HILL FARM, six miles from Shaftesbury, in Dorset, a 
three-bedroom farmhouse being sold with an adjoining stone barn 
of farm buildings, has long views across the Dorset Downs. In 
need of improvement, with evidence of a big, old fireplace con- 
cealed in the sitting room. It is being sold with around 15 acres, 
but more is available. Agents Symonds & Sampson (01258 473766) 
says the price is £250,000. — Rosalind Russell 
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Their own 
little world 




Penny Jackson on giving children space in the city 


IN her perfect pink room, three-year-old 
Paige has no doubts about her favourite 
plaything. She gets up off her white sofa 
(washable) and opens Lbe front of a town 
house with a flourish to reveal a fridge and 
cooker. Real ones that is. This Potemkin 
village is much more than a painted fagade. 

It is a child's world in a London bouse 
rather than just a child's room. The street 
scene which fronts the row of cupboards 
along one wall is as meticulous in its de- 
tail as every other item of framed and 
mounted memorabilia in the room. 

Mary Hall, an interior designer and 
mother of Paige and Emily, seven, clearly 
does not belong to the hand-me-down 
school of decoration. “I wanted to create 
something special for the children that was 
nothing like the rest of the house," she says. 
"Everything is pink and white - the curtains, 
the picture frames, the kettle. When they 
come in here to play with their friends it 
is their own world. They have their drinks 
in the fridge and sink to do the washing np 
and they love it. They even love doing the 
washing up ” 

Parents in town seem prepared to spend 
more on their children's rooms than those 
in the country. There are no useful out- 
houses to colonise and urban space is at a 
premium, which is not helped by the fact 
that as more reception rooms are knocked 
through so there are fewer places to hide 
the clutter of toys and games. 

If children are to be persuaded to play 
upstairs then it should be a pleasure rather 
than a penance, is Mary Hall's thinkin g, "[ 
find I spend a lot more time up there with 
the girls than I might have done. If s an es- 
cape for me as weiL You have to use your 
imagination, but be practical as welL The 
houses are made from panels of wood which 
can easily be removed from the cupboard 
doors. If you spend a fortune painting mu- 
rals, it’s awful when the children outgrow 
the pictures. But you can make these cup- 
boards look different by changing the ma- 
terials in the windows or the knobs or 
whatever." 

The real test will come with the Halls’ 
new loft-style home - just down the road 
from their present house - in the Piper 


Building, die 1950s Fulham office block that 
is not naturally associated with family life 
or pznk-and-whde gjngharn “At the moment 
I am thinking of designing something for 
the girls in the shape of a vast jigsaw," she 
adds. 

Often the simplest solutions to creating 
playspace go down the best Simon Knox, 
an architect, was asked by one of his fam- 
ily how they could use a whole floor as a 
nursery, without the loss of one of the 
rooms, “We made a circular opening 6ft in 
diameter between the two rooms, which let 
the light through but kept the areas sepa- 
rate. It was painted brightly with one step 
and the children thought it was wonderful. 
They felt it was special and at the same time 
the adults could keep an eye on what was 
happening in the other Half. ” 

The next project for his own children is 
a garden den - something with a deck and 
sliding doors where they can sleep as well 
as play. Anna Markham, who inherited a 
rickety treehouse in her Sussex home, has 
seen it grow into a child’s paradise of walk- 
ways and rope ladders. “They play pirates, 
have picnics, secret meetings, and have even 
slept there,” she says. 

“Most of the materials have been recy- 
cled so it has cost us virtually nothing. The 
trouble is that now the older children are 
planning how they can get a cable here for 
a television, which wasn’t the point at alL” 

But for those who would prefer some- 
thing less Heath Robinson, ready-made 
houses provide the answer. Not the plas- 
tic kind with the roofs that lift off, but some- 
thing that looks more like the country 
cottage in a child’s drawing and costs at least 
£16,000. 

When Toni Riend first saw a Wfendyfaouse 
made by the Children’s Cottage Company, 
it was instant love. “It was wooden and 
thatched My husband thought I was mad, 
but I knew that the children would adore it 
Wfe have three sons and they spend an enor- 
mous amount of time in it which is perfect 
for me because I like the house spotless.” 

For those who have seen neglected play- 
houses decline into outdoor toy dumps, her 
decision has been vindicated “It has carpet 
and specially made furniture and the boys 



have planted bulbs in the window boxes. 
In the summer they have picnics there and 
in the winter they go out with flasks of hot; 
chocolate. The beautiful thing is they can 
play imaginaiy games there with nothing 
to distract them.” 

Toni Friend even woke her chfldsen up 
one nigh t in order to show the cottage to 


a Greek couple passing through London. 
“You have to see it to appreciate iL And 
children will always look after something 
that;is special." 

So bow much does is all this effort ap- 
preciated by buyers. Unfortunately it can 
be all a terrible waste. Beaney Pearce has 
just sold a house with a gorgeous children's 


Something in 
the city: 

Paige and 
Emily Halt in 
the 

environment 
created for 
them by their 
mother 
Photograph: 
Nicola Kurtz 


room, more usually seen in magazines than 
real homes. The buyer has no family and 
will be redecorating forthwith. 

Children’s Cottage Company: 0171 223 1 
0876; StanehaH Design : 0171 6219593; Mary 
Hall’s house is fin- sale through Douglas & 
Gordon: 0171 731 4391. 


of good houses, particularly m towns- 
and villages, means that buildingplbts 
are selling to frustrated private buyet&j 
' Andrew Brown, of Cfagg Kennedy- 
Drew, says even though they know hr 
their heart of hearts lhai they are pac- 
ing top whack, for them if is worth it.' 
On single plots they are beating the d£ 
veioper every time because they have 
no profit margins to worry abbot. It’s 
the same with run-down properties^ 
The last three people in the current: 
bidding for two Gotswold cottages are - 
all individuals. “Of the 55 peoplewe-. 
showed around, only 12 were devel-u 
opeis,” Andrew Brown says. ’^Tbey 
looted at the lovefyppsitkra of the cot- 
tages and knew they hadn't got % . 
chanc e since anyone who wanted, it as/ 
a home would pay over the odds.” 

The cottage industry feel lb therental - 
market looks like changing. Savills ha$* 
identified six corporate investors who 1 
want to invest £400m in buying prop-./ 
erty to let this year. That will account- 
for about 9,000 properties across the - 
country, not all of course coming bn 
to the marke t for the first time, espe- 
cially since the companies seein par- 
ticularly keen to buy portfolios. 1 
Savills regards its long-term in ter- . 


for its furore. At present the sector has 
a somewhat home-spun feel as about 
56 percent oflandlords are private in- 
dividuals. Apparently the companies 
are partkailariy keen on blocks in Man- 
chester, Leeds and Bristol. 

Space is vital at the moment Berke- 
ley Homes is building large leisure 
rooms with three of its houses in Hor- 
sham, Sussex. They will either be put 
above the garage or aspn annexe to 
homes which are already in the region 
of 3,800 to 4,000 sq ft, which translates 
as at least fore bedrooms, three bathr 
rooms and three or four reception 
rooms. The extra room will be wired 
for office use or for children. Berke- 
ley is even considering building base- 
ments in toils homes on selected sites. 
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Housebuilder 

OF THE YEAR 


...JUST ONE MORE REASON 
TO MOVE TO THE PREMIER LOCATION! 



COUJNGTOEE BARK, NOiOHAMPTON 


Magnificent 4, 5 and 6. bedroom 
Premier Collection -luxury homes 
overlooldng gotf course 

A superb and exclusive development 
j? ’ v Jrw of luxury four, five and six bedroom 

detached homes from the award 
winning Sanaa Bernier Collection in 
what must be me of die finest and 
most prestigious locations in the Northampton area 
overlooking CoOingtree Golf Course. From the imaginative 
Coleridge m the magnificent Wordsworth you'll find a 
superb range of individually styled homes ofiering spacious 
accommtxMion to the highest specification. 

The Green, Cottbgtree ftrrk, Northampton. 

THa 01604 675935 



MANY HOMES INCLUDE: 

♦ EN SUITE FACILITIES TO MOST 
BEDROOMS 

♦ UJXUR^FUUY FITTED 
BREAKFAST KTTCHEN WTTH 
INTEGRATED APPLIANCES 

♦ FULL SECURITY ALARM SYSTEM 

♦ FEATURE FIREPLACE 


•DININGROOM 

• unury room 

- STUDY W FAMILY ROOM 

• CONSERVATORY 

• FITTED WARDROBES TO MASTER 
BEDROOM 

► DOUBLE/TRIPLE GARAGE 
•DOUBLE GLAZING 


HOME EXCHANGE CONSIDERED 
4, 5 & 6 bedroom luxury bona (ram 
£277,750 id £415,000 
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INCLUSIVE IlMi.filM 


CENTRAL SALES 
0WM 675959 
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muX Wo haw b largo selection of 
both mured and umastumd 
prapwiy tor sale In IVseany and 
Umbria. Banging trom apart- 
mentB & (annhouMS to vBaa & 
oriazzoa. Ce* EPN Cl 725 51 8868 
or . **■* 
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To advertise in 
this section please 
call the Property 
Team on 0171 
293 2343/230Z 


Brian A French & Associates Ltd 
22-26 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TJ 
Tel: 0171 735 8244 Tel: 0171 735 8248 

We have specialised in the Italian 
market since 1972 and have a huge 
selection of property across Italy in 
all price ranges. Cottages, castles, 
farmhouses, villas, apartments, 
vineyards and so on. 

Visit us on Stands 21 and 22 at 
The International Property Show 
where we will also bh offering 
property in the wine region of 
Rioja in northern 
Spain and in Greece 

Honba* FOTOAC. NAEA. F1ABC1 ud (uKu tlanbcr of Craraoce 

* ! — © * 


MALLORCA 

PORT ANDRATX 

EL PUEBLO - GALA MORAGUES 
New development of two bedroom, 
two bathroom apartments, all with 
balcony and sea view. TWo sw imming 
pools and sea bathing. 

Nestling -in tranquil pine tree valley 
sweeping down to m agn if i c ent 
unspoiled coast, yet still enjoying all 
the facilities of Fort Andratx. Less 
than half an hours drive from Palma. 

For colour brochure, 
foil specification and prices contact: 

OPAL TEN SX. 
Phone: 003471 724046 
Pax: 003471 714967 



Overseas Property 


Overseas Property 


jSfery-. -rl' 


A place where dreams come true 

Probably the most beautiful and unspoilt 

coastline of Spain 

• 

Extensive range of new and pre-owned 
freehold properties available 

Viewing trips most weekends 

• 

Telephone 01536 484181 for details 

Colour brochure on request 



Villas • Bungalows ‘Town Houses ‘Apartments • Studios 


GREECE AND CYPRUS 


M XU 1 wf.rt : >» O ;f.w k.i j ijJ U * k) 

I y.v i a u a r.t j ici ^ itivi i 


Traditional village and (own bouses, new villas and apartments. 


luuMi'iF.w m ncfAWiW n k. r.vsr:*] w v.i w ; c»; 
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Apartments ud Vidas in prime beach and mountain locations. 

Tel/Fax: 01323 891639 

e-nrilr hflJycem^ropcrtksfoirirglnjjet 

HALYCON PROPERTIES/ANTONY LOIZOU 
The Greek and Cypriot Property Consultants 
See us at the International Property Show, Stand I 


Largest aalaetlcm or 3 , 4 ud 8 badraam bones In 
Orlando. Na«r Port Richey, Sooth West Golf Coast 

• badraam pool homes tam • Mfeteriront homes 
$125,000 • Custom butt homes 

m t .^S?! mp ° Qlh ° IT>MtraT1 • WfcmortsagnsnraMjl* 
$145/300 • FUtmanaOomHntandiwtrf 

wvfcea 

rcrWarmaSon pack 

TEL 01432 265599 (fi) 

Fax 01432353375 gg 




BUYING ABROAD ? 


I .V. 1 WffM 


Iram, gotf & managed prnporKra. 
Oversaw offices & escorted 
wteMtnga. Prime Property Intema- 

Bonal OlBZfi 778641 FOPDAC 


costa Blanca New ireetou fuehch moperty hews 

homei from C22.0Q0. Colour monthjy, for your tree copy leia- 
dntafla 01993 778191 (24 hows. » |hanB 947 1834 or 

7 days). imp:\\www.troneh-proporty- 



t. 


The Spring oversells property exhibition: 

The Cumberland Hotel 

Marble Arch, London W1 




Property Classified advertising also appears on page 26. 


Friday I3lh, Saturday I4fh, Sunday J5th February 1998 
Friday 1200 - 1800 Sat/Sun 1030 - 1700 

Over 50 lop Agents and Developers from Spain and the 
Balearic*, the Canaries. Gibraltar, Greece. Austria. Portugal, 
France, Italy, Cyprus, Malta, Florida and the Caribbean 
will be displaying their properties. 

— ~ — THE — ■ 

INTERNATIONAL A 

PROPERTY SHOW 

w Tel: 017 1 735 8184 
Admission 
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Bounty country; friendly faces help Hghten your wallet in The Gambia 


Photograph: jedgam 98/Wfcirld Pictures 


Friends in need ... 



“Hello ray friends and welcome to The Gam- 
bia. What are your names? Caul walk with you?” 

are strolling on an unpatroUed section of a 
yfie sandy beach as the light fades into the sea, 
the grey-green Atlantic Ocean rolling in with a 
slow surge and then gently ebbing away. 

1 look at yet another new “friend” .His name 
is Osman, the second most common name in 
the country after Lamin. His friends call him 
Donny (as in Osmond), and he wants to show 
us .die crocodile pool and the national park, 
fobere there are reallions, my friends”, and the 
fecahchooL Maybe even a trip to his compound 
L hi nearby Bakau. We have heard it all before. 

Anyone thinking of going to The Gambia 
for a real African experience - not a mindless 
basting on the beach, although this of course 
is possible too - should be aware that there are 
many," many friends waiting to make your ac- 
quaintance from the moment your feet touch 
the soil On the first night of our week-long stay 
We Chose one “guide” (there are about 10-20 
unofficially attached to each hotel) and paid hun 
35 dalassis (about £1 -60) to show us around the 

Veal area. , 

'- V "We were staying at Cape Point in the 
. Mariatou Beach Hotel, which was undergoing 
“nmewatfon”; ft was a building-site- Sweetie took 
usawav fricxn ibis nightmare, showed ib the best 
fecalhars and restaurants, and introduced us 
to his friends on the market (who marked our 
eu&fbr later). He also took us to he comp™™ 
, I am afraid to say.i Mde 

Eas though I were in* film< ® ainl y d “*\* - 
jctnaradiciions of daily life- Higgledy-pig 
. ^dysbacksraidno electridtydon’t qratem^- 

iy with the sound of Coolio s . 

, Paradise” Waringout of a transistor, and kjas 

- wearing &psi T-shirts dodging goats to p y 

- *ith a deflated football 

^ : After oar: visit to Sweetie's modest shack 

-'be was our fecial friend, and we were 

foc50dalasSaSy, of course. We had a sun 


More coconut milk and crocodiles than discos and 
souvenirs, The Gambia gives you a warm welcome - even 
if you do have to pay for it, writes Melanie Rickey 


flar set-up with our cab driver, Seiko, who would 
wait for hours outside a chib or restaurant while 
we enjoyed ourselves. In all, our “wages” bill for 
the week came in at a reasonable £40 and our 
liberal European consciences were assuaged by 
providing some small-scale employment 
The Gambia has 25 miles of sandy shore- 
line south of its capital Banjul and is only 300 
miles deep. On the map it looks like a crooked 
fing er poked into the side of West Africa, with 
Senegal sunrounding it on three sides. It is 
named after its river, and was colonised by the 
British in 1783, who used the waterways pri- 
marily to transport slaves. For such a turbulent 
part of the world, it has an unremarkable re- 
cent history, notable only for the coup, and then 
counter-coup (both bloodless), in 1994, which 
left a 28-year-old man in charge of the coun- 
try. Whitehall reacted by issuing travel advice 
yar ning against visiting The Gambia, the big 
tour operators evacuated clients, and the 
tourist industry declined sharply- 

Tbday the country is still in recovery and as 
a result is presented to potential holiday-mak- 
ers as a cheap package destination, with the em- 


phasis on “cheap” rather than “affordable”. Yet 
there" are no lager louts, no discos pumping out 
the Spice Girls, and not a high-rise hotel in sight. 
Beach hawkers seD freshly picked bananas and 
coconuts - not ice-creams or tourist trophies. 
The bevy of bottle blondes who applied lipstick 
on the beach, however, seemed lost without 
those famili ar sights and would have been bet- 
ter off inLanzarote. Therein lies the country’s 
mfltn problem: the need to attract the “right” 
kind of tourist 

The climate is perfect for a winter getaway: 
ft is dry and hot from December to March. In- 
deed, the sensation of arriving to a blast of 36- 
degree heat only six hours, and no time 
difference, away from Britain is second to none 

for decadence value, and the weather doesn’t fal- 
ter. The only drawback is the Saharan wind which 

blows sand into the atmosphere, creating a haze 
that can sometimes Install day. But it does take 
the temperature down a notch dr two. 

Enjoying The Gambia Is easy once you get 
the hang of it Gambian time is hot like Eng- 
lish time. Ask for a drink - the local beer. Joy- 
ful Julbrew - and it will arrive when the 
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barman is ready. Head to Banjul where for a 
few pence the local ferry dawdles across the 
mouth of the river Gambia to the town of Bar- 
ra, loaded with cows, chickens and brightly 
dressed traders, and you find there is.no 
timetable. “When will the ferry arrive?” we 
asked an official after a 90-minute wait “Oh, 
any time, any time,” came the reply. 

While in The Gambia, there is only so much 
to do, see and discover. Every visitor goes to 
the local school the nature reserve, and the croc- 
odile pool to see “Charlie”, one-time star of 
'Wish You Were Here'. There are only a few good 
restaurants and a handful of jolly local bars fring- 
ing the main tourist strip. You do not have to 
venture far inlan d to find landscape typical of 
the whole country: languid lowlands, laced 
with labyrinthine sandy paths and speckled with 
friendly, scruffy settlements. 

Our happiest moment was the discovery of 
a day out to Paradise Island, or Jinack, which 
is half in Senegal, half in The Gambia. It be- 
gan as a day-trip and turned into an overnight 
stay at Madyama Lodge, a compound of 10 lux- 
ury mud-huts, with a central area for eating and 
drinking. Though the term “luxury mud-hut” 
may sound like an oxymoron, it wasn’t. 

The beach was completely deserted but for 
a few cady-moming fishermen and the odd cow, 
and there was affordable food and drink and 
personal hospitality from our hosts. This ex- 
perience, mare than any other, may lure me hack 
to The Gambia. 

Getting there; Melanie Rickey paid £469 for 
an e igh t-day holiday from Airtours (01706 
232323), including flights from Gatwick and 
B&B hotel accommodation. Other operators 
include First Choice (0161-745 7000) and The 
Gambia Experience (01703 730888). 

Further information: The Gambia Tburist Of- 
fice, 57 Kensington Court, London W8 5DG 
(0171-376 0093). 


RUUD GULLIT 

My side of the story/26&28 


TORONTO WTIH NIAGARA, 
ROCKIES OR NEW YORK 

ive nights in Toronto returning on Concorde. Niagara 


Depart on 22 May, 4 July, 1,31 Ang. or 5,19 Sept. £1,999 
Toronto & the Rockies with Concorde. 18-27 Sept £2,499 
4 nights in New York, Concorde any weeknd from £1,999 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 
OR WORLD CUP FINAL 

Seat and luncheon at Mirabeau for Monaco Grand Prix 
with Paris, C oncorde and Euro star. 28-24 M ay. £1,599 

Concorde with World Cup Final seat on 12 July £1,999 

ORIENT-EXPRESS, PARIS, 
VENICE, FLORENCE, ROME 

Eurostar to Paris, Concorde to Venice, Orient-Express to 
Rome via Florence. City tours and hotels 1-5 May £1 ,999 

Orient-Expre ss, Rome, Florence & Venice 2- 3 May. £999 
Venice & Paris with Concorde & Eurostar. 2-3 May £999 

ORIANA, CONCORDE 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Madeira, Te nerife and Lisbon. 28 Apr.- 4 M ay. £1,999 
Pisa, Floren ce, Ibiza and Gibraltar. 16-22 M ay. £1,999 
Amsterdam, Bruges and Brussels. 22-25 May. £1,299 

NEW GRAND PRINCESS 
WITH CONCORDE 

Istanbul Kusadasi (for Ephesus), Praeus (for Athens) 
and Venic e, 5 nights on 19 June or 6 Ang . £1,999 

Venice, Naples, Livorno (for Florence), Monte-Carlo 
and Barcelona, 7 nights on 24 June or 11 Aug. £2,499 

QE2 WITH CONCORDE 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Cruse fro m Tenerife via Madeira 18-20 J une £1,699 
Midnight Sun & Norwegian Fjords 20-31 July £2,999 

For our brochure, phone 0181-992 4477 , or write to: 

ffi SUPERLAnVE TRAVEL g 

43, Woodhurst Rood, London, W3 6SS 
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The geography of lurve 


Passion and travel ane permanently entwined. To celebrate the first Valentine's Day to fell on a Saturday for 10 years, the travel 
section is offering prizes you'll love in our first .'smooch your way around the world 1 quiz 


There are 1 1 steps to heaven. First, answer these 
10 questions as best you can; in the affection- 
ate nature of The Independent, we value heroic 
endeavour rather more than total accuracy, ie 
make us laugh, and well forgive the odd mis- 
take. Next, complete the tie-break, on the ideal 
venue for smooching, and you’ll be on the run- 
way for a free flight for two on the ultimate rom- 
antic airline. Love Air. 

This carrier for canoodlers has an inter- 
national network that stretches all fee way from 
Biggin Hill in Kent to Le Tbuquet on the north 
coast of France. Normally, the lowest fare on 
this run is an instant-purchase £99 return, but 
Love Air (01279 681435) is offering a loving 
couple a free day-trip. 

The 10 runners-up won’t have to seek solace 
in each other’s arms - Cadogan Books is of- 
fering its perfectly matched couple of love 
guides, Have Bride, Will Travel and Perfect 
Honeymoons and Original ttfeddings, which nor- 
mally retail at £8.99 each. 


Send your entry to The Geography of 
Love, Travel, The Independent , 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf; London E14 5DL, to 
arrive by 29 Fetmutiy (OK, we know there sit 
one this year, but it sounded more romantic 
than 1 March). 


BOB; SID and 1J7. are elsewhere. What 
would be the best means of transport for them 
to get together - and why? 


(a) Love Field, Texas 

(b) Orlando International Florida 

(c) French Lick, Kentucky 


3. Where is the best place to find a MAN? 


are equally welcome. This competition is not 
open to employees of Newspaper Publishing 
pic, their fami lies and present or former part- 
ners. The liavel Editor’s decision is possibly 
overly sentimental, but definitely ffa ql 


.4. Hope, Derbyshire; Desire, Louisiana; Happy, 
Tkm. Which was the stamping-ground of Ten- 
nessee Williams? . 


9. Wedding is in Germany and Blessing is in. 
Texas. So where is Font? 


5 ..» and which of Alfred, Lord Byron? 


1. Success, Paradise, Friendship and Ogle are 
all real place names. 

In which South American country would a guy 
find them? 

(a) Guyana 

(b) Paraguay 

( c ) Uruguay 


6. In ‘which US location would Gary Puckett 
be most likely to find tree love with a young 
girl? 

(a) Union City, Tennessee 

(b) Union Grove, minois 

(c) Union Gap, Washington 


10. River deep, mountain high: one of these 
geographical features is a mountain, while the 
other two are •rivers. As the climax of this 
competition, name the hill: 

(a) You. China 

(b) Pasitin, Guatemala 

(c) Yes, England 


7 ... and where would Blondie be blue? 


2. iAN, SUE and JAN are in one country, while 8. Which is the closest airport to Kissimme e? 


Tie-break: complete the following in 12 words 
or thereabouts: “The place I would most Eke 
to be kissed is ..." 

In order to avoid the risk of a Qiatonesque 
kerfuffle, any tie-break suggestions that 
mention one or more body parts will be immed- 
iately disqualified. 



Lovebirds and the raging torrent of emotion 


There are waterfalls and then there are the Ni- 
agara Falls, the widest fails on earth. Arguably 
the most romantic, too, for Niagara calls it- 
self the world's honeymoon capital. Of its 12 
million annual visitors, 500,000 are newlyweds. 

Lovebirds flock to Ontario’s Niagara 
rather than its sister town in New York State. 
Though Horseshoe Falls and the American 
Falls thunder across the international border. 
Uncle Sam only gets the dregs of this partic- 
ular tourist barrel. The awesome views axe on 
Canada's side. And the crowds view from every 
vantage point - from boats, aero cars, towers 
and scenic tunnels. Tightwads gather at Table 
Rock, a free lookout spot where even cynical 
divorcees get dewy-eyed. Horseshoe Falls has 
a splashdown rate of 1 million bathtubs per 
second and its spray clouds simply devastate 
a girl’s mascara. 

It was at Table Rock that the cascades bad 


Steenie Harvey visits 
Niagara Falls, the honeymoon 
capital of the world 


to share star billing with Marilyn Monroe in 
the 1952 movie. Niagara . The film was touted 
as “a raging torrent of emotion that even na- 
ture can’t control”, yet the critics were more 
smitten by Monroe's wiggly walk. 

Niagara's ideas of seduction range from rain- 
bows in the mist to legends of Indian maidens 
sacrificed to the insatiable god of the Falls. Not 
that eveiyone succumbs to the magic. Oscar 
Wilde sneered that for newlyweds, “Niagara 
must be the second biggest disappointment of 
American married life”. 

Ah, but now wedded bliss is enhanced by 
heart-shaped love tubs and king-sized wa- 
terbeds. Resort motels are packed even 


when it is -25°C and an ice bridge spans the 
Niagara river. Valentine's Day is the steami- 
est time of all. 

Things were somewhat different in 1795. 
Then government officials declined to lay a 
trail to the Falls, as “nobody wanted to see 
them but small boys". 

The early railroads proved them wrong, of 
course, and soon countless North American 
brides were demanding Niagara honeymoons. 
With the bridal trains came a barmy army of 
adventurers. Charles Blondin tigbtroped 
across Niagara’s gorge in 1859, pausing mid- 
way to drain a bottle of wine. He performed 
the feat many times - blindfolded, on stilts and 
pushing a wheelbarrow. Schoolteacher Anna 
Edson Taylor survived a trip over Horseshoe 
Falls in a barrel in 1901, but other lunatics 
weren’t always as fortunate. Niagara can in- 
deed be an all-too-fatal attraction. 


Such stunts are now illegal, so daredevils 
must make do with Gifton Hill, Niagara's 
“street of fun”, where every night is Weird 
Night. Gruesome twosomes put their throbbing 
loins on hold and instead traipse doggedly be- 
tween Dracula’s Castle, Movieland's Wax- 
works and Ripley's Believe It Or No! museum, 
whose oddities include an effigy of a China- 
man apparently bom with four eyeballs. 

Some go on to snicker at monstrous cu- 
cumbers in the Guinness Records Museum; 
others thrill lo Jeffrey Dahmer, who Daunts 
his waxen charms in the Criminals' Hall of 
Fame. Then there's the JFK Assassination Ex- 
hibit, the Elvis memorabilia, Niagara Falls Mu- 
seum’s two-headed calf, the replica Crown 
Jewels... 

But lovers should beware. On this street of 
unnatural wonders, it's not only a passion for 
Niagara that may well begin to wilt 




Independent Traveller's World 


Manchester Floorplan 

Travri with the cipf'tv Oar lco!.'"r. nrojramm- irdudos: 

• INDEPENDENT TRAVEL • WALKING TOURS 

• ESCORTED HOLIDAYS • CAMPING SAFARIS 

G-Mex Centre 

• VVEsKSND BREAKS • WHALE * BIRD WATCHING 

• FLYiOWVE ESjJ 

Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 February 1998 
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green ch annel 


tfowdn VOU see towMife of the world without travel- 
TheLmers' TM at the Natural Museum 

mwbe the answer. Hus is not an opportunity foriovey- 
dtwey couples to smooch behind the stuffed ann^ases 
(although presumably they can); tt ““ 
trail for children to find out more about “the buds and 
the bees" from around the worid, literally. 

With a choice of dS milhon plants, animals, fossils, 
rocks and minerals, the Natural History Muslim can he a 
Ha,n<ting place. But the Lovers’ Trail demyshfies every- 
thing, with a simple, fact-finding tour aronnd the Ltfe gal- 
lerfcsL The trail takes you through the logical named •. 
Birds- Gallery, Creepy Crawlies' Gallery and M am ta ak 
GaBeiy, and highlights some of the tactics different 

species use in courtship. , . - - • 

- Pickup tbs receiver next to one of the insect boxes, 
and you can hear the chirps of South African enckets and 
cicadas from Southern Fiance, and the hissing oLagutch 
cockroach. “Try to imitate the sound of each insect, your 
Lovers’ Tta fl guide says. And then it asks you to took .. 
around you. “Have you attracted a mate while making -. 
these sounds?” it asks. If you have, no doubt you should 

call security. ... v, '■ • 

Spiders are not famous for their “ooh, ahub factor, 
being neither cuddly nor beautiful but it turns out that •'••• 
the male hunting spider, found all over the world, gan - 
oid romantic he has brought .the female a present - some 
sort of food (an insect). The fact that he does this as a 
ploy to distract her from his real intention - sex -« and 
that he sometimes cheats and gives her a duff present (a 
dried-out skeleton), makes one wonder about the smilar- 
ities between human courtship patterns and spiders’. 

Suddenly that cheap box of chocolates takes cm -a. 
much more obvious meaning. Watch and learn, kids. 

Sue Wheat 


The Natural History Museum (0171-938 9123) is at South 
Kensington, London SW7. It opens at 10am on Mondays to 
Saturdays, and from Ham on Sundays, and closes at 
5.50pm daily. Admission is £6 for adults, £3 for children - . 
and £16 for a family ticket (two adults and up lofour chil- 
dren). .Admission is free after 4.30pm on weekdays arid 5pm 
at weekends. 


RED CHANNEL 


Advice from The Gambia Experience (01703 730888) on how 
to avoid hustling. 


Do not be over-generous when tipping or paying for small 
errands or favours; this will give out the wrong signals. 

Be waiy of well-worn “sob" stories, eg “No milk for the 
twins”; “I live in Brikama [or LaminJ, just around the cor- 
ner”. The list goes on and on. 

If you are walking along the beach when-approached, it 
helps if you walk into the sea. Gambians are keen footballers 
and are invariably reluctant to get their trainers wet . 


LOW RAILROAD 


Going underground on London’s TUbe network is rendered 
much easier by the use of escalates; but so sceptical were 
the capital's travellers when moving staircases were first 
introduced that London Tkanspoitwas obliged to employ a 
one-legged man, “Bumper” Hams, to ride up and down all 
day. to convince the pubEc of the devices’ safety. . 

On 18 March, at the London Transport Museum (0171- 
379 6344), Mark Dennison, the curator, will be discussing 
innovation in a talk entitled “It'll never work” (which, in 
the case of the ill-fated spiral escalator, seems 
appropriate). He will also reveal how fish were, for a time, 
transported on the Circle Line - though escalators were 
never used as impromptu salmon leaps. 

The event begins at 6.30pm, and tickets cost £6 (£4 cone). 


HIGH RAILROAD 


On 25 July this year, a small group will set off from London 
bound for the Indian city of Madras by train - the difficult 
way. An “exploratory grand tour” is being arranged by 
Hinterland Travel (01883 743584). Geoff Harm, who is 
planning the jaunt, says it will involve crossing the Caspian 
Sea by ferry, and also takes in Moscow, Tehran, Lahore and 
the Kbyber Pass. Travel will be mainly in second and third 
class, and the expected one-way fare for the 60-day trip is 
£1,100. plus the cost of board and lodging. 
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48 hours in Verona 
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You need a break, and a 
shortcut to the soul of a 
crty. This week, Andy Bull 
lives like a gentleman in 
Verona 


Why go now? 

Verona - historic, sophisticated and man- 
ageably compact - is worth going to sim- 
ply for the atmosphere of the place itself 
And, if you are not coming for the celebrated 
opera season between June and September, 
Jt is perhaps as well to visit in Febmaiy, when 
Phe city is cool and far less crowded with 
the sort of visitors who hunt in packs, fol- 
lowing the scent of an umbrella rased aloft 
by a harassed tour guide. 

Beam down 

British Airways (0345 222111) has a mon- 
opoly of scheduled flights from the UK to 
Verona. The lowest fare is a World Offer of 
£164.10 - if you book by nest Wednesday. 

Get your bearings 

The city, surrounded by cypress-covered 
hills, and with the river Adige curling 
through its ancient centre, glows gently with 
the red,, ochre and pink of its distinctive 
marble. Verona is still largely enclosed by 
pts 16th-century fortifications, and wears 
\ils past - Roman ruins, tall, slim towers that 
speak of the Venetian empire, and bulbous 
Baroque churches - with easy pride. 

The tourist office is at 38 Piazza Erbe; 
its telephone number, like many in the city, 
has just changed; dial 00 39 45 806 8680. 


Watch out for ... 

Vespa riders. The town centre is largely 
pedestrianised, something that has not been 
fully explained to these motorised masters 
of style who claim the narrow streets 
squeezed between the towering buildings 
as their own. 

Checkin 

Cheap and cheerful: Villa Francesca tti 
Youth Hotel (00 39 45 590 360) at Salita 
Fontana del Ferro 15; dormitory and 
family-room accommodation only, but the 
price is just £7 per person per night, in- 
cluding breakfast 

Moderate and merry: Antica Porta 
Leone (00 39 45 595 499) at CorticeUa 
Leoni 3. Doubles from £40, including 
breakfast 

Ritzy and romantic: Due Tbrri Hotel 
Baglioni (00 39 45 595 044) at Piazza 
Sanf Anastasia 4. Doubles from £100. 

Take a hike 

Verona is best explored on foot The most 
central starting-point for a tour of the city 
is Piazza Bra, which flanks the southern 
sweep of the oval Roman arena. There is 
parking dose by at Cittadella, where you 
ran pick up a useful free map, courtesy of 
McDonald's. 

From here the arena really is impres- 
sive. It measures 150m by 130m, seats 
25,000 and has perfect acoustics. And, de- 
spite clearly having been knocked about 
a bit, it still rises to 30m, dwarfing every- 
thing around it During the opera season 
you can enter only in the mornings, but all 
day the rest of the year. 

From the arena take the Via Mazzini 
to the heart of the old dty. Here, two won- 
derful squares - the Piazza dei Signori and 
the Piazza delle Erbe, form the centrepiece. 
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The former is soberly elegant flanked by 
the 12th-century town hall and the 13th- 
century Governors' Palace, and with a 
statue of Dante in the centre. The latter, 
crammed with the Dower, fruit and vege- 
table stalls of the market is full of noise 
and colour. As it should be: this was once 
the Roman forum, where chariot races 
were held. 

Up five steps and under an arch from 
Piazza dei Signori, you reach Piazza Maz- 
zanti. It is surrounded with houses from 
which balconies thrust making it feel like 
another open-air theatre, except that the 
focus of attention is not a stage but an orn-. 
ate, pink marble well. Let's bear it for the 
bucket And the bucket-hauler. 

Lunch on the run 

Via Mazzini has many inexpensive but per- 
fectly good places to eat including La Bot- 
tega, Del Vmo and Le Tie Corone. 

Cultural afternoon 
Though the Arena and the churches are 
the real treasures of Verona, you should 
come to terms with the dynasty that made 
the dty. North of the Piazza Mazzanti you 
come to the tombs of the Scaligere, 
Princes of the Seal a, who lorded it here 
from 1260 to 1387, before the Venetians 
took over, and left a considerable mark on ; 
the dty. | 

- To reach their castle, which guards the 
bridge they built over the Adige, walk to 
the northern end of the Piazza delle Erbe . 
and turn left into the Corso Porta Borsari. 
This leads into the Corso Cavour; the 
castle, with its distinctive swallow-tail bat- 
tlements, is a few hundred metres ahead 
on your right. It contains the dty’s muse- 
um of art, with frescoes from the 12th to 
the 16th centuries, and works by the 
Veronese and Venetian schools. It is open 
daily except Monday, 9am to 7pm, ad- 
mission £4. 

Window shopping 

Walk along Via Mazzini and look longingly 
at Dnca d ’Aosta and Emporio Armani. 

An aperitif 

Piazza Bra has gardens shaded by mighty 
cedars and a swath of the most fashionable 
- and expensive - cafe terraces in town. If 
you prefer coffee and cakes to Campari, 
try A Tfeatno Filannonico, off Porta Nnova, 
at about £3 a head. 

Demure dinner 

At 1 Dodici Apostoli (the 12 apostles) at 
Corticello San Marco 3, you get Renais- 
sance frescoes on the waDs and Renaissance 
dishes on the table - including horsemeat 
stew. Cost, around £20 a head. 

Sunday morning: go to church 
You now need a voucher (6,000 lire, 
£2J0) to visit Verona’s churches. Buy it at 
the first one you visit; it entitles you to see 
four more as well. Best of the churches: 
San Zeno, with its altarpiece by Manteg- 
na, the Duomo, and Sant ’Anastasia with 
wonderful frescoes. 


Fine romance: Verona wears its 
post with pride -the Roman arena, 
top, and the diurch of San Zeno, 
above, being among its most 
rewarding sights 

Photographs: Atianticle/Bruce Coleman 


‘ Bracing brunch 

Brek, in Piazza Bta, offers mountains of self- 
service food and wine for £5. 

A walk in the park 

Verona turns its back on the Adige, but a 
walk across the JPtrate Nuova to the left bank 
ushers you to one of Europe's most mon- 
umental city gardens. Behind the Plalazzo 
Giusti a blaze of green struggles to retain 


its formality as it battles up the hillside ter- 
races, rewarding those who persevere this 
far with the finest view of Verona. 

The romantic icing on the cake 
T rad ing off Piazzi delle Erbe is Via Cbpeflo. 
At No 23 is Casa di GMetta, the 13th-cen- 
tury palace of the Capoleti, with Joliet's bal- 
cony looking like a tough climb in tights. 
Th e bouse is open to the public daily, except 


Monday, from 9am to 7pm, admission £3. 

If the story of the star-crossed lovers - 
whose families were divided because 
Romeo’s supported the Pope while Juliet’s 
rooted for Emperor Frederick I - grips you 
sufficiently, you may like to take a one-mile 
detour to Juliet’s tomb, which is in the Cap- 
uchin Cloisters - off the Via del Pontiere 
to Die south of the arena and dose to the 
Adige river. 
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Certain aspects of Australia will leave you gaping in absolute 
wonder. Like the fact that Singapore Airlines can get you 
there and back for as little as £639* For more information 
on this incredible offer, call Travelbag, our f * 

Australian specialist, on 01410 unt I 
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Because we think the world of you ... 


current best buys on the worlds finest airlines 
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ON SINGAPORE AIRLINES 
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TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


Par the real towdown on worldwide 


travel shop. 

Tlraflfliuters offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations man 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can taitoMnal® your very 
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on hotels and car hire worldwide. 
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FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRA1LFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3366 ANYTIME 


All our travel centres arc open Mon-Sat from 9-6pm • Ttrurs 9-7pm • Sun tC-Som 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 
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Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Sheet 
Long Haul Travel: 

Fust 5 Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 

Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
worldwide Travel: 

254-284 SaucMBhall Street 
■ worldwide Travel. 
58 Oeansgale 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class. 


LONDON WB6FT . 
0171-9383366 
LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3939 - 
0171-938 3444 .‘v. 
LONDON W8 6B0 ■ 
0171-9375400 . - 
BIRMINGHAM B46BS 
0121-236 1234 - 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-329 9000;' 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141453 2224 - 

MANCHESTER M3 2F 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 ; 


|/G 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


e think the world of us 

4/10 Richmond Road, Kington, Surrey KT2 5HI 



SOUTH 

AFRICA 


Return prices ndoefing pro-paid airport taxes from: 


WITH SOUTH AFRICAN 
AIRWAYS FROM 


£399 


i 

I 

South African! 

AISWATS M 

| Cal 

1 now for full details j 


Perth 

Sydney 

Auckland 

Hong Kong 

Beipng 

Bangkok 

Singapore 

Bali 

Bairibay 


£625 

£526" 

£619 

£335 

£283 

£344 

£379 

£399 

£349 

oo2pM| 


Dubai 

New York 
Washington 
Miami 
Los Angeles 
las Vegas 
Toronto 
Vancouver 
Mexico 
Itwal 


£284 

£181 

£173 

£225 

£205 

£260 

£194 

£234 

£326 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


Thomas 

COOK 


Lines open 9om-9pm Mon-fri, 
lOocTT-opoi Serf-Sun 
ABTA FI 304, ATOL 0265 


Prim orr tubfad to avaSab&ty- THKf NO ACOrTWMAl 0MROE9 
ON CREDIT CARD BOOKMOS. To own qudty rente* tdb era manlad. 
Ttn Hnm Cook Group UdL 


0870 75 00 1 40 

WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE RIGHT FLIGHT 



• Top scheduled airlines. 
■ Best stopover choice - 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROM 


Far East. USA & more. | = 
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fax: 0-1420-82133 «wr 2923' 

All fares subject to availability. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. 
Air feres indude pre-paid taxes, locaffy paid taxes may apply. 
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0171 460 2255 
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TRAVEL 
INSURANCE. 
£15 FOR TWO 
WEEKS. 
MAMA MIA! 


Pass the vino, Gno. From 
under £15 lor turn weds, 
General Accident Direct 
charge less than half the 
price some trawd agents 
do. So call the number 
below today. And save a 
lot of lira. 
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USA 


BROCHURE hotkne 

0181546 4545 


a CHICAGO 


I DALLAS 

€217 

1 HOUSTON 

£207 

1 I OS ANG6LES 

£213 

1 MIAMI 

£243 

B NEW YORK 

4193 

ORLANDO 

£263 

»l SAN FRANCISCO . &2N 1 

WASHING i ON 

£177 

TORONTO 

£236 

VANCOUVER 

""£346 

USA6 CANADA' 

0181 546 6000 





General Acodwit 

Direct 




& 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 
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of sun 3hra away. TradWoow 
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ATOL OJ 202 743907 
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[VINTAGE SPAIN; Matorean 6 
Menorean tatmhoisn with pode 
In unspoRt areas, near coast 
01894261 431. AITOXrOL 2787 


Toronto £159 

Montreal £199 

Ottawa £229 

Halifax £229 

Vancouver £209 

Winnipeg £309 

Calgary £289 

Edmonton £279 
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Special Interest Holidays 


PRICES IKCtUar ALL PREPAID TfiSES' 


For on row imrcorr femnus [ 
ACKABtaupr! 
pkn a C*r Hint • Airport Hotels 
• Ah pan Parking • Uwnenea 

CA1L NON FOB DEDUU OF 
HtmORSK MORE BARGAINS 

0990143301 
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Special Interest Holidays 


HOLIDAYS hw £357 
t FLIGHTS tow £199 

£ CiUpavrhrdcakotiSti&aur J 

T, nwijr nhv Sghu f rwaro, or sm 4 


Puts other holidays in the shade 


-fc- Co-op Tra'.’c! 

DIRECT T 


MjekSHIlMM 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA- 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMQVCA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 
g TRAVEL \ 



10171-4901480 


FLIGHTSEATS 


AKanre EW Oatamm - 

Mawp ESS MOM 



Patna ES9 Geneva £89| 

Manon/Kba. BM TalAvfv — Cl a I 
Tenarto. — C7B OrtwPo 
LmuaKM — .S» Canada E 

uleothw wroiwa Dtsrwttrat I 

ABTA 4eW<fRS FOR TB2 

prim near FOHjra-r- — 


EXODUS 

-"-IT h* Otff, r«» Holiday ^ 



1 Leaders in small group walking & discovery holidays, biking adventures j* 
“ 8 overland expedttfons worldwide -5 

I 9 Weir Road, London SW1 2 OLT. 0181 673 0859. http://vnvw.exodustravelwo.uk - 



S nanjr odw itpo a mora. 
your loot InlqMndaittnnl _ 
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Lovely vlBas with pods, 
seaside cottages. mediaevaJ 
Ullage houses. Carefully 
selected hotels. Very 
friendly personal service. 
01424 460046 
www.corsJca .co.uk 
22- 07000 Corsica 
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JETLINE 


SPAIN •:ilr.C69 r-'-ClAO 
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GREECE S9 INDIA 20s 
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Some books 

CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE. 

This one can 

CHANGE EVERYBODY'S. 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Newspaper PuWshfcigpfc 
regrets lhat although every 
reasffiiafale precaution is taken, 

noragrorefcutycanbe 
accepted for ffights anettw 

accommcidatJwi (flared 
through Uwaa oolimns, or any 

loss arising therefram. Readere 
ae advised to take an 
necessary precaudona betare 
entering into any travel 
arrangements. 



To find out how you can join an 
Earthwatch team provid in g funds 
and assist ance on ever 130 
envir o n m ental and cultural 
projects world-wide, get the 
Earthwatch I restitute Expedition 
Guide. Call OIBiS 31 1 600 with 
your credit card or send a 
cheque for £3 JO, made payable 
Co Earthwatch, to 

earthwatch mcsposT 

OF 157, OXFORD OXJ 6 BR. 


Experience the j 

Unexpected 

Discover the unique experience 
of a small group 
adventure! 
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• Wildlife Safaris .Trekking Expeditions 

• Sailing Adventures .JtaigU Exploration 
Cultural Touring • Wilderness Experience 

For our 100 pagt cottar knefnur tail 

01252 344161 

Pt/joe tjvoir Rrfermte SI 


nd'.i&iS5SS8WiW« _ 

| Adnotunxia 5 Intorartlng IkMI 

days In Indian Himalayas. 

trakkhTij, mounts*) Mdnfl. *n«or- 

cydlng. Yoga. wHdltowars, oaal- 
oof. Joep safartw. Himalayan 
FoUnwyo 01323 4Z2 213 
| SKYHQS Tho HoflMc Experience, 
hr Graeco a tho Caribbean. M7t 
ZB« 3QC5 or wunvjhyros.conv 
| WALKHIG a CYCUNO In undbeov- 
ered Europe. Fine food, hand- 
ptakad tiMBls. nstdent value lor 


\umam. KB*r with pool*, rauidr 

l conaju. motmi om axberga and 
mlith hatdj, jdtaJinNU 
•WMknat'kalUaft. 

0181 995 9323 

mu Tibi nniffiMA 


BUNQAU3W4 APT- pool Stfa rtiw. 

boach. naval halp. 01 G24 B36E80 
RY/DRIVE CORSICA. Direct nghu 
Irom Ntencftastar/Gatwlck. ■feDor 
made holidays to coastal and 
mountain npta. a hotels. For a 
brochure ring (01942) 240 310. 
Ihttp'-i/wwe-ribholsxojilil VLB 
HoBdays Lid. ATTO. ATOL 1403. 
12337 


monoy prices. GufeNd 4 Mepan- EXCEL choice of 30 hotels, apt*, 
dent eholWB-bags moved lor fly drive, car tcure, direct f&ghts. 
. Headwater (OlGOfl) B13330 Contact your agent or Uw Core 1 - 


Earthwatch 

institute 


• VRHdwvde 
m. GUI l UQ. 
xdare.co.ttt 
XTOl 2595 


AJ70 2412 ATOL 
| LATIN AMERICA . Fits and tallor- 
made hoadays. tx» value satvice 
and ehoks. Journoy Latin Amer- 
ica 0181 747 3108 or 0181 B32 
1441 for your free magazine 8 
broch. ABTA V2S22 ATOL 2828 
A (TO SelesStMmeytaUrMmer 
toLCOJJk 


can Bpocle H sI Tourisme Verney. 
0171 48£ 8877. Fully banded. 
ABTA W080Z, ATOf.3284. 


Germany 


Cruises 


lOnHcrHsUreit 


FINDING SOLUTIONS FOR A SUSTA INABLE FUTURE 


| WORLDWIDE CRUISES Free itor 
«tti lOtte ol F*t* oBem. Coa iha 
experts 0181 «4S 0*45. 


BLACK FOREST, Baverla. BM & 
aiao Snftzortand 8 austria. HoMs 
(CiBpp) Aportments from E286 
pw. Auto Plan 01 E43 257777 
! GERMANY • DoSy km cost IUgM& 
and hotd accommodation. All 
major credit cords. PI none colt 
German Travel centre OiBi 4» 
2000. ABTA ATOL 2077 IATA. 
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Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST 8 
Slovakia. Central pensions, 
hotels 8 opts. Czochera (01706) 


PRAGUE. Budapest, Vienna, Bertn 
& Krakow: Low hoM prices from 
£14 pp 8 mghts Irom 
ElSaOnc-tox) (Agent ATOL 1245). 
Sumner Chalets m Stoventa, Slo- 
valda 8 Czech from E217 par 
vreek. AulD Plan 015432S777 


POUVNG Self catering, BSa travel 
rakow Si 


& car hire. Kra)a»w 
SBe&kmV«as: 01B1 8063755. 


Italy 


iCrrAiiA's /my 


Offering you all 
that is best m 
nMYfbrover 
70 years. 


Fomcaprafaur 1998 
Mob or CSrjiiatij BhjcJuiq 
phoea fMdflg Ibf. JNDI 8 


01235 824354 

( Italia 
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TUSCANY. UMBRIA 
VENETO-COMO 
! NEAPOLITAN RIVIERA 
ViQas 

7 , 7 7 

For 1998 Brochure Call 
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viflor and apartments 
in ludyh prttotst rtfioat. 

NIH CDIOUR MKK9IBIE IUNC 
(0990) MJ683 QUOTE 158 

VACANZE IN riAUA 
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See our new 1998 brochure for bargain 
city breaks starting at just £369. 
Alternatively, you may wish to take a 
special twin centre city break to Moscow 
and St Petersburg, or a river cruise from 
£999. In 1998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the 

specialist, Intourist Travel. 

Cali us now for more details. 


LOWpON Manchester GLAsr»nuf 

0171 538 5600 0161 834 0230 0J4UQ45809 
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TUSCANY UMBRIA 

& Coastal Regions in Italy 

tafiam- Prime Wbs 
& Fatntaea nttb 
SstaialneRMb 
mswuUiTOouic. 
EodtarflBMcMgc 
kwcdoIt dedwtth 
Aewaeriiifltca- 

NOW 



fTRADITIONAL^ 
TUSCANY 



Atnamn «mtkank country 
bouses and cornea- Some poofa- 
HjORENtTNEHIlISSKNA 
UMEKIAN BORDER. LEMARCHE; 
Easter AaaflaUitty 
Tel 0181 297 1470 
Faamfe 0181 2978093 


~ — SIMPLY 

uscan\ 

"" y/r\ I i ri;; 


Traditinnal country rSo- 

ifi 


intimate bomb and JlaMi 
Jtf-irifeluBdaos. 

‘Grand Tottriug’ and PcfufieR ' 
haBday;phnt}wibmth/» 
Flora a, VtmctaudlSm*. 

0181 995 9323 
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Qd«, Ceartryade K best * 
-thoinpbfesdBtin. 
Pm#> tnsfa, bdu 

Apfivkos opartBHfe ootl I 


Mfel 707 8795 


24 HOURS 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Very apecM 
farmhouses, visas 8 Apis In 5 
around enctienilnd nndteual Sen 
Gfrnlgn an o between Florence & 
Siena. 1088 tench. 0181-422- 
9218 


SUNVtL DISCOVERY RertbtaJy- 
drlvea to Tuscany S. Umbria. 
Character SB accom. Pfua Stcfly, 
(okas and CRfas. 0181 8474748 . 
ATTO ATOL 006. 


TuSCANY/StCIIX Select proper- 
tias In sxcaBflnt tocabom, poob 

etc. Col Brochure 01539 431 120 

ABTA V7333.’ 


LAKES MOUNTAINS 8 BEACHES. 
WWoranoB of hotB» & self cater- 
ing throughout ftafy Incl n dlnB 
Elba & SMy at very. reasonaWa : 
prices. Aulo Plan .01543 257777 . 


hotels apis, fly drive, carted*, 

j. Contact y 


LAKE GARDA A 
Itetate, slao 

01 329 844405 AiTO 
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VENICE: VENETIAN APART- 
MENTS Dais ar- range of private, 
apa tn laL Also Florenca. Roma. 
Verona-Vanato. . Tbt . 0161 
8781130. Fete 0181 1 




SAROlNIAiSlClIYExcaL Choie* M 


_ .. . lyooranant 

or the MetLapsetaflM TOwlama 
VOmey 0171 495 8877. FaBy 
bonded ABTA V6882JOm328« ; 


ATASTEOFTUSCANftVBtes.ee*- 
leges and apartments: For 

frochurw caSTaBot N negaTouri 

0(10181 201 14S0 
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APULIA / CALABMA 8k*(, ^AmaW, 
SanSnla the wnderiid South- 
Unique Tran iwnei, castles, 
Agrflourfsm, farms vfltes/poow 
hotete 01884 722193 AITO ATOL 
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CYCLING A WALKING In undscov- 
ared Tuscany h Umbria.'. Otert 
tood. hiencey hotels, bagsmoved 
ATOL 2412 AITO. M HeedwatW - 
07100(9813342. 


tf.-v' 


■ J- ! 






- rHii^ir r7rw «« ivainc uaew v ‘ 1 

■ Chonetng <n oi* uuuni * IWI. ue3 ~ n , 

n.- n.-n^fr-w Pisuwnt : ** 



r ■ 















5/THE FULL SHEFFIELD 


rue stories from 

naked city 


>r 


Sheffield’s new airport opens to 

commercial flights on Monday, placing 

- , the dty of the Full Monty on the 
international tourism arena. A fully 
p d °thed Bob Carter offers a guide 

- side of Sheffield, a Shoes ; rm in the "* 

mains 6f heavy industry nib shoulders withal!, !f‘rS. th c re ' 

®“ Cainelwbve seen 

! ^r«In now « * Sheffield's turn. 

wtSiv dBeW « t °iS lSt mformatio n office to see if they 
a^mig to offer. “We haven't, but there are people look* 

’ feMfi? iane ’ ^o gives me the number of Destina- 
bon Sheffield, a non-profit, grant-aided company set up by 
stakeholders m the city including the university and varied 
commerce and tourism interests. 

-WeVe had a couple of enquiries about Full Monty tours 
hut asfaras 3am aware there are no official ones,™ they say. 

Strange. Yorkshire people have long known that where's 
there s film, there’s brass. Farther north you no longer move 
between town and district; you take your tour through Her- 
nott Country, stop and admire Bronte Country and take a trip 
to the Sixties in Heartbeat Country. So what about Montyland? 

- 'Which is how I end up by the canaL The Sheffield and Tins- 
ley Canal reaches the very centre of the dty, an area that used 
to be pretty much derelict and was called, not unreasonably, 
the Canal Basin. It’s now Victoria Quays, where the city’s old- 
est surviving factory has become a “pleasant pub for nice peo- 
ple”, or some such slogan. So far as business is concerned, it 
stands alone on the waterfront beside yet-to-be-let railway arch 
shop units. It’s all restored and shines too brightly, with its 
newly scrubbed stone and painted moorings. I even suspect 
the kingfisher is in on the ploL 

Five minutes along the towpath, and it’s all changed, a be- 
^wDdering mixture of new industrial buildings and old indus- 
trial ruins, quite atmospheric and just the place to open a filnv 
Which is what they did, with Robert Carlyle balanced atop a 
sunken car. 

The canal is also where you may one day find them cash- 
ing in on The Full Monty. Boat folk are canny. Paul Grange 
is a partner in Aitken Grange Cruising Company. “We don’t 
ran a Full Monty trip; we have thought about it, and we may 
sell the trip in Sheffield as being based in the land of Monty, 
but not for this year.” 

They do offer trips and short breaks on their boat. The Tiny 
Purple. From March to October it’s a small floating hotel, eras- 
ing out of Sheffield on two- to four-day breaks, and from Oc- 
tober to mid-January as a floating, one-table restaurant offering 
a two-and-a-half-hour trip with a three-course meal from £15 
a head. 

“The film 1 think was excellent”, says Paul “It captured 
the essence of Sheffield in its way. Especially the canal scene 
where the guy walks past with the dog. That was totally co- 
incidental. You could not get anything more natural than that-” 

Natural maybe, but for a tourist on The Full Monty trail, a 
man and a dog would not be enough. Where were the strip- 
pers to be found? “Male strippers?” asks Paul “I don’t know.” 
TOis voice brightens: “I do know where there are a lot of fe- 
male strippers - some of the local pubs." So I try one, just around 
the corner from Sheffield United's Bramall Lane ground. 


Here, Jean, in exchange for a vodka and Coke, proffers 
(he information that South Yorkshire really docs have male 
and female strippers, in a pub in Barnsley, and it costs only 
£1 to get in. Joanne (half of lager) thinks male stripping is. 
frankly, a bit passg. Fabian was doing it in a Sheffield night- 
club, and going ah the way, long before the film came out. 
Obviously I’ve chosen the wrong pub. 

Time, then, to return to the real locations: let’s try the ex- 
teriors first, where the characters exercised. Hiking my trusty 
A to Z I set off for Parkwood Springs. No luck; no middle- 
aged men in ill-fitting tracksuits here; but on this damp win- 
ter Saturday it was crowded with people - skiing. Just out of 
sight of fOxngoers throughout those sequences is Europe's 
biggest artificial ski resort, and a clim b or a ski-lift to the lop 
rewards you with the best view over the city. 

But no sign of The Full Monty here. Nor at the old Langsett 
School, which doubled as a school from the outside and job chab 
inside, fort ofltisnowthe Sheffield Boxing Centre, from which 
a group of young men with short haircuts and long arms emerged. 
I wasn't going to ask them where I could look at naked men. 

A short drive to the aptly-named Grimesthorpe area (yet 
to fall victim to the passion for renaming that has overtaken 
this city), and you can find, on Idsworth Road, the exterior 
of the “club" in which the troupe performed. Now those in- 
verted commas denote that it is not a club at all; a former cin- 
ema, casino and bingo hall is now The Inter Home Furniture 
Warehouse. 

It’s run by the Masoud family, and Rasab took me round. 
Fascinating as beds, sofas and even their own little furniture 
factory are, they are not The Full Monty. 

By now it is getting dark, and still no Monty. But 1 have 
one big chance: Shiregreen Working Men’s Club. Inside the 
club, on a weekday at 10am, an audience of women dub mem- 
bers saw from the front what cinema-goers only saw from the 
rear the final, all-out strip. 

Secretary Terry Green takes me round: to the bottle store 
which became a dressing-room, white paint covered with film- 
makers' grime for more northern realism; to the toQets. es- 
sential of course to any modern British film; and then to the 
committee room - not in the film - for a chat. 

lb the people of that area, he says, the desperate measures 
of the unemployed were a reality. It seems a million miles from 
the go-ahead optimism presented a couple of miles away by 
Sheffield's marketing arm. The divide, he concludes, is get- 
ting wider. Downstairs an insistent bass sound heralds the ar- 
rival on stage of that night’s turn. At last, I think, a chance to 
see the real Full Monty. But it's just a duo wjtb a keyboard, 
pretty good in their way, but not Lhe Monty experience I am 
seeking. And they’ve even covered up the gold curtains the 
film crew left behind. 

I get a bus back into town, and suddenly I am safely back 
in Sheffield, tourist town, with the restored Lyceum Theatre 
s hining in the floodlights, the Crucible Theatre next door, and 
the wonderful R uskin Gallery. I walk past the inspiring Vic- 
torian town ball (soon to be incorporated in a new develop- 
ment with an offshoot of the Victoria & Albert Museum) past 
the imposing dty hall and into what is now known as the Devon- 
shire Quarter, where Saturday night is in full swing, shirt-sleeved 
queues spilling out of bars, cates and clubs. I fall into the one 
without a queue and order a beer, as a jazz trio ploughs through 
Summertime , taking 24-bar solos each. And so my search for 
The Full Monty ends. 

As a footnote, for those who really want to discover 
Sheffield’s industrial heritage, a visit to Kelham Island Industrial 
Museum would save a lot of shoe leather; it shows the huge 
industrial achievements of big men with larger-than-life 
dreams and even bigger machinery. And it doesn’t skip the 
cost to the workers, either. 

Sheffield Tourist Information Service ( 0114-273 4672); Aitken 
Grange Cruising Company ( 0114-243 0964 or 0802 471100): 
Kelham bland Museum, Abna Street, (0114-2722106); Sheffield 
Ski Village, Vale Food, Parkwood Springs (0114-276 9459); In- 
ter Home Warehouse, Idsworth Road ( 0114-244 4440); Shire- 
green WMC Shiregreen Lane (admission to members and CIU 
affiliate members only, 01 14-249 2214). 










Raw power: The Full Monty* has put the Steel City on centre stage 


Photograph: Peter Byme/GuzeJran 


FROM AMS TO SZD: THE CITY OF STEEL GETS AIRBORNE 


You can fly to Sheffield City Airport from 
anywhere you want, so long as it’s Amsterdam. 
KLM uk (0990 074074) is starting with three 
daily services during the week, with one on 
.Saturday and two on Sunday. The main target is 
likely to be business travellers; you can’t help 
wondering about their reaction to the sight of 
Doncaster and Rotherham as they make their 
final descent to the dty of steel. 


It would not take a cynic to say that the hst 
thing Sheffield needs is an airport, what with 
Leeds/ Bradford one way, and East Midlands 
the other along the Ml. This, though, makes 
the site ideal, at least to Jon Home, the 
airport's managing director, four miles from the 
centre of Sheffield, five minutes from the Ml. 
and a 45-minute drive for four million people - 
if they don't all try to do it at the same time. 


He’s come up from London City Airport to 
run this place, unkindly described as a tin hut 
on a slag heap, more kindly thought of as a 
small to medium terminal on a reclaimed area 
of open-cast mining. Sheffield, Home says, with 
campaigning zeal, is the fourth largest dty in 
England, and until now, the biggest city in 
Europe without its own airport. Now “SZD", 
as It will appear on tickets, takes its place in 


the OAG Pocket Flight Guide, its single service 
squeezed between Sharurah (Saudi Arabia) and 
Shehdi (Ethiopia). 

The vision includes an adjacent business 
park, but at present the nearest building is 
large and dirty, with Iocs of pipes and a smoky 
chimney. An interesting welcome for the first 
airborne overseas visitors. 

Bob Carter 
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Gallery of sounds 




Primus Easter Bonnet (Comet*) 

This new creation is a cross between Primus 'fenefla and Prunus 
Gtandiriosa (Afbo Plena) and has produced the best dwarf 
towering Almond knownto man. Pink flowera are prodm^in 
March aid Apia The blossom wB last much lunger than omer 
varieties of flowering Almond. Fiffl^areproclu^as*nffljias 
Rxsufife wflft wwy mMmare of stem smothered. UrSa dftar 
flowering Almonds, flowers are pnxkjced°nft5tyrarbranch» 
FtowHS ae teBvlly scanted and are exceBert for cut flowws. After 
TS5K«SI»S0lD«*ni-ilonta-(l«r 

tfe 0UTD0S8. Haff a dozen branches rerraved per year lor the vase 

(Wfl &$t two weeks) wffl stimulate even more new branches.^ 
Pnmus Effltar Bonnet ally reaches a dense bushy 4 fool shrub 
and is Kftcd not only for the patten but for cot<an8t V A s ^ P brit 

Zgon Suopfiari as a conlainw pnwn plant wifi 4+ shMts. 

Thbofantis the best new introduction seen toryeare. 



David Wilson previews the National 
Centre for Popular Muac in 
Sheffield, a Lottery-funded project 
devoted to *the most popular 
art form in the world*. 

Hip-hop, trip-hop, ambient, house, garage, big 
beat, breakbeat, rap: pop, it seems, is constantly 
expanding. So the plan to establish the world’s 
first centre for popular music, in Sheffield, may 
seem ambitions. Three years ago, while the 
centre’s future was still uncertain, the Arts 
Council finally recognised pop as an art form. 
This allowed the organisers to apply for and win 
an film Lottery grant. 

“We were ecstatic,” says Tim Strickland, 
creative director. “And relieved, for an hour, then 
it finally sank in - the thought of the enormous 
amount of work ahead.” 

Regardless, the National Centre for Popular 
Music is well on its way and should open this year. 
Sheffield is a fitting location because it has an 
impressive music heritage (Human League, 
Baby Bird, Palp), some architectural grace, and 
a lively entertainment scene. In a word, it’s hip. 

■The centre is still under construction but 
already looks extraordinary. It comprises four 
vertical cylinders, aptly made from Sheffield steeL 
One cylinder is intended as a soundscape audi- 
torium with 200 seals, dedicated to a 3D sound 
experience of remarkable purity. The second will 
relate the history of popular music and explain 
bow it affects our lives, focusing on landmarks 
such as Band Aid. The third will concentrate on 
the science of mixing music, and the fourth will 
stage visiting exhibitions and other events such 
as record foils and fan-club conventions. 


Martyn Ware, a member of the techno god- 
fathers Heaven 17, and a producer of artists 
including Tina Turner and Erasure, says; “It’s a 
fantastic idea. A centre that appreciates and 
celebrates tbe most popular art form in the world 
today has long been overdue. It will allow 
everyone access to an unprecedented depth and 
breadth of information about popular music.” 

Everyone will be able to get at least a taste 
of the sounds on offer. It will be possible to walk 
in from the street and experience some outer 
installations for free. Throughout, the environ- 
ment is designed to meet the needs of all 
visitors, including those with mobility, sensory 
and learning impairment 

Chief executive Stuart Rogers stresses that the 
venture will have a rumbustious side: “We are 
keen to preserve the outrage of pop because that’s 
always been a part of it, ever since Elvis.” 

This should convince most groups that in- 
clusion is an accolade, rather than the kiss of 
death. 

“We are at pains to balance out the Anglo- 
American bias in pop music,” Rogers adds. 
“Modem ambient uses lots of styles of musk: from 
different cultures - or, if you look at reggae, it 
has permeated a whole range of styles, includ- 
ing rap, which is seen as American, whereas in 
fact it’s Jamaican." 

In the light of the Britsh Tburist Authority’s 
Rock & Pop Map of Britain, published this week 
(free from travel information centres, or call 
01271 336083), the centre looks set to become 
an instant hit: at least 2,000 visitors a day are 
anticipated once it is established. 

For more information, call 0114-279 8941 or visit 
the website at httpifwww. ncpnLsyJpacer.co.uk 
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The extraordinary oversubscription 
of British Airways’ “New York for 
£14” deal that lasted for about three 
nanoseconds last Wednesday 
demonstrates our collective soft spot 
for a bargain. Yet while the phones 
were overheating, I was trying to 
find something much more mun- 
dane: a flight between London and 
Glasgow for this weekend. And, in 
doing so, 1 discovered that the Inter- 
net provides more than a new means 
of communication; it also gives new 
me anin g to phrases such as “cheap- 
est fare”. 

British Midland's Cyberseat ser- 
vice claims to be the world's first 
Internet booking service where you 
can pay by credit card. What could 
be better than buying a ticket with a 
few keystrokes, safe in the knowl- 
edge that the screen had promised 
the cheapest fare available? 

For a start, phoning British Mid- 
land reservations. On screen, I was 
assured that the lowest return fare 
for this weekend was £109. “Total 
price.” promises the screen, until you 
get to the point of paying, when £10 
tax suddenly appears. 

Call me sceptical, but I was uncon- 
vinced that £1 19 was the lowest fare 
available (after ail, that represents 
eight-and-a-balf holidays in New York 
with the BA deal). The century-old 
technology of the telephone to the 
rescue. “London to Glasgow? That’ll 
be £94." (Including tax:) 

British Midland says its Internet 
system is directly connected to the 
reservations ma infram e, and it must 
have been a momentary marketing 
blip (see also the BA New York of- 
fer) that made the £94 fare avail- 
able. So 1 tried the next day, and 
the next, with the same result. Fi- 
nally I found myself in the peculiar 
position of trying simultaneously to 
book a seat on a plane on the Inter- 
net and on the telephone (less 


straightforward than it sounds). As 
the reservations agent was saying 
"£94”, the screen was insisting £25 
more. 

In the end I called ScotRaO and 
bought a return ticket on the sleep- 
er, for a more modest £79 - £40 less 
than if I’d trusted the Internet. 

Raikrack also has a website, and 
a bandy one it is, too. Bather than 
wrestling with the 2,000 pages of 
the National Rail timetable, it can 
instantly find a way from Penzance 
to Perth or from Ramsgate to Rhyl. 

What it doesn't tell you is how 
(un)reliable the trains are. I found 
out the exasperating way, when a 
short trip from Whlsali to Birming- 
ham took nearly twice as long as h 
should have, successfully obliterating 
any chance of connecting. In the 
generous amount of time I had 
hanging around New Street station 
(not a habit to be recommended), 
there is opportunity to study the 
poster of punctuality figures for Cen- 
tral Trains - yes, I was at a really 
loose end - which show the sad fact 
that on a return journey you are 
more likely than not to be at least 10 
minutes delayed. 

Birmingham New Street is al- 
ready the worst place in Britain to 
change trains: another great con- 
course discovery was that you have 
to allow IS minutes to change trains 
here, three times longer than most 
stations. If New Street is the central 
nervous system for Britain's rail- 
ways, then it appears to have had a 
lobotoray. 

The whole business of travelling 
by rail is so complicated that you 
need all the help you can get. Rail- 
track obliges with handy posters at 
Paddington station announcing Im- 
partial Advice. The reason is that 
several destinations are available 
from both Paddington, on Great 
Western, and Waterloo, on South 
West Trains. After reading the 
poster, only a fool would go from 
Waterloo to Exeter by South West 
Trains: the day return fere is 
£121.60. 

An outrageous amount for a 
three-hour journey; thank goodness 
it isn’t true. The fares from Waterloo 
and Paddington are exactly the same, 
a (still immodest) £82. Is it a coinci- 
dence that Paddington, in whose 
ticket office the poster is displayed, 
is the main base of Great Western 
Trains? 
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Lake land; the tower of the Bell of Wishes dominates tiny Bled Island 

Time for Bled 


Photograph: Phil Robfnson/RHPL 


What’s Croat for TH have 
another one please? 
David Sims finds oat 
as he sips his way 
around Slovenia 


S ince 1992, each 
year we have sent 
many hundreds 
of travellers to 
Northern Cyprus. 

For a company such 
as ours, it is the 
most perfect place to 
offer our discerning 
diems, and when 
describing its 
attractions it is in 
fact easier to list 
what you will not 
encounter \bu will 
not find Northern 
Cyprus in the large 
tour operator’s 
brochures and 
consequently the 
number of visitors is relatively small and 
the tourism development limited. 

For some the lack of dev elopment is a 
minus, whilst for others it will be ihe 
strongest reason for travelling there. In 
many ways the atmosphere is similar to 
that you would have experienced in 
Mediterranean resorts some 30 to 40 years 
agp before the advent of the package tout 
ii, like us. you are attracted by places 
which still have a natural charm, warm 
and friendly inhabitants, quiet beaches 
and ancient sites where you may be the 
only visitor then Nonhern Cyprus might 
be the ideal place for you. 

THE ONAR VILLAGE 

Of course you wifi not find a string of 
deluxe resort hotels, smart shops and all 
that tourism developers feel are essential for 
today's traveflet Wnai you will find is a 
number of small attractive owner-managed 
horels scattered in and around Kvrenia and 
along the coast. For our pan we believe the 
Onar Village to be the best, located on a 
hillside about a mile outside of Kyrenia, 
there are lovely views over the town towards 
die sea and of the moun tain*; do the rear 
The property offers the choice of hotel 
rooms with private balconies or spacious 
villas which are scattered throughout the 
gardens. The villas each have a sitting 
room, dining 3rea . kitchen, bathroom and 
bedroom as well as a large private patio. 
Facilities include a swimming pool, 
poolside bat; restaurant and library. With a 
total capacity of 70 or so guests, even 
when fully’ booked the Onar Village 
remains peaceful and uncluttered. 

WHEN TO TRAVEL 

Our arrangements differ from season id 
season. Bar instance in the cooler Spring 
and Autumn we offer the choice of a guided 
7 night tour (Kyrenia & Beyond) which 
includes excursions each day to ancient 
Greek and Roman sites. Crusader castles, 
abbeys and churches as well as the does of 
Nicosia and Famagusta. Each departure is 
accompanied by a guest lecturer; and if the 
party' exceeds 15 travellers, a tour manager 
will escort the group. Also during this nme 
we operate a 7 night walking tout 
Alternatively, you may wish to hire a car and 
arrange your own excursions. 

In the hoc summer months of June, 
July <Sr August we offer 7 or 14 nigbr stays 
at the Onar Village. These are essentially 
relax, read a book and potter round in a 
self drive car holidays. 



During the winter months from 
November to March we offer 7 or 14 night 
winter breaks at attractive prices. 
Temperatures particularly in November and 
March can be surprisingly high, reaching 
into the high sixties ana low seventies, 
whilst in the mid-winter the daytime 
high will be around 55 to 60 degrees. 


A 7 Night Visit to the Castles, 
Abbeys and Ancient Sties 

with a Guest Lecturer 

Day 1 London Heathrow to Efcvi by 
early afternoon Cyprus Turkish Airlines 
(light via Izmir Drive to the Onar Village, 
Kyrema for a 7 night stay. 

Day 2 Kyrenia. Drive to Kyrenia for a 
walking tour of this beautiful old port. See 
the Castle with its unique Shipwreck 
Museum, the Anglican Church, the Folk 
Museum and Icon Museum. Afternoon at 
leisure. 

Day 3 St Hilarion/Nicosia. Drive to die 
1 1th cenrury Si Hilarion Castle. The view 
of Kyrenu and the coastal plain is stunning 
from here. Continue io Lefknsa (Nicosia); 
walk around the city visiting the Gime 
Gate, Venetian Column, the Buyuk Khan 
(a 16th century’ innl. the Sdimiye Mosque 
l formerly St Sophia CarfaediaD and a 
traditional Turkish house. 

Day 4 5 »alami«^famagus ta. Morning drive 
to St Barnabas Monastery which contains a 
collection of icons. Then continue to the 
most important ancient ate of Sala nus . a 
former capital of Cyprus. After lunch enter 
the old walled city of Gazimagusa 
(Famagusta! visiting Lola Musrapha Pasha 
Mosque, the Othello Tower and ruins of 
die Ibneaan Rriace. 

Day 5 Soli (sc \buni. Drive west to 
Guariywt (Morphou) surrounded by 
orange groves and market gardens. Visit 
the Museum and Monastery of St Mamas. 
Continue to the 5th century BC Palace of 
Vourti: there are breathtaking views of the 
sea and the Troodos mountains. Descend 
to the ruins of Soli, a Hellenistic and 
Roman city, famous For its 17 tier stone 
seared theatre and mosaic Door in the 5ch 
century Basilica. 

Day 6 Tnkomo/Kanrara, Drive to Iskele 

CUffromo); visit Paiuyia Thropokns 
Church, (early 12ih-l5th century) and 
then climb to the Crusader Kanrara Castle, 
high on a ridgg with dramatic views. 


Day 7 Beflapais. * 
Visit nearby 
Brikpais Abbey, a 
magnificent 13th 
century ruin in the 
village where 
Lawrence DundL.- 
■wrote "Bitter " 
Lemons". Afternoon 
free for relaxing or 
shopping. 

Day SErtan to 
London Heathrow. 
Morning departure to 
London, arriving in 
the early afternoon. 

Departures: 
Apnl May. 
September and 
October 
Prices Per Person: 

From £749 in a twin bedded hotel room 
(single room supplement £95) and from 
£789 sharing a villa. 

fffater m Supreme 

Take advantage of the special winter air 
fores and low season hotel rates available 
from November through to March, based 
on a seven night stay on half board. 

Prices Per Person: 

From £439 in a min bedded hotel room 
single room supplement £75) and from 
£463 sharing a vjDa. 

K&amer m 

Too hot for some, but if you like the 
high temperatures of the summer in the 
Eastern Mediterranean the following will 
be of Interest. The month of June will be 
the cooler of the three summer months. 

\bu have the choice of half board 
arrangements in the hotel or room only in 
a villa. Special car hire rates are available 
from £126 per week. 

Departures: 

June, July and August. 

Prices Per Person: 

From £495 in a twin bedded hotel room 
(single room supplement £75) and from 
£465 sharing a villa. 



FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Please telephone 0171-409 0376 

(7 days a week during office hours). 
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1 1 CHARLES S7RJET, MAYM*. LONDON W1X 81£ 
TBffHOre 0171-4090376 fACSMOf 0171-409 0634 
24 HOUR BROCHURE ANSWBWONE 0171-355 1424 
WOL3108 ABTAV321X 


Jan is Fajifar drives an old yellow Zastafa 
750 motorcar. It spluttered and hiccupped 
its way up the steep hills around Bled. He 
was taking me to Bled Castle for a better 
view of the oval, emerald-greea lake and 
the Baroque church on its tiny island. 

From the castle we looked down at the 
lake. To one side is the old Bled, Austrian 
in style. On the other side are character- 
less fifties and Sixties concrete buildings. 
We could see men rowing gondolas across 
to the island church. The boatmen stand 
at the stem grasping two large, crossed oars 
and heave their burdens over the water. 

The church is small, but it still manages 
to cram in six ride chapels, a marble pul- 
pit, a high, golden altar and'several 15th- 
cenhuy frescos. “The Church ofthe Virgin 
Maria is one of the holiest places of the 
Slovene people,* 7 said Janis. 

From the church the Bell of Wishes rang 
out its doleful tones as tourists strained at 
the bell rope. “In 1809 our women saved 
the island from the French. The women 
heard that French troops were going to 
plunder the church. So they took all the 
boats over to the island. The French 
spent three days finding other boats - and 
then they rowed themselves to the island. 
But they realised that they should not touch 
the gold and silver. So they said that every- 
thing in the church belonged to the 
French government, but it should not be 
removed. Later, a piece of folk theatre was 
played all over Austro- Hungary called The 
Courageous Women of Bled , as a symbol 
of resistance against the French.” 

I needed courage of a different sort the 
the next day. Practising Croal for Til have 
another one please" at the bar of the Pri 
P laniadB had seemed amusing at the time, 
but the resulting hangover was brutaL We 
set off for Radovljica in search of a cure. 

The village has a crumbling charm, its 
medieval houses decorated with frescos of 
the area’s history. Although the paint is 
peeling and the colours are fading, I 
wasn't disappointed - and I found some- 
thing of a hangover cure in the excellent 
bar, Gostilna Lector, where mushroom 
soup was served in a hollowed -out loaf of 
bread. Here Janis and I parted company. 
I gave his car one last push and made for 
the train to Ljubljana. 

five minutes from the transport hub of 
Ljubljana, colour smacked me in the 
eyes: the pink Franciscan Church of the 
Annunciation, the cream and burgundy 
geometric patterns on the Co-operative 
Bank, the Italianate pharmacy where I 


bought aspirin folded into white paper. 

It is said that wherever you go in the 
world you will meet kids wearing Michael 
Jackson T-shirts, and Coke concessionaires 
doing a roaring trade. Before too long 
you’ll also be able to have a perfectly pulled 
pint of Guinness. There is an Irish bar in 
Ljubljana. A new friend, Rok, took me to 
Patrick’s. I was the only Irishman there, 
and this was the place to be. We fell into 
conversation with the Prime Minister's sec- 
retary, then Rok introduced me to a 
young journalist who had been jailed for 
publishing a draft political plan for an in- 
dependent Slovenia in the late Eighties. 



BLED BOUND 

Getting there: The only direct 
flights between the UK and Slovenia 
are operated byAdria Airways (0171- 
437 0143), which flies non-stop be- 
tween Heathrow and Ljubljana. The 
lowest return fere is £239 before April 
(£262 thereafter), which must be 
booked one week in advance and 
should include a Saturday night. 
There are regular buses between 
Ljubljana and Bled, taking around 90 
minutes to cover the 33-mile journey. 
Further information: the Slovenian 
tourist office moved last Monday to 
49 Conduit Street, London W1R 
9FB (0171-287 7133). 


The prison sentence had led to demon- 
strations as the people of Ljubljana came 
out on to the streets to support the jour- 
nalist and his colleagues. It was this 
protest, 1 was told, that bad led to Slov- 
enia seceding from the crumbling Yugo- 
slavia. “Sfainte," I said, and raised my glass. 

1 was destined for more clinking glass- 
es the next day. Rok and I drove east to 
Jerusalem, the wine-growing region. In a 
b reath takingly beautiful village, with yel- 
low and pink buildings enhanced by the 
morning sun, we wandered into a bar which 
still had a stem Sixties motto: “You will 
enjoy yourself in our glorious people’s re- 
public”^ Heremen .m-pinstrjjped'suits 
were drinking schnapps. anefbeec- Below 
thier suits were mud-covered shoes. 
Church bells were ringing as we left; a 
bride, flanked by her supporters, was 
walking up the Tarmac road. Her husband- 
to-be was even better supported by his 
friends - one at each arm - who belped 
him out of the bar we had just been in. 

We pressed on to Onnoz, a few yards 
from the Croatian border. Here we spent 
Saturday afternoon on the terraces - 
where the grapes are grown. Outride, the 
only sound is the ldack, kiack, klack of wind 
rattles used to chase away birds. Inside, it 
is altogether more convivial: in the tiny cel- 
lar of Curin Prapotnflc we tasted a dozen 
wines of increasingly good quality, up to 
ice wine made from grapes picked in the 
depth of winter. 

That evening we were warmly invited 
to big festivities in town. My imagination 
had been fired with ideas about wine celeb- 
rations and traditional muric, so it was with 
some disappointment that we arrived at 
the Hotel Onnoz where the band was pity- 
ing Linda Ronstadt's “Blue Bayou". Far 
from celebrating Slovenia's cultural past, 
tonight we were to witness the launch of 
a new range of Renault cars. As the band 
struck up the Bellamy Brothers' “Let Your 
Love Flow" I began to make my excuses, 
only to find that I was considered to be a 
VIP. 1 gave up gracefully and spent the 
night discussing the relative merits of 
Slovene beer with an Italian ru gb y team 
- also VIPs, as it turned ont. 

Next morning, on the way to the- air- 
port, Rok took me to another village- for 
another schnapps cure. As the sun came 
out I reflected that if you have never bad 
a Saturday night on the Slovene-Croatian 
border discussing gassy beers with an Ital- 
ian rugby team, you’ve really sever had a 
Saturday night. 


A FEW DAYS AT THE PYRAMIDS 

A Long Weekend at the famous Mena Ho use Hotel at Giza 

4 nights from £395 J™!;. have fell facilitie s and are air 


1 here are few hotel locations in the world that can 
beat the Mena House at Giza with its dramatic views 
ofthe Pyramids and nearijyCrealSphinjt. The Mena 
House has played host to many of the roost impor- 
tant personages of the last century including mem- 
bers of the royal families of .Europe, politicians 
such as Churchill, stars from Hollywood as Chaplin, 
besides being the headquarters for Allied Chief of 
Command during the last war. The hotelaoeommo- 
dab on is laid out in a circle and in Che middle are 
beautiful grounds withaswimming pool and palm 
trees, where you can be sitting and believing foraJl 
the world thatyouam man oasis and that you have 
the Pyramids all to yourself. 

This is a unique opportunity at a tariff which is at 
a fraction of the normal to sec one of the wonders 
of the work! and in some comfort with travel 
provided by British Airways scheduled non-stop 
flights to Cairo, 4 nights accommodation at the 
Mena House Hotel on a room and breakfast basis, 
visits to the Pyramids, Sphinx, and the Treasures of 
Tutankhamun at the Egyptian Museum, with op- 
tional visits to Alexandria. There is also an oppor- 
tunity to see the fantastic spectacle of a sound and 
light performance set against the Great Sphinx. 



THE MENA HOUSE HOTEL 
This four-star hotel is ideally located close to 
the Pyramids at Giza. Today the hotel has 
magnificent facilities including a fine restau- 
ra/it lounges* bars, terraces and swimming 


r* fUil facilities and are air- 

DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 
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Special Interest Holiday 


ESCAPE MOW 

moke the dream a reality 

ASIA, AFRICA * 
THE AMERICAS 


Bangkok! 


SAMXfS. RAFTING. JUNGLES 
OVBUnHNG ROM 05 KK DAY 

FBSC BROCHURE 

1370 6845 

* w *»-moounlBMB.uir 


France 


FRENCH 



Prance 


Greece 


Villas & 


FREE en route hotel 

-Ceael ft soiertry 
■■my uttb pools 


□ Afflcii 



MANY WFTH POOLS -lOWSTO CHOOSE FROM 
TTOOUCSHOUT FRANCE • CHlDRail»fflB»6FRE 


TOffiui 0113 2050 200 


QUOTE HffrWWOI 




.*■» VOUCH UP 
1 .-v TOTHE r“. 

V--- REAL 

y GREECE v‘. ; 

* N£9 DESTINATIONS *; 

-JSotBuUem Cm* r 

» V&tillJttJ on Zakymhoi 
wesMtioreitoewtiodSWWi ' 
reapsonftnfa&HatlLem- s? 
, parga Hritaxto trd ZotyMws - ; 
> anflcrsinoei*r*r9opoto®»g & 
MBdouelnieeroeondHoM. 

_• some nafdous off LeRsdo t-.; 

endnmcnfcwddngeki /«■ 
• ■ Unooe. OurWfcnaHto :\g 
. ftapame n aowan / : 3 
■*.- ophooeaflowv 
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25 S 3 ESS 

1? 01439 S78567 
Fax 01489 S77872 


SHS^ 


^-^’yiLLAGES 

Go with the experts 
in self Aiwa, seif catering 
tonify hofiday bn n Engpe 

<tR seeming gd, Hnen»^ tamh. 
Mb dubs, baa and NEtanrto tor In 
My hofcSy Ml new k/get 
Wtor* Oordop* *• Mode*. We 
South of France, Spain, Hofard. 


Onteaux* Was & Farm Houses, 
many wsti poois 

• Corteges ■ Studios * Apartments 
-FamSy Hotels -Mottle Homae 

• Bed ft BraeJdne: • Cty Breaks 

AD regions at Franco- 
Free 318 pg Colour Brochure 

Tel: 01484 682503 



Qantas 
introduces 
the Spring 
Saver Ticket, 
£ 749 * 

E.g. London - Bangkok - Sydney 
- Cairns - Singapore - London 

This Spring you can fly to Sydney, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane or 
Cairns for only £679, with a stop in Asia 
there and back. For an additional £70, 
you can fly on to two extra destinations 
within Australia. Fly out on Qantas or 
British Airways between 16th April and 
30th June. Offer doses 30th April. 

*lndades all passenger taxes on this route. AH fares 
subject to avaflabffity. Cancellation charges apply. 
Bridge The World ATOL 3096 ABTA 43I8/V8976. 

BRIDGE THE W*jRLD 


'0*242 240 310 




Comlnentil Cxnpgite Hofcdnys 

from £99 

for up to 6 people far 1 week* 


0990 134 748 

quoting rer. codu 96IDW 
c r sit reus local jg-vt 




BONNES VACANCESI 1998 
Brochure out now! Save CTs. 
book rftecturtlh owners! 550 sulf 
cornafaed ft BftB props. Travel a 
Insumncae. 01306 885S55. 

BRITTANY SOUTH. Mins from 
beach, three acre gardens, 
superb gnxre of g&es- Tel 019SM 
489220. 

Languedoc. S. Francs- Peacefully 
loaded BftB on edge ol vBtage. 
Surrounded by fields o< sunflow- 
ers ft vtaee. Views of Pyrenees 8 
Montagna Noire. Nr Cereassane- 
Open all yew. Optional hearty 
mesL fat 01903 7733*2 (En0fah 


NEWBORNE 
FRANCE SELECTION 
i DOUCE QUIETUDE A 


MOBILE HOME HOUDWS 

Offering nine high quality 
camp, sites throughout France 
New ond second hand 
homes for sole 
Tel: 01903 237809 (24hre) 
Far.- OF903 2N479 
4.9. Madeira /uenue. Vhbrthlafl. 
SeuaatefliMx 


CYCLING 


k'.'MI < M 


Hotel to hotel tours, 
with luggage carried. 

Or singe centre hofidays. 

01797 223 777 

BELLE FRANCE 

ATCL 383 ABO 


FRANCE 


800 tradhionaJ French 
homes from £500 
(per property) for two 
weeks self-catering, 
including sea crossfig. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE REF: FB09 


Jm 



SUN’SELECT VILLAS 



VINTAGE FHANC& Farmhouses 
with prtvsle poola hi hidden 
South-West. 01954 281 43T AJTO 
BWTTANY well-equipped rural cot- 
tages. 5 mis N-CossL Tbl owner 






whiciiUNSPOILT 

GREEK ISLAND 



SIMPLY 

'< Milan 


gas: 





TakeQff 



for- tkeus*r>45 of World 0|j* 

■ cm U i*S now oa: 

0345 22211 1 

Book kt| 19th ftifuartj '45 

World Offers ->-‘- ■ .■ •■'- *3 ^ 

V BRITISH AIRWAYS / 

\ The world's favourite airline f 


Fares are return from London and subiea to availability and travel periods. Travel up to end 
Mart* '98- Includes pre-pa'id cues correct at 1 4 January "98. Rome - foie El 29/tax £16, Venke 
- fare E139/tax £16, Paris - fare £58/ tax £17. For detaib see (TV Teletexr p380. your travel 
agent British Airways Travel Shop or book and pay at our Web site wwvtbritbh-airwjysxsm 


T : V tr. blf 


nKsrmrrarMBT*MM 


Phone 0171 734 7447 


However many times you 

hop across to Europe 

you're covered with our 

travel irssizrs^Kse. 
Fr0m £5^ S ®Syoar , ^^ hisur8ace 
To enrol, call between Sam Services 

amd 8pm Monday to Friday QQQQ 700 737 
to non^teiembers 


«- n^noCompromKe 


travel irjstififlNCfi 


LOT. owners otter quality tamt- 
houaes, soma «Mi pods, aieepa 
2-12, £12S/£1600 p/w 01544 
328455l 

CYCUMG FOB SOFTIES mesna 
' equlslte menus, quality hotels 
anda urrlque viomot rural France 
from • bicycle. Agent ATOL 806. 
IN: 0181 2485134. 

CYCLE TOURING bi Brittany hnm 
£190 per week. Breton BOres 
01579 350379. »ma8 bretaft- 
bBuw0c«xqpiiser«xom 
FRANCE NORtt Pao^e-Catala. 
Picardy, Parts. MoseOe, Brittany. 
Loire. Holiday homes and short 
breaks. 0121 3S3 8457 ASIA 
BRTTTANX Dordogne. Cote d'Azur 
and more Lovely VKas, many 
with pools. Suneelect VBas. 
ABTA V7278 Brochure 0161 707 
87B4- 

PROVENCE MILL VILLAGE 
HOUSE. 30nfles MetL2 double 
bore. C120- 

140ewefifyi1hk0l883S4a3Sa 
NORTHBW FRANCE 100 e o lec tnd 
coesW/country cotteges, sptet- 
moots farmhouses. From 3n« 
£194 1 £320 Inc crossing. 

Brochure 01808 734413 
NORMANDY n o a c nhrf country cctt- 
teae. Unspoilt Mafaig meo. Sips 
6/7. Due lo cancalBnon now erefl 
for Easter TM: 01 7BB 885046. 
PROVENCE ft COTE D A2JR 
Selactloo ol qusity propsrtlflefar 
4-14 people. Afl year aveBaMOty. 

jgOOtaOOOp* 01 188 4OSB20 
S.W FRANCE. Quelky vtdas ft col- 
twea. many srith pooto. Courwy- 
side - nr. beaches. FmncophBe 
Bonded. 015894 3188a 
LOT VALLET Typical houses In and 
^rouxl FumM. ffanWtttetorW7 
B61881- Faac 01747 081453. 
REAL PORTUGAL AH types of 
mtMa/holkfaya. North to South. 
Portfoflo tet 01 7478813 81. 
CEVENNES. ArcMecte ri vreld a 
cotL Sips 20. Tat 0171 4350879. 
HUNTING LODGE comteMBlyren^ 

voted, ell mod cons. S.WFrenM 
Landaa fgers. Stoops 15, 6 trad- 
moms. pooL 

acres. Internet finesLWJr^nsXn 



Overseas Travel 


~ 014! 226 2121 

DIRECT LINE) oisi 680 2121 

UNwfri,MS4 


mssti 

'u : 

^7T-37500^ 

COLUMBUS^ 



To advertise in this 
section please cal! the 
Travel Team on 
0171 293 2219. 


Tn.vvlL :nsuhaxce 


Leer mM hetdaye v £11B (to hr £79 
HM IsmVEsd Hah tr £188 ApdW 
Sum IBMi VBHDhkElBaSaa 
Ai Med. Ceneryi Cypnm, Graeco. 
em.SDeei.BMMrtc.AiBBive.efa 
ApteHtoMMlReonw M Ml 
DbctwxK FseVCNUGmupe > 


01S1 767 3030 


Germany 

Oofey hobby pate In 
HoSmd raid the Btadc Fares 
end Mom! ra c eme of Germany 

Phone 01502 502 605 


SINGLET 



Why trwiel Menel 
JofaacnrapwidiSokA. 


A|e groups 28-Syrs 
€• ©ji* . 

0181 951 2811 

Sotos 

A7OL06S»Arifcttpr 


FEET UP TO 
GERMANY, NOT FOOT DOWN 



ns* aisle 
■*e raMad. Rob £280 re fa 4 h e cat CM Mt I 


0990 332 66@ ff\ 


planning 


SCAIttOMflAN 


Greece 




CRETE, SWA7HOS, SKOPaOS. 

Pemooeflsed VIBa Holdfa*. Fre* 

car hire, selected d atefc Bwch; 
01889 877938 ATOL 2878 
nHACA • Friendy laoRf nfa »» 
ofcrtng tiwfflhx»l horn# 
fa refaring aurtoraitftn g-.By ft - 
M loeadon In unspott t* 
(mr CHnpotBfvS p riCOB e Book 

brochure + fate or fax 0090874 
31716 


beaches. Pure Crete. 

brochure cal 0181 7bU " 

ATOLAITO 


rzr^rt^, TVsvtri Ud nowfa 
aw 20lh yr 0181 940518^ A™ 
ATOL 1880 

A SwSS: 

LMkas. ZMynthos, w™ 


tty selection of pW} ™* 

aeactwWeaiwrt&emBihowa- 

Bsr ora 1098 brochure trail"” 
283 5238 Greek Options ATOL 


1 »f '^■mus \ 

* 

Britsi Alrwfs Rtfhts to H1KU 

3 or 4 Mgbtt 8 Star Hyett Hotel 

tad. BreMtfaste- FGflhfa 

and oanetare from £2d8 tae. 

Oibcibiblf Barwell 
hdupt wHh — 4, 
Ilyefrralevfaedan 

9181 ' 397 Mil J 


NISH 



MADEIRA- CAKARJES 


•undSscovemcf Span. PonugaJ w* Mac ^V nc 

OWRBrts.Rydriw, Coach 

NEW: FASCINATING RURAL CAVEHOTELS 


MUND.I COLOR 

Ol 7 r.-aza 6021/0161 848 8680 




MOJACAR - Mountebi vifage over- 
looking Mad. Del. vMe in 3 quiet 
acraa. 5 rains beach/restaraants. 
Sips 6 (3 ensults beds). Lux 
ktteh, afccan, fane, TV. HlFt, 3tar- 
recee.gdfLpooLCBOWpv.ksm- 
SepL Tal/fax ♦ 34 60 478823. 

6E MALLORCA - BeautHd WHop 
Ftaca, SaaWevm (5ton Beaches) 
3 trade. 2 baths, grdn. pooLTet 
0034 71 582326 Fee 0034.71 
842218 


CATALOWA/COSTA BRAVA Best 
selection sell canring vMas ft 
epartnranta wflh pools 6 holds. 

Sparfah Harbour 0117 986 0777. 

COSTA BRAVA/ DORADA VMss ft 

ante many whh pods. Suneafact 
ABTAV7278 Brochure 01 61 707 
8794 

ANOALUCIAN Mountain cottage. 
Stas 2/6. 5 rrdte* lo sea. own 

pooL qualhy accom. Real Spehi 
fmm £17SpW 01482 458063 
CASAS CANTABRICAS - cottage 
hoftdres in beeudful unspoR N. A 
VL Spain ft PortugaL Call: 01223 
328721 AJTO 


SOUTHERN SPAM. Property reW- 
Wftntar and Sommer e un. pbe d 

fat 01428 72782a 

MENORCA . QuW comLSbec^. 

2 both yds. nr sandy beach. Rm 
ATT. Rant fa* £585 ItntgU 0132B 
842251 

VINTAGE SPAIN: Country housw 
with pools In unspoBtarreo d 
oiri , rmmandAnefalUCfa.P1 95* 
261431 ATOL Z7S7 AIT0 ABTA 

ANDALDC1A. The Montecastteo 
Hotel ft Goff Resort 5 star luxury 
Hotel ft Apartmerasin a Beetdhd 
location 10 min irias from Jeroz 

Centre. Can BereMI Latrem OlBi 

397 4411, ABTA V201X ATOL 


to mention 


when replying 



I FALM BEACH 

^ Visir Florida's most exclusive and chic city - Palm Beach. 
^ Palm Beach offers fantastic shopping, beautiful beaches 
f- and boasts more golf courses than any other Florida city. 

• * CoS Premier Hoinftrrs fvr a Palm Beach guide and 

our full American brochure an 

01787 884031 

,.4 «*Mvo*s *mt zru 


In the quality daily market. 
The Independent is now . 
unrivalled in its proportion of 
readers that have taken a holiday 
abroad in the last 12 months 

Same V3 1997 


Azores 


E^erariftfanriBVlaSto 
nlkiE ad njbm 

HE AZORES 

Wadre praccfd leMwn 
oid-.UB&c ndayebcD 
■ fee nm UMsetonav 

led. etale-esduop 
nefatft ndtHrtuKl »»«. 

DlJv ftjNi faro Hadrons Lsfai 

81-847 4748 


CAPE COD NEW ENGLAND & VER- 
MONT Superb family resorts ft 
print* houses. BridgowaJer 
Travel ABTA V7Z7B Broch 0161 
7078794 


TakeOff 


Overseas Travel 


JORDON, EGYPT ISRAEL. SYRIA. 
DMarmada ttwrerias. Cal Desti- 
nation Rad Sea an 01 Bi 440 990Q 
ABTA VD122 ATOL 3651. 


■ me 

trip 


Manchester, G-Mex Centre 
21-22 Febntvy 1998 


lifetime? \rm INDEPENDENT ^InDEPI^PENtI 

head to 

Independent Traveller’s World ’98 

The Wbricf s most Imaginative travel companies 




Free Tkavel falks • TravM Guides • Adventure Equipment • Free Cyheicate 1 


ITW hotline - 0171-341 6691 intemet - www. itwn et com 



Choose from more than 800 Holiday Homes including 
country cottages, seaside apartments, luxury chateaux, 
Spanish casas and much much more in the best regions of 
Holiday France and Spain. 


FROM 


£171 


PER WEEK 

THAT’S FOR 4 PEOPLEI 


brochures 0990 143 537 reservations & information 0990 360 360 



ToCWK 


[BtLlP 

A 

l€6 

9 « 




Look closely. 

There are no hidden extras in 
the price of our return flights. 


AMSTERDAM hwfl£79rtn FRANKFURT fare£139m 
BB«3S< from £205 rtn GLASGOW CnanEB9rtn 
BRUSSELS fiomE79rtn NTCE irinCI25nn 

COLOGNE hrae£105rtn OSLO from CISC ret 
COPBBLAffiil fmoi£127ita PALMA ftwn£124itn 
DRESOai frwn£219foi PARK iron £69 re. 

DUBUN ftteOSnn PRAGUE fRn£195rei 
HXN BURGH* from £69 rm ZURICH fh»a30rtn 

town prices fiom Lmdon Heathrom. fnduding tua. 
Other fates are also available horn fast hEd lends, 
leeib Bradford. Teesside, Edfaburgh, Glasgow, Belfast and DubOn. 

Book by 28th February 1998. 

Travd must be completed by 2nd April 1998. 
Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 

0345 554554 

or book on the Internet httpV/wvrvLtftyhcttistimWlandJDin 


* British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


MH auM aoBMc oo sdeard flms rad fafau tn aoiMilHy 

TbwI net WMe a Sronfar rtglnsfa Rtfs pries «MJr UK rod fadgi IceM 
mis troteege mb m raqi- *<4 (hp afram faoUre rafard fa BftA 
E rt touiyi rad fitayw ar aht ubol trict twri fafc m ’VXsteL 
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8/SKIING 


Chain reaction: one 
particulargrowth 
industry on the slopes Is 
that of nannies and au 
pairs. The demand - 
comes from ski staff 
themselves as well as 
tour operators 

Slippery 
slope to job 
satisfaction 

If you've been hooked this season and want to ski all next 
winter, writes Victoria Pybus, there's a way: get-to work 



The English bartender who pulls the pints 
in Beitter, the Scotswoman who makes the 
beds in St Anton, the New Zealander who 
escorts skiers in Courchevel the Welsh chef 
in Whistler - all are part of a growing group 
who live for the winter months on the 
slopes. For many, skiing has taken over their 
lives; jobs and travel revolve around a re-' 
lum to the mountains for another season. 
For others, a winter spent working in a ski 
resort is a way to earn a little money and 
have some fun from November to April. 

The good news for those bittea by the 
ski bug is that it looks as though next sea- 
son there will be more work than ever in 
ski resorts- from chalet host to snow shov- 
eller, and from resort manager to mainte- 
nance person. One particular growth 
industry on the slopes is that of nanny, as 
ski companies seek to satisfy the demand 
for childcare in the resorts. But there is al- 
ways room for the entrepreneurwho spots 
or creates a demand and then supplies it 
Selling hot roast chestnuts in the street and 
providing refreshments to drivers stuck in 


alpine traffic jams, axe two examp l es 0 f the 
spirit of individual enterprise in action. 

With a wealth of job-see king talent out 
there, the tour companies have become in- 
creasingly choosy. The personnel depart- 
ment of Zngbams received 20,000 
applications for the current season. Accord- 
ing to Annabel Morris, the chalet person- 
nel manager, over half the applications are 
binned immediately because the forms are 
not filled in properly, or soon after, through 
lack of company and product knowledge 
at the interview stage. So get up to speed 
on your area of interest; and if passible learn 
a skill: the only area in which there is a 
shortage of applicants is for chalet cooks. 
All the more reason to start planning now. 

Au pair 

There is a regular demand for au pans in 
ski resorts- not least from instructors’ fara- 


arrange such a job on the spot, since local 
people involved in running a resort are ex- 
tremely busy during the season and need 
extra belp in the bouse and looking after 
their children. Hoteliers, especially, rou- 
tinely employ an pairs in the busy season. 


Chalet cook 

The once popular image of the chalet cook 
is that of a fun-loving, husband-bunting fe- 
male super-Sloane whose only concession 
to being abroad is to change her main catch- 
phrase from “Okay yah” to ~Qi va yah", 
is less true today. Qjalet companies are only 
too well aware that being a chalet cook and 
host calls for skil], stamina, presence of mind 
and a lot of hard work. According to one 
estimate, there are well over 5,000 chalet 
staff, most of them female, working in Eur- 
ope each winter. Although the tour com- 


start of the season in mid-December. A sur- 
prising percentage of staff fail to last the 
gruelling five-month stint of cooking, 
cleaning, budgeting, skiing and partying. 
Natural resilience may give way to a var- 
iety of aggravating factors (pining for 
partner, sacked, broken limbs or hearts, 
etc.) and cause them to leave their jobs. It 
is estimated that 25 per cent drop out in 
the first few weeks, so there is no harm in 
ringing round the companies during the sea- 
son to ask whether any emergency vacan- 
cies have come up. There have also been 
many cases where suitably skilled people 
on a siding holiday have been employed on 
the spot by making it known to the reps that 
they would be available for work. 

Disc jockey 

Because of the dominance of British and 
American popular music, it is generally 
thought chic in various European countries 
to have an English-speaking disc jockey. 
Jobs are sometimes advertised in the 
music papers, but there is scope for ap- 


proaching night-dubs direct (get the names 
out of the rid tour brochures). Keep an eye 
open for jobs in Melody Maker and Loot. 

Free enterprise 

Sid h ums think of some marvellous ways 
to keep themselves in sufficient funds to 
be able to cany on skiing throughout the 
season. Apart from the basic standbys of 
work in hotels, bars, restaurants, night-dubs, 
shops and transfer repping, there are 
plenty of opportunities for freelance snow- 
clearing, illicit ski-teaching, offering a 
baby-sitting service and doing a morning 
fresh -bread- and-croissants round for 
chalets and apartments. 

A more elaborate version of this last is 
the breakfast run. The idea is thatyou pre- 
pare and deliver breakfast to clients 
throughout the resort. You can advertise 
your service by posting photocopied sheets 
to the reps to put into the welcome packs 
given to self-catering clients. As your pub- 
licity distribution relies heavily on the 
goodwill of the reps, it is essential, as one 


ski burn put it, “to be 'm their good books 7 ’. 

Another variation is the beer run, which 
involves selling and delivering crates ofbeer 
to punters. Publicity is again managed by--, 
handing out price lists and order forms to; * 
reps and punters. Beer is then bought in^ 
the nearest hypermarket outride the resort *" 
and sold to undercut the resort super- 
markets. 

Other enterprising people have set 
themselves up as freelance photographers 
on the slopes, and even make video films 
with send- up commentaries for euthusias- ■ 
tic punters. The great thing about person- 
al enterprise in the Alps is that you can 
operate at almost any level at one end of 
the scale, selling hot chestnuts in the 
street: at the other end, setting yourself up 
as a more serious entrepreneur - perhaps . 
by ten ting a couple of chalets and going in to " 
the chalet business. 

Victoria Pybus is author of 'Working in Ski 
Resorts: Europe and North America’ (Vac- 
ation Work, £70.99). 


flies. British-based agencies that custom- 
arily bave such vacancies include Qifldcare 
International (0181-906 3116) and PEC Au 
Pairs (01630 6529S5). It is also possible to 


panics begin recruiting as early as May, late, 
last-minute and mid-season applications still 
stand a reasonable chance of succeeding. 
There are always drop-outs, right up to the 


TELs 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: SKIING, OVERSEAS, UK 


FAX: .0171 293 2505 


Skiing Holidays 



Ski Insurance 



First Choice 


FOB THE COOLEST DEAJL5 ON SNOW 

now on 0990014101 

urns an unuiDAre hl un , m n , Mr mm i«m-m 


o 


Co-op Travel 


m 

tat 


Oh tttata *• tuotBBo* SMfc * i&OMotoB tadvma to IM abna 
nfr Men » MM% f* # man. ■ I* 1> ftp am. Co* im cm m 


BELLE PLAGNE. Private <. 
Cotour TV. Dtshwashoc stupa 5. 
AafjBcsm amD Jan-Apri). 
$2KW50ptt01Z77214446 


Rntugal 



SUHVIL DISCOVERY. HexMa By- 

drives North to South. Character 

BB pouautea, Manor Ham 

Plus Azores, Madeira. 0181 847 

4748 ATTO ATOL 808 
VINTAGE PORTUGAL; Country 

Haims wtth pools In OtupoBl 

North. Ifflnhn and DourO 01854 

881431 AfTO ATXJL Z787 ASTA 


Switzerland 


S A CHALETS way na- 

il* prices from £26 OP- 
monte from <324 p». Htao 

11543857777 


MERISEL. SO H ottered Cfli. Stpa 
WH. Nr Facfltttoe. Tel Qie04 
680143 

ALPS & PYRENEES. Apartments & 
hotel* In 120 resorts. Sti-drive. 
WMm only, short breaks. 
LastengtOITf J7I 81 J I. ASTA 


Turkey 


ui'k* 


tmgtef remit 


•JRsriw ttg’pngn 


0181 995 9323 

trrarun mummo 


TURKEY AND N.CYPRUS 
Istanbul Citybreaks 

TMtor made and package Hob 


incSwntrw, Coach Tours 
artf groups welcome 

Li Tflt 0171 493 4243 i 
K Fax: 0171 493 4483 * 




Choice of travel and 
accOfnm txiation a 

amazing prices. 

BROCHURE 

0171 5W 7820 latiisH 
BEBWnOMfc 
0171 584284] 




Turkey 



Africa 


TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 

ZIMBABWE. BOTSWANA, 
NAMiSIA, ZAM3IA. KENYA 
TAN Z AM A & 

TT^. S. AFRICA 


Luxurious remote lodges. 
Wafting, canoeing, riding and 
vehicle safaris with the vwy best 
guides. Superb wfldflfe. 
Adventure with oomtort. Cal us 
to create your ideal safari. 
T4t(t1B84) 628378 Fax: 633879 
68 fttMsm Ftt RgmnDBn. wn 5EX 

m 

EXCLUSIVE [SKI 


5UNVU. DISCOVERY Namibia. 
Zimbabwe, Botswana. Zambia, 
Malawi & the Cape. Totally flexi- 
ble. Safaris & Ily4r1ve* to guest 
Is ran. remote bush camps 8 
character accotn. Brochure; 0181 
847 4748 Enquiries; 0181 232 
9777 AITO/ATOL8O0 

CAPETOWN DrtaWful cottages to 
tot In Constanda Tel 01279 
302081 

CAPETOWN DaBghttul consgea to 
1st In Oonsbtotla W 01878 
302081 

South African Affair, Caps Town. 
Wnetanda. Cardan route. NaM, 
Transvaal. A unique selection of 
classic hotels, flame reserves, 
charming housas 6 gprtfera THC 
0171 381 5222 


Australia 


STDNErOTN- scheduled afrfinaa 
from £533 (April/ June) Including 
texts from specteffste Far East 
Trartl Contra. Atao NZ. Brisbane, 
Cafma and Matooume with free 
Far East stop oven. 0171 414 
8844 ASTA V2807/ ATOL. 


Caribbean 



getocroBhctatvo 
hoVdoys to 3.4 & 5 star 
• hotewofort Hem S39P 
Book wflh Conodence. Book 

wen 1H8 tearing rpedaUN. 


AAAH CUBA! independent TriwoL 
Interchange colour brochure- H* 
0181681 3812 ATOL 2420 


Ear East 


SUNVIV, DISCOVERY Thailand. 
VMffi. HtoMy ftoxfeto toure and 
Bfdrt re a tor totBvMuete. 0181 847 
4748 ATTOATOL 80S 
HONG KONG package from 
S299PP- Ottter low tares and Mte- 
ferartde packages to Far East 
and Australia on the worlds be* 
abttnes avaBabta tram Far gate 
Thwaf Centra DIM 414 8844 
Estatt fashed 35 yre ATOL 
V2607/ABTA 


South America 


SUNVIL discovery Costa Rica, 

Guatemala, Ecuador + Cuba 

add-on WflWy teauile IwBvkJual 

touts a flyrirtveo. Jungle lodges. 

nature reserves 0181 847 4748 
WTQ ATOL906 


U& Travel' 



AT OVER '1200 LOCATIONS 


PRICES PER PROPERTY 1 PER WVECK 


•Scotland 


from £107 •IWQffOft/SrffoflC Bun £114 


• UarOwtbetWtm £142 • West Country bod £117 

• YOrfertre Dales mm £109 


4>m«Di5Wa mm £11 5 
•Pea* District mm £136 


►wales 


mm £107 


•COtSWOUS ftm£107 • 



an feryi mm £209 


101756 702200 


*168 PACE COLOUR BROCHURE 
lines open 9am-9pm SwL-fri. 9am~7pmsat 



IT'S THE 

ONLY 

Brochure 

V O I'LL NEED 


Over 4,000 quality cottages 
to dwMfmu throughout 
Britain, from £85 per 
weak, and £60 per Short 
Break per property. 




CAU-TOOAT 

KmmMSH 

mceanocHimE 


07455 852505 


Spedalliiterest 


PAOmUG A PC77B7Y HOLIDAYS. 
Oourmet Cooking. Crate, Pho- 
togmpfry. Decorative Mortars, 
Woodwork and Garden Design 
Weekends. ACORN ACTIVITIES 
01433830083. 
inmost MYSTERY WEEKENDS, 
Cktor & Wine tinting, Uetikjvte 
BenepMte. SteO* Han Weekend*. 
acorn Acrnvmes 01432 

830083. 


Activity Holidays 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 
01352 780503 
{NR CHS1ER) FOR BROCHURE 


ACTION HOLIDAYS tor 5 to 13 year 

olds. 1 so 4 stafl ratio, telephone: 

0170681453*. 

ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS for Famttea. 

Couples. Stoglas and Groups. 

ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 
830083. 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity holidays wHh lull backup. 
W/ands or tongar. firadu 01440 
721556 

HORSE DRAWN CARAVAN HOLI- 
DAYS. Loam to B*d*, Trail Rides 
t Pony Trmdifl. ACORN AOTV»- 
TES 0143B 680083. 

WALKING 8 CYCLING H0L1CMYS. 

WBU8C*. SurvfvaL Dry Stone 

wanna W eak s nde. ACORN 
ACTIVITIES 01432 83008X 


English Country 
Cottages 



An umuvalled 
choke in England^ 
loveliest areas. 
Free 4Jn page 
colour brochure. 
Rwe 

10998) 851 HI 
BVffi Q4 Hd| 


V K. EMERALD 
COTTAGE HOLIDAY?. 


iui flw t C Wuo^aahwl 

tefcat. Date Paata. UMs. Etet 

Airob. Kent Sunm, Coomafdt. 

Donat Somrett. Mmn. 
catmeS + Ireland pricas fen 

than UK svan InckKaig farryta 

■■ 0175BHU 

frosasn 


sykes cocrages 


Superb cottases In Northumbria. The 

KiteHre Datea & Mom. Baden. 
Die Ljtes, the hak 

North 
Writs »d 

^■jttpy Ar OI244 345700 


Activity Holidays 



Activity 
Holidays 
for (MS yaar olds 



CHILDREN CHALLENGED ft Ufl] 
an the BrueLSomeraeLLsarn 
archery, cUmbmgxanoalng 4-27 
more actMttea.B-14 ynhAlso at 
UuU ( taanapenLBrochura D1748 
812307 


Heart Of England 


R068 CM 1IWE IdtfcCanWy coun- 

try houw on banka 01 the River 
Mfyq, tnsutHui ttxmry, superb 

euhLne and log Urea. 3 crowns 

commenriW. 2 day break dbb 

C78pp. 3 day break dbb ClIOpp. 

Carte lodge HoW 01983 563234 


Self Catering UK 


HOSEASONS 

Country 

cottages 


Hani^ricfcHl cottages rfirevghout 

Britain. CoascaL riverside and 
countryside locations. Some witb 
swimming pooh, games rooms. 
Free colour brochure. 


502 i03. Olc;,-: C-| 34 


Or Hommm lUUm. V** C4W4. 

UZLW. 


l^-wofcSoSokNWJ i 



Pets Welcome 



tos welcome - 
hundreds of caages b 
superb naBdug ocemtiy. 
Bras colour brodun. 


Phone 01302 302 60i 



RED ROSE COTTAGES Lancs. 
Ctooa pretty vfllagas, eountry- 
sida. twrttaga A coast 01200 
427310 


Channel Islands 


JERSEY BOOK Direct and sava 
OS's. 40 pages olliotals to strit 
every need by sea 8 ab. Cak 
Island Sun Direct Has 01703 
B28311 A Brochure 01703 
828386. We guarantee you eanl 
buy cheaper. 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS SpeotaHsto. Chooea 
from over ISO cottages. 01456 
662220 IUC1 06) 


Derbyshire 


HEATHROW E4.9S per day. Free 
parking attar 14 days. Max chregs 
E88-30 up to 100 days Secure 
Pairing D1B1 813 6130 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. [01256) 
703891. 

BRITAIN'S BEST Saif Drive Nar- 
rowboat Hotktaya. Widen choice. 
Begbmara vary welcome. Tel 
01B05 610097. 

LAZY DAYS AFLOAT. Award-win- 
ning canal boats throughout 
Britain. Early booking otters. For 
Brochure Teh (0121) 4452909. 


Dorset 


BOURNEMOUTH. Outer country 
two style lux aports In superb 
town centre toe. No children. 
Open a* yv. 01202298775. 

Nfl LULWORTH COVE, T7c 
thalctiod cotL alps 2, edge ol 
heath. From Cl55pn. Tel: 013OS 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK / SUFFOUCS RWcomo 
Cottagea. 18SS colour brochure. 
01756 702205 

AMAZING value East Angtta col 
tagea. New ioq page colour 
brochure. 01 786 702240 

NORFOLK/ Suffolk s/e properties 
quakty at keen prices. Ho chaige 
lot pets. Coast S Country Hofl- 
daya. 01 853 604480 Frix ' 


Devon & Cornwall 





GLEN EYN, LYNMOUTO 
NORTH DEVON 

lo^fin-s. Sva ru.ni. Tmtujutlluy 
2 Kluge- and 4 icivnh Kfuitwhnl 
ajMUiwo* in a «uprih wtttou 
hjrnwn J mw unp- Vm; ttlih 

Hvwa JJArtlr Dm c and 

n-jiw unkr hodns. 

•I* IdMl IrJhiay tnar , Uttnf 
nmt'rf tiu- vnjr 

TtMtoote 01998 753207 
Postcode EX35 6ER 

CORNKH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
1988 best ever futi colour 
brochure. 01756700205 
A FINE SELECTION of Cottages on 
both coasts of Cornwall turd on 
Sctey. Brochure from Cornish Tta- 
<*kwNC«lsg«. {099(9 (34967, 
7 day Personal sendee 9anv9pm. 
BEER, Devon 8 Qoraat. Over ISO 

quality proporeas In coast & 

country locations. Janri Batuan 

Conaga Holidays. 01297 20973 

CM InW 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 600 
bast value cottages in Devon 
(01271) 376322 


DEVON SpedaHata. Choose from 
over 430 cottagss. 01455 BS2S05 
(UC202) 

CORNWALL Specialists. Choose 
from aver 350 cottages. 01455 
852505 (UC205) 

DEVON CONNECTION: luxury 
houses, cottages. TefcOiS48560 
964. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot 
tefla^ throughout, (01762) 

WEEKEND RETREAT IN SAL- 
COMBE. Cosy coach house ufflr 
oh. w b Stovo. Sleeps 4. Court 
house and todgo. Stoops 6/20. 
01530242409 

SUBERB COUNTRY COTTAGES. 

hi heart of countryside, nwnr aoa 

AvaOabta nomTak Olsen 220333. 

FOWCY / POLRUAN Charming 
tetaslde cottages. Superb 
vWCmmal hasting. Dinghies 
avababto. Pets Mtcama. 01579 
344067 

MOUSEHOLE Cottage nr M9c Star 

4/5. Mb pots. April Sm-Oetnbar. 

DWaise 01 738 731781 
EAST CORNWALL Soratevsty CW- 

wnad bam on organic farm. 

aupCThty eguIppap. W4 _ 

CH. Unan, Home-cooked meats 

by anangenwnL Spa 8- la eh»- 

dren walcomo. Wen placed for 
Gardens, M7, proper. 

J5S?? a b®* noasts. 

2JI2. 3?0,a «- Pax: 01579 
370477 

PORTBAAC. baachao us mins. 
TtedUtonal 17 c cottages on 
peacef ul fare; nr Bodmin Moor. 

«»8»u8y equtepod. heatod, po» 

*«taon»- 71* 01 206 MISM/^ 


Ireland 


im 


EMERALD COTTAGES 


i«waic«iLrej 

7BCHTFESRT-B 

WCLUSnEKKEH 
I nun 1 mu 11 11 ii'in iiimnM 
Qvk. Italy, cahray, mho. Oare, 
■umorte WWriiw. WHartertLi 
wmrord.TtePerary. Donegrt, I 
Wgo. OflNvA ROBscommon. 

■W 1S9C BSOCHUBU - PUT Wwj 

■0175GHj|y 


The Irish Landmark Trust: experi- 
flnoe a unique holiday - stay In a 
nwlaval miniature castle. Geor- 
gian Dublin penaBsd merchant 
hoi«a or octegonal Bghdiousa on 
Che wflda of Wicklow Head. 
Brochure Ph: 00 353 1 5628426 
0*hrs) Fax: 6828187 e-maB: 
tendmark i^toUa 
IR&AND SpedaDsta. Choose from 
Over 1 10 cottages. 01455 852220 
(UC207) 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 286 select 
individual cottages in superb 
locations. Dtoc Faraa. AIT& Cof 
Bro 01623681060 
ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS The 
biggest and the best cholca wftti 
unrivalled toe at knowledge. 
Tburis t board approved. For our 
FREE 1 00 pg brochure oa> Of 2S4 
B92899 (24 hre) 


Isle of Wight 


FEBRUARY SPECIAL 

3 Mgftts trom OT 
Bed, BreaHaa and Evening Meal 

Laige seafront hotel, ertenainmeia, 

kdoorpool. Jacuzzi, sauna. 
-FREE CAR FERRY ■ 
Sandringham HtiteL Seafront, 
Sandown.JsteofWj^it 
Telephone: 01983 406655 

3 frights March 289 


The Lake District 


Of CUMBRIA - 

01756 
W 799S21 


— rita w « J VVVV 

L«CE DISTRICT WELCOME Col- 

bnenun - 

B ^L^^°^PSy BcEn 0‘Bntrm 

.1!? J?. 2 Nabonal Porks 
(Lakes/Dalss). Free accotnoda- 
ggMWkte. Eden Tourism 01Z71 

HlUJW WWTE HOU SE, winder. 
Thombarrow Road, over- 
tecWng tote AB rooms erwX 
(some vrith Jacuzzi bates) SatoL 
Jl' 0 TV. ttktonaWng, Sauna, TVIo 

StM m Roo m and heetadin^w 

^bjariWy far oix guests 1 use. 2 
SKfc* Dlnw BAB 

htdA'A T onfy egg, 3 [rights only 

C130. Broasira: oisaaTsam* 

ARAflTMHVTS AND COTTAGES 

Sown ass Amhtaslde rutnl ■, L . .n‘ 

wwaa tou rea Board commanriari 

Bum Holidays Qi 61 7963886 


Norfolk 


RAC ttt TllC lutu 

JLAKRNKYHOTKL 

®Lrc£vrr. xrorou 

Vtl Kibrroal Tnui 

Eij «'hnJronia,,l lUl 

rtM furfl. UUJH,. 
* biRarafgiines rawn* 

, wl - “•‘Ik. tardwaith 

; ^terr rte ktoHofll 

, «b«es. touBttvad# * <omu 

5 J^tM&id!a3a 

Stfiar Cltlzm 
"*■* teochtiTc irtahoae 
01263 740797 



IRELAND 


TAKE DELIGHT IN THE 
MAGNIFICENT SURROUNDINGS 
OF 7ME EMERALD ISLE 
/ Of Anri iwy Si one oil TO 
bssmJM cattaga 

Coniitry 


«NUigW3M 


Holidays 


01455 852220 


WEST CORK. Modern comtortabta 
bungatow on quiet hum. Sleeps 
4-Nr beach, gotLsaWng, good 
wandng area, ibb 00353 28222D5. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS You 
can choose from over 20 0 
doSghtfuf cottages. Atao, touring, 
boating and horse drawn oar»- 
vara. Special tony dtacounte. For 
you- free brochure cat) OiSflZ 
560688 (24 hra). 

400 INDEPENDENT COTTAGES. 
Book diract with owners. Free 
Brochure - StfwaO'e 01271 


8 W CORK. Comfortable 1BC cot- 
tage. 2 db). 2 sgL saa view g*v 
open country, wood Ore, healing, 
washer/cHftr. 100 mins » 
Swwwa/Coik terry. From 
CIBSpw. 0171 794 468a 

STEAL AWAY AND HIDE from lbs 
world. Cashel House HotsL Coo- 
nenw*. Co. Gohrey. Tbfc 
(0035395) atotn. Fax 31 007: 


Northumbria 


SUPERB cottages. NorUiumbrto. 
%»k Dales, Lakes, Peaks. Sykes'. 

345700. 


01244 
wwwjnm.co.uWsj*** 


The Peak District 


"PEAK COTTAGES.* Quality- s/C . 
acaroi in Derbyshire Dates & 
Perils. Brochure 01 142 B20777. 

PEAK DISTRICT SpecWMa. 

frwn wot 280 cottages. 
01455 852505 (UC204) 


Scotland 


1' CONSULT THE EXPERTS* 1 
\Over 2,000 self-cateno^ 
properties in all areas 
from luxury bouses to 
: croft cotmges- 
Write ck- 
phone for 
^brochure: 


3D ... 

Eifinbugb. 

SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cat- 

»Ste8. 1»6 colour brochure: 

Phorn raw II 01 7S6 702213 

COJTAOK. HOUSES A LodOML- 
p«r 160 In South Seoduid. Fbr 
JuU colour brectun call G li 
T7X>nwotiACaO16G6 50403a 

Scotland SpectoBsts. Choo^ 
from war 560 cottages. 01455 
B52505 (LNC201) .• 

P REnr STONE COTTAGE in quiet 
“""frrisshlra conservation vtf- 
tege- Sips B, Lg garcton. STB 
™griy commanded 5 Craima. 
D1B48S0D22R 

EWJgtflWH PLAt Sleeps 4. From 
£250 par week. 0131 2280747 


Shropshire': 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Gaor- 

Bten country houaa exptriencs, . 

rwwLudtotoDeSBforSntetam 

CW. Colour Broch: 01954 823200 


01 Cite uiuru 

' Conftv wsieJ Hcomcai 


lwti peaxns: L/aiuc v»u»uMre' 




i>. ,i.*- 
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in the forest 

Welcome to the nlfaa a 

provides a neat package *** pneconce P tions ' Parcs 

S a half-term break, writes Catherine Stebbings 

Th"e “ no «^S English about Outer 
Parcs, except tile Weather. The Dutch con- 
.of an. CTO-friendly, fanuly^eSSi 
^ W within a forest? an ^ 

mous one, an idea that can be used in^v 

Biropear, country without having 

cFlBTIOft tho. (ru-m..!.. nn . “o IO 


Cfi^e the formula. What's more it 
woflts. Longleat Forest is no attention- 
set ^iong some mature rwhroods, its 60G 

Jg2" " -ely ■£££££ 

-Center Parra is designed for families, 
and stringently so. Everything is child 
fifeht^nnd safe. ThcreTno ca^™ 

kte-jhghlopenmgs - and security is tight 

A maze. of forest walks and cyclewayTis 
etched across nearly 400 acres, gMag 
everyone a chance to find some peace - 
hut ensuring they are never too far away. 



At Longleat the villas may look discon- 
certingly like Ptirtakabins, but inside they 
are clean, warm, spacious and highly 
practical. Though they are crammed to- 
gether, careful planning assures a degree 
of privacy. 

facilities are impressive, most of all the 
massive, glass-domed Plaza. Under one 
half lies a large piazza complete with 
restaurants, cafes and shops; under the 
other half are the spectacular pools, caves 
and rapids, all set in a subtropical ar- 
boretum. Slides and tunnels spew swim- 
mers into underground caverns; waves lap 
against the mock sea wall; and parents sip 
cocktails under the palms while their young 
splash in the shallows or play in the sand. 
The pools extend outside, culminating in 
a hair-raising white-water tun to the 
depths below. 

Ar the other end of the forest the Jardins 
des Sports, a magnificent sports hall, of- 
fers everything from tennis and football to 
Tai Chi "and'fendng. _ MeanwhIIe,'those' 


w^hing to be pampered could spend their 
e *l d iheir way through the 

range of options avaflabk: at the Aqua Sana. 

'be visitors 

Catherine Stebbings and her husband 
onathan, a teacher, took their daughters 
HMgen, seven, Polly, six, and Claudia, 

Catherines I’ve always been highly scep- 
tical of pleasure parks, so my heart sank 
when 1 saw the rows of unattractive cab- 
ins dotted around the forest, and swarms 
of people heading for the pool. But be- 
fore long I had entered into the spirit of 
it all and enjoyed myself immensely. Prac- 
tically, the park is most impressive; every 
detail has been carefully thought out and 
the result is a civilised, safe and healthy 
environment where 
children are in 
heaven. Personally I 
felt somewhat co- 
cooned in an ex- 
pensive enclosure, 
albeit a pleasant 
one. I would advise 
people to cater for 
themselves. We 
tried a few restau- 
rants and found 
them all over- 
priced and lacking 
in atmosphere. 

Jonathan: Overall 
1 was impressed 
with the breadth 
and quality of the fa- 
cilities and activities. Although sophisti- 
cated tastes are not catered for in design 
or food, the purpose of the place - fam- 
ily fun - is fulfilled brilliantly. 

With small children, we concentrated 
on sw imming , biking and play areas, but 
1 could see that, when they grow older, the 
sports centre will be equally satisfying: the 
various courts and studios are gorgeous. 
You do need to book extra activities fast 
I ended up opting for an introduction to 
Tai chi, as it was the only thing that wasn’t 
fully booked by Saturday lunch time -but 
it did provide a relaxing end to the 
weekend. 

Imogen: It was really brilliant, just like 
being in another country, and the cabins 
were cosy. There were loads of activities 
to do but my favourite was the swimming. 
There were Jots of pools inside and out, 
with trees, rocks and caves. There were 
masses of slides, and outside there was a 
really good white-water ride. The wafer 


was really warm, even outside. We swam 
at night so we could sec the stars. Mum- 
my spent her time in the Jacuzzi. 


Polly: Center Parcs was really, really 
good. Yon could only get to places on this 
little train or on your bicycle. We rode our 
bikes everywhere and went for a long bike 
ride through the forest. There were lots 
of hills so sometimes I got off, but most 
of the time I kept up with Mummy and 
Daddy. 

The swimming-pool was really big and 
warm and the wave machine was on, some- 
times. 1 liked the trees because you felt 
like you were at the bead). 1 also went rid- 
ing Western-style on a little pony through 
the woods. 1-saw three deer and my feet 
got frozen. * 

Claudia: T had a little bike but I fell off 
a lot so 1 went everywhere on Daddy’s bike. 
It was very cold. I loved the swimraing- 
pooL There were lots of slides. I went for 
a walk behind our house and found some 
squirrels and a lake with lots of ducks on 
it. 

The deal 

How to get there: Center Parcs, Lon- 
gleat, Warminster, Wiltshire (01985 
848000) is signposted off the A36, 3 miles 
south of Warminster. Nearest intersections 
arc Warminster and Westbuiy. Other 
Center Parcs in the UK offering the 
same facilities are Elveden Forest, Bran- 
don. Suffolk (01623 872 998) and Sher- 
wood, Nottingham (0990 200 300). 
Access: cars are allowed for arrival and 
departure only. Access thereafter is en- 
tirely on foot or bike. Cycles, child seats 
and carriages are available for hire. Ex- 
pect to cover substantial distances. Dis- 
abled access everywhere. Dogs are 
welcome in designated villas, but they 
must be kept on a lead and must use the 
dog toilets, which are few and far between. 
Prices: costs vary throughout the year and 
depend on facilities in the villa. A basic 
villa for six would cost £249 for a three- 
night stay in January and £474 in August. 
Price includes villa, electricity etc and un- 
limited use of the pool complex. 
Activities: Numerous children’s activities 
are on offer, including horse-riding, 
- archery, cooking and T-shirt design in the 
kindergarten. 

Child care: There is a baby-sitting service 
available day and night. 

Shops: a reasonably priced supermarket 
sells a range of essentials and includes a 
good delicatessen. There are shops for 
sportswear, children's treats and souvenirs. 










In the swim: water slides In the Plaza, above; -Imogen Stebbings-and palms,' left 


Photographs: john Lawrence 


TRAVEL: UK 


Wales 


BRECON BEACONS 
HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Ovbt 100 wH EDferiAfl mBOJH Is 
Brecon Etewnns/Blmk Mountains 
National Pork. Soon shop op 
lo 30. Moor las fan £250 per 
«wkWflfa 



ANGLESEY, SNOWDONIA, Ueyn. 
Uctial Holiday Cottages tot Z-2D. 
Broctue Q1 248 717135 
WALES Specialists- Choaa* from 
over 370 cottages. 01455 B52S05 
(UC203) 

N. WALES 1,000 cottas** ott - 
Mann's. Shaw's, Snowdonia 
Tourist. 01758 701 702. 
SNOWDONIA CoastBna Uoyn 
penknife Coast and cotawy cot- 
tages A farmhouses. Nofyn hoil- 
dnys 01758 720874 
UTTLEHAVEN Well-equipped vfr 
tafje house. Sips 6. 100 yards 
bench. Telephone G.H. Shore: 
01432 3S2121 (day). 01487 
821376 (eve). 


Sussex 


SEDLESC0M8E. BrtckwalT Hotel. 
Baum- 1600 Tudor Manor. 2 rigW 
brio EflOpp DS&B. 3rd m secern 
hen. pay £30 only for diraw & 
bi»fcfasL — AA S' RAC root, 
award 91-87. 01424 870253 


West Country 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

lortStestCoonirT 

soll-caterlns 
Itaje sartay otoecr 490 

coeaces. bouses wen a ml 
AC man? descnbedSOT «rd- 
Cotour brochure 

ii 


Sc’/f-c'titc’r/Jiif 

/// ll fates? 


YbsOsJrNeed 

WALES HOLIDAYS 

555 quEty cottages 

SPRING BREAKS 

AVAILABLE NOW 
fc apa fa w nn l n hW i qs m it , 


O 1 6Q6 625267 


JUATb 

IWMfcl 


| A sopurt> selection of quality L 

character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Part. AH properties furnished 
to the highest standards. 

Phone now for fos colour brochure 

01239-881397££I 


STOP COLLECTING 

brochures. -Stan eoflecttng mem- 
ories. 450 luxury cottaaas voted 
' Boot hi wales' with a welcome 
, ns warm as the sunahhw. Coastal 
Cottages of Pembrokeshire 
01437765765. 

GOWER SEA A COUNTRY Wy«c 
17C farm guesthouse. Ensults 
DBAS £27. Lie bar + ale cottage 
or W nr sea. Bra eh 01269 
595640 


)on't for 

e to mention'’ 
The In 

\when replying 
adverts 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


- Holiday "\ 

Cottages i 

la th« J _ 



31756) 700872 

■“SBl/ 


itafcdfce.! 


□ALES BEAimFUL HENMOWnSB 
Stone Bams. Sleep * to ffipefa 
welcome. brochure 0800 85430B. 
YORK OVER 30% dl 2 Star 

^^LSTcoort Hotel. Car pw*- 

tog. Broch. 

mouth YORK moore»«nj*»2 
150 hoMw ««». 

Bay, Whflby * Scarborough. 

(J1723378777 

SUPERB cottages. Y0{ * a 
wwwjn&cojrtv** 


ie last 12 months. 
Independent and 

ndent on Sunday 

ave taken a holiday 

e British Wes. 

Smite: IQ 1997 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4.70 per line or £&22 per line if both Satunfcy and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement will appear In 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the Independent On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhun@independent.co.uk 
or fax us on 0171 291 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team, Classified Advertising, 

The Independent, One Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London EM SDL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or AccessA'tsa/Amex/Diners Card 

N.B. Private advertisers only (two pnorems or less) 


1 1 1 1 1 1 
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LULL 


Insertion dktesl 
Classification: 


I endose a cheque for £ - 

made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pk: 
or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/DIners account by 
kin. -- E 


Card Nol. 
Yolw EJftajls 
Name — 


Expiry date, 


ADORES5- 


Ta No: Day- 

StGNAURE 


.Evenings 


For further details 

please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 


INDEPENDENT 


THE INDEPENDENT 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 



Win I of 3 Independent holidays 


The Independent and 
independent on Sunday, in 
association with Independent 
Traveller’s World, the UK’s 
premier consumer travel show 
are giving readers the 
opportunity to win one of three 
fantastic holidays. You could 
experience the East coast of 
Australia, a South African Safari 
or a glacial adventure. 

THE AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCE 

Win two tickets to Sydney courtesy of 
Lauda Air, Europe's fastest growing airline, 
from where you will spend two nights in 
the new Sydney Central YHA Hostel 
before exploring the Blue Mountains with 
Qz Experience. Then taking the ‘Fair 
Dfnkum’ bus you wil travel up the Ease coast 
and throqgi the red centre of Australia. The 
lucky winners will experience 200ft of rush 
jumping from Australia’s highest Bungy at 
‘Airfie Beach, all arranged by “Barrier Reef 
Bungy" and the feeling of free fall by 
tandem skydiving from 8,000ft and landing 
on Mission Beacficourtesy of “Jump the 
Beach Skydives". The Oz Experience pass 
includes a ffi^ from Cairns® Darwin and 
transport down to Alice Springs, Cooper 
Pedy, Hinders Ranges, Adelaide and 
Melbourne from where they will take the 
Lauda Air fli^it home. 

Dates subject to availability. Rights have 
to be taken by 31 October 1998 and valid 


for I year. Winners responsible for de- 
parture and other taxes on the ticket. No 
cash value. Non transferable, non refund- 
able. Flight and tours must be taken to- 
gether and the winner must travel out and 
return together. Oz Experience pass is valid 
for I year and takes a minimum of 23 days 
ro complete. Competition not open to em- 
ployees of Lauda Air or Mantisflow publi- 
cations. 

GLACIAL ADVENTURE 

Arctic Experience (stand 96) have arranged 
for two people to spend an enthralling five 
ni^it holiday on Europe's largest glacier - 
Vacnajokult in Iceland. The winners will 
enjoy a skidoo journey across the glacier 
over the three days, where you'll stay In a 
comfortable mountain lodge at the edge of 
the glacier. 

A day will also be spent in an Icelandic 
“Super Jeep" travelling from Reykjavik into 
the highlands, visiting Guflfoss the golden 
waterfall and Geyser, the hot spring area, 
en route. 

Dates subject to avaflabffity. The prize 
indudes flights and tours. The holiday can 
be taken in March and April Sleeping bag 
hire Is not inducted but can be arranged. ln~ 
dusive of airport tax 

SPECTACULAR SOUTHERN AFRICA 
One hidcy Independent reader will spend 15 
nights in South Africa courtesy of STA 
travel (stand 23), specialists in student and 
your^g independent travel, and Kiimuka 
Expeditions (stand 19a). This adventure 


includes an in depth look at Zimbabwe, 
taking in the mi^tcy Zambezi river, the 
spectacular Victoria Falls and some of 
Zimbabwe^ finest game parks. Included in 
this wonderful prize is the service of three 
crew, camping equipment, transport and 
excursions which indude a three day canoe 
safari and options to boogie board or raft 
on the mjghty Zambezi river. 

Dates subject to avaihbflky. Exdudes peak 
season travel and airport tax Flight and tour 
must be taken together. A local payment is 
applicable on the tour. Winners must be 
within the ages of J8 and 40. 

HOWTO ENTER 
Telephone 0930 564 967 leaving your 
answers to the questions and tie breaker 
below: 

1 . Which two cities in Australia do Lauda 
Air fly to and from? 

2. What is Europe^ largest glacier? 

3.. What infamous waterfall forms the 
header between Zimabwe and Zambia? 
In no more than 15 words tell us why you 
should win one of our three fantastic 
holidays? 

Cads cost SOp per minute at all times. 
Lines dose at midnight, 27tii February 1998. 
Normal Newspaper Pubfishing pic rules ap- 
ply. Editors' decision is finaL . 

Alternatively, you can enter at The In- 
dependent stand at Independent Trav- 
eller’s World Exhibition in Manchester. 
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The future is a 


can of worms 


They’re small, they're harmless, and they almost magically turn rubbish into 
useful compost Worms are rewarding, as Daniel Butler discovers 


“Earthworms are amazing creatures - we’ve been using 
them to break down our waste for 4,000 years, but it wasn’t 
until the last century that Charles Darwin recognised their 
value scientifically. He calculated that a worm eats its own 
body weight each day, and noticed that in doing so it helps 
drain and neutralise the soil" 

Heather Gorringe breeds millions of such worms on 
her Herefordshire farm, and runs a thriving business based 
around their subterranean life-cycle. Not surprisingly, die 
is a huge fen of the invertebrates, but this hasn't always 
been the case: “I've always been a bit of a tomboy, and 
liked getting my hands dirty, but I’d never really thought 
much about worms until we had a problem with sheep man- 
ure on my father's smallholding,*' she says. 

It was while she was contemplating this problem that 
she stumbled across an obscure boob on worm compost- 
ing in the local library. This prompted her to begin some 
clumsy experiments using stock bought from a local ang- 
ling shop, only to be amazed by the results. Within months 
her charges had converted a huge pHe of manure into top- 
quality soil conditioner: “It would have taken two years 
to rot down conventionally.’' she says. “But the worms man- 
aged it in three months." 

Here was something that was interesting, fun and a 
talking-point in the local pub. “I was looking for some- 
thing rewarding to do," Heather continues, “and this 
seemed to be iL" 

So began Wiggly Wigglers, the company Heather 
founded to market worm-based composting. At first she 
worked mainly with farmers and local authorities, but as 
the business grew she branched into the domestic mar- 
ket, selling worm-filled bins suitable for modem kitchens. 
The business took off and. following her marriage in 1992. 
Heather moved with her beloved worms into her husband’s 
farm at Blakemore, near Hay-on-Wye. 

One of the core attractions of worms, of course, is that 
they are small. Huge numbers can be housed in a confined 
space: perfect for a crowded world. As a result Wiggly Wig- 
glers is also suitably compact - although the company has 
a turnover of £150,000. Apart from a small office on the 
first floor of the main farmhouse, it occupies just a small 
stable block and half of a small, concreted yard where the 
breeding stock of three indigenous species do their stuff 
in a 20-yard-long pyramid of cow dung. “Wfe want the busi- 
ness to grow, but whatever happens, we want to stay based 
here," says Heather. 

So far at least, growth has been rapid - increasing by 
around 50 per cent each year, and Wiggly Wigglers now 
has three foil- and two part-timers, all of whom are women. 
When quizzed about this imbalance of the sexes. Heather 
simply giggles. “I’ve no idea why we’re all women - it’s 
simply the way things have gone " 


In general the bulk of the company’s business comes 
from composting. Domestic kits form the most important 
elements of this, ranging from a £8.45 bag of 350 worms 
to kick-start a compost heap, to £74.90 for a kitchen-based 
"Can O Worms”. The last is an ingenious stack of sieves 
through which the worms climb, while their casts drop to 
the bottom. When the lowest layer is full, it is removed, 
emptied and returned to the top. 

A third of all composting business comes from local 
authorities. Some councils want to give subsidised bins to 
ratepayers (although Heather is averse to giving them away 
free: “Unless people pay for something they don't ap- 
preciate it, and the worms can suffer," she says). Others 
want worms to boost reed beds planted below landfill sites 
to break, down leaching effluent, while an important minor- 
ity need help dealing with dog excrement - although trials 
so far have been inconclusive: “Worms appear to break 
this down very well, but so far we can’t absolutely guar- 
antee they will neutralise the bacteria and parasites which 
make dog excrement such a problem,” exp lains Heather. 

“One of the main driving forces behind all this is a 
desire to do something positive for the environment," 
she adds. 

Her colleagues are equally enthusiastic. “Do you re- 
alise that the average household creates between 200 and 
250kg of waste a year that a worm would regard as edi- 
ble?” says Louise Hayes, Wiggly Wigglers marketing man- 
ager. “In Australia, six per cent of homes have a Can O 
Worms. If we followed, can you imagine what impact it 
would have on the amount of rubbish we tip into the ground 
each year?" Better still, the final result of the worms’ munch- 
ing is a valuable product in its own right, prized by seri- 
ous gardeners as the best compost available. The going 
rate is £1 a litre for the crumbly black soil, compared with 
lOp for conventional, peat-based alternatives. 

At foe other end of foe scale, Heather feels worms could 
play an important part to play in land reclamation. Worms 
secrete calcium as they eat, neutralising acid soil and in- 
creasing the soil's humus content. This reduces water flow 
through the soil and helps to stabilise pollution from slag 
heaps and disused industrial sites - particularly when used 
in conjunction with trees. 

According to Louise Hayes, it is the educational aspect 
of worm-farming that the staff find most rewarding- and 
customer satisfaction: “The wonderful thing about a worm 
kit is that it is working all the time," she enthuses. “There 
is always something to look at - a bit of liquid, some com- 
post and lots of slithering. It makes worms an ideal class- 
room educational tool ” 


Wiggfy Wigglers 01981-500391 - or visit www.mystnvrid. 

com! wigglers 
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Slithery business: worms from a Wiggly Wigglers composting Wt 


Photograph: John Lawrence 
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FOR THE PEX50N WHOTHINKS | 
THEY HAVE EVERYTHING 
PewonaUaed Hand Craficd Beer I 


Ybur uro^ur mewajw printed on 
the- label 


Pi) additives or pnsenMtires, 

pesticide tire tops. 
ORDER now for Unique Gift 
4x330rol Bottle. £&!>5 
tin pKsmMfcffl pKfc) 

UK 72hr service HjM 

LugUm Brexoery 
0X505 850X67 


For Sales 


OUTDOOR CLOTHING WINTER SALES! 

UPTOaWOFFPBICESINOUBBEGAmOUTOOOBCLOraiNGBRCKBUBE. 

THJ^imPBICESONLr POSSIBLE BYDOlECr MAILORDER. AUORDRBSSmrPOSTFBKB 

EXAMPLE: Style mercury (ee shown! Tbp Quality 
_ 380? nntj-piB fleece jackets were £44 now only £33.00 

port, frae. mvp £11 -00 Othar flmcwi from £21-00- 
Abo Luge range of quality waterproof jackets, many 
• interactive with our fleeces, pins bodywannere, 
> fiction trousers, waterproof overtronaers etc* far 
' on, woman and children, all at tow prices!! Phone 
today for brochure. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 24h» 

Phone: 07071 223550 
Fax: 01570 351433 

M COUNTRY LIFESTYLE m 
W 2, BRI8T0N ORCHARD, 5* 

St MRLU0N, CORNWALL PUR 8RQ 
Style Mercury Top qnality 380% anU-pHI fleece Jackets were'B4<j>OM onfr £33 poet free! 
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CHANGE YOUR 
MAN IN 1998 ^ 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 


See your Softs and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkweU, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 
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‘THE GENIUS" 


Potsbly (to woritfa tost pono* 
shmpanar. Adjusts to mate three 
{ Mu rort pre6ckm points 3oW 
trass, Made ti Qormany. LsaOter 
case, instructions, spore blade, 
ONLY 1X95 Inc pip 


100% Cotton l-shht, XL E1SL9S. p&p £1.95 per order 
Rosie Nieper.N26, 12 Munster Road, Teddirigton. 
Middlesex, TWtl 9LL or phone 01B1-2S5 9926. 24hrs. 


Also ‘'THE ORIGINAL 
LEFTHANDER" 

wan spam Wade £330 he pip 
Immedate dspatch. Cheques to; 
lOKOLORSHMKNBtSIPBfiS) 
Coombs Cotape 
North Goriey. re n ingbrWge 
Hants SP62PQ 
Tel: 01 425 652482 
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FICTION WRITERS 

Let us piAlfcfi, promote 
and market your novel on 
a lee basts. 

Write tor datefc to: 

Ruff) Hd)fer, Safe H, 
Marionette Books, 
WasfeHaUCbnroWWiy. 
BJSngtara, CteWlaM TS33 4EA 
TbL 01 642 345623- 
Rcc 01642 M5B24 



Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Cur tains and 
Divan Sets? 
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We will beat any other price of a comparable quality 


Certainly! 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyie Ltd- 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St, 
Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr Well St) 
Hal: 0383 533 0915 2 tines Fas 0181 985 2953 
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BI-FOCAL 

MAGNIFIER 




A HAND HELD HIGH POWER (X4) 
MAGNIFIER WI7W BUILUN SPOTLIGHT 


Large 3' dia. optical quality lens plus 
a 3/4" dia. extra powerful (x4) inner 
lens for fine detail. Spotlight enables 
in-car use when map reading. Length 
7V. QrVOff switch in handle. Uses 2AA 
batteries (not supplied). 
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CARNATIONS MIXED COLOURS MIXED BOUQUET 


MIXED COLOURS 


10 Luxury 
18 Luxury 

ZiLazary 


10 Luxoty Camatante & 
15 Luxury Freesias 
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ROUND THE NECK 





KEL. _ 

BOTH HANDS FREE 


IDEAL FOR READINGS 
NAIL CARE S SEWINGS 
KNITTINGS HOBB/ESS 


PIR 

7\ £7-»5 


FBEESIAS LM 15 Luxuxy Carnations & 

F20 20 Posy S 10 J 9 S 25 Luxury Freeaas £18-95 

FL20 20 Luxury £1255 LUXUEY SEASONAL BOUQUETS 

FL30 30 Luxury £14-95 MS Medium £14.95 

FL50 60 Luxury £1795 LS Large £17 J5 

PLEASE ADD £1 FOR DECORATIVE RIBBON’ AND BOW. ADD £5 FOR 
EXPRESS AIRMAIL FOB EUROPE, CANADAAND USA ^CARNATIONS ONLY) 

TO ORDER 7T 01481 723513 


5 Diaries for £2 
They start any time 
Will begin any 
month 
Downs Diaries 
0171-701-6396 
40 PKkhun Grove, 
London, SE15 i 
School orders wdcome. 1 
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AJI our flowers are 


+ £1J5 1 


ENLARGE work detail ...... RELAX eyes USE 

both hands . Everything appears m dose up 
clarity & detaiL Adjustable neck cord allows 
magnifier to rest qentfy against chest at correct 
distance and postton. 4V dia. quality lens. 


werlood and vase life iastnedou Delivery is I 
JAsII and usually takes 24 to 48 hours 


j Item required. 

| Send to 


...Ribbon & Bow □ j 


rests with Adjustamatic 

U jw mflhr from:- Anfaritic A Rheumatic pain 
■ • Stiff neck • Sbcsj^Tcasioo * Poordmltdon 
• Swollen l^gs 


mmuM 


BUY BOTH - SAVE £2+ 
p&j One of each £13 inc p&p 

Money refund g'tee Allow 14/21 day delivery. 

Send cheque/P.O's to: BUYERS CBOItt |Oj 

rnmuMUomsu W«pt hu;) m s t*tiann o* d ” 

HOURS- 01536 720130 Burton Latrmer, Northants HW la snw 
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I Sender... ............ 

1 Address MffWtffr***-*'"* 


IV1AKE IDEAL GIFTS. 
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A deq> hoot in the aight _ Kt e . 

the top of a glass bottle T b u low,n S ^er 

. of one of Britain’s rarest FF tbe preseace 

i owls. SecrctiTC and sTri«r most beailta > 1 l 
F long^redow «* 

“■sSS5 a S'' s 

s,r h ~ h- 

.SS 2 *?® 

32^* “* prey - 

evKience to suggest that Britain has a self-su^ 

population but also fears thL 
the brrf « suffering , decline in nnmb^ 

A self-supporting resident population has 

^ Scientists “d ornithologist 
butPr Williams s evidence is the strongestyet 
. o prove it exists. -There have been «£Kf 

& ^ *"? f ° r yearS - m lhe & 3ces w 

*“?“!* m Ho ° ™ed after the 
call of the male long-eared owl," Dr Williams 

said. “It was not known whether all the winter 
migrants returned to Scandinavia in the spring 

or whether some stayed here to breed” 

Many long-eared owls stfll make that perilous 
journey each spring from Britain to their north- 
ern breeding grounds. Their numbers yaw from 

£* r £?S r '. with evei * three 10 ^ years. 

But Dr Williams discovered that those owls liv- 
ing in southern E ng l a nd, where prey is more con- 
sistent and reliable, seem to be resident 
year-round. 

“If it is a particularly poor year for prey or 
an especially harsh winter, the resident birds will 
moderate their breeding and maybe not even 
breed at all," be said. 

During his PhD study, Dr Williams alw dis- 
covered that long-eared owls have lower juve- 
nile and adult survival rates than tawny owls, 
which are doing well at the moment, and that 
W the UK population was dwindling, with the ma- 
jor causes of death being predation, starvation 
and had weather, as well as increasing numbers 
being killed on the road. 

“They do seem to have declined this century. 
We don’t know what their natural level is because 
they are so secretive, but the Victorian naturalists 
talked about them as if they were mnch more 
widespread than they are today. 

“The naturalist C B Ticehurst said they were 
more common in parts of the south than the 
tawny owl,” Dr Willi ams added. -As the tawny 
has increased in numbers recently, the long- 
eared owl has appeared to decline. We still don’t 
know if there is a connection between the two. 
We also know about the decline from local coun- 
ty bird reports. They don’t breed at all in Corn- 
wall and there are very few pairs in the south 
west of England. It is estimated there are be- 
tween 1,000 and 10,000 pairs in the UK now. 
My guess would be around 2,000 pairs.” 

The chief reason behind the decline is the 
£• problem affecting many bird species - agri- 
cultural and land-use changes which have 
meant the destruction of the blackthorn scrub 
and fenland of the long-eared owl’s natural 
habitat. The owl is a vole specialist and relies 
on this rough grassland for hunting. 

Dr Wiliams is keen to draw attention to the 
plight of the species and possibly get it regis- 
tered as a bird of concern. During his three-year 


stu^y he found 24 nests with eggs (indicating a 
breeding pair) and went to extraordinary lengths 
^ those results, spending nine months in the 
wilds of Kiclder Forest in Northumbria, living 
ow* hours, with only one trip home every four 
w^Ik, and braving an icy Force Six wind on the 
Old Hall Marshes in Psa»y 

“Radio tracking long-eared owls is really dif 
ncult because their range is so great," Dr 
Williams explained. “They are not like tawny 
owls, which fly from perch to perch to hunt 
for food, they hunt while flying over open 
grassland. The only way to follow them is 
to run after them, so I spent many nights 
running across wild moorland Hying to 
keep them in range. I fell down pits and 
holes and into bogs. 1 was slopped by tbe 
police several times when fanners railed 
in to say they’d seen this character run- 
ning across the moors adjacent to their 
land in the middle of the night.” 

He also had some dose encounters with 
his subjects. While he was ringing chicks 
in a nest, one female long-eared owl mwfe 
fly-pasts near the nest, dipping the back 
of his head with her wings, trying to scare 
him off. 


But despite tbe hardships, he 
brought home results which will go 
some way in helping us to under 
stand this most elusive of birds 


and to ensure its survival. 


Tofind out more about long- 
eared owls, contact the 
Hawk and Owl Trust's ed- 
ucation centre on 01494 
876262 and look out 
for a book, * The 
Long-eared Owl' by 
Derrick Scott 
(Hawk and Owl 
Thtsu £17.95). 



Basil's unhappy 


brush with 


the town 


Are urban foxes being dumped in 
the country? asks Duff Hart-Davis 


Boxes are beautiful creatures 

“ ■*" 13 11150 -or 

w ^ 3 faintly sinister repu la- 

th ose about how 
celebrated 


foxes at all 


from John and 


£2,000 to the rescue: one guillemot, or an acre of meadow . . . 


ran up the stairs. When fcowara 
was amazed to see it sitting on toe landing cool as 
any house cat; but when be chased it mto his par- 
ents’ bedroom it took fright and raced lotmdon 
top of the furniture, scattering ornaments and pro 

dling on furniture and walls. , . - 

In the end Edward managed to smother the ani- 
mal under a coat, bitit between the eyes witha 
hammer and cany it outside into the barn, where, 
be left it, supposing it to be dead. His father, re- 
turning from work elsewhere, found the house m 
pandemonium", with bedding and pillows being 
thrown out for burning. Then, in the rooming, 
great was Edward's surprise when he discovered 

that his victim had got up and gone. 

lb the Thomas family, it seemed obvious that 
this was an urban fox, possibly a pet, which some- 
body had dumped out in the country. They as- 
sumed it had come to the dustbins by the back 
door in search of food, reasoning that no normal 
fox would ever have run into the lighted doorway. 
StiB less would a wild animal have sat at the top of 
the stairs and watched a human being approaching. 

Their theory is backed up by another fanner, 
who re gular ly shoots more than 100 foxes a year in 
one valley, and has dispatched 14 in the past month 
alone. The animals have all been in good condi- 
tion, but they are half-tame, and bigger and redder 
than local foxes, which tend to have rather grey 


coats. 

This farmer is convinced that foxes are being 
caught in some nearby town - possibly Birming- 
ham, only 30 miles away- and turned out of vans 
at nigh t to fend for themselves. Many other people 
share his conviction that this dumping is going on; 


the number of foxes in circulation seems outre 
geo us, pnH many show signs of disorientation, 
h anging about in the open in broad daylight. 

Yet experts deny that this is happening. Profes- 
sor Stephen Harris, who has made an intensive 
study of faxes in Bristol, dismisses the idea as non 
sense. He agrees that there was a time, in the Sev- 
enties, when some London Councils used to release 


captured animals into the countryside; but he says 
that the practice has long ceased. 

He should know, because until recently Bristol 


had the densest fox population of any city in 
Britain. In its heyday, four or five years ago. Pro 
feasor Harris estimated that there were 700 mature 


foxes in the city, plus about 900 cubs born each 
year. Some 20 per cent of these animals were 
marked with ear-tags, and no single ear-tag has 
ever been returned from outride the city. 


Further, the professor points out that “mythical 
van-loads of foxes” would be exceedingly hard to 


assemble. “How would you collect so many at 


once?" he asks. “How would you feed them? How 


would you get them all into the van?” 

His scepticism is seconded by John Haines, a 
freelance pest-control expert who has worked in 
Bristol for seven years. He has caught hundreds of 
faxes in cage-traps, but always puts them down bu 
inanely with a silenced 32, and is “totally against 
the idea of releasing them into tbe countryside. 
Translocating wfld animals is not illegal, but he 


This week’s report on the 
environmental aftermath of the 
1996 Sea Empress oil disaster has 
thrown a question mark over the 
value of rehabilitating injured wild 
animals. The independent panel of 
scientists concluded that almost 
none of the rescued oiled seabirds 
survived washing and return to the 
wild: 40 per cent died before or 
during the cleaning process and 97 
per cent of those returned to the 
wild were dead within two months. 

Treating each oiled bird costs 
about £40, and given the report’s 
grim survival figures, it might be 
supposed that the rehabflitators 
would now be questioning the 
theories that underpin their work. 
Not a bit of it, apparently. “I don’t 
care if it costs £2.000 to put just 
one bird back into the wfld - it’s 
fully justified. These animals are 
injured for unnatural reasons and 
it’s our duty to try to put right the 
damage ." Graham Comtek, who 
runs Hydestfle Wildlife Hospital, is 
adamant that money should never 
be an issue when it comes to 
rehabilitating wild animals; “WeVe 
never pul an animal down for 

financial reasons, ever. 

“If you’re going to be brutal, it s 
largely a waste of time," counters 
Dr Simon Lyster, director-gene^ 
of the Wildlife Trusts. “Resources 
should go to something more 
sustainable - like a nature reserve, 
ora campaign to persuade fannera 
to be environmentally sensitive. 

1 These two committed anunai 
lovers dearly have radically 


Rescuing wounded animals is worthy - but asks 
Daniel Butler, could the money be better spent? 


different positions. The “welfarist" 
Comick believes man’s duty is to 
try to rectify the distortions he 
creates, while in contrast the 
“conservationist” Lyster views the 
grander perspective: “It is difficult 
to think of any species that would 
benefit from the return of the 
occasional individual,” be says. 
“But it is easy to find examples 
where just a few acres would make 
a significant difference - for 
example. 97 per cent of our flower- 
rich hay meadows have 
disappeared." The £2,000 that Mr 
Comick might spend on one 
casualty would buy an acre of this. 

So what good do our animal 
rescue centres realty do? 
“Rehabilitation is a d top in the 
ocean, and will never have any 
practical impact on our wildlife," 
says Pauline KJdner, who runs a 
badger hospital in Somerset “1 do 
it because I enjoy it, not because I 
fhfrtir r m altering the fate of 
badgers generally-” likewise. 
Britain’s biggest animal welfare 
charity, the RSPCA, tries to steer a 
median line. “Animals are brought 
in because they're in trouble," says 
Peter Budd, veterinary manager at 
the West Hatch hospital. u Wej>atch 
them up for a second chance where 
we can, but they’ve got to be 100 
percent fit if they’re going to have 

kny hope at all.’' As a result, he 


says, he would put down any 
amputee; “It’s lost its competitive 
edge, and once back in the wild will 
fail fairly rapidly.” 

Jim Qiidc, chairman of the 
Hawk Board, which advises the 
Government on issues affecting 
British raptors, believes most 
casualties should either be returned 
quickly or put down: “There are far 
too many one-eyed, one-winged 
birds mouldering away in aviaries,” 
he says. “Most have no quality of 
life and it would be much more 
humane to put them down 
immediately.” But in spite of this 
hard-nosed pragmatism, be has 
returned hundreds of birds to tbe 
wild at considerable personal cost, 
knowing their chances to be poor. 
“Nature is brutal, and 75 per cent 
of young raptors die in their first 
year anyway. Most birds brought in 
to me were found because they 
simply weren’t able to cut the 
mustard. I hope my returnees made 
it - but however hard I tiy, I can’t 
change the way things are." 

Tbe scriptwriter and animal 
rights activist Carla Lane, who runs 
Animal Aid, disagrees violently 
with what she sees as this heartless 
line: “We have eight seagulls here 
which can’t fly,” she says. “The 
RSPCA told me to put them down 
because they would have no quality 
of life, but we gave them thewafled 


herb garden, with a pond and 
ladders up to perches. Three years 
later they're happy and bright-eyed 
because they can bathe, eat and do 
everything a seagull normally does 
except fly." In addition. Animal 
Aid has pairs of crippled blackbirds 
and hedgehogs, both of which 
breed successfulty. u They learn to 
live with these problems - there’s 
absolutely no need to put them 
down," says Lane. 

“Most animals live about five 
times as long in captivity as in the 
wfld; people forget that nature is 
very brutal" counters Chris Mead, 
of the British Bust' for Ornithology. 
“What realty matters is not bow 
long an animal lives, but whether it 
is pbying its part in the grander 
scheme of things. The healthy 
chaffinch I watch from my kitchen 
window may be food for a 
sparrowhawk a minute later. Bui 
even in death it is boasting the 
chances that the hawk will raise 
young successfully. The ‘happy* 
captive animal is merely existing ft 
is not playing its proper part in the 
food chain." 

There are frictions elsewhere. 
Alien raontjac deer, introduced 
accidentally at the turn of the 
century, are now common across 
southern Britain and cause 
immense damage in the bandful of 
remaining lowland coppices. The 
speed of their spread is believed to 
be due, in part, to well-intentioned 
rehabflitators releasing casualties 
into new areas. Similar problems 
have been reported with squirrels. 


. foxes and even hedgehogs- 

Perhaps the worst problems 
occur with ham owls, however 
“Until recently there were real 
problems with people breeding 
injured owls and releasing the 
young," explains Chick- “Not onfy 
were virtually all of the youngsters 
dying without their parents to help 
them, but those that managed to 
survive were seriously disrupting 
the breeding chaoces of existing 
pairs." Indeed, the situation 
became so grave that the law had to 
be changed to require release 
schemes to be licensed. 

But although many reserves 
have been badly affected by the 
consequences of such actions. Dr . 
Lyster says rehabilitation is 
important: “ft would be 
unconscionable not to do 
something for an injured animal,” 
he says. “Who knows, the child who 
nurses a hedgehog back to life may 
be next the next David 
Attenborough - and in the long run 
that could be of immense value to 
many other species.” 

Similarly, although Mead’s 
research suggests that only 1 per 
cent of oiled seabirds survive a 
return to the wild, he thinks it vital 
to try: “We should never get into 
the situation where no one 
bothers," he says. “The right of an 
oil-soaked bird being washed puts 
enormous pressure on the oil 
companies to improve their act; 
just don’t M into the trap of 
thinking it will help that particular 
bird." 




reckons it would cause a fox a high level of stress 
and suffering - and in any case, a strange animal 
set down in the territory of other foxes would prob- 
ably be hounded out, and starve. 

If dumping does occur, it is the act of soft-heart- 
ed but hypocritical householders, who wish to be 
rid of an a n i m al that has taken up residence under 
their garden shed, but do not want to be responsi- 
ble for its death. Whatever fate befalls a captured 
urban fox. its removal is not cheap: the cost of 
trapping and taking it away is at least £150. 

Now, however, Bristol has practically no foxes at 
all, for in the past two years virulent mange has 
swept up from the Somerset Levels and killed 97 
per cent of the city’s vulpine population. The dis- 
ease is moving on up-country. Here, 25 miles to the 
north, we have at least one mangy fax that is caus- 
ing concern, as the disease can be transmitted to 
dogs and cats by mites on bushes or fence-wire. 

Normal, healthy foxes, as I say, are part and - 
parcel of country life; but animals that are sick, or 
behaving strangely, arouse no mean disquiet 
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Herbie 

rides 

again 


A rebodied Volkswagen Golf; wrth no 
rear headroom and a tiny boot, is the most 
talked about car of 1998. Gavin Green 
takes the New Beetle for a spin 


It was front-page lead of USA Today 
when it was unvefled at tbe recent De- 
troit Show and got a cover strap on 
Newsweek. It was on the telly around 
the world and, if Volkswagen’s pub- 
licists ate to be believed, it has 
raised more interest in dealerships 
than any car they've ever launched. 

1 believe it. JTve just driven one 
in America, and wherever yon take 
the New Beetle people just stare and 
smile and wave, and come over all 
friendly and cuddly. Truck drivers 
gawk, kids wave, other drivers slow 
down and speed up to by to weigh 
up the look of the new car. Stop at 
the traffic lights and you're sur- 
rounded. Has there ever been a car 
that’s created more street interest? 
I doubt iL 

It’s especially the middle-aged 
folk, who owned an old Beetle and 
associate them with a different sort 
of trip from the A to B variety, who 
come over to say "Hi”. People re- 
member owning Bugs, in away that 
Escorts and Cavaliers and Corollas 
just come and go unnoticed. Bugs 
tended to be part of the family, 
whereas most cars are just transport 
They also defined a whole decade. 
They were part of the Sixties, just 
like the other Beatles, icons of the 
most free and optimistic lOyears this 
century. 

The New Beetle was conceived 
almost by accident In VWs far-flung 
Californian styling studio, J Mays, the 
studio head, was working on a pet 
project - a Beetle-like concept car. 
Initially, the Germans knew nothin g 
about it Concept One - the “new 
Beetle*' -was the result Itwas shown 
at the 1994 Detroit Show, with 





VWs then technical chief insisting 
it would never go into production. 
Whereas all other Vblkswagens are 
dour if shapely. Concept One was fun 
and friendly. People loved it 

And they love it as I drive around 
Georgia. Young, old, men, women, 
people who are bored with modern 
car architecture and its infatuation 
with amorphous organic shapes or 
with “aggressive” design. The New 
Beetle looks friendly and ap- 
proachable and different and that’s 
why people love iL Plus,- people al- 
ways like nostalgia. Millions owned 
one, and remember the Beetle. 
And if they didn't own one, they 
watched it on the screen as Herbie, 
the car that was almost h uman. That 
rather summed up the Beetle. 

The new one has the Beetle- 
esque shape, but shares no thing with 
its ancestor. It's pure Golf me- 
chanically - the engine, the sus- 
pension, the brakes. There’s a 2-litre 
petrol and a 1.9 tuitoodiesel model, 
both front - not rear - mounted. 

Behind the wheel, you're aware of 
being dose to your passenger, just as 
you were in the old Beetle, an upshot 
of those fake stylised t unning boards ‘ 
which have dictated a narrower than 
normal cabin. Yet the windscreen 
seems miles away. That semi- 
circular Bug shape has demanded a 
screen that ends Ear forward, and vast 
dashboard depth. Yet it also makes 
for a rear compartment with virtual- 
ly no headroom, and a tiny and user- 
less boot - although the rear seat does 
fold forward, helping storage space. 
Hie Yanks say that most Bugs wflj car- 
ry no more linn two adults or, at most 
two adults and two kids. 



Performance is lively, even if the ■ 
mechanical noises are coming from 
the wrong end of the car. A standard 
sports exhaust helps give the exhaust 
extra timbre, but the New Beetle 
does not feel like an especially 
sporty car. It is not meant to. It is 
an un threatening car, not a traffic- 
light tearaway. It is aimed at those 
who aren't in a hurry. 

Build quality seems excellent a 
testament to die recently overhauled 
(and once quality-suspect) Puebla 
factory in Mexico. There were no rat- 
tles and both interior and exterior 
finish were first rate. The gearchange 
is smooth and easy (just like a 
Golfs), and the car handles well It 
rides well, too, and is comfortable to 
sit in, even if there’s no sign of tbe 
bonnet, which foils out of sight Rear 
three-quarter visibility is also poor. 


although this will come as no shock 
to those used to Golfs. Modem safe- 
ty features abound, and include 
dash and side airbags. Anti-lock 
brakes are optional. 

Tbe pleasingly individual dash 
complements the oddball exterior 
styling. There’s a vast circular 
speedo right in front, with inset 
tachometer and fuel level gauges. 
There is even a little plastic vase on 
the dash, to hold the ubiquitous 
flower, although this is probably a 
retro touch too far. 

In fact; the whole thing is a big 
sop to sentimentality. This car 
makes no sense, not in a rational 
way. If you want a car this size for 
normal, sensible transport, you’d be 
better off buying a Golf, which also 
happens to be cheaper. In Britain, 
the New Beetle will cost about 


£14,000 when sales start early in 
1999. A turbocharged 1.8 litre petrol 
model will also have joined therange 
by then. 

Instead, the Beetle is much more 
than just a car. It's as much a fash- 
ion accessory as transport; more 
lifestyle statement than mechanical 
object on wheels. It will sell because 
of the way it looks, and the image 
it conveys, and win be a popular sec- 
ond or third car for those who 
want something a little different. 

It may just be a rebodied, over- 
priced, PR-hyped Golf in drag, but 
it's fine to look at and drive. And 
other motorists will love you for dri- 
ving it Road rage and road anger 
are unlikely to be problems for New 
Age Bug drivers. Besides, if other 
drivers do lose their rag. you can al- 
ways give them a flower. 


MY WORST CAR- MILES HARRISON'S BORROWED FORD ESCORT 



There are two sorts of cars in 
radio. One is the radio car, kept in 
pristine condition for VIPs. Then 
there are the pool cars, which 
despite the best efforts of the 
radio station manager, can be 
disgusting. When you drive them, 
if you hear mechanically 
unfriendty'noises you jusi hope 
that the car gets you to back to 
the station, then keep quiet about 
the problem because you don’t 
want to get involved. 


My first job was local radio in 
Leeds. I was on my way back from 
Leeds United football dub. The car 
was low on petrol, and 1 wrongly 
assumed that it could make it bade 
to the studio on the fumes 
remaining in the tank. I was on the 
slip road from the city centre inner 
ringroad in the rush hour when the 
Escort finally stopped. 

Unfortunately it was plastered 
in station logos, so there was no 
mistaking who was responsible for 


this tailback. Sheepishly, I 
scrambled up a nearby bank and 
managed to get back to the 
station. In reception there was a 
traffic report warning drivers 
about a broken-down car on the 
inner ring road currently causing a 
500-yard, and growing, tailback. 

A station engineer asked what 
the problem was. I lied that the 
Escort had broken down. When 
he asked what tools would be 
useful to get it running again, I 


indicated that a good place to 
start would be a gallon of petroL 
That experience taught me 
never, ever to lend my car to 
anyone in the media. 

Miles Harrison will commentate for 
Sky Spats on the Five Nations 
England vs Wales rugby encounter 
at Twickenham today. His book on 
die Lions Tour, 'Best Seat in the 
House’ is published byAurum Press. 
He war talking to James Ruppen. 


Scorpio - the car 
with a sting in its face 

Ford - maters of the UK's most popular 
cars - had never put a foot wrong - untl., 
as James Ruppert explains, it launched the 

visually challenged Scorpio 

After 1996, only theiesspow- 

erfttl engine survived, but* 23- 
litre verson joined (he range. For 
economy, yon could opt for the 
25 turbo diesel; those who.did 

iKrt care bought the 2 SV 6 , or the 

24-valve. Arguably the best is the 
cavernous estate. At the 1997 
Motor Show, Ford revealed a 
minor face-lift for the Scorpio, 
But the cosmetic surgery was not 

drastic enough: it's stflLugty. 

Because so much of the Scor- 
pio is old Ford Granada tech- 
nology, it is a safe buy, provided 
tbe service frfctoiy exists and the 
condition is at least tidy. 

Arguably the best value I’ve 
seen was a 1996 tqp-of-the-rangp 
24-valve Ultima at £11,495. 
Brand new, that would have 
cost £27,500. The sheer value for . 
money of a car with dimate 
control afr-conditioning, memory 
seats, a multi-play CD etc is over- 
whelming- The new alternative . 
would be a Ford Escort 1.4LX. 

The Great Trade Centre in 
west London had lots of Scorpios 
to choose from. 1996 2.0 Scot- . 
pios in Ultima trim started at 
£13,499; a later-model 1996 23 
was £14,999. A higher-miles 1995 
10 was £7,999; an estate with the 
19 engine, £8,999. The Trade 
Centre, near Slough, was slash- 
ing its 1997 23 Ultima from 
£16,699 to £1439. The Centre 
Group in Weybridge had 1996 13 
Ultima estates from £15,995. 
Ford specialist MJA had 95/96 
Scorpios from £12,995. fa fact 
one of the last places to visit is 
a Ford dealership, which may not 
have the choice, or low prices. 

Scorpios' high depredation 
makes them highly affordable, 
and that trend is set to continue 
until vulgarity is back in fashion. 


Not always inspiring cars, Fords 
have always been sensible, reli- 
able and mast of all, inoffensive. 

In the executive sector where 
the previous Granada bad suc- 
cessfully won over the nation's 
middle managers with a ton of 
standard equipment and re- 
strained styling, the new Scorpio 
was suddenly a fish out of water, 
fa fact the form of aquatic life 
it most resembled was a guppy, 

with its rounded rump and a sliv- 
er of lights that suggested an in- 
appropriate American influence. 

All Ford was doing was over- 
reacting to industry criticism 

that most cars had begun to look 
the same. These days it knows 
how to make a distinctive model 
- see the .Ford Kia and Puma - 
but back in 1995 the Scorpio was 
seriously deep-sea weird. 

Of course, Ford never al- 
lowed the Scorpio to become a 
disaster, offering big discounts fix: 
fleets and rental companies, so 
it did not lose its core market 
Hence there are now lots of used 
examples around. However, the 
used car market is a harsh judge 
of anything too wacky, so prices 
have never been softer, especially 
as it is due for replacement 

If you want a large, reliable 
car, all you really need to know 
is that the Scorpio is spacious, 
comfortable, lavishly equipped 
and cheap. And the best bit is, 
while you are driving it you 
don’t get to see how ugly it Is. 

Essentially, the Scorpio is 
simply a development of the old 
Granada, but the suspension 
was reworked for a smoother and 
quieter ride. At the bottom of the 
range were 2-litre models, but the 
more powerful 26-valve version 
is best suited to hauling that big, 
ugly body around. Executive was 
the basic trim; the Ghia added 
an electric sunroof and alley 
wheels; tbe Ultima added 
kitchen-sink equipment 


The Great Trade Centre (0181-969 
5511); the Trade Centre (01753 
773763); the Car Group (01932 
820022); MJA (0500699799) 
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MOTORING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Car Accessories 


^weissenfels 

FOR MAXIMUM GRIP 
AND EASE OF FITTING 


SKI-DRIVE 



NATIONWIDE 
HIRE SERVICE 
AND EXCHANGE 
SCHEME ALSO 
AVAILABLE 


SMQWCHAIHS EUR0PR0DUCTS 
WBouet scai seyemuks kbit 

Tel: 01732 884408 


Citroen jlf 

XM2JVSXTDEST. 

Metallic Blue# 
42^000 miles, M Reg, 

hdl history, two yeaif 
warranty, six months' tax. 

£11,995 with E1J100 
min, part exchange 
01442 871234 

(Main Dais) 

Independent nadirs arfU knoTr 
■ qxaUty fay n*« they fetom. 

Xantia V5XTD 

Mari tins Blue, 

40,096 miles, M Reg, 

Full specification, 
two yeans” warranty 
ax months' tax. 

£9,250 

01442 S71234 (Mam Ctotol 



Horse Racing 


Horse Racing 



Cheering your own 
" racehorse first past the 
post' is a thrilling 
experience, however, 
yntil now H has been an 
enjoyment restricted to 
thos&. people with plenty 

now nribke 
dejfor any racing 



pi*®* 

icopt 
ibers pay a 
subscription fee awLdft 
return share, the fun ‘ufiA 1 
excitement of TWENTY' 
horses in training and* 
enjoy all the other Club, 
benefits, it really is 1ms 
next best thing to owning 
your own racehorse.' **' 


A great gift to enjoy all year long 

Membership is on ideal gift for the racing 
enthusiast. The gift package msts no extra 
and features a beautih/lfy printed A4 card 
with a personalised message fif required]. 

Ideal for Birthdays, Retirements 
or any special occasion. 


I To: Bite Racing Club, PO Box 100, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN104TE 

J t "1 f may bo interested in (oining. Please send me your FftfE 

■ I 1 information pock. 

■ I I I would lite to become a member and enclose *he £169 

I I I membership lee 

1 1 1 ( would (ite to become a member and enclose £42.25 la 

■ I— I start my membership and agree to mate 3 funher 


payments at quarterly intervals 


Tel: 01380 818181 

OR use the coupon 
Opening Hours: 

Monday- Friday: 8am-7pm, 

Sat: 9am-5pm, Sun; 10am-5pm 

email; eresales^dite-moil.co.uk 


Name 


Address 


Posloode 


i n i run mum 


Start an exciting 
new hobby Mgf 


Our successful trainers 
are Paul Cole, Charles 
Egerton, Mikie Heaton- 
Eilis, Julie Camacho, Nigel 
Tinkler, Chris Dwyer, Paul 
Webber, Aidan O'Brien and 
Martin Pipe. 

You will receive a 
' dradencLat.tbe eridaf your 
subscript io n 
.pendd- ffifc K.jwjcOrtiOlated 
;i trom ,on equal share of oil 
place prize money 
,WOn’' by our horses whilst 
yipjii; •membership exists. 
The -iifttount you win 
depends wr haw lucky we 
are. S '-Jv 
,*• For further jbfem iption, 
['request our FrtjSfr infor- 
mation pock or for® fastimt 
membership use your VISA/ 
ACCESS credit card over 
the telephone. 


. Cheques payable to 'Elite Racing’. OR if paying by credit card 1 
J please complete the details below. Credit Card Number.- ■ | 


dale Signature __ I 


© 


It* ji„w,»MUt.*valn P*o" Kn ’ : " ‘ " 
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MARKET RESE. 


BW7370 
1701 DA 
090 DMF 
4020 DP 
DSK63Z 
EX 7831 
KB 74 
FAZ 1221 
FKB304 
FM88Q6 
5FS 
FXB340 

AS ADD 

838 GEA 

0156 

GOW257 

94QGWD 

H4N0N 


2.800 

1,400 

1,600 

2400 

800 

1,450 

1.600 

BOO 

1,300 

1.500 

4,800 

500 

500 

1,200 

2£00 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 


H4TTS 

HAZ40I 

HAZ4Q2 

HAZ403 

HAZ 404 

W474I 

HRFIIO 

JAGBWY 

JB 8861 
JL1965 
JWB 
048 KAB 
KCL92S 
KDL492 
K05BJ4 
750 KYC 
LEO 30V 
792 LOT 


1,300 

1.000 

800 

800 

600 

1.600 

1.000 

500 

3J00 

1,200 

1JBM 

1,600 

1,250 

700 

800 

000 

900 

1,400 


ILWI 1,800 
2MA 12,000 
MIS 96® 800 
H3RCX 2500 
3626 MF 1,750 
MffltKS 1,200 
MIL 345 1,200 
5125 ML 1,400 
MMV99 1,500 
MPH6W 600 
KPW29E 500 
NKEIX 1,600 
630 NT 1,830 
OCT 90 1500 
PHH9HX 500 
W 7874 1,600 
7PW 10,000 

ftOMTBt 2,000 


REG944X 600 
RN 3199 1,600 

RR3798 2L800 
898 RTU 
SFR523 
SJJ 3 
A550AN 
TER 27 
0TES 
UF4 
WA2B0 
WDH2 
IXKK 
XLD58 
XUH4 
XUH5 
YB7794 1,200 
YPW546 850 


600 
1200 
2,800 
500 
220 0 
2JB00 
3,800 
1,400 
2^)00 

5.000 

1.000 
1,500 
1500 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 

Hytu are contamplalkig&Ud please ccasder the beneBsot expert acMce; 
«e provide comprehensive Mvmalian. essenfial when coning lo a bid 
dedsfcxi; otherwise you may inadvertently bid too much or too Bte. 


Snowehams 


] 



GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 
RUD Chains Ltd. 

John Wiban Business Park, 
WNtatabte, Kent CTB 3QT, 

Then* Way Utrt 10-12, 

Telephone 01227 2786U 

FacsimBa 01227 


I Registration Numbers Legal Notice 


3NF. The CWef Coojtabfe, 
htaDcbsta- PaBcti DMohI 
HwfeartaV te 5fet4 9a * 
SKI 30ft. The CbM EkcuSic 


SKI 


.SKl-SXt ThetUrffty 
Ofik* Grrsttr Maadnttr fire . 
SotfefireSbSrevVybtoM 

IndoBtra Estate. Stodiport 
TO WHOM n MAY CtJNCEtW 
I. Stephen Lewis Ionian of 11. 
Mdlrojon Vtof, Handferth, Cheshire, 
SK93SU haw no far the haslx mortis 
or more carried on Ife trade or aSta 

of a Licensee HEREBY CWE YOU 

NOTICE that I intend to apply to the 

Licensing luslces for ihe . 

■ Ot Stoctpon slQinr A tfw 
Sestore n bs hdd X Ihe 
Out, Edward Sort, 

, SKI 3W on Monday the 9ft 
<% c( Match 1996 a 1038 am tar fe 

PiwtstonaJ pant to me oi a new 

{unices' licence axhorising tee retell 

by 'eon rnKwicalksp. hquor ot all 
dMOr^drets for caourpHui ■OFF' 
me premises sauate at 7 The Holfins, 
Siodiport Road. Maiple, Oiofee SX6 
Mr and ID be (mown as *Bareaki 
Booze* and d wftfcfi aid prepeny 
SOcawer Frepmies Lbmtea whose 
reSaered office Is SUM a Crowi 
Crown Strew, SaKbd, M3 7DM 
teiheovmec 

.rofj 

HALUWaU . .. 

St land's Out Brown Sort, 

Manchester M2 2JF. 5oitou» and 

Wiortgd Agrts far Bw Apptort 


SAAB 




InEssAngfta 
Larjwst setectfan Of Sa* 
Approved and afctert 
uwd Saab cam 

Plljmq 

Carnbrtd^r 

Tol: 01323 238373 


Classified Advertising 

also appears on 
page 10. 


Voice personals 
now appear in 
THE EYE on a 
Saturday and also 
every Sunday in the 
Real Life section. 
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Potted 

History 

^ Britain has the richest heritage of 
historic gardens in the world, but 
urgently needs more training to 
support them. Anna Pavord 
reports on one important scheme 



A large ginger tomcat was asleep in a bas- 
ket on the windowsill of the gardeners’ 
bothy at Cragside, Northumb erian d. Lunch 
boxes and plant catalogues covered the 
wooden table. Tfen plants of the season were 
lined up in jam jars on a shelf, each one 
carefully labelled with its Latin name and 
its proper botanical family. This was the 
week’s homework for the IS-year-oId 
trainee gardener who had just joined the 
workforce at Cragside, the extraordinary 
. house and garden that was laid out towards 
® the end of the last century by the armaments 
manufacturer Sir W illiam Armstrong. It 
now belongs to the National Trust. 


It all seemed deliciously cosy. It lulled 
me into feeling that everything was still as 
we imagine it used to be. when young gar- 
deners worked through practical apprent- 
iceships under the guidance of an 
experienced head gardener and the patron- 
age of a philanthropic; owner. But, of 
course, it isn't. Philanthropists are thin on 
the ground these days. Although garden- 
ing has never been higher on the national 
agenda, providing good training for garden- 
ers has become ever more of a problem. 

I wentto Cragside to see Alison Pringle, 
who was 26 when she decided on an 
abrupt career change, and was swept into 



Alison Pringle at Cragside, top and above Photos Will VtoJkerflMorth News 


the Grst of the National Trust’s three-year 
training programmes for gardeners. How 
did it happen? Alison already had a degree 
in fine arts and was working as a freelance 
etcher. u My studio was in a factory unit in 
a fairly rundown area of Newcastle. 1 never 
saw daylight. I just felt it was no way to live. 
Then by chance 1 saw this article in Cosmo- 
politan about women who worked outdoors. 
*If only,’ I thought." 

But nobody could show her how to do 
>L She already had one degree and didn't 
want another paper qualification. She want- 
ed to learn by experience, the way garden 
apprentices used to. She didn’t want to ride 
round on a tractor all day, mowing sports 
pitches. She wanted more from the job than 
manual labour. That's when she saw the ad- 
vertisement for the Dust's training pro- 
gramme, which they caB “careeiship". She was 
lucky to get in. The Dust can fund only eight 
students a year, and six of the places are re- 
served for people under 20. Each student 
is assigned to a particular garden, carefully 
chosen to provide a wide range of experience. 
They are also committed to 10 weeks’ 
study at Bkton College in Devon, where the 
Dust has arranged courses tailor-made for 
the kind of work their gardeners are likely 
to tackle. Ordinary courses in “amenity hor- 
ticulture’’, as it is chillingly called, take little 
account of the needs of historic gardens. 

“I think the Dust took a gam We on me,” 
says Alison. "I had bright purple hair, ex- 
tremely long fingernails and luminous 
trousers.” But she has been spectacularly 
successful in her second career, and is now 
assistant bead gardener at Cragside, re- 
sponsible for propagating all their plants. 
By some miracle, she’s even managed to 
hang on to her fingernails, though the hair 
has calmed down. She didn't want to clash 
with the summer bedding. 

“A culture shock”, is how she describes 
her first months as a trainee. “I had no idea 
bow much was involved - especially with his- 
toric gardens. It adds a whole new layer to 
all the basic things you have to know: his- 
toric techniques of gardening, principles of 
design." All the careeiship students (at 26, 
she was relieved that she wasn’t the oldest) 
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“Why do you have it in so for poor 
old Agnes?” asks Brian Glover, of 
London SWI2. 1 wrote recently that Td 
heaved my recalcitrant ‘Agnes’ rose on 
to the bonfire when, after years and 
years of waiting, it had failed to give 
me a single flower. 

“I planted a bush at least 15 years 
ago in my mother’s garden in 
windswept Merseyside,” he continues. 
“It’s in rather a thankless part of the 
garden (I was younger then, and cru- 
eller). dank soil, competition from an 
ancient hawthorn hedge, not much 
omlwhf and still, twice a year, it puts 
on a creditable show of blossom. As a 
passionate gardener without a garden, 

I travel up there almost every month - 
and usually catch its flowering. 

"Its first flowering is quite early 
(end of May, early June) and the most 
profuse. The flowers, though not large, 
are of the most beautiful colour and 
have a raspbenyish scent which I have 
not met in any other rose. Its second 
blooming is usually in August to 

September, when the flowers are 

fewer, but bigger and just as scented 

“The shrub does indeed grow lankily 
(not helped by being sun-siarvetU i 
suspect) and it throws f ckers M ^° 
all gets too much I hack it ngh ^ 
lie other rugosa roses and it springs 
hade, maybe missing one of its 
bloomings, bat never seriously 
bothered. It has probably 'been i fed 

dr three times ro its life (i® 

remember to do it this spring)- 


gets any diseases (the rugosa blood, I 
dare say) so doesn’t need spraying. 

“All in all. I’d say ‘Agnes’ has proved 
her worth. 1 got her from David 
Austin's nursery. Maybe I’ve just been 
lucky, but I felt I should write in 
defence of a much-maligned rose.” 

The latest edition of Tree News’ 
unravels a mystery that has puzzled 
Janeites for some time. It occurs in 
Emma, when, on the day before the fa- 
tal Box Hill picnic, Emma visits Don- 
well Abbey and finds the orchard in 
blossom. Nothing odd in that, you might 
think, except that Austen makes clear 
this was “almost midsummer" . Euan 
NisbeL professor of geology at the Uni- 
versity of London, has discovered that 
this is not as strange as it seems. He 
checked weather records in an early 
book on meteorology. The Climate of 
London, by Luke Howard, and discov- 
ered that the spring of 1834, the year 
Austen started to write Emma , was ex- 
ceptionally cold. In the late, cold spring 
of 1996. apple trees were still in bloom 
in early June. The spring of 1814, ap- 
parently, was even later and colder, so 
blossom may not have appeared until 
midsummer. Austen, always a stickler 
for accuracy, has not made a boob. Jhze 
News is published twice a year by the 
Tree Council 51 Catherine Place. Lon- 
SW1E 6DY (0171-828 9928). 

Coffee connects a series of events 
arranged by the Royal Botanic Garden, 


Edinburgh, between Tuesday and Friday 
□ext week. A free exhibition in the Cale- 
donian Hall (Tues-Fri, llam-330pm) in- 
dudes exhibits from coffee traders and 
importers, with tastings going on all day. 
In the lecture theatre on liiesday. Har- 
vey Grieve talks about the subtleties of 
growing and roasting the bean, while 
RBG guides are on band to point out 
coffee plants growing in the botanic gar- 
deri’s glasshouse. This event starts at - 
3pm and tickets cost £10. For informa- 
tion on “Coffee Connections’’, contact 
Sharon Kirk at the Royal Botanic Gar- 
den (0131-552 71871). 

Kew’s annual orchid festival opens 
today with thousands of spectacular or- 
chids on display in the Princess of 
Wales conservatory. The theme of this 
year’s display is “Islands of Enchant- 
ment”, the title drawing attention to 
the many endangered orchids that 
grow in islands round the world and 
the work being done to ensure their 
survival. In the micropropagation 
laboratories at Kew, scientists have 
learnt how to done rare orchids, to 
protect species from extinction. There 
are 25,000 different kinds of wild 
species orchid, and the Kew collection 
is recognised as the best in the world. 
The festival runs until 29 March, with 
study days for beginners on 17 and 26 
Maid] and flower-arranging demon- 
strations on 5 and 11 March. 

Anno flovord 


went off together to do their block release 
courses and, in their final year, were en- 
couraged to arrange exchanges between 
each other’s gardens. "Wc got paid, and we 
got the professional qualifications,” explains 
Alison, “but it was the practical experience 
that was the key for me on this scheme.” 

Had the job turned out to be what she 
hoped? “Oh, far more than I was hoping,” 
she replies. “1 love plants, and here I'm re- 
sponsible for bringing on at least 50,000 
plants a year. We don't have much in our 
budget for buying new plants.” 

Stoicism is an important qualification 
for the job, she says. There are so many 
things outside your control that, as a gar- 
dener, you have to learn to accept And pat- 
ience. T fall down there,” she confesses. 
“I’m always poking at my seed plans, want- 
ing to huny the seeds on.” Most of all, she 
acknowledges the contribution of Cragade's 
head gardener, Andrew Sawyer. “It's a huge 
commitment on their pan to take on a stu- 
dent. They have to remember to involve 
them in eveiything that's going on. It's up 
to them to make sure the student gets as 
wide a spread of experience as possible." 

So, as far as Alison is concerned, the 
Dust's careeiship scheme has been a suc- 
cess. But each student costs the Dust 
£10,000 a year. They would like to expand 
the programme, but they don’t have the 
money. They would like private owners to 


join them in offering placements for trainee 
gardeners, but there have been few offers. 
The Historical Royal Palaces have joined 
in, and so have En g lish Heritage, but there 
are s till big gaps in the network. 

Despite the extraordinary richness erf our 
historic parks and gardens (the Dust alone 
owns 160), there is no properly funded 
centre of excellence devoted to their his- 
tory, care and upkeep. There is no central 
clearing-house that Alison could use to 
guide her towards what she wanted to do. 
The Heritage Lottery Fund has voted a gen- 
erous £57m towards an urban parks ini- 
tiative, and the money is badly needed; 
parks are vital lungs in Britain’s cities. But 
there is nowhere for the people respons- 
ible for Britain's parks to go, to get advice 
about the best way to spend their windfall 
There are no courses tailored to provide 
gardeners with as good a grasp of the his- 
toric significance of urban parks as they 
have of turf care or tractor maintenance. 

Parks have suffered badly in the wake 
of “compulsory competitive tendering” 
(CCT), which focuses people's minds on 
a figure at the end of a balance sheet But 
there are many different ways of doing 
sums. Before OCX the parks provided the 
best practical training on offer for young 
would-be gardeners. Nobody minded that, 
when fully fledged, they might move out 
of the public sector into private gardens. 


The view was that wherever they went, the 
training would not be wasted. 

But a requirement to provide similar op- 
portunities for training has never been writ- 
ten into the park contracts that local 
councils put out for tender. Often the con- 
tracts go to landscapers based hundreds of 
miles away from the parks they contract to 
look after. You can't puta figure on the local 
pride, and the local distinctiveness, that 
come from employing local people to look 
after their own landscapes. But the loss is 
obvious to everybody. 

Recognising the gap left after the col- 
lapse of the parks apprenticeships, the Dust 
has tailored a scheme ideally suited to this 
country’s vast inheritance of historic gar- 
dens, but can’t find the money to expand 
it The Professional Gardeners Guild, in a 
separate initiative, also sponsors one 

trainee gardener who spends a year in each 

of three different gardens. Beyond that, a 
great black hole looms. 

We are constantly told that we have the 
richest heritage of gardens on earth. Bnl 
who is going to care for them, come the 
millennium? 

For details about the National Trust’s ca- 
reerdup scheme, send ansae to John McKen- 
naB, do Regional Office, Uanhydrock, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4DE. Training 
starts each September. 
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HANGING BASKET CRADLE 



wflftagrow 
bag’m mind. 

35“ x 12“ x 12' 

£38.90 (fnckxtesaff hanging brackets etc 8 caniagej 
Webbs, Unit 2, 15 Station Rd, Knebworth, 
Herts, SG3 SAP. Tel: 01438 814620 (24hrs) 

I — Comprehensive brochure available — 


GARDEN WATCBER^l 
KEEP S CATS OUT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deference System 

by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR191RD 

01362 694957 
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Tak e a leaf front 
our book. 


For yourftBe1S98 Paving, 
Waffiig and Driveway catalogue. 
datafia at our Garden Designer 
CD Rom. Garden Features 
booMat, Hnts and Tips video 
and list ol local stockists, dmpty 

caB free 0600 9j 91 64 

-24 hours. 
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FINCH CONSERVATORIES LTD 

• A WMT Holding PLC Co 

ENJOY ALL YEAR COMFORT AND SUN IN 
A FINCH CONSERVATORY 
DESIGNED TO SUIT YOUR HOME OR POOL 
AND BUDGET! 
irienced staff cover the UK 
Obligation FREE Survey 
Interest Free Loans 

Fteephone for brochure and Free Advice NOW! 

0800 3781 68 or 

RNCH, FREEPOST, SHEFFIELD S20 3GZ 
* Members of iheCtovservataryAssoriaiion 


BLOOMS of Bressingham 

Marvellous Meconopsis 

2 plants for £5:95 

Meconopsis has large, dry-blue flowers which contrast beautifully with 
their golden centres. They are valued largely for their dear blue colour 
which gives them a delicate appearance: 

These exquisite perennials are often likened with the poppy flower, and 
the variety on oner; betonkjfoHa, is also known as the ‘Himalayan Blue 
Poppy: 

Blooming in early summer; they can 
reach up to 1.2m in 
height, pre fe rri n g a shel- 
tered position with light 
shade m lime-free soil 
Our collection of 2 
Meconopsis is available 
priced at only ,£5.95 
including delivery. 

The plants will arrive 
9cm diameter 
pots, ready for 
planting straight out 


mto your garden, foflow- 
fiorticukuial 


ing our 
instructions 
vided. 

Despatch will 
be through- 
out April 
May 
AD orders will 
acknowledged. 

H Offer subject to 
availability 
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• Rfca incudes daiuay. 

• ^<xniekmuffltol4dCMfbra1ll 
p9^n^replcoernent>narcoririBt3^| 

BLOOMS of Bressingham w 


(£3 01245 326004 


24 hour credit card order service!! 
Moconopsts Otter, 

Blooms of 

Admal965 

8*22 2BR. 

Nonnan 


Please send ma , 
1 deflvary. 

| Name:, 



■ Collecttonfc) of 2 Meconopsis for 25.95. inckJcQng 


Address. 


Postcode:. 


cnboddfcrfi. 


| Cad No: [ | | | | | | | || | | |-n~n ExpSyDate: jJJ] 

I Orders to: MECONOPSIS OFFERULOOMS OF BRESSINGHAM. Mdl Order. 
1 966 (Brassjnflham). Dba. Norfolk. IP22 2BR. 
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14/SPARE TIME 


Paint your 


own 


monogram 


Ever thought you could do better at designing a dinner 
service than many of the professionals? Sally Staples 
checked out a china-painting class - and found rt was fun 


My irnagp. of china-painting stemmed from 
a visit, long ago, to an arts and crafts ex- 
hibition where stern-looking, grey-haired 
ladies demonstrated how to cover a teacup 
with delicate Sowers in a series of deft 
brush-strokes. The spectacle was riveting, 
because each stroke formed a perfect 
petal or leaf. Their hands never wobbled, 
the colour never smudged, and the observer 
might have concluded that these women 
had either been practising their art for 
decades, or had been bom with an extra- 
ordinary talent for steady precision. 

With this in mind. I wondered what kind 
of people would have the courage to en- 
rol on a course in china-painting. Would 
even the beginners display an innate 
artistry? Would the first week’s handiwork 
look good enough to sell? 

The atmosphere turned out to be far 
from intimidating. The students were all 
women, and most of the class were chatty 
housewives with varying degrees of artis- 
tic ability. They were there to have some 
fun. and not even the tutor. Hazel Faith- 
ful, wanted to paint petals on teacups with 
that robotic rapidity T had remembered. 

“We try to aim for a more modern ap- 
proach to china-painting," she said. “A lot 
of people come oa this course because they 
want to do something practical without get- 
ting too messy. Some of them have a back- 
ground in painting, which can help - but 
iL isn't necessary. 

“Quite often the students want to paint 


a set of dinner plates with a design or motif. 
They want to get a result quite quickly, and 
take something home. I try to stop them 
going ahead too fast, so that they acquire 
some basic skills first" 

Each week; Hazel gives a demonstration 
on some aspect of china-pamting. then the 
students work on their own projects while 
she goes round the class giving advice and 
guidance. 

On my visit she was teaching them the 
importance of mixing paint This comes in 
powder form, in small sachets weighing 
about 10 grams each. It is used sparingly 
and mixed with turps and differing amounts 
of clove and lavender oil, depending on the 
texture of paint required. 

The paints have a cadmium or seleni- 
um content and some colours such as pink, 
red and purple contain a gold element, 
which puts the price up to around £1130 
per sachet. On that basis, it is dearly cheap- 
er to start experimenting with blues and 
greens. 

Hazel explained that the rales of mix- 
ing these paints are different from those 
governing watercolours, for instance, mix- 
ing blue and yellow will invariably produce 
a muddy brown, rather than green. The 
colours used on china may also need to he 
fired in a kiln at different temperatures; it 
is important, when using a combination of 
colours, to know what the firing require- 
ments arc. 

One of the most skilled in thedass was 
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Colouring up: there are distinct rules for mixing china paint- blue and yellow, for example, will result in brown rather than green Photograph. Rui 
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Marsha Arrad, who was working on a set 
of dinner plates. She spent the morning 
painting a green stem with leaves on to two 
plates, which were then left to be fired in 
the kdn. In the next class she would add 
different-coloured flowers to the steins. 

Mireifle Robertson had a set of cups and 
saucers that she was painting cobalt blue, 
using a sponge instead of a brush to 
achieve a marbled effect. Untroubled by 
any intricate design, she worked speedily, 
and covered four cups and saucers in no 
time. 

Peggy PoweLl-Brett, who is in her sec- 
ond year of china-pain ting, said she sd U gets 


nenrotic about everything she does. In feet, 
her work is impressively accurate. That day 
she was tracing the outline of a kingfisher 
on to a plain white plate, and had begun 
to mix colours to paint the bird’s breast and 
back. 

"I started off painting ashtrays and jugs, 
bowls and mugs, and giving them as pre- 
sents,” she said. “For Christinas I gave my 
daughter a set of dinner plates. It is a sat- 
isfying way of producing presents.” 

■ Muriel Lasry was working on a down 
design, which she planned to paint on to 
a plate for her three-year-old daughter. 
“Coming to these classes makes a break 


from the household chores, and a chance 
to spend two hours doing something for my- 
self,” she said. “Mostly I make things for 
my children; when they are older they will 
have a collection of mugs and plates they 
can keep.” 

The basic materials for china-painting 
are minimal- a bottle of turps, some sur- 
gical gloves, natural sponges, brushes, 
palette knives, a quill pen and a wipe-out 
pen for the inevitable mistakes. Haze) has 
a good stock of paint and china available 
for students to buy. A 10-inch white din- 
ner plate costs £2.85, but she says that bar- 
gains can also be picked up in many stores. 


What most of these women enjoyed: . 
about china-painting was having an end - 
product, and not needing to be an artistic i.. ; 
genius to produce iL As one student said,- 
while labouring away with the sponge . 
technique: “When this plate is finished i, . 

shall use it for tittle cakes and tarts- what- r 

ever it looks like. With luck the next one - 
may be better." 


, . t i 


Hazel Faithful's 10-week courses at Ken r- 
ington and Chelsea College ; London (01 71- 
5735333) cost between £50 and £60. She also 
offers prix'dte courses in London (0172-253 
5733). 
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GAMES 


WHAT TO PLAY ON COLD WINTER EVENINGS 

CHIUS MASLANKA S 


1 1 -r 


This is the concluding part of Charis Maslanka ’s survey, begun 
last week. (See key at end for noise and game-mge ratings.) 


The simplicity and versatility of the word game Scrabble have : 
enabled it to sweep the board, selling more than 100 million 
copies in over 120 countries since the 1930s. Books are written 
on it and its many forms attest to its popularity. I once even 
saw a sad character playing it oh his own on a train. This Travel 
Scrabble de Luxe (Mattel, 2-4 players, aged 8+ years, RRP 
£15, would have cheered him up at least as much as a 
playmate. It is compact and can be folded away with the tiles 
locked in place and so is ideal for travellers. (Rating: p, Z) 
r suspect Anagram (competitive word play, 2-8 players of ail 
ages, Oxford Games Ltd, RRP £5.95) may not prove 
everyone’s cup of tea. though it is enjoyable enough if you can 
spell well, love anagrams and have a competitive streak, but 
it’s certainly not a game for dyselxics! (Rating: p, Z) 

If in Tom Brown 's School Days you found yourself siding 
with the bullies, Power (2-4 players aged 10 or over) might just 
be your thing. The instructions are complicated but become 
clear as the game progresses, the object being to attack other 
countries and capture their flags utilising all the air power, 
tanks, ships and personnel at your disposal. In the battle- 
hardened opinions of Gary (12), John (10) and Dan (10) it was 
their favourite game. (Rating: ft v) 


Yati (strategy game for two. Falcon, about £19.99) is ah 
engaging and successful balancing game for all the family. 
Ball-bearings are loaded into a seesaw structure which reacts 
counter-intuitively: the way in which it tips determines the next 
move. Gary and Julie (both 12) played it as a game of chance 
with little insight into what made it tip. Their parents 
continued long after the children had gone to bed in the hope 
of deducing the strategy that ensures a win and graduation to a 
higher level of play. Curiously addictive and an all-round 
favourite. (Rating: p, Z) • 

Spite (Board and dice game for 2-6 players or teams of • 
more than 6, Lagoon Games, RRP £9.99), despite its name, 
proved hugely enjoyable. Players gradually collect enough 
counters to cover the letters of the word SPITE but also get a 
chance to demolish the work of others. For adults it is fun and 
emotion-releasing to the point of being therapeutic, but a 
word of caution: younger children can become quite upset 
when ganged up on. 1 had visions of Enfield's Old Gits coining 
to blows over this one. (Rating: f, w) 

Mancala (Lagoon Games, £9.99, board game of strategy for 
two players aged 7 to adult) is a version of the ancient game 
known as Mankaia’h as played in the coffee shops of Egypt, or 
as Pallanguli as played by the Tamils of Southern India. The 
seeds have been replaced by glass stones in this beautifully- 
packaged coffee-table version and it is a great game to gossip 


and retort o as the advantage veers from one player to the 
other. (Rating: p,Z) 

Lager-laddishness is too often a celebration of pre-verbal 
behaviour, so Booze Cruise (trivia based, board game. Lagoon 
Games RRP £19.99) came as a pleasant surprise. Although the 
aim is to rack up five brewery visits, the questions Dn drink, 
travel, culture and trivia are no pushover. For example: (l) 
Which is the only national flag that has a map of the country 
on it? And (2) What was invented after Percy Spencer found a 
melted chocolate bar in his pocket after passing a magnetron 
in 1945? For answers see below. 

A selection of the drinks named in the game were served as 
we played so I only remember starting the game. Will suit 
those characters who lake their drink seriously (those who can 
only direct you to places by means of the pubs that lie along 
the route).OnIy give to alcoholics anonymously. (Rating: f, v) 

Chronology: (2-6 players aged 7 or over. Spear’s RRP £20) 
A reminiscence game, perhaps better suited to the 
chronologically challenged, intent on reliving the p3SL or those, 
with an interest in history. The game stretches back to 1066. 
which should be one in the" eye for other reminiscence games. 
Whs “Love me Do” recorded before or after JFK was 
assassinated? (For answer see 3 below.) (Rating: f, y) 

The desire to murder house guests and family can be 
sublimated by a Murder Mystery Game. Unlike Nativity plays 


these all have different plots and you don't know from the 
outset bow they wifl end up. Murder a la Carte’s The Brie, The 
Bullet & the Black Cat (10-12 consenting adults) is a fantasy 
role play game set in 1942 Casablanca. Participants with 
wonderfully ridiculous names - Cherie Bool Countess Bogov, 
Seamus OUack - have to deduce which one of them killed The 
Black Cat, France’s greatest mime artist The set includes 
invitations, party plan with suggested menus, character booklets 
and a cassette to give the guests motive and motivation: a fail- 
safe way to spend a hilarious evening. (Rating: ff,v) 

When the dusLbas settled from all the socialising you may 
need to re-centre yourself in solitude by ensconcing yourself in 
a comfortable chair to contemplate, as did the monks of old,' 
the knot-work in The Celtic Knot Puzzle (Oxford Games, £6.95) 
or, if you lean more to the East, the hundreds of patterns 
obtainable from the seven tiles in 300 Tangrams (Puzzle and - 
Book, age 8 years to adult: Lagoon Games, RRP £10). Don’t - 
worry: long before you've exhausted all the possible ways of 
configuring the seven tiles it will be time to buy more games ~ 
for next Christmas- (Ratings: p, Z) ■: 

.4NSWERS: 1) Cyprus; 2) The microwave oven; 3) The Beatles 
hit came out in 1962, the year before JFK was killed. 

Noise levels: p - quiet, /- noisy, ff - disturb the neighbours .^- ' 

Risk of game rage: Z - almost irritatingly inoffensive 
v - tread carefully; w - have a Relate counsellor on hand. . 
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Dame Barbara Cart land, 96, writer 
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I’ve always played a lot of tennis, of course, and a 
little golf. And I rode a lot at one time. Not any more: 
not at my age? 

These days, I write a book every fortnight- My 
secretary types it out, and then she reads the chapter 
back before we start the next one. You must tell 
people that, because Pve told one or two men about 
iL and they’ve ail said. "What a good idea, I've never 
thought of that." 

1 started writing when we came to live in London. 
A friend of mine said: "Look. I’ve just started 
working for Lord Beaverbrook. You are out dancing 
every oighu and if you give me a paragraph for the 
newspaper, I will give you five shillings.” 

Eventually, Lord Beaverbrook sent for me. Of 
course, along with other men I had met, he fell in 
love with me straight away. Every day 1 bad to go to 
the Hyde Park Hotel, where he had his office, and 
show him what I’d written. And he showed me how to 
write for a newspaper. 

Before we arrived in London, my mother had said: 
“As you’ve got two younger brothers still at school we 
must spend the holidays in the country. We went back 
to Worcestershire, where we had lived before, and 
rented a small house near Bredon. One day the elder 
of my brothers said: “You must be very quiet, because 
I have to write an essay for school." So I said, “I will 
write a book.” 

The whole family said, “Ha, ha, you will never 
finish iL" But I did. It went into masses of editions, 
and was such a success that I thought fd go on 
writing books. This was quite unusual, because in 
those days, a lassy didn’t sofl her lily-white hands with 
work. 
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DOWN 


1 Battled (6) 

4 Blows (6) 

7 Kitchen gadgets (3-6) 
9 Old Peruvian (4) 


Greek goddesses of 
vengeance (6) 
Senile (4) 

Irritable (6) 


Japanese robe (6) 
Monster (4) 


14 Elaborate^) 

15 Of the stars (6) 
17 Seller (6) 


19 Power-assisted cycle (5) 

20 Line on graph (4) 


20 Line on graph (4) 

22 Those in favour (4) 

23 Gloomy (9) 

24 Guard(6) 

25 Meagre in quantity or 
quality (6) 


5 Monster (4) 

6 Determine (6) 

7 Odd (9) 

8 Time of one’s youth (5,4) 

11 Dairy product (5) 

12 Attempted (5) 


15 Counting frame (6) 

16 Delightful (6) 

17 Fme parchment (6) 

18 Prayer beads (6) 

21 Hit by bullet (4) 

22 Continent (4) 


'St Valentine" and 'The Seem of Romance Original’ are 
Dame Barbara’s signature scents, containing a high 
proportion of natural flower essences. They are available 
by mail order from The Perfumers ’ Guild price £1 6 
each Details: 01923-26050Z Either will complement a 
reading of 'In Love in Lucca ’ (£3.99 from Mandarin ) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Quod. 3 Wrangles (Quadrangles). 9 Infer. 10 Sicmum, 11 KiU 
13 Manifesto, M Adnft. 16 AWs, IS BriLfW 20 Egg, 22 Tropics, 23 Label 
25 Royalist, 26 Ugly. DOWN: 1 Quick. 2 Off, 4 Rjang. 5 Needful 6 Landscape, 
7 Summons. S Pram, 12 Territory, 54 Arbiter, 15 Hl-wiD, 17 Kansas. 19 Till 21 
Gully, 24 Bag. 


Over the past week or so l have described a number of 
good things that were done in the Macallan International 
Pairs, so I suppose that I ought to redress the balance by 
giving a bad one. Tactfully, I shall preserve the anonymity 
of the players. 

After two passes, East opened One Club and South 
found a vulnerable overcall of One Spade (!). West bid 
One No-trump and North made an unassuming cue-bid of 
Two Clubs (agreeing spades and showing the high-card 
values for a raise to at least the Two level). East bid Three 
Cubs and a relieved South was able to pass, as did West. 
North now launched into Four Diamonds - a splinter bid, 
showing diamond shortage - and East doubled. Again 
South was able to pass, but North was not finished yet 
(remember his initial pass) and be made another cue bid. 
Four Hearts. Now South was compelled to bid Four 
Spades and West's double (a dubious move) ended the 
auction. 

West led +Q against Four Spades doubled and. after 
winning with dummy’s ace, I think that most, if not all, of 
my first-year students would have led 0 Q. preparing for a 
cross-ruff. This seems to lead to an easy 10 tricks, for what 
else could West have for his bidding but a hand that 
included ♦K t J,6,5? 

Declarer’s actual play of ducking a heart ail round at 
trick two baffled both die audience and the commentators, 
and when he later cashed 4 A ... well, all I can say is that 
he managed the rest of the play well enough to escape for 
one down. But. with the Butler scoring method in force, 
this proved a very costly outing. 


Time to eat humble pie. The first problem in the Christmas Quiz 
should have been published with the diagram above. The correct . 
solution to this problem is that Black should double and White ; 

should drop, as published last week. Unfortunately, in writiB*tbe : _ 
quiz I accidentally moved the third man on Black’s one-point to his ’ * : 
three point. This small difference is enough to change .3 
from a drop to a take. I am indebted to several of my colleagues 
from the Double Fives club for pointing out the error of 
a result I am awaiting an additional prize and this is on-ifc way.td V- 1 
Michael Crapper of London. SW18. 3 ■ . ■ *■ 

The main difference that the error hi lhe diagram makes is that l 3 
D ° longer ^ on sequences- ... 

" nU “^ r a ^ »n both ofhis first two . V: -l" 

* one ° f * os f rolk « 21. This small change mates quite 2 

^r^r.s=ss5sa:y 

X=ST4S!S3Es;"-r«-w-.:-,- 

gives"^^^ has P" *CDwbid, ’ 

W - no* cheap it ip worth 

The CD is available from C^i eu J s f ne bear-o® seriously.; 

Flint, Ml 48507-1400? USA &"*"*?* ^ 
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Continuing his series on great 
short railway journeys, 
Matthew Brace takes the train 
fnorn Fort William to Mallaig 

up h Fo * William, 

^landing over the yeaxs several invasSis 
and Skinrushes, to say no thing of atro _ 
cwusweather that lashesXfpan of Iht 
^otMh Highlands. He town’s latest tattle 

feS".' ‘° T 6 ‘ he Z> °™“ tor die 
Caledonian sleeper train from London 

As Charles Moore, owner of a local guest- 
house, explained; “It’s our link with the 
south. If we want to go on holiday, Heathrow 
and Gatwick offer more than Glasgow or Ed- 
mburgb. We just jump on the sleeper and 
we re m Euston before we know it.” 

Thanks to the efforts of Mr Moore and 

mends the sleeper is still running, but they ' 

were not the first train campaigners to fight 
to retain sendees from Fort W illiam The 
track to Mallaig on the coast was under 
threat during Dr Beeching’s time, but was 
saved then, too, by solid local support. 

I and the elderly woman who boarded the 
8.45am last week were grateful to them. We 
were the only two passengers on the train. 
She was going on from Mallaig on the two- 
hour ferry to the tiny island of Eigg, where 
she originally comes from and where her 
daughter still lives. 

We were riding a historic route. A railway 
from the Scottish interior to the Atlantic 
coast was a dream for train buffs for decades, 

I no more so than when the West Highland 

line reached Fort William in 1894. One rea- 
son was to carry the fish stocks from Mallaig 
to markets inland, but the egos of the rail- 
builders must also have played a major part 

Eventually a combination of public funds 
from Westminster coffers and the resources 
of private landowners meant that the line 
: could be funded. However, another seven 
years of hard labour were needed, building 
viaducts, tunnels and cuttings through heavy 
rock and peaty soil, before die first train 
rolled into the dockside station at Mallaig. 

. You leave Fort William heading north east 
but the track soon swings round and runs 
west, with the bulk of Ben Nevis glaring 
down at you from behind the town. The line 
passes the ruins of Inverlochy Castle and 
crosses the River Lochy, where it empties 
into Loch Linnhe. At Banavie the train uses a 
100-year-old swing-bridge across the Cale- 
donian Canal, which is mysteriously drained 
at the moment. Looking right here you 
should be able to make out Neptune’s Stair- 
case, a series of eight locks leading to the 
higher sections of the canaL 

After Corpach (or A’Cbopaicb in Gaelic, 
meaning “place of the bodies”), from where 
the bodies of dead Highland heroes were 
shipped to the holy island of Iona for burial, 
the train passes the Loch Eil Outward Bound 
centre, and then it is on to Glenfmnan. 

These deserted glens are the haunt of 
golden eagles which soar high above the 
track searching for prey. Some are so power- 
ful that they can cany off a small deer. They 
are hard to spot, but the station staff back at 
Fort William had assured me that they were 
out there somewhere. 

The Glenfmnan Monument, topped with a 
statue of Bonnie Prince Charlie, was put up 
in 1815 on what is said to have been the spot 
where his standard was unfurled in 1745 as a 
rallying-point for the dans. You get a marvel- 
lous view of the monument and the small set- 
tlement of Glen finnan from the 100ft- high 
viaduct that the train passes over before stop- 
ping at Glenfiunan station. If you are not go- 
ing all the way to Mallaig, this is a good place 
to hop off and explore. A museum here of- 
fers a quick Scottish history lesson, which you 
can mull over as the train proceeds to Ari- 
saig. 

After Arisaig station the track swings 
north along the Atlantic coastline to the 
beautiful white beaches of Morar, from 
where the Inner Hebridean islands of Rhum, 
Muck and Fig g are visible. Rhum is the most 
distinctive, with its lofty mountains rising up 
out of the sea. 

When you arrive in Mallaig you will 
doubtless be met by a chorus of giant seag- 
ulls. The station is in the heart of Ibe small 
town and a short walk from the harbour, fer- 
ry terminal and the Fishermen’s Mission. 
White taking in the beauty, spare a thought 
for the exhausted labourers who sweated to 

bring to life the dream of a Highland railway 
to the sea. 

trajs adtiy Monday^ 
Saturday, one on Sunday (to 23 May). 

tween 22 May and 6 June, 

HgWand Festn^ a wide ofeven 

■ss^-s-ssr 

ffA— 

children £5.75, adult day return £10.50, chU 
^^^0345484950, or (for 
disabled travellers) 01397 703791. 



Two wheels 
good, four 
wheeb better: 
quad bikes 
were originally 
designed for 
crossing 
farmland 

quickly - but 
driving them in 
mad, muddy 
opcies is much 
more fun 
Photographs; 

penny Kendall 


Mud in the blood 

Nostalgic de la boue? Then look no further. Quad biking is the sport for glorying in mud. And minimal driving experience is required - 
you just roll up and roar off. Eric Kendall sits tight, revs up, and takes the fat-wheeled route to the open fields 


A mud-plugging, high-speed contradiction in 
terms, the quad bike isn't a bike at all, but a four- 
wheeled, go-anywbere machine. With the seat and 
handlebars of a small motorbike, and four very fat 
little wheels shod with knobbly tyres, its practical 
purpose is for crossing farmland quickly and with 
minimal impact. Bui who cares: its impractical pur- 
pose - for driving madly round muddy circuits - 
is much more fun. 

Speeding over rough ground is what it's ail 
about There’s lots of feedback through the 
handlebars, but not much control when the going 
gets slippery. When you know it’s going wrong, all 
you can do is back off the power and sit tight On 
firmer ground, it’s just a great chance to drive the 
way you would like to on a road but can't because 
of other traffic, or daren’t because you value your 
car too highly. 

The great advantage of a quad biking circuit 
is that, as on the M25, everything goes round the 
track in the same direction. Unlike the situation 
on the M25, you can reasonably come within a mud- 
splat of other riders, though touching the rear 
wheels of the bike ahead is a bad idea that sends 
you rearing skywards, and earns an official warn- 
ing for dangerous play. Even without such antics, 
the bouncy nature of the ride can be hilarious for 
both rider and spectator, to whom larger quad dies 
look tike jump jockeys hunched over the wrong 
kind of steed. 

Though quad bikes have more wheels than a 
motorbike - to aid balance under trying conditions 
- the simplest ones have less in the way of com- 
plicated controls such as clutch and gears, so that 
anyone can just roil up and roar off The throttle 
tends to be a simple matter of all or nothing, and 
sometimes you can even forget the brakes, which 
only make you slide when it’s muddy. In the dry, 
it’s a much faster game, and the cornering adhes- 
ion of four wide tyres makes rolling it as easy as 
falling off a quad bike. 

You can do only so much whizzing around in 
circles without an objective, and quad bikes come 
into their own in competition - the kind of “to the 
death” duel that develops between firm friends as 
soon as they see a chequered flag or hear buzzing 



f w 






engines and a phantom Murray Walker scream- 
ing hyperbole into their hehneted ears. 

After a few warm-up laps, the start is a nervy, 
high-revving affair with no quarter given. The bikes 
squirt off ibe line sluggishly (no one could accuse 
them of being quick off die mark) in a wbeel- 
sp inning fight for the best path. Hogging the only 
navigable pair of ruts into the first hifl is likely to 
establish an unassailable position, and will certainly 
shower the pursuing pack with wheel-spun mud 
- which is at least half the point of the exercise 
for rugby players who are missing their weekend 
game. 

Only skulduggery from behind or an error under 
pressure by the front rider is likely to change the 
outcome. Overcooking a fast bend is a sure way 
to blow in drifting inexorably out of the optimum 
curve and away from the area of maximum grip, 
you can suddenly find yourself going nowhere fast, 
wheels spinning, back end snaking and a stream 


of riders hurtling by. Ibo much power into a tight 
bend is even worse, taking you right off the track, 
with the bike ploughing onwards regardless of 
where you steer. At this point, neither braking nor 
praying will help. 

The finer points of the game come quickly to 
most people. Within a couple of laps you’ll be 
bouncing on your seat for extra traction, sitting 
right hack to get the weight over the driving wheels, 
and leaning out round corners to improve con- 
tact with the ground. You may only be in some 


forest in Wales, but in your mind’s eye you’re as- 
cending the podium, being garlanded and sprayed 
with cham pagne, having gloriously taken the World 
Quad Biking Championships, putting Britain 
right back where it belongs in motorsport - ex- 
actly the kind of lapse in concentration that can 
lead to the wrong line through a boggy dip, a 
squelchy grind to a halt, and the humiliation of 
“the man” coming to tow you out, long after the 
race has been won. 

Quackling essentials 

Most quad hiking outfits use simple machines: 
there’s a throttle lever on the handlebars to make 
them go, brakes like those on a mountain bike, au- 
tomatic transmission and a lever beside your right 
leg with which to select reverse if it all becomes 
too dull amply going around forwards. There are 
also more powerful, four-wheel-drive versions, 
which few members of the public have the self- 
control to handle safely round a track. 

Quad bikes are the machines whose distant 
drone could ruin somebody’s weekend, so circuits 
tend to be miles from the nearest habitation. 
Acorn Activities (01432 830083) runs a new, pur- 
pose-built course at a woodland site in Here- 
fordshire and also has locations in Shropshire and 
Wiles; they can provide a complete package, in- 
ducting quality accommodation near each of their 
sites. Rob Island Country Crafts & Leisure 
(01608 650413) operates in tire Cotswolds, and 
KCS Sport (01832 273134) can organise quad bik- 
ing countrywide. 

Helmets should always be provided; check that 
overalls are also available, or wear very old 
clothes, particularly in muddy conditions. Boots 
(or old trainers) are essential. 


WHAT, WHERE, WHEN ... 


Ever wanted to query the Aristotelian universe, or ask Isaac Newton about his fluxions? If so, 
then the Kent Festival of Science is for you. After some idle chit-chat with visiting scientists Galileo, 
Newton and Einste in (all looking pretty good for their age, ft must be said), you can engage in 
a multitude of interactive scientific displays and experiments. For example, test your sporting 

potential with a Batak board, 

. ~ 1 make a Jurassic jelly, and then 

I ■ ir - • ~ • | relax by gazing at the stars in an 

I 1 inflatable planetarium. 


7 



Kent Usthvlcf Science, Canterbury 
College, New Dover Rood, Canter- 
bury \ Kent, 18-19 February. Ad- 
mission charges: adults £5.50, 
children £4 £0. For more inform- 
ation, cad 01707 283008. 
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New York city breaks 


3 nights in the “Big Apple” 

from only £429 
Departures in March,, 
November & December 1998 
Come with us and experience one of the 
most exciting dries in the world. There are 
certainly plenty of things to see and do; visit 
the Empire State Building and enjoy a 
spectacular view of the dty by day or night; 
stroll in Central Park or take a boat trip to 
the Statue of Liberty. 

The dty is also famous for its shopping and 
its entertainment aod there will be plenty of 
opportunity to enjoy both during your stay. 
Our optional excursion programme offers a 
guided tour of Manhattan and a fantastic 
helicopter ride above the skyscrapers for a 
unique and unforgettable view of the dty. 



USA Christmas Shopping Breaks 
in Washington and Boston 
ALSO AVAILABLE FROM ONLY £369 


Said fa yonr brochure today, call our bradmit hotline on: 

0990 55 33 55 

or return the coupon bdow to: 
In dependent USA City Breaks Offer, 
Festive Holidays Ltd, Pate Court, North Place, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL50 4DY. 

I 

I Independent USA City Breaks Offer 
i Ptease forwart me the toUnwrtng brochures): 

1 □ New York O Boston EDwaatangton 

| NametlMMrs/Ms) 

! Address:.. 


Tnae holidays haw been -ananged in chnj mvtvwn prtH } 

Festive Holidays Ltd, ABTA V106X, ATOL 2172 ! ^ Coda: — 

. Begin BBjd*adlWg967NewManerP »AlMih^ I jr ' I OPjaas e tick this b c» a yau do not 'wdito recawe tutors cflers 
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16/ARTS 


Fabulous Butcher Boy 


A WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 


Like the central character in his latest film, Neil Jordan would rather not grow up. Nick Hasted asked him why 


SOME SCORN has been 
poured on poor old John 


IT WAS the voice NeD Jordan 
recognised first Insistently in- 
nocent, ultima refy terrible, it was 
a voice he couldn't have in- 
vented, but it suited him like 
skin. It was the voice of the 
Butcher Boy, Frantic Brady, a 
voice heard first in the head of 
Irish writer Patrick McCabe. 
The Butcher Boy was his novel 
and Jordan didn’t want to direct 
iL But when be started to work 
on its screenplay, be found he 
had no choice. The voice 
wouldn't leave him. He'd grown 
up hearing it, after alL “It’s the 
voice of rural Ireland, 7 ’ he says, 
“the surreal pleasure in the or- 
dinary you used to find there. 
1 grew up in Dublin, not the 
country. But I knew that child's 
voice so well.” 

Jordan is sitting in the Soho 
office where he began his 

Butcher Bay. He talks quietly but 

with an even rhythm, looking 
out of the window absently. He’s 
been around a long time, but his 
magical, complicated visions 
haven't wavered. There are 
sickly-sweet sensations in Night 
in TUnisia, the 1976 collection 
of short stories which made his 
young name, which linger still, 
attitudes in his first, impres- 
sionistic novel The Past , which 
surface in the sweep of Michael 
Collins. All his films are dreams, 
false memories. The sensuous 
fairytale landscape of The Com- 
pany of Wolves seeps into 
the London of The Crying 
Game. 

The Butcher Boy may be the 
first time the source of those 
dreams has been reached. It’s 
set in the Ireland of the early 
1960s. Its young boy. Francie, 
talks to the Virgin Mary and to 
aliens, to fish in the river and 
to his best friend. It’s an imag- 
inative world so rich that, when 
his best friend abandons him, it 
bursts its banks, bloodily drown- 
ing the “real” world around him 
as he seeks vengeance on his 
neighbours. It’s the Ireland 
Neil Jordan grew up in. 

“One of the reasons I want- 
ed to do the movie was to rein- 
vent that world,” he says. “I 
remember that mental atmos- 
phere so well the mixture of in- 
nocence and savagery, the 
strange cruelties. At school and 
at church, you were told about 
realities that had nothing to do 
with the world aronnd you. 
You were told that God spoke 
to you personally. When I was 
a child, I spent half my time in 
a world that was not real at alL 
I remember being told at school 
that when God wanted priests, 
you just heard his voice. He said, 
Til choose you', and there was 
nothing you could do about it. 



Neil Jordan: ‘Ifis a sfeory of repression of emotion, of cultural deprivation, of people who can't even say they love each other* 


“1 wandered around for two 
years with my hands on my ears 
in case I heard that voice say- 
ing, ‘Ned’. It was like being con- 
nected to another world These 
things are very real to a child. 
Ireland wasn't really penetrat- 
ed by the outside world until the 
late Sixties. It was a place out- 
side time in a way, a preserved 
world. It was a world of mad- 
ness, actually.” 

It was a world of more than 
religion. Francie 's acquaintance 
with the Virgin Mary is no 
more real to him than the 
American horror comics he de- 
vours, or the science-fiction 
films he sees. Francie makes no 
distinction. He’s lost in a world 
of wonder. So was Jordan. “The 
church's imaginative realities 
could be transferred to Dracu- 
ia. To The Twilight Zone" he re- 
members, “stuff you saw on 
television. 

“When the Virgin Mary ap- 
pears in the film, I thought 
about using a theremin, so 
she’d sound like a spaceship 
landing. You tend to live in that 
world when you’re a kid. It’s 
hard to remember it exactly 


now, and I don’t want to go on 
about h. I don’t want to car- 
icature that time. I didn’t want 
to in the film.” 

The character whom Fran- 
rie most resembles is the boy in 
Volker Schl&ndorfFs film of 
Gunter Grass’s The Tin Drum. 
But where that child stops grow- 
ing, standing for the suppressed 
horror of the Nazi Germany 
he’s bom into. Irish Francie 
seems to swell with the repres- 
sions of his town. It's as if he’s 
the irfof Ireland, freezing at the 
Sixties’ start. 

“It is a story of repression of 
emotion,” Jordan agrees, “It's a 
story of cultural deprivation, it's 
a story of people who can’t even 
say they love each other until 
they're dead. That’s very true of 
the Ireland I know. But it’s true 
of other countries, too. Look at 
the Urrited Stales. No matter bow 
many therapists you go to see, 
they don’t teach you how to deal 
with your own feelings" 

Francie himself represses 
almost nothing, except the de- 
sire to grow up. He keeps his 
child's world of games and 
dreams pristine, until his inno- 


cence ruins him. It’s this per- 
sonal suppression, this desper- 
ation. that Jordan identifies 
with most deeply of alL “He ac- 
tually refused to believe that his 
world of childhood certainties 
would end,” he says with ani- 
mation, “I remember feeling 
that so dearly. We grew up near 
a big old Guinness estate that 
went to ruin, so when I was a 
kid I was in its trees every day. 
I'd be Robin Hood. I remem- 
ber when kids' tastes began to 
change at 10 or 11, when they 
didn't want to play any more. I 
remember not wanting to do 
that. 1 just wanted to run 
around in my Robin Hood cos- 
tume. And then you end up in 
the tree on your own, and you 
say ‘Where have they all gone?'. 

Was he like the boy Frande 
in other ways? “The boy who 
plays him looks the spitting 
image of me when I was that 
age," he chuckles. “His face is 
so huge! But he’s from rural Ire- 
land. and kids grow up pretty 
fast there. I thought the lan- 
guage in the script was so bad 
he might be upset, but he said, 
‘No bother’. So he starts acting. 


and the stuff coming out of him 
was so extraordinary I had to ask 
him to stop - ‘ Ya spermy little 
bastard!’ It’s down-borne rural 
stuff. I wasn't like that. I grew 
up in the suburbs of Dublin. I 
read and 1 scribbled.” 

In the decades since, Jordan 
has never completely lost that 
attachment to boyhood. It's no 
wonder that, in all his dealings 
in the compromised, “adult” 
world of Hollywood, he seems 
hardly to have been touched. He 
still thinks of himself as a mar- 
ginal character, just as he did 
when I first met him, before the 
release of The Crying Gome gave 


him his first Hollywood success. 
He’s since made Interview with 
the Ihmpire and Michael Collins, 
major releases. Surely he’s been 
tempted, along the way, to 
change his Dature? 

■ “1 just want to make inde- 
pendent films.” be says. “The 
Butcher Boy is a Wirner Broth- 
ers movie, so the conversation 
is absurd. But whether it's a 
small movie set in Ireland or 
London or a big studio movie, 
I want to make it with, the 
same spirit, the same free- 
doms.” 

The Butcher Boy is released 
on Friday 20 February. 


Prtscofl because he decided, 
after his dousing at The Brils, 
to stay doggedly on so that he 
could watch Fleetwood Mac. 
Had he hung on wet and fu- 
rious for Shola Ama or AO 
Saints, the cynics say, he 
might have redeemed at least 
a little street cred for New 
Labour. But Fleetwood Mac? 

As it happens, I'm with 
Prescott on this one. From 
■ where I sat at last Monday's 
show, Fleetwood Mac gave 
the best set not by a whisker 
but by a mile, and the Lon- 
don Arena can rarely have 
seen so many people of all 
ages up and boogie-iog as 
during tbat all too brief 15 
minutes or so. 

The state of middle-aged 
rock, even for those bands 
that do not possess the ever- 
e there al Stevie Nicks, re- 
mains reasonably healthy as' 
far as live performance goes. 
What is more puzzling, and 
a lot more interesting, is the 
state of middle-aged rack 
writing. The Stones' new al- 
bum is -actually rather good, 
but does not contain a true 
classic. Paul Simon’s new mu- 
sical is his worst album ever; 
Paul McCartney’s latest sig- 
nals a renaissance, but he also 
has not really delivered for 
years. Pete Tbwnshend and 
Ray Davies, writers of Eng- 
lish eccentricity, whose songs 
captured both the optimistic 
spirit and the neuroses of an 
era, seem to have given up. 

It's a massive irony that 
live performance, which was 
supposed to limit the life- 
span of rock *n’ rollers, stiH 
sees the big names playing big 
arenas. Yet composing, which 
makes no demands on waist 
or hairlines, finds them want- 
ing. Roger Dal trey of The 
Who once told me that be 
was disappointed that all pop 
composers can deal with 
young love, but none had 
(added the subject of middle- 
aged angst He was particu- 
larly disappointed, he added, 
that The Who’s composer, 
Pete Tbwnshend, had not 
tackled the subject a subject 
that would have appeared 
made for him. Townshend in 
turn told me that he and his 


contemporaries had a youth- 
ful energy in the Sixties which 
was now gone. 

If s true that most rock and 
pop composers seem rooted 
in their first subject matter, 
find it unsuitable and virtually 
throw in the tqweL I’Ve nev- 
er really understood why. In 
□o other musical form, from 
opera to ja2Z, are writers re- 
dundant in their middle years. 

They are often on the 
verge of their greatest works. 
And even if they find the neu- 
roses and occasional joys of 

middle age inappropriate, 

why can’t the pop composers 
simply continue with the sub- 
ject matter of their youth? 
There should be no reason 
why Paul McCartney couldn't 
write “Penny Lane" now. 
But somehow we don’t expect 
him to, and he doesn't expect 
himself to either. 
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I think there is a sense 
among the writers that the 
medium is no longer appro- 
priate for them, leading to a 
sense of insecurity. That 
struck me when 1 received a 
phone call recently from a po- 
lite chap saying he ran a 
band, it was about to go on 
a tour and could 1 give them 
a plug? Which little garage 
outfit was this, I wondered 
wearily? “We’re called Fair- 
port Convention," be said 
helpfully. The architects of 
British electric folk should be 
a lot more sure of themselves. 
So should ail our middle-aged 
songwriters. As Ear as street 
cred goes, a great new song 
is worth more than a dozen 
jugs of water poured over a 
Cabinet minister. 


TOMORROW IN THE SEVEN-SECTION 


ON SUNDAY 



THE WEEK ON RADIO 
ROBERT HANKS 


STANLEY Kubrick is supposed 
to have banned screenings of his 
film ofi4 Clockwork Orange in 
Britain after a copycat killing. 
As yet however, recorded in- 
cidents of extreme violence in- 
spired by radio drama are thin 
on the ground, and the picture 

is unlikely to be changed by last 
Saturday's adaptation of A 
Clockwork Orange on Radio 4. 
The problem for radio violence 
is partly one of emotional in- 
tensity -seeing blood being in- 
evitably more disturbing than 
hearing about iL Even more im- 
portantly. though, it’s a matter 
of sheer comprehensibility; 
thumps and gurgles, the sug- 
gestive chorus of faultyplumb- 
ing tbat stands in for most 
forms of assault short of a gun- 
fight are loo unspecific to be 
much help to the listener. 

Of course, comprehensibil- 
ity can be overrated - some of 
the best radio plays are ones 
that are prepared to let go of 
clarity and nuance every so of- 
ten, if it means boosting action 
and emotional realism. But in 
this case there were too many 
imponderables going on. John 
Hardy's electronic soundtrack, 
thumping and glooping away in 
the background, competed with 
dialogue spoken largely in Nad- 
sat the future slang Anthony 
Burgess invented for the book 
- a complex jargon which on ra- 
dio reduces every conversation 
to a matter of squally muskrats 
in the upchuck and noddying 
the flobalobs. 

The net result was that to 
begirt with at any rate, it was 
hard to make out anything 
much, except perhaps the ^jtash 
of metaphorical bathwater 
swiftly followed by the splat of 
a figurative baby. Adding oc- 


casional translation only served 
to set the listener's zoobies. or 
teeth, on edge and oobivat, or 
kill the pace and authenticity. 

Later, as the ear adjusted, 
things improved, but only to 
leave you wondering if 
Burgess's original is all it's 
cracked up to be. Every imag- 
ined future is bound to pale be- 
sides reality when it eventually 
arrives, but some wear worse 
than others. It's symptomatic of 
Burgess’s failure that be based 
Nadsal on Russian, apparently 
m the hope that it would not 
date. As things have turned oul 
it has dated extraordinarily bad- 
ly -no one would now think that 
Russia could ever compete with 
the United Slates as a centre 
of teenage cnlture, and the 
very idea fixes A Clockwork 
Orange firmly in its Cold War- 
context 

The same dualism blunts 
the novel’s moral; in the person 
of Alex the vicious teenage thug 
with the passion for Beethoven, 
Burgess projected a fairly clear- 
cut choice between moral free- 
dom with all its attendant evils, 
and goodness achieved at the 
cost of individual wilL He seems 
to have been unprepared for the 
cosy blandness that has over- 
taken civilisation - where Heav- 
en and HcU is the title of a Radio 
2 documentary about Joe Jack- 
son. and where aO the threat and 
beauty is soothed oul of music 
by Brian Kay’s leechlike tones. 
Al least Kay in person is more 
tolerable than Petroc 
Trelawncy. who last week spent 
Brian Kay’s Sunday Morning 
speculating on what Brian 
might be up to on his holidays 
in New Zealand. Radio rarely 
inspires violence, but this came 
damn close. 



Actress Emily Watson talks 
about the unusual men in her life 


PLUS: 

Love and duty - the Duke of Windsor’s own 
photographs of the abdication crisis 


■ Calvin Klein exclusive - a peek at the latest 
collection with Kate Moss and Christy Turlington 


The humble British cheese-and-pickle sandwich 
takes Paris by storm 


fir 







17/RACING 




-;F.: 

• r 

'.-K 


•f 


s life 
targe for 

screen 

^ r °°^ ° n the tra 'ner poised to 
strengthen his link with todays big race 

THEREmayhave been hints of .- 

severai well-known Newmarket wth P Ient y of rides 

figures mixed up m the arrosanr ™» and a year later he 

despicable villain of the BBC 1 * 3 W|Qner in the Queen's 

unlamented series Train** k... ^ ° urs at York - Soon moving 

onto jumpers, he won the first 
of four National Hum champi- 
onships in the 1962-63 season, 

lD ptMg a paitneiship with Cap- 

lain Ryan Price which was not 
just successful, but controversial 
too. 


unlamemed series Trainer, but 
as yet only one British handler 
has seen himself portrayed in 
glorious, big-screen celluloid. It 
was Josh Gifford, and he was 
not much impressed by the fi- 
nal result. 

The film was Champions, 


telling the stoiy of the improb- than in 

able Grand National victSJof , years of the 

Gifford's Aldaniti and it fen m (now Tote * Gold 

Edward Woodwardto portray J^^^dGiffordpr 0 - 
^trame,-! thought thefij ra^stsTZ^^ 






was very disappointing,” Gifford 
said this week. “We saw a pre- 
view before the premiere and I 
thought it was fantastic, it really 
brougbnears to my eyes, but the 
actual premiere was very dis- 
appointing. They’d done a lot 
of cutting, and I think they cut 
the proper parts out.” 

From Woodward’s point of 
view, though, it must have been 
an impossible assignment. 
Method acting is one thing but 
it would take more than a few 
early mornings on wintry Sus- 
sex down] and to gel under the 
skin of a racing character like 
Gifford. You would need to 
have lived the life and laid 
down the experience, from the 
moment when a 10-year-old 
boy left home in 1952 and set 
out to be a jockey. 

“It was in the blood,” he says, 
“my father rode over 100 point- 
to-point winners before I was 
bora, and I never thought about 
doing anything else. One day, 
father came back from Hunt- 
ingdon races with the tr aine r, 
Mr [Cliff] Beechener. and 1 was 
showing off on my pony. He 
came up to me and said, “what 
do you want to be?’ I said, ‘a 
jockey’, like anybody would at 
that age. He said Vhen do you 
want to start?’, I said ‘next 
week’, and he said *fine’. I was 
bloody homesick for a long 
lime. I’d ring home every Sun- 
day, and they’d ask, ‘are you 
happy?*, and I’d say ‘yes’, when 
1 wasn't But I wasn't going to 
give in.” 

By the time Gifford left 
Beechener for a job in New- 
market at the age of 74, he had 
already served a three-year ap- 


won the inaugural running, in 
1962, when 41 hurdlers ca- 
reered around Liverpool's tight 
course with predictably disas- 
trous results. Stan Mellor was 
seriously injured in a fall at the 
second, and the race moved the 
following year to Newbury, 
when Rosyth won again, ap- 
parently after showing unusu- 
al improvement Price’s licence 
was temporarily suspended, 
and Gifford was banned for six 
weeks. 

“The old man was told be- 
fore the race that we'd be 
warned off if we won, and he 
said, *wfaar am 1 supposed to do, 
not run and tell them we're 
guilty?’,'' he says. “I remember 
getting to Newbury that day and 
asking the guvnor what I sh ou ld 
say if they had us in, and he said, 
'just tell them the truth, like we 
always do. No one will ever go 
wrong doing that Joshua’.” 

Two years later, they were 
back in the winners’ enclosure 
with Le Vennontois, and again 
the next year, with Hill House, 
whose 12-length victory 
prompted jeers from some pun- 
ters. “Some of them didn’t like 
it way much, but I didn't bear 
any of the booing,” Gifford 
says. “He was very well trained, 
the Captain was an artist and he 
made a very good job of it, but 
he didn’t do any cheating. He 
told everyone before the race 
that it would win, so I really 
can’t see what he did wrong. I 
just don’t think people realised 
what a genius he was.” 

The ban after Rosylh’s sec- 
ond victory was in his thoughts 
again recently when Leighton 
Aspeli, Gifford's young condi- 



Gifford has a strong contender for today’s Tote Gold Trophy in Mr Percy 


tional jockey, was suspended for 
a week after being arrested, but 
not charged, in connection with 
a doping investigation. “Thirty 
years ago it was an absolute 
joke, and I honestly think it’s 
ever more of a joke now," he 
says. “I was big enough to get 
over it, I was the champion jock- 
ey, but when it happens to a 
young boy like .this, what he's 
had to go through has been so 
unnecessary and simple-mind- 
ed. They’ve gone about it like 
cowboys.” 

The Tote Gold Trophy still 
has a special place in Gifford’s 
affections, not least since he be- 
came the first person to win 


both as jockey and trainer when 
Deep Sensation won in 1990. 
“After the National, this is the 
next race which comes to 
mind," he says. “It was always 
a lucky race for us, and if it had 
really been going my way, I 
would have won the first six.” 
This afternoon, his runners Mr 
Percy, whose claims are obvious 
after two comfortable wins so 
far this season. 

“To be absolutely honest, I 
don’t believe he’s as good as his 
form shows,” Gifford says, “but 
I hope Tin going to be proved 
wrong. I’d be a little more con- 
fident as well if the race was at 
Cheltenham, but be couldn't be 


in better form and he won't let 
the punters down.” 

Victory would be something 
of a relief for a yard which has 
had a quiet season so far, and 
may not be overburdened with 
runners at the Festival next 
month. Even so, Gifford is one 
of just five current trainers with 
more than 100 winners at Chel- 
tenham to his name, even if it 
did famously take him 18 years 
with a licence to saddle one at 
the Festival meeting itself. 

It is now almost 50 years 
since the 10-year-old with a 
pony and big ambitions set off 
to become a jockey, and still his 
only regret is that he did not 


Photograph: Robert Hattam 


make more of his talent for 
cricket (He did, however, bowl 
out Brian Lara in a charity 
match a few years ago, which is 
not bad considering that Gifford 
reckons himself more of a bats- 
man). 

“Racing has been so good to 
me. I’ve loved every second of 
it,” he says. “It’s harder work 
nerw, it’s a young man’s sport 
and owners expect you to go out 
to dinner, to entertain and be 
entertained when at my age you 
want to go to bed at 10 o’clock. 
But I still enjoy the winners, and 
HI carry on until I find out what 
ny children want to da And an- 
way, I can’t afford to retire." 




GREG WOOD- 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 


V is for . . . 


Vefs certificate Piece of paper 
which proves to the stewards 
that a trainer actually has a 
good reason for scratching a 
horse on the morning of a race, 
other than that they overslept 


and missed all the fancy early 
prices. This is good news for 
punters, who understandably 
prefer to know about any phys- 
ical handicaps their selection 
may be harbouring before it 
runs rather than afterwards, 
when a dismal run will often be 
casually dismissed as the result 
of a . . . 

Virus: Marvellous catch-all ex- 
cuse which relies on the certain 
knowledge that very few pun- 
ters care much for microbiol- 
ogy, other than that nagging 
worry about whether the bloke 
hacking his lungs up in the cor- 
ner of the betting shop mere- 
ly has a 60-a-day fag habit, or 
something more contagious. 
No one can deny that the av- 
erage stable, be it at the race- 
course or a trainer’s yard, is 
very much tike the average 
nursery school, foil of young- 
sters with immature immune 
systems and a fairly casual ap- 
proach to basic hygiene. None 
the less. The Virus is invoked 
so frequently to explain a dis- 


appointing performance that 
you could easily imagine bell- 
ringers with trolleys patrolling 
the streets of Lam bo urn and 
Newmarket, inviting the locals 
to bring out their dead. There 
are, of course, many and var- 
ious bugs doing the rounds of 
the equine population at any 
one time, any one of which witi 
take enough of the edge off a 
horse to cause it to run below 
its best. In these days of fre- 
quent blood tests, though, 
which should show up an in- 
cubating illness via a high 
white-cell count. The Virus is 
an excuse which should be go- 
ing out of fashion. It seems, 
however, that it is just too con- 
venient for many trainers to let 
go. 

Verne t, Helen: Something of a 
overlooked heroine in the his- 
tory of the womens’ movement, 
Helen Verne t was Ladbrokes’ 
on-course rails rep for more 
than 30 years in the first half 
of the century, and remains one 
of the only women to have 


made an impression in what to 
this day remains a deeply chau- 
vinist business. Small and well- 
spoken, Vernet stood no 
chance of competing for at- 
tention with the bellowing 
male bookies on nearby pitch- 
es, but thanks to careful culti- 
vation of her client base, she 
turned Ladbrokes into the 
bookmaker of choice, first for 
many of the upper-crust female 
racegoers of the time and then, 
by association, plenty of their 
equally well-heeled partners. 
She insisted on working almost 
until her death, in 1956, at the 
age of 79, and would surely be 
disappointed that no woman 
since has made an equivalent 
mark in bookmaking. 

Value Which means different 
things to different punters. 
There are still those, for in- 
stance, who insist that since an 
odds-on winner is better than 
a 10-1 loser, the best approach 
to betting is to maximise the 
number of winners you back, 
no matter how short the price. 


A growing number of punters, 
however, now lake a long- 
term view, and appreciate that 
the strike-rate necessary to 
make a profit from hot fav- 
ourites is impossibly high, 
whereas someone backing only 
at, say, odds of 5-1 or more sim- 
ply needs to succeed in one 
race in six to break even. The 
arrival of newspaper features 
highlighting the best odds on 
offer has allowed punteis to 
compare the odds in a matter 
of moments, although any 
prices picked out by the resi- 
dent experts as worthy of a bet 
will vanish just as swiftly. Hunt- 
ing for the best offer available 
and setting an absolute mini- 
mum- 3-1 is as good a line as 
any - below which you will nev- 
er tread is no guarantee of ul- 
timate success, but it will 
always show a better long- 
term return than an addiction 
to odds-on chances. 

Valentine's: The day on which 
we celebrate love, both re- 
quited and otherwise. Also a 


huge open ditch which is 
jumped twice in the Grand Na- 
tional, and has broken just as 
many hearts. 

View, Ihldng A: Once common 
but nowall but extinct practice, 
whereby a bookmaker would 
decide that he did not fancy a 
particular horse and set about 
“getting” it, that is, extemfing 
its odds to attract as much cash 
as possible in the expectation 
that it would be staying in his 
satchel. These days, the major 
bookies tend to fail into line 
faster than a well-drilled 
squadron of 61ite troops, al- 
though Ladbrokes did do some 
good business - and also at- 
tracted valuable publicity - 
over theft view that CarvilJsHDl 
would not win the 1992 Gold 
Cup. More often than not, 
though, you will find that if a 
bookie takes a view, be does so 
only when the stable lad doing 
the horse in question has as- 
sured him on oath that the an- 
imal dropped dead a couple of 
hours ago. 
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By Ri chard Edmondson 

IT WAS while he was being 
questioned on television about 
the fate of the “weighing-room 
three” that Ted Walsh tame up 
with a strange allusion. He 

thought the case epitomised the 

sort of justice you could find in 
Britain, the sort that befell his 
countrymen in Guildford and 
Birmingham- 

It is perhaps fitting then that 
Wfclsh participates today in a 
great international love-in at 
Newbury on St Valentine’s Day, 
a card which exhibits that the 
Brits can organise a meeting 

when all Irish parties are happy. 

There are five Irish entries for 

the Tbte Gold Tiophy, and, with 

the greatest respect to Walsh’s 
Commanche Court, the best of 

those appears ro be Graphic 
Equaliser. Arthur Moore’s win- 
ner of the Ladbroke Hurdle has 
been put up 161b by the Irish 
handicap? er for his Leopard- 
stown win but carries just a 

mandatory 4fo penally here - the 

difference between a brick and 
a t oothp ick in his saddlecloth. 

Indeed, there are many 
judges willing to speculate that 
the six-year-old wffl go on from 
this afternoon to play a con- 
siderable role in the Champion 
Hurdle. Though he may be 
con te stin g only a handicap, this 
is not a rash thought. Gold Tft>- 
phy winners do rather well 
when trekking west 

Twelve months ago. Make A 
Stand ran his opponents ragged 
in this race before making his 
rivals look scruffy at the Festi- 
val. The previous year, the 
Newbury winner. Squire Silk, 
managed fifth at Cheltenham, 
while Mysilv achieved a similar 
position in 1995. The most re- 
markable result, though, was 
four years ago, when Large 
Action, Ob So Risky and Flakey 
Dove, the first three from New- 
bury, filled the same places at 
Cheltenham, though it was the 
mare that led home the boys on 
the major occasion. 

The rationale for this histo- 
ry is simple. Newbury's race has 
alwaysheen extraordinarily valu- 
able (this year it is worth a min- 
imum £100.000) and inevitably 
attracts some very good horses, 
many of them improving up a 
steep curve. As a searching 
blowout before the Festival it 
could not be better timed. 

Kerawi, the second fav- 
ourite, is another who is being 
primed for the Champion. The 
gelding’s win in the Christmas 
Hurdle does not look as good, 
however, now the three be- 
hind him that day were slain by 
Master Beveled at Sandown 
last Saturday. 

A trawl through the form 
book suggests that neither he 
nor Graphic Equaliser has as 
good a chance as Mr Percy. The 
seven-year-old represents the 
man with the richest pedigree in 
the race. Josh Gifford, and he 
too has his sights trained oh an- 


Racing results 


BANGOR 

2.00: 1. RACKETBALL (C Uawebrd 
7-1 ; 2. Dscoupags "B-ll lav; 3. Big Paries 
12-1. 14 ran. 7. 1%>I Tivte&xvDavies). Totr. 
£750;EUaEl3QEaQEF:E47nCSF:Erj0Q 
Tffe.-eruQ NRrOaudySB. 

230: 1. PEPTTIST (D Sunday) TK8; 2. Th- 
tano Gold 5-2 tor, 3. Coal As A Cucum- 
ber n-t 12 ran. 7, a (M Hammond). TbOr 
E530; C25Q. ClflQ &W0. DR EttJIX CSF: 
E2Q8a THcast £16134. Trio: Cea5Q 
3.00: 1. EBEN AL HABEEB {S Wyma) 
20-1; 2 Rhuir Wyo 14-1; 3. EriccAa «-l 
11 ran. 13a to Coral tatand. & 13 l{dmo 
C afn) TbaB £2620; ESSQ £S9tt £371 DF: 
E388AQ CSP: S234Ba ’BicasC E2fi8a301a 
£25400 

330: 1. MOW WE KNOW (T J Maptiy) 
16-1; 2. Lord Of The Woof 8-1; 3 Muter 
BWa 9-4 few. 12 ran. 20. 'h. (M Shmperd). 
IMe: £2330; StSOL £2AQ £190 DR K&Z5Q. 
CSF: CTEfiS TVteast E36322. Trto: E5&5Q 
300: 1.JENN1FS PROSPECT (R Mc- 
Qmtti) *l;3 Khnar^IMm 0-1; 3 Um 
S treet BIum 25-1; 4. Grata Times 16-1 IB 
ran. 5-4 tev GdannUfy (ptAed up). 1 V*. 3 
JU J ONeffl) Tb*r £247^ S0QE18Q£a2Q 
C3BQ DF: E«Ma CSF: £16231 TMcast 
C307OM Tito: Not won. hfft Severn Reel 
430: 1. LORD RELIC {Ur R Fard) M tor; 
3 Principle Music 9-1; 3 Andaman 3-1 
14 ran. 13. ia (S Broatahaw). "tote: £320; 
CtM £270L £W0L DF: £2170. CSF: £2172 
Trio: £3X1 Wfc James The First. 

SAHfcl. BORA BORA (LSutherm 13-8 
tow; 2 Fannyw taa S2; 3 Qramy Rich 50-1 
18 ran.^ ^ 16. (N TWatocvOauiesl Uk £280; 
£17Q£22Q£S3Q DF: £25Q CSF: £U&Mu 
&1BB3QL 

Ptocapob £7BBSQ Quadpob £17730 
Place 6: SS40600 Ptaea 5: E27BSI 

NEWBURY 

TJOI-ZAFARABADtRJtiYBon)^^ 
a “SWSeweli B6- 1 :- 3 SMMng 33-1 5 
“iPSl&JD Nicholson). DMk £170; £ltX 
£550 DF: £i4JO CSF: £2tH. 

» “®L ySH 1 P POMI) T1-V, 

2 onm BMt9-1;3 Haitom Unto O-ii 

'*■ W Camrion). ibtetoso: 
£220£tH* £UO DF: £ SfiO CSF: PQfrW 

S3 

CSF: Baft «Sa 

s&'&ttfisasiHs 

EulQi 

^l-MUlUOAHIRJdraonlM;! 

mmsesns 

IJfWBSnft 

, 1. KEN RISK (Jamie Ewns) 12-1; 

3Dan De Man M tav, 3 Pramtor Gso- 
io ran. 12, a (M Pipe), tuk 
£ 1450; £300; £160, £150 Dft £3420 CSF: 
EMamtew: £13343 ^ TMk £3&0Q Wt Riv- 
er Down 

4-50: 1. EAU DE COLOGNE (R Dun- 


he’s won two nice races he 
mi ph t as weD have a crack at 
thjs” Gifford said. “If he's lucky 
enough to win or be plawd we 

jjjjgJtteve a crack at the Oram- 

oassasm. 

is then, to foHow Ask Tom 
/1 45) on to the day s roster of 

wmneis. Tbelatter has been get- 

.ting the better, albeit narrow- 

l7of Vjkmg Flagship in recent 

is more likely » 

be the One improving fora nu- 
merically disappointing Game 

Sp, J2kSSr The Third (1.15) 
is hairily a surprising selection 
‘for the opener, though an ar- 
resting element of the day is the 
first screening of Market Rase* 3 
since it formed part of the 
ITV7 in 1982. “Those that 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Elusive Star 
(Catterick 1-35) 

NB: Mr Percy 
(Newbury 2-20) 

haven’t seen this delightful rur- 
al course will see what a splen- 
did place it is,” Charlie Moore, 
the derk of the course and Mar- 
ket Rasen head of tourism, 
jwirt yesterday. “I feel that part 
of Uttoxeter's rise out of the 
ashes is because they have had 
this higher profile. And I know 
perfectly well from my own in- 
volvement at ttferwick last year 
that people think the place is go- 
ing places just because it has 
been on television. There is that 
perception.” 

One reality, of course, was 
that Uttoxeter used to pay 
Channel 4 for the privilege of 
having their racecourse bill- 
boarded on national televsion. 
Charlie is a bit coy when it 
comes to divulging if he has 
done the same. “We have had 

to do a deal,” he said. “We have 

bad a bit of help.” 

An interesting aspect will be 

how many helicopters survive 
the spiral down to the track as, 
during the war, Market Rasen 
was requisitioned as an anti-air- 
craft headquarters. Another el- 
ement to sharpen the mind will 
be how many beasts actually 
contest the finale, the Gold 
Card qualifier. 

In a similar contest at War- 
wick last month there were 
eight non-runners in a heat 
which allowed participation at 
Cheltenham for horses that 
had merely been declared to 
run,, never mind take part. 
Tbrda Vert is already a non-run- 
ner in Lincolnshire and it re- 
mains to be seen if today will 
approach anything like the case 
of the “Warwick Eight”. ■ 

• Jamie Osborne, one of the 
three jockeys arrested in the 
doping and race-fixing investi- 
gation by police, is to break his 
silence on BBC television today. 
Osborne will be interviewed 
after the 1.15 race at Newbury. 


wood# ^2; 2 Flarioy Vltood M-l; 3 Law- 
downs 11-2 9 raa 4-1 tov Eliug. 3 4 (Mrs 
L FGcftarda). Tbto; £540: £UQ. £243 £260. 
DR £53*1 CSF; £Seaa TMcast £29173 Tto; 
£8850. NRs: CbkBsaan, Naim FtokL QNra- 
eswan (6-1) was withdavn not infer odere 
Rrig 4 npptasto al bats, deduction top n 
th# pound. 

Jackpot Not won Pool of £1456506 car- 
ried forward to Mewturv today. 

Ptocopot £3190. Ouadpot £1430. 

Ptoot 5: Ctoaa Plica 5: £373 

SOUTHWELL 

14tt1- BOLD FAITH (DR McCabe) 12-1; 
2 Cheerful Groom W; 3 Shamokin 50-1 

10 ran. S-4 fav Dust f«h); N* & (W Mus- 
BOi). ■fcfcEBSOj £S4ft £160, £a*J. DF: 
gg42a CSF: ESQBl Tricast £245945. Trio: 
£2X6a 

210: 1. MOON GORGE (J Qum) H-8 
tov; 2 Feyra 11-1: 3 Sara Moon Cknsic 
5-1 13 ran Nk, zk (W Janris). Tbte: £200; 
£^£2JQ£17QDF: £am CSF: CfiOaTrto. 
£540 

240: 1. GREENSPAN (JWlonson) 8-13 

tar, 2 Se&wtiy 4-1; 3 R8al 3-1 4 ran. G. 
& (WlAjit Tbte- «m DF: £22U CSF: CIS 
310: 1. GLIDE PATH (□ Hofiarxi) 16-1; 

2 NotoSon 6-1; 3 AH On 136 tov. 12 ran. 
^ 7. UJartdnsV TbtK £1600; £420, £2BO. 
gm OR : E865q CSF; £9613 Tricasc C223I1 
THo: £533a NR: SuMrmodat 
340: 1. RUDE AMAXENMG (C Lcwtfert 
14-1; 2 Titian Haro 9-2 it tou; 3 Hannah's 
Uahar 132 12 ran. 9-2 J tou Broadway 
MBtody % 2 to Fairtusq. Tbte: CfiflO; ESlU 
£240, £170. DF: £16140 CSF: C7S71 Tric- 
ast £43712 Trio: £15330 
_ ^10:1.lH4O-HARRV(AMcCantirt n-1; 
2 Oman Bopper 33-1 ; 3 SeattMbur* 4-t 

11 ran. 7-4 tov Hne Hdge Lnd. IV*. Vh |R 
HoandiBBdV -Bote: £890. £290 £840 £220 
DF: £16370 CSF: £30860 Tna £2U8Q 

4-40: 1. RAASED (Krnbeitoy Hart) 9-1; 

2 Batamai 7-4 tor. 3 Zorba 8-1 10 ran. 

3 3'fr. (F VUataon). 'Ma: £2140; £420 CtB, 
SaO DF: £2890. CSF: £2306 Tricasc 
02430. Tno: C65SQ 

Placapob £24250 Quadpob £4630 
Ptaco 6: £15646 Plan 5? £2583 
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Stoned snowboarder meets weird alien ritual of multi-coloured humanoid insects 



CHRIS 

MAUME 


SPORT 
ON TV 


IF THE Olympic movement needed 
bringing up to date, Canada's snow- 
boarding stoner, RossRebagiiafi, was 
the man to do it as sport and youth 
cul tore collided in a five-ringed haze. 

It turned out that perfbnnance- 
enhancement isn’t the problem- and 
quite right, too. Cannabiscan only be 
performance-wrecking, rd have said. 
From what I’ve seen at Nagano this 
week (BBC and Eurasport),rd rather 
walk through Bangkok airport with a 
sackful of high-grade slntnV than go 
within staggering distance of a snow- 
board with even a single nanogram of 
dopeinmy bloodstream, let alone 17.8. 

At the announcement of the 
positive test, even Francois Carrard, 
of the International Olympic Com- 
mittee, was apologetic, saying, “Opin- 
ions were quite split as to whether to 

apply sanctions." The highlight was 
when Carol Anne Letbereo. secre- 


tary-geooalcf the Omatfafi Olympic 
Association faced a media corps that 
was obviousfy loving iL Hazel Irvine 
introduced the BBCs news item on 
Wednesday lunchtime, saying, He 
claims he's the victim of passive mar- 
ijuana smoking " in a tone of naked 
disbelief, and when Letheren spoke 
of “the significant amount of time he 
spends in an environment where he 
is exposed to marij uana users,” the 
press conference cracked up, and a 
half-sheepish, half tongue-in-cheek 
smile spread across her face. I imag- 
ine half the reporters were laughing 
at what Rebagliati’s excuse said 
about snowboarding, while the oth- 
er half were simply flunking, “Yeah, 
right, and Fm Howard Mariks.” 

The idea that certain sports 
might benefit from a slightly Woozy 
head is somewhat implausible, (and 
ski jumping strikes me as a particu- 


larly bad example for the authorities 
to die). Not even curling would 
benefit from a pre-match toke, 
though Isuspect it might enhance the 
spectating experience. 

The BBC has suffered this week 
from the whims of the host broad- 
casters - for three njghs in a row, four 
curling m atch es were taking place, 
with cameras at three of them - bat 
not on tbe Brits. They also suffered 
from the fact that their studio pm. 
dit. Hammy McMillan, 1 while dear- 
ly a nice bloke, is about as invig- 
orating as an overdose of RobypnoL 
He might, of course, have been 
cowed into near-silence by the Bed>'s 
virtual studio, a sort of ice dome 
perched armdfltt mountain tops. You 
haff expected to see Richard Burton 
and Clftit Eastwood peeping over the 
parapet behind Ray Stubbs' Moulder. 

Curling’s first surprise is tbe feet 


that it is played in a nice comfyare- 
na-Fdah^pcturedilbeingplayed 
by rustics in mufflers and mittens on 
affozenldcesaazewhaenorthtrf'ffm- 
draGty. Tbe second surprise was the 
racket the aiders make, barking like 
seals -it was Eke watching the high- 
ly hectic ending of Radioman on 
Channel 4 a couple of weeks ago. 

If you’re easily bored by coding 
-and I must confess to one or two 
light snoozes over the course of the 
week - with a simple technique iris 
easy to make it strangely interesting- 
I used to love watching ComeDanc- 
py with the sound turned down, and 
iris the only way that figure skating 
is remotely bearable (any corre- 
spondence on this subject will be 
binned, by the way). Watching the 
curling in like maimer had a similar 

effect - it became a wholly novel ex- 
perience, like watching a weird alien 


ritual performed by multicoloured 
humanoid insects. Progressing to 
the dow first movement of a Bartok 
qr^g quartet on the headphones 
turned it into something even 
stranger - fist, the skip’s ferocious 
concentration, then one of the sporrs 
most compelling characteristics, the 
contrast between the stately progress 
of tbe stone down the rink, like the 
Queen Mother drifting serenely to- 
wards the “bouse”, and the sweep- 
ing of the frenzied worker-ants, 

usheri ng her along, Ross RebaghaD 
would know what I mean. 

I strongly suspect, from their piti- 
ful performance against Chile, that 

the England football team had been 

indulging in some heavy passive 
dope -smoking themselves. Witching 
the highlights (ITV) and then lis- 
tening to Glenn HoddJe and Alan 

Shearer talking it up afterwards was 



a perplexing • " 

they at tbe same game? variety. 

pion Dublin could be excused, 
as he was stifl high from ^actually 
putting on an England sbri, and 
Michael Owen didn’t try to hide Ins 
disappointment The HoddkTtnd 

Shearer Stow, however, rennnd^me 
of nothing Jess than that bunch of 
. ... j «^igjwiphed. naeer- 


nrivcu i \ * _ , • 

Thatchers). New bloody Labour. 
And while we’re on the subject -and 
. > r ... nF nn srvfftiM as- 



sociation cwcpi- w . . 

Burnley FC- 1 rai»aglass(ordioulO 
that be an ice bucket?) to Danbeit 

Nobacon, m Mao the Wee ^ 

What has obviously not been 
grasped by John Prescott, who foh 
towing his drenching looked like an 
onimnv Kpnnv Dalatish, is 


especially gmuJHy — TZ. 

that that’s all politicians are good for. 


Much maligned 
mercenary 
who never fails 
to entertain 


Adam Szreter on the tale of Sergei Bubka, 
who competes in Birmingham tomorrow 


DESPITE tbe fact that the cof- 
fers of British athletics have 
been bled dry with the payment 
of exorbitant appearance fees by 
various promoters over tbe past 
15 years. Sergei Bubka, one of 
the* most bankable athletes dur- 
ing that time, will attend only 
his third meeting in this coun- 
try tomorrow at the Bupa in- 
door event in Birmingham. 

In the process of breaking 
(he world pole vault record a 
staggering 35 times, indoors or 
out since 19S4. Bubka has at- 
tracted bis share of adverse 
publicity. His method of mov- 
ing the record up by a cen- 
timetre at a time, ensuring a 
prize every time, has led to him 
being labelled a mercenary, but 
in a sport where cynicism has 
become the prevailing curren- 
cy, this might just be a trifle rich. 

Bubka himself will not tire 
of pointing out that for him, it 
is the competition that counts. 
After all, he set the first 10 of 
his world records while he was 
stiB living in his native Ukraine 
and hardly received a penny: 
and unlike oae or two high-pro- 
file athletes of his generation, 
Bubka can seldom be accused 
of not giving value for money. 

The first time he competed 
in England, at Crystal Palace in 
July 1984, he set the third of his 
world records, and the last 
time, at the same venue in 
1993. he provided us with what 
is still the only six-metre clear- 
ance seen in this country. To- 
morrow at the National Indoor 
Arena he will almost certainly 
atrempt to break his existing 
record of 6.15m, also set indoors 
in his native city of Donetsk five 
years ago. 

Now 34, his record-breaking 
days are numbered but Bubka 
has stated his intention of get- 
ting through to the next 
Olympics. Despite winning 
every World Championship 
since the inaugural one in 1983 

- a feat unlikely to be equalled 

- he may feel he has a score to 


settle with tbe Olympics as a 
combination of boycotts, in- 
jury and, in 1992. a rare failure, 
has restricted him to one 
Olympic gold medal. 

It was after the break-up of 
the old Soviet Union that Bub- 
ka moved to Berlin and then to 
Monaco, where he now lives. 
His friend Andrei Medvedev, 
the Ukrainian tennis player, is 
one of his neighbours. Bubka 
has spoken of a desire to be- 
come involved with sports ad- 
ministration when he eventually 
bangs up his pole, and with tbe 
headquarters of the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration now in Monaco he is 
handily placed. 

It was in conjunction with the 
LAAF that Bubka offered his 
services in October at a semi- 
nar id Budapest, where his con- 
tribution to a discussion entitled 
Limits and Possibilities in Hu- 
man Performance gave a fasci- 
nating insight into own 
development “My interest in 
sport came from playing in the 
streets around my home with my 
brother and my friends,” he 
said. “As a boy I loved to play 
aB sports, especially street hock- 
ey and football. I would run like 
crazy because I just had to win. 
As long as I can remember, tbe 
spirit of sport was in my blood. 

■ “By the age of 10 1 had tak- 
en part in most sports and a 
friend of mine recommended 
me to a pole vault coach called 
Vitaliy Petrov because be knew 
I was strong for my age. Petrov 
was to be the greatest influence 
on my life as an athlete. 

“I was with him for 16 years 
and no one in the world knows 
more about pole vaulting tech- 
nique. “He showed me that the 
pole vault was really two sports: 
it was athletics on tbe runway, 
during the approach and take- 
off, and it was gymnastics once 
you were in tbe air and until you 
cleared the bar. Since 19901 have 
had a gymnastics coadi who 
helped me make great im- 


Cayard strikes out as fleet 
close in on Gape Horn 


Sailing 


It was all going to plan for Paul 
Cayard and his crew on EF Lan- 
guage as they Increased their 
lead on the fifth leg of tbe Whit- 
bread Round the World Race, 
opening agap of 56 miles cm the 
second-placed Swedish Match. 

The American skipper wants 
to build as big a lead as possi- 
ble, because he believes the fleet 
will compress dramatically once 
they round Cape Horn, possi- 
bly later today. 

“It is easier to be in control 
when you are at the front” Ca- 
yard said yesterday. “I believe 
the race will restart at tbe Horn. 
This is a very long and tricky 
race, hundreds of miles can bq 
won and lost going up the epast 
of South America.” 

After 13 days at sea since 
leaving Auckland on the 6,670 
mile, fifth leg to Brazil, the Beet 
are eager to escape the south- 


WHnBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
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Greene on target 
in race to escape 
Johnson’s shadow 


By Simon Turnbull 


Opening the bank vault: Sergei Bubka commences his run-up 


Photograph: Shizuo Kambayashi/AP 


provements in die second phase 
of the vault and I would say my 
ability in this phase is what 
helped me break world records.” 

Bubka has often been con- 
strued as aloof and unap- 
proachable. but says this is just 
another aspect of his perfor- 
mance. “As an athlete I bare had 
to learn to be reserved, to waste 
no energy that could be used in 
competition. 1 realised that I was 
sensitive by nature and that 
sometimes I let things affect me. 

“1 arrive at the stadium two 
hours before a competition be- 
cause I want to look at every pos- 
sible thing that could influence 
my result: bow is the vault area, 
where are the stands located, 
what are the weather condi- 


tions? I need to think about 
technique, about running, about 
my warm-up. Finding motivation 
is something you must work 
harder at as you get older and 
become more successful" 
‘tomorrow in Birmingham. 
Bubka, along with Haile Ge- 
brselassie and Maurice Greene, 
will be among the dying breed 
of athletes paid to appear in this 
country. There will be no Fer- 
rari or Mercedes for a world 
record, as there has been before 
for Bubka, and whether be 
finds the necessary motivation 
remains to be seen. But if it is 
the last appearance in Britain 
by one of the greatest athletes 
of all time it would be a shame 
to miss it, whatever he does. 


BUBKA'S WORLD RECORDS 

OUTDOOR 

INDOOR 

5.85m. 


5^1m..Vinius, Lithuania 15.1B4 

5.88m 

— Paris 2£84 

5.82m 

Mtent2B4 

5.90m. 


5.83m .. Inglewood. USA 10294 

5.94m 


5.87m. 

5.92m 

.Osaka 15186 

6.00m. 


5.94m 


6.03m. 


5.95m. 

New York 28236 

6.05m. 

Bratislava 8688 




_.Nfce 10.788 

5.97m 


6.07m 

.ShfzotJca, Japan 6591 

6.03m 

6.05m 

Donetsk 17390 

6.08<n. 




6.09m. 


6.10m 

...San Sebastian 15391 

atom 

Makno 5ia91 

611m 


6 . 11 m 

Dijon 13692 



8.12m 

Padua 30892 

6.13m 

Berlin 21292 

6.13m. 

Tokyo 19992 

6.14m 

....Lievtn, France ti293 

6.14m 

....Sestriere, Italy 31794 

6.15m 

Donetsk 2129a 


Last summer Maurice Greene 
blasted from the shadows to the 
front of the world sprinting or- 
der. Now the man they call the 
Kansas r~ ^nn nnhall is threat- 
ening to shoot past the linger- 
ing shadow of Big Ben. 

Greene settles into his start- 
ing Modes for the 60m in the 
Bupa Indoor Grand Prix meet- 
ing at the National Indoor Are- 
na in Birmingham tomorrow 
evening not just as the 100 me- 
tres world champion and the 
60m indoor world record hold- 
er but also as the new likely lad 
in the near decade-long race to 
eclipse the tainted high-speed 
deeds of Ben Johnson. 

September 26 marks the 
10th anniversary of the day 
Johnson was infamously soared 
in die drugs net at tbe Seoul 
Olympics, two days after he 
pushed the human speed limit 
to 26.9 mpb. fuelled by tbe an- 
abolic steroid, Stanozolol. The 
100m world record stands at 
9.84sec to one Canadian who 
staked a more lasting claim to 

the Olympic title but, next to the 
time it took Donovan Bailey to 
strike gold in Atlanta, Big Bad • 
Ben's ill-gotten 9.79sec can still 
be found marked with an as- 
terisk in the record books. 

Judging from all speed 
checks on the Kansas Cannon- 
ball, though, time would appear 
to be finally running out for that 
adjunct of shame. 

The 23-year-old improved 
from 10.08sec to 9.84sec last 
summer, in speeding from US 
Olympic trials also-ran to Bai- 
ley’s surprise successor as 100m 
world champion. And the 
Greene Machine has continued 
to gather momentum this win- 
ter, equalling the world indoor 
record for 60m in Karlsruhe on 
1 February and breaking it with 
a clocking of 639sec in Madrid 
two days later. 

The old mark, 6.41sec, stood 
officially to Andre Cason but 
was also, significantly, another 
record time stripped from John- 
son after what the Toronto Star 
called his fall “From Hero to 
Zero in 9.79 sec” 

Greene has set 637sec as his 
60m target before the end of the 
indoor season, though the 
chances of him beating tbe 
clock again in Birmingham 
could be said to be up in the air. 
He is jetting to Britain this af- 
ternoon, after competing in the 


Mfllrose Games in New York. 

Whatever his fate in the 
National Indoor Arena, the 
new fast kid off the blocks is 
convinced the 100m world 
records, both legal and illegal, 

will be within his range when he 

races outdoors this summer. 

“I want to accomplish some- 
thing no one has done before,” 
he said. “If my training contin- 
ues the way it has been going 
Fm sure it will happen. 

“My coach, John South, 
thinks I can run 9.79 this sum- 
mer. 1 flunk it will be more like 
9.76. The world record will 
come, Fm sure ” 

Such has been Greene’s 
progress since uprooting from 
Kansas City and joining Smith's 
golden group - Ato Boldoo, 
Marie- Jose Perec and compa- 
ny- in Los Angeles 17 months 
ago he could even become the 
ahsolute fastest man on record. 
That literal distinction belongs 
not to the steroid-charged John- 
son but to Abedele Thompson, 
the Barbadian who was blown 
through 100m in 6.69sec with 
the assistance of a near gale- 
force wind in the thin air of El 
Paso two years ago. 

It would take little more than 
a blink to miss Greene's fleet- 
ing part tomorrow night in a 
show which raises the curtain on 
a new era of major televised 
productions for British athlet- 
ics. Even Jonathan Edwards 
confessed he found the last 
two years a turn-off, and he was 
playing a starring role. 

The cast assembled for the 
Birmingham revival is so 
sparkling Edwards is in danger 
of being outshone in his own 
event The world record hold- 
er is joined in the triple jump 
by the American who beat .him 
to Olympic gold in Atlanta, 
Kenny Harrison, and the Cuban 
who snatched his world title in 
Athens, Yoelbi Quesada. 

The 140-minute programme 
seems likely to be packed With 
as much high-class action as the 
sport has produced domestically 
in the past two years. That 
would be a supreme irony, giv- 
en the fact that the meeting has 
been organised on a tight bud- 
get in the wake of the British 
Athletic Federation's. financial 
collapse. 

• Du’aine Lade jo withdrew 
from the Bupa Grand Prix yes- 
terday. The European outdoor 
champion has pulled out with 
a hamstring injury. 






jjjistiti ii 

; fo 

,!iiiersh 

. o insists 

i ::ir- 50n 





era ocean. However, they know 
that the wands off the coast of 
Argentina are as fickle as they 
are ferocious before the Horn. 

“It also looks like tbe lead- 
ers wfll get some headwinds or 
at least lighter winds in the vicin- 
ity of the Horn,” Roy Heiner, 
the skipper of sixth-placed 
Brunei Sunergy, said, “so the 
present stretching will stop, 
and compress the field again.” 

This is making a number of 
skippers reassess tbe way they 
approach the Horn. Grant Dal- 
ton has decided to take Merit 
Cup, currently fourth, further 
south. “We are heading where 
there’s more breeze, otherwise 
we wfll be in big trouble.” 


Catapulting through the ocean as we play chicken with the wind 


IT HAS been like a Disneyland ride, 
with speeds unbelievable for a mono- 
hull as Merit Cup was catapulted down 
the southern ocean waves - going half 
sideways, half straight. 

The trimmers and helmsmen have 
shown tremendous skill keeping us on 
course on this fifth leg of the Whit- 
bread - and safe. Twice we were do- 
ing 31 knots, with the gusts coming 
and going. 

The aim is to keep the spinnaker 
on thro ugh the puffs. On Thursday 
night they were getting up to about 
42 knots and then dropping back to 
32. We were playing a game of chick- 
en with the wind, with a medium-sized 
sp innake r up aB the time. I don't think 
we could have got it down even if we 
had wanted to. 

The helmsman has to anticipate 
the gusts and get the bow down and 
feel the lift of tbe wave, which you 
can’t see in the blackness. As skipper, 
I don’L like to think of. the damage we 
would have done had we broached at 
those speeds. 

Compared with tbe run through 
the night, yesterday felt like we are 


dead in the water yet we had a west- 
erly of about 20 knots and we were 
doing 13-14 Jknots. 

There’s no future staying in the 
north, so we've decided to head 
south where there’s more breeze, oth- 
erwise we will be in big trouble. We 
hope that it won't be too expensive 
in terms of miles JosL The next two 
position reports won’t be very kind to 
us. Toshiba wfll probably get away, but 
we should hold on to Innovation 
Kvaerner. 

In the more moderate conditions, 
the crew tidied up, but everything is 
stiQ very wet. The sun is out, but 
there's not enough heat in it to dry 
anything. We cleaned up all the food 
that had been spilled on the floor- 
boards, and all the other gear and 
clothing has been stowed. 

It was stark contrast to earlier in 
the week when wc bad to contend 
with freezing water, violent winds, a 
spinnaker pole snapped in two 
places, the top three battens in the 
mainsail broken, and half the crew 
with colds. And it's supposed to be 
summer down here. 



GRANT DALTON 


It was impossible to settle the boat 
down. No sooner was a heavy spin- 
naker up than wc would be flattened 
by a mighty gust and so the struggle 
would start to get the sail on board 
with frozen fingers and faces blasted 
by icy water. 

You drag the sail down below, 
probably shipping a couple of tons of 
water downstairs as you open the 
hatch and repack the sail waiting for 
the squall to pass. The whole process 
takes about 45 minutes - it’s very phys- 
ical and it goes on day and night. 

In addition, so much water seems 
to be getting below that we have had 
to pump out the Lee bilge at least 


every hour - sometimes more fre- 
quently. 

We haven't seen any ice yet but, 
like I say, it has been very cold. On 
deck the air temperature is only one 
or two degrees C and there has been 
driving rain. The bow is under water 
at times with two feet of solid water 
washing down the deck at 20 miles an 
hour. It is impossible to stand up, so 
everyone is secured with harness and 
lifeline. We cannot risk anyone being 
washed overboard. 

Motocross bike masks protect the 
face from the force of the cold spray 
- so there is no Deed to duck when 
you see it coming, even if it is still in- 
stinctive to do so, but you can still fed 
the cold. Everything gets wet and 
everyone is soaked to the skin. . 

However, when you are confident 
of averaging 380 miles a day in this 
sort of weather, you have to be very 
happy with the boat’s performance. 

A lot of people thought we wouldn’t 

be able to back it downwind in a blow 
foBowiflg the pitilul performance on the 
second leg from Cape Town to Fre- 
mantle. I even had a few doubts. 


But the fact was we didn’t really 
get a shot at the big winds On that 
leg. What we did recognise was pos- 
sible weaknesses in that area andwe 
made adjustments to rectify them. • 
But there is tbe exhilarating side. 
At times we are flying thro ugh the air 
with more than a third of the yacht' 
right out of the water. 

Contrary to what people" think, 
there’s no fine tine between maximum .: 
speed and safety. It is a line we cross : 
only a t the risk of putting the boat and 
crew in great danger. ..v . - • 

Sailing at this speed in these con- 
ditions is dangerous. It is not safe at 
We calculate the risks anddb afl 
we can to minimise them, but there 
is always the possibility, of cata- 
strophic gear failur e . ' 

However, the Whitbread is a race, 
not a cruise. We all knew-whatwe. 
were in For. If we wanted to goentis- 
fag we would do that in the Mediter- ' 
ranean, or Caribbean, not in the 
southern ocean. . 

We’re looking forward' to' getting 
round Cape Horn. Wie wan tio get out , 
of this place and on to BrazE. r 


s 




.. ■ 








Changing or uie ummi" 

TH- ] j.KhcbU Cow** Unvtcd RramW 


] iyui. ueam** 


~ 2 J 73 .iw> QUBBto bjri^w- V 












19/SPORT 



SA» UM-"“ 


19 


gent Tigers mark out new territory in the Super League jungle 
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have in mind will be guaranteed im- 
mediate popularity. The proposed 
move out of town to u new stadium 
will not please those who stroll 
across the street to enjoy the at- 
mosphere at Wheldon Road. 

“We will listen to everybody’s 
opinions, but the fact is thut when 
acer wTf — ,uau ’ people go for entertainment these 

S McDonald -like Rap- days, they want to do it in comfort,- 
ktaE?" 1 *" *5 CronuUa McWd says, 
in transfer!!?"" W ^° lhc ^ Equally heretical is the idea that 
^rs' image. Castleford should break out of their 

cfirnnatofcrf, raown as a veiy tra- traditional heartland and attract 
™ egaUon and now spectators from rival territory, like 

t hey a ren ot merely strengtbentn. ^^ ^.^^ etellateewfax- Wlikefield and Featheistonc, mswell 
£he™el«s on the pitch, tat » the bmad acres beyond. 

C^* ted,0 ”“ totCtal - “Super League provides the best 


the job of kicking us out,” he saw 
“When Stuart' Raper am!? - 
o^hhedxewpnthaL^^ 

that campaign in the second tJfZf 
the season he was telling us rhaf ° 
one was going to help ib but uH" ° 

Cas escaped relegaUm and 


wq ku Super Leaeue \iZ — , . 

SUe Nof everything he and the club 


players and the best competition. 
There are a lot of people out there 


who just need a bit of prompting to 
come and see the quality of playcre 
involved in Super League. They can 
watch us as well as watching their lo- 
cal dub,” McDonald says. “We don't 
want to lose the passion that people 
in Castleford have for their dub. wc 
just want to spread it wider.” 

McDonald has a template for his 
vision of a dub that transcends its lo- 
cality and becomes bigger than its 
home town. He has studied the suc- 
cess of the Green Bay Packers in 
American football and has spoken to 
them about some of the techniques 
they have used to spread their appeal 
outside their obvious catchment area. 

Much of this echoes what has al- 
ready been achieved at Bradford, but 
however often the Bulls and the Pack- 


ers invoke marketing as the key to 
their success, they neud to do the busi- 
ness oq the pitch to make it work. 

That is the task for Raper - who 
admits he would now be back on the 
beach in CronuUa if Cas had gone 
down - and his players. Sampson, a 
cornerstone of a decade's-worth of 
Castleford sides of vaiying quality, be- 
lieves that they have got what it takes. 

The club's squad has been grow- 
ing-in both senses. “We’ve got a 
squad of around 25 players who 
could go into the first team now, 
which hasn't been the case in the 
past," he says. “And where I always 
used to be the biggest in the pack, 
now I’m one of the smallest. 

"It’s going to be harder for us the 
year, because people will be ex- 
pecting more of us. But I honestly 
think that we can make the top four. 
We’re not up there with Wigan and 
Bradford, because we haven't got 


dieir peisonnel. but we can te in the 

neat group with St Helens. London 

and Leeds.” . . , 

The Challenge Cup tie with 

Leeds today is an early test of 
Castleford’s new sense of purpose 
and optimism. “So far it’s a lot of 
words," says Raper. “ T £ s ^ajng 
in the right direction off the Bela, 
but we have to turn it all into re- 
sults on the paddock.” 

Failure to doso at Headingjey will 
create a yawning, antictimactic, sev- 
en-week gap until the start of Super 
League. It’s a reminder that the Qii- 
nese do not regard the Year of the 
Tiger as propitious. 

“It’s been a big build-up and it 
could all come crashing down," 
Sampson says. His 10 years at 
Castleford have made him a realist 
He also discovered the other week 
that the operation is not yet un- 
recognisably slick. 



Sampson: Backing top-four finish 


Arriving ,o pick up the proceeds 
frenThirpre-season testimonial 

match against Sheffield, he ”^5*' 
nectingacheque. “But they hadu t 

Kthebautsotheygaveitme 

“if^^horforCasde- 
ford’s situation as they try to con 
vert a wealth of tradition into a new 

currency. 


Bath still in 
running for 
Premiership 

title insists 
Robinson 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

-I'; . ANDY ROBINSON, the Bath 

- . ' • coach, insists bis European 

dhampions can still steal the Al- 
lied Dunbar Premiership title 
from under the noses of New- 
castle and Saracens, even 
though the rwo favourites have 
an eight-point cushion on which 
to rest their expensively 
recruited backsides. However, 
a Bath victory over Wasps at the 
Recreation Ground this after- 
noon will do more than lend 
weight to Robbo’s optimism. It 
will also expose one of his more 
controversial arguments as so 
much stuff and nonsense. 

Robinson remains a pas- 
sionate supporter of the 
Heineken Cup, despite the boy- 
cott unanimously declared by 
the 12 top-flight Premiership 
teams. He does not, however, 
subscribe to the theory that Eu- 
ropean pool matches should be 
played in midweek - a measure 
that would solve the English 
club’s ruinous beef over fixture 
scheduling at a stroke. “Rugby 
doesn’t lend itself to three 
games a week;" he says. “It can’t 
be done.” 

Others believe it can, how- 
ever, and they will point to 
Bath's current hot streak as 
primary evidence. The West 
Countrymen had several key 
players on international duty in 
S? France, Ireland and Wales last 
weekend, but that did not stop 
them sticking 47 points on 
Gloucester at the Rec on 
Wednesday night. Another vin- 
tage effort against Lawrence 
Dallaglio’s half-baked Wasps 
outfit today will prove that with 
sensible selection and intelligent 
use of substitutes, the best sides 
can indeed survive the occa- 
sional three-day working week. 

Richard Webster, an influ- 
ential figure in the defeat of the 
Cherry and Whites, misses this 
afternoon’s game after under- 
going knee suigeiy and is re- 
^ placed by Eric Peters, who 
■’ scored three tries in an 11- 
minute cameo against Glouces- 
ter. “I won’t give up on ihe title 
untfl it's mathematically im- 
possible for us to win it," said 
Robinson, “we’ve got a run of 
home matches now. Our season 
has only just started. 1 * 

Saracens, second to New- 
castle on points difference, ex- 
pect a banker victory at 
struggling Bristol while the 

Geordies should see off Harie- 

V» ’• ■* quins at Kingston Park tomor- 
row, especially as a hamstring 
injury has deprived the Lon- 
doners of Thierry Lacroix’s cul- 
tured services at stand-off. 

It may well be that another 
fore ign import, Gariy Pagel will 
deprive Gloucester’s Phil Vick- 
ery of a possible England debut 
against Whies next weekend. 
Nor tham pton's mountainous 
Springbok prop had the young- 
ster on toast at .Franklin's Gar- 
dens three weeks ago and 
although Vickery has shown 
an unusual capacity to leant new 
tricks on the run. he cannot ex- 
pect much change out of Pagel 
at Kingsholm this afternoon. 

“Phil is one-nil down to 
Pagel at the moment tbafsfor 
sure," admitted Richard HHI 
the Gloucester coach, yesterday. 
“Bathe's only 60 per cent of the 
pfaverl believe he’ll become- 
Well know a lot more about 
him after today’s match but rf 

England ate looking at him as 

their World Cup tight-head 
next year, be needs to play as 
many internationals as possible 
to prepare himself.” 



Victor Ubogu has forsaken London's night life for a return to the big time at the age of 33 
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Why England need Ubogu 


£ 


A FEW minutes into the second 
half of England’s opening World 
Cup pool match against New 
Zealand in 1991, the rival front 
rows pounded into each other 
for another set scrum. Graeme 
Bachop, the All Black scrum- 
half, placed the ball directly un- 
der the feet of Brian Moore, the 
E nglis h hooker, and snarled: 
“You can have that one if you 
want it, Mooto... but you can't 
move a bloody muscle, can 
you?" Indeed, he could not. The 
ball sat there like a poached egg 
until the black pack sauntered 
forwards and reclaimed pos- 
session, their exercise in psy- 
chological ofle-upmanship 
satisfyingly complete. 

Now, it is almost acceptable 
for an English scrum to strug- 
gle against three coalface leg- 
ends of the stature of Steve 
McDowell, Sean Fitzpatrick 
and Richard Loe, especially if 
the experience proves as salu- 
tary as it did seven years ago. 
Similarly, it is not quite the end 
of the worid if two red rose 
props are shunted from pillar to 
post by Christian Califano and 
Franck Tburnaire, as were Ja- 
son Leonard and Darren Gar- 
forth in Paris last weekend. 
Those Frenchies are a bit spe- 
cial, after alL 

But what about next week- 
end. when an English unit un- 
able to wrestle its way out of a 
wet paper bag locks antlers 
with the Welsh, who tend to feel 
about as comfortable at the set- 
piece as a Bedouin in a bob- 


Chris Hewett says that problems in Clive Woodward's pack 
could be exposed by the Welsh for the first time in 10 years 


sleigh? Clive Woodward, the 
England coach, played his rug- 
by as a pretty-boy centre rather 
than a knotted chunk of front- 
row gristle, but he knows full 
well that if his pack goes into re- 
verse gear again on Saturday, his 
credibility will be dangerously 
weakened. 

The Dragons have not en- 
joyed front-row parity with their 
nearest and dearest from the 
opposite bank of the Severn 
since they last won at Twicken- 
ham 10 years ago, but their cur- 
rent ball-playing trio of Andrew 
Lewis, Barry Williams and 
David Young quietly fancy their 
chances this time round. “We've 
got no hang-ups about Twick- 
ers," said Young this week. 
“We have the chance to put a 
smile on the face of Wales. “ 

Like all good props. Young 
considers the scrummage to be 
the central dynamic in the psy- 
chological and tactical profile of 
an international match and 
while generations of heavily 
cauliflowered uglies have talked 
up the importance of their pe- 
culiar form of Saturday after- 
noon activity for the best part 
of a century, recent rule 
changes have made them more 
influential than ever before. 

“The gam e has changed ont 
of all recognition," said Young, 
the sole survivor of that 11-3 win 
in 1988 and a lion for the sec- 


ond time last summer. “Mod- 
ern kicking tactics are based 
around keeping the ball in play, 
so the balance has shifted away 
from the line-out and back to- 
wards the set-piece. More im- 
portantly still back rows now 
have to stay bound untfl the ball 
is clear. That makes the scrum 
a prime attacking weapon. 

“I’m not sure bow good or 
bad the English front row is at 
the moment; certainly, I don’t 
think it's a great idea to judge 
them on the evidence of Paris 
because the French bad an 
awesome unit who happened to 
be on edge. But it was inter- 
esting that the English tigh t for- 
wards struggled for Lions Test 
places in South Africa. They’re 
all good players, of course, but 
it became clear over there that 
the rest of us had built them up 
and put them on a pedestal Wc 
won’t make that mistake again.” 

So how can Woodward best 
shore up his crumbling barri- 
cades and save himself the 
agony of watching Rob Howiey, 
Arwel Thomas and Allan Bate- 
man running quality first-phase 
possession to their heart’s con- 
tent? Simple. He should back 
his instincts, the first and fore- 
most of which is to pick the play- 
ers on form. And who is the 
form prop in England at the mo- 
rqent? Victor Ubogu of Bath, 
that’s who. 


“Big Dada" is back on his 
game with a vengeance at 33. 
Having belatedly realised that 
London's hectic night life can 
swing along without him for a 
year or two, he has moved back 
to the West Country, worked 
hard on his notoriously unreli- 
able fitness levels and is per- 
forming with a devil-may-care 
swagger that marks him out as 
a force of rugby nature. His 
match-winning tries against 
Cardiff and Pau guided Bach to 
the Heineken Cup Anal and he 
was comfortably the most ef- 
fective forward in a knife-edge 
confrontation with Brive a fort- 
night ago. 

Woodward's reluctance to 
embrace the obvious is curious, 
to say the least; if, as seems like- 
ly, he is working on the logic that 
Ubogu’s. legs will not last until 
next year’s World Cup, Jason 
Leonard’s continued presence 
in the side is contradictory in the 
extreme. Ubogu is playing 
sharper, more rounded and 
more athletic rugby than any 
prop in England at present. 
That should be more than 
enough for a coach in urgent 
need of a “w" in the credit col- 
umn. 

It is not Woodward's fault 
that Kevin Yates, his outstand- 
ing loose-head prospect, has bit- 
ten off more than he can chew 
on the disdplinaiy front “Poor 


old Kev," sighed Andy Robin- 
sou, the Bath coach, this week. 
“He'd be in the team now, no 
question. It’s tailor-made for 
him. He’s the best No 1 in the 
country by a distance." All the 
more reason for the England se- 
lectors to back their form horse 
on the other side of the front 
row. 

They will also do them- 
selves a favour if they resist the 
temptation to recall Richard 
Cockerill and stick with Mark 
Regan at booker. Cockerill has 
cultivated quite an image for 
himself this season - an ersatz 
Brian Moore with added atti- 
tude, be had the brass neck to 
frazzle the super-cool All 
Blacks at Old Trafford by tres- 
passing on their haka - but Re- 
gan is a heavier scrummager 
and a more physical presence 
at ruck and maul Given Eng- 
land’s current anxieties, they 
should grab every ounce of 
muscle they can lay their hands 
on. 

Whatever combination 
Woodward comes up with this 
weekend, he must not on any ac- 
count throw an exceptional tal- 
ent like Phil Vickery to the 
wolves. The Gloucester tight- 
head- may well be England’s cor- 
nerstone come 1999 but as 
Ubogu demonstrated in the 
most graphic terms when the 
two of them met at the Recre- 
ation Ground on Wednesday 
nighl old dogs are eminently ca- 
pable of giving young pups the 
occasional hurry-up. 


Cotton hopeful about feedback from clubs on his vision for the future 


By Andrew Baidock 


Copies of Fran Cotton scon- 
troversial ‘Club England 
blueprint are being sent to all 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
sad Jewson League clubs. 

Cotton, the Rugby FoolbaH 
Union vits-diainuun, has sent 
itto coaches and clubcbamnen 


before a Twickenham meeting 
with them on 22 February. 

The proposals would see top 
players contracted first to their 
country, despite the clubs hav- 
ing largely funded rugby 
union's professional era and 
despite the RFU having failed 
in court to evade the Restric- 
tive Thide Practices AcL 


English First Division Rug- 
by Limited, the leading 12 
clubs’ umbrella organisation, 
has attacked Cotton's plans, 
criticising them as “totally un- 
justifiable", and “undermin- 
ing" their efforts in the 
professional age. 

. “It is vital that I receive feed- 
back from the chibs, who will 


provide the vast majority of 
England representative sides," 
Cotton said. “The consulta- 
tion will form an invaluable 
sounding board for my plans, 
and reflects a similar process 
undertaken by Cliff Brittle [the 
RFU management board chair- 
man] for his personal vision, 
Rugby Restructure 2000. 


“Without it, the proposals 
could potentially be under- 
mined,’' Cotton ‘continued. 
“Once I have as much feedback 
as possible, then I will ask 
the RFU management board 
and Council to support the 
document so that it becomes 
RFU policy at the earliest 
opportunity." 


Leeds ready to 
rely on Fleary 


By Dave Hadfield 


THE game’s oldest competition 
begins in earnest this weekend, 
with the Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
providing a chance to put play- 
ing rather than posturing at cen- 
tre stage. 

After a discontented winter, 
there is an appetite for more 
wholesome fare. Holding the 
Cup as a pre-season event will 
always stick in the traditional- 
ist craw, but at least it gets a 
prime showcase. That is more 

Hue than ever this year, with ter- 
restrial television showing two' 
live ties in each round. The first, 
at Headingley this afternoon, 
was an obvious choice. Meetings 
between Leeds and Castleford 
are always passionate. 

The Leeds coach, Graham 
Murray, has sprung one surprise 
by naming the converted sec- 
ond-rower, Darren Fleaiy, in 
the front row, with the Great 
Britain prop, Barrie McDer- 
mott, fit again but on the bench. 

Fleaiy is one of a dutch of 
Keighley players who moved 
across to Leeds last season. 
Most have now returned, but 
Fleary has impressed suffi- 
ciently to be kept on. Accord- 
ing to the man he is keeping out 
he is well up to the job. 

Marc Glanvflle makes his 
competitive debut in' a Leeds 
side captained forthe first time 
by Jestyn Harris, but Daryl 


Powell is ruled out. Castleford, 
who drew at Headingjey in a 
new year friendly, have their 
own new faces. Bam e- Jon 
Mather and Gael Tallec start, 
with Rands Maloney and Mike 
Smith among the subs. 

The other Super League 
dubs meeting head-to-head 
also have a recent draw to their 
credit, suggesting Hudders- 
field's visit to Halifax could be 
an equally close affair. 

Halifax, still in the familiar 
setting of Thrum Hall have 
their three new Australians - 
Damien Gibson, Des Clark and 
Gavin Clinch - in their line-up, 
along with the veteran Kiwi, 
Gary Mercer, while Danny 
Arnold, a Wembley winner with 
St Helens last year, plays for 
Huddersfield. 

It is Saints’ progress the 
cameras will be tracking as they 
take on Featherstime. Their 
coach, Shaun McRae, admits to 
thinking long and hard about his 
scrum-half selection before giv- 
ing the job to Bobbie Goulding 
ahead of Shaun Long- 

Newcomers Paul Alchcson, 
Chris Smith, Brett Goldspink 
and Paul Sculthtirpe all play. At 
Wakefield, in a tie arranged for 
4 pm to avoid a dash with 
Featberstone's 1.45, Jason 
Roach, Mike Eager. Adam 
Doyle, Danny Farrar, Danny 
Nutley and Brendon Tuuta all 
make debuts for Warrington. 


Ten facts about 
the Challenge Cup 


• Four amateur teams will be 
taking part in this weekend’s last 
32 for the first time for 50 years. 
It is more than 90 years since two 
amateur sides made the last 16. 
0 Third-round wins by Fea th- 
ereto ne Lions and Eflenborough 
took the number of victories by 
non-League dubs over senior op- 
position since 1 904 - the cut-off 
point for statisticians - to 14. 
•The 1998 Challenge Cup win- 
ners win coflect a ream! £100JX)0 
from sponsors Silk Cut out of a 
total prize fund of £486,000. 
Losers this weekend will each 
pick up a £5,000 cheque. 

• Sheffield Eagles have the 
current longest ran of 10 suc- 
cessive appearances in the last 16. 
They hare not been beaten at this 
stage since suffering an 8-6 home 
defeat to Keighley in 1987. 

• Lancashire Lynx, founded in 
1969, have never appeared in the 
last 16. 


•Swinton have gpne the longest 
without reaching the fast 16. 
They last achieved it in 1983 with 
a 21-13 victory over Doncaster. 

• Huddersfield hold the record 
Challenge Cup score with a 
119-2 van over the amateur side. 
Swinton Park, in 1914. 

• Wigan. 64 favourites this 
year, set a competition record 
when they went 43 successive 
matches unbeaten from 1988-96. 
Shaun Edwards, now with Brad- 
ford, was the only man to appear 
in all 43 ties. 

• Of the dubs in action this 
weekend, only Bailey, London, 
Rochdale, Sheffield, Swinton 
and Whitehaven - in addition to 
Lancashire Lynx- hare never ap- 
peared at Wembley. 

•The semi-finals wiD be held on 
successive days this year instead 
of on separate weekends but, up 
to 1962, they were always played 
on the same Saturday. 


Points not cups come first 
for Welton captain Green 


Hockey 


By BUI Co twill 


FIONA GREEN, the captain of 
Welton, the only non-National 
League club remaining in the 
fifth round of the EHA Cup, de- 
saibed tomorrow’s visit of hold- 
ers High town as a crucial game, 
but insisted that Welton’s first 
priority will be today's league fix- 
ture against Sheffield. . 

"The Sheffield game is a big 
six pointer," Green said. “We 
are equal on points, just one 
place off the bottom and the 
league is our priority." 

The captain sees the Cup 
game against Hightown as be- 
ing like “Man United v Steve- 
nage and if we score first who 
knows? We have been focusing 
on ourselves and it will not be 
all out defence". 

Welton wifi be pinning their 
hopes for that early goal on the 
Hull University student Pip 


Hirst, who has been sco 
regularly this season, in spit 
Weltoa’s lowly position. Eve 
the odds are that Beryl Hoc 
their Canadian goalkeeper, 
be in for a busy afternoon. 

Club preparations for 
weekend's double headers 
not have been helped by 
England’s World Cup trail 
camp at Lilleshall this wee 

However, it seems until 
that Clifton (league) or Lei 
ter (cup) will do too much to t 
Slough’s ambitions of being 
first club to take the indoor 
outdoor leagues and the cu] 
ties in the same season. 

The highlight of the mi 
National League program 
will be the visit of leaders C 
nock to Reading. No dc 
their respective coaches, X 
calm Wood and Jon Cc 
have kept their plans un 
waps, despite being roc 
mates at an England trait 
camp at Bisham Abbey. 
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Slice of silver: Italy’s Thomas Prugger leans Into the slope as he carves 


his way to second place in the men’s snowboarding giant slalom 


behind the gold-medal winner, Ross Rebagiiati of Canada 


Photograph: Petr Josek/Reuters 
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Blade runner: The American K C Boutiette hto h.11^ 
in the 1500m speed skating event Photograph. Reuters 
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Military might: Japanese soldiers dew -snow ^"1 the 
men’s slalom course Photograph: Enc Gaillard/Reuters 
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Cycle sleds: Snowstorms on the Olympic sk>p«also 
commuters at the nearby bicycle park Photograp 
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Clean sweep: The rink is cleared of flowers and a blow-up 
doll decorated with a Tonya Harding mask Photograph: AP 
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Ice walk Netminder Vitaly Yermeyev blocks a shot from 
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Slovakia during Kazakstan'S shock 4-3 win Phowgrap - 
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— - “ N«theri"an*~(top). suffers a fractured left aim in a collbwn with Grunde Headgear: A spectator sports Kermit the Frog as he wife 

Erben Wennemars, erf theN**^ skating race Photograph: Blake Sd I/Reuters for the luge event to get under way Photograph: AP 
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the sign read. ‘We are being kidnapped by our driver. 


MIKE 


ttfe, people have to!d me 

and^^d DChine ** shouiders 

where dlscovered a counity 
^jere my natural sloop is ad- 

- that ii can be 

““taken for a bow. 

anout the nuances of nodding 
ones head in Japan, but S 


"•■“vl . japan, but I 

ROWBOTTOM J-SStSKSK 


ON THE JOYS 

ofiap^Iese 

protocol 


appropriately. You can tell 
“au because they nod at you 
again. 

Before being deposited on 
these shores, we members of 
the Fourth Estate were re- 
nunded of the importance of 
protocol in Japanese society. 

Business cards, for instance, 
are essential props in the social 
Conversations proceed 
m set patterns, moving through 


generally recognised stages. 

And, not surprisingly, the 
rules regarding the treatment 
of Royal personages are for- 
malised to the point of ritual. 

Thus, when Princess Anne 
decided to travel 70 kilometres 
out of Nagano town centre (o 
watch the British men’s curling 
team on Tuesday night, there 
were numerous blazered offi- 
cials and dark-suited security 
men awaiting her as she 
stepped off the bullet train at 
Karuizawa. 

Two men in suits, talking 
into their handsets, moved 
ahead of the party towards a 
shiny black limousine wailing 
in the station forecourt, and 
opened the rear door with 
something of a flourish before 

realising that something was go- 
ing terribly wrong. 

The Princess, wearing sen- 


sible brawn snow boo is and a 
British Olympic padded jack- 
et, had turned left, rather than 
right, and was heading in de- 
termined fashion for the team 
minibus. 

Hie expression on the 
men’s faces mingled deep in- 
comprehension with rising 
alarm. 

For a moment they stood 
frozen. Then they sprinted to 
catch up with the Royal party, 
whereupon an interpreter 
made a dismissive gesture to- 
wards their suddenly redundant 
limo. There was nothing else 
for it - they had to cram into 
the minibus as well. 

Losing face is a serious 
business in this country. 

Somewhere on the Olympic 
media transportation circuit 
there is a driver who wflj always 
look back upon these Gomes, 


and in particular his journey to 
Wednesday's ski jump compe- 
tition, with a shudder of 
horror. 

His - our - everbody’s prob- 
lems began about a mile and a 
half from the event site, when 
the single lane traffic became 
completely jammed. 

Alter 20 minutes or so, with 
thesumiime fast approaching, 
the mood on the coach began 
to change. From being merely 
hot - through a combination of 
brilliant sunshine and a not-so- 
brinimt ventilation system- (he 
occupants of the bus became 
hot and bothered. 

Noticing that the snowy 
path beside the road was be- 
ginning to fill with pedestrians, 
a group of ns moved to the 
front and asked the driver to 
open the door. 

He did not answer, or even 


acknowledge our request In- 
stead, face set under the peak 
of his cap, he stared furiously 
out of his windscreen. 

The request was repeated, 
politely at first, and then less 
politely. As the clamour of 
voices rose, die pressure to act 
in some way or other deariy be- 
came intolerable for the man 
at the wheel. He slammed 


it shut a ga* n — and resumed his 
furious staring. 

By now a large French pho- 
tographer with shaggy blade 
hair had barged his way to the 
front. “Open the door!” be 

shouted. “This is a disgrace! 
This is a violation of the peo- 
ple.” 

. He banged his tripod 
against the window, then 
reached down and sounded 
the coach horn. 


Among the things I had 
been told before coming 
Nagano was the fact that 
Japanese can appear verbally 
vague to Western visitors and 
have a particularly marked 
aversion to saying the word 

^But as the horn blared, and 

the Frenchman raved, this par- 
ticular Japanese person was 
able to overcome that nation-: 
al reticence. “Open the door 
now!" the photographer de- 
manded. “No. joo. mo!" replied 

the driver, staring him oul 
At this point, the coach was 
in tumult, and a taU Pole was 
desperate^ trying to engage the 
attention of passers-by by hold- 
ing a notice to the windows. 

“Help,” it read. “We are kid- 
napped by driver!" 

If that was so, our kidnap- 
per _ dearly under orders to 


drop media representatives 
only at official stops ^ was a 
man in tonnenL 

Suddenly his attention was 
caught by something bappen- 
mg half-way down the coach. 

Aiournalist had slid open one 

of the large safety wmdows and 

tos disappearing backwards 
from the vehicle. 

Tbm between the impulses 
to shut the window and remain 

at his post, our driver was now 

g—gjiencujg perhaps the worst 
moment of his entire life. 

■Hie sniff of fresh air was too 

much for me and nq ' Bnush 

coUeague-wetooIeftbythc 

unofficial side eat. And as wt 
trod the dazzling snow, my 
friend started humming the 

theme from The GreatEscape. 

1 am glad for protocol, 

because seeing it breached is 
such fun. 
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Downhill 

surprise 

by Cretier 


Winter Olympics 


By Garth Moore 

JEAN-LUC CRETIER pulled 
off a major upset yesterday 
when he won the men's down- 
hill in Nagano after the 
favourite, H ermann Maier, suf- 
fered a horrific ML 

The customs officer's victo- 
ry was a major upset by a man 
unaccustomed to success. The 
31-year-old, who has never won 
a major downhill, defied the for- 
midable Austrian team to give 
France their first downhill title 
since the great Jean-Qaude 
Killy won on home snow in 
Grenoble in 1968. Cretier made 
the most of his early start num- 
ber to dock a time of imm 
50.1 lsec. Norway's Lasse Kjus, 
the defending Olympic com- 
bined champion, came second 
with 1:50.51 with Austria’s 
Hannes Trinkl third in 1:50.63. 

Maier survived spinning into 
the air after just 18 seconds of 
his run down the and cart- 
wheeling over on to his shoul- 
der. He careered through the 
two sets of safety netting before 
somersaulting into heavy snow 
well off the course. He picked 
himself up groggily and after a 
moment signalled that he was 
uninjured. 

The Austrian had won 10" 
tunes in the World Cup this sea- 
son, induding two downhills, 
and was a favourite, not only for 
this event but all the alpine gold 
medals, but after the aeddent 
he pulled out of the combined 
downhill, having finished sev- 
enth in the slalom. 

Could bis misfortune have 
h?H anything to do with the 
rfate, Friday die 13th, or the fact 

that be was wearing the unlucky 

Japanese number of Four - or 
Shi, which means death. 

Another Austrian hopeful, 
Andreas Schifferer, the cur- 
rent World Cup downhill 
leader, had to wait for 1 1 min- 
utes as course marshals rebuilt 
the fencing. 

The 23-year-old, who sur- 
vived a near fatal crash in 
Kitzbubel two years ago, ap- 
peared to be shaken by watch- 
ing Maier's crash- the two men 


are close friends, sharing a 
room on the Wodd Cup circuit. 
Schifferer was off Cre tier’s pace 
at the first check point and con- 
tinued to fall further behind to 
finish out of the medals. 

Graham BeO also missed a 
place on the podium, but he 
earned a place in the records by 
becoming the first man to race 
in five consecutive Olympic 
downhills. He was 23rd of the 
28 finishers- four places ahead 
of Paul Schwarzacher-Joyce, 
Ireland’s sole competitor at the 
Games. The British No 1, An- 
drew Freshwater, missed an 
early gate. 

Ibmmy Moe, the American 
defending champion, bad a bad 
draw. In the sunny conditions, 
the course was breaking up be- 
cause of the bright sunshine by 
the time he went down 17th and 
he had no hope of retaining his 
title. He docked 1:51.43. 

The Austrians gave a mea- 
sure of revenge in the combined 
when Mario Reiter took the title 
on a spectacular Olympic debut 
The 27-year-old Austrian, who 
led after the slalom, held off the 
challenge of Kjus and his team- 
mate, Christian Mayer. - 

Whether or not success will 
change Reiter's life, Ross Re- 
bagliati said he is ready to al- 
ter his lifestyle after nearly 
losing his snowboarding gold 
medal The 26-year-old Cana- 
dian was deared of wrongdoing 
' on appeal after testing positive 
for marijuana following Sun- 
day’s giant slalom. Sitting with 
the medal around his neck, 
Rebagliati told of his relief at 
being able to keep the gold, as 
well as his shock at the initial 
news he was going to lose his 
title. 

•‘Winning the medal was the 
best moment of my life - losing 
it was the worst moment of my 
life,” he said. “It all happened 

in a short amount of time. It was 

an amazing feeling - quite a 
ride. 

“Life is a learning process - 
if you make bad decisions you 
have to deal with that. Tm go- 
ing to change my lifestyle, fm 
not going to change my friends. 
But I might have to wear a gas 
mask from now on." 



jean-Luc Cretier on his way to the gold medal at Hakuba yesterday 


Photograph: Pascal Pavani/AFP 


Olympic results 


alpine skiing 

MEN’S DOWNHILL 
1 Jean-Luc Craflerj <B) 1mta 5S!3l 





3 Hannas THritl (AirtJ 

-1-507*7 A Schitterer {Aut} 1 :50.77; 


W.-23G Befl 1:S3^v— '.,-^,7, 
lit Z7P Schaaraadwr-Joyea 1.5&71 

MBTS COMBINED DOWNHILL 

1 Mario IWtertAuf) -|S2;2§ 

Z Lasse KJUs P&d jj-jrggJJ 

SChnBian ttayer ■W, 

4 G Mader A 

P Schwarracfter-joyca 3^03. 

NORDIC SKIING 


2. SamMInato: Canada v Japan or USA; 

Switzerland v Norway. 

WOMEN’S FINAL PREUMINAHY 
ROUND: USA 10 Japan 2 : Den mark 8 
Ni Miwrpf 3‘ Swedan 8 SB 5: Canada 8 
SyksSnato: Canada v GB; 
Sweden v Denmark. 

LUGE 

MEN’S DOUBLES 

2 Chita Thorpe and Go n ^. J ^^ 
stlLrfc 

a?and M ScNeol (Aut) 1:41421; 5 K 

sfes'ra 

J-^flSfcflDTdiebanflnd V Kneb 
1-4&3S3; 10 A DemBhenko and S 
i:4Z556 


l 34; 8 1 Romanova and I 
i (Utr) 34: 10 S Montana and 
P Lavanchy {FrJ 4X1 

SPEEDSKATING 
WOMBATS 500*1 FIRST ROUND: 1 C 


Cross-country siding: Men's 15km 
freestyle pursuit OQOQ 
Monflc c ombined : gtqn ndvMual ctoss- 
cotmtry 041X1 

Speed skating: Woman's 500m second 
race 0730 

skat in g : Merita free programme 


Women lead the way on ice 


Figure ! 
iQoa 



CURLING 



figure skating 

0ft OMiSSsra end 


7! 

Hrt< 

t V&fcsr (Get); 

MEDALS TABLE 

G S B TM 

Germany 5 4 4 13 

Russia -4 3 0 7 

Nonray — -3 5 3 11 

United States 2 1 3 6 

Finland — 2 1 2 5 

japan 2 1 0 3 

RWK» -2 0 0 2 

Austria • 1 2 6 9 

Netherlands 1 2 1 4 

Canada 1 1 1 3 

Surttzeffand — 1 0 1 2 

Bulgaria -1 0 o 1 

SIT— -J» 3 1 4 

Czech RepotjBc .0 1 1 2 

Ukraine 0 1 0 1 

Belarus 0 0 1 ] 

0 0 1 1 

TIMETABLE 

(Times GMT) 

TODAY 

AJptae skBng: Manta supe^G TU5 (Fri); 
Womenta downfiti 0115. 


Ice hockey: Manta ftaal round: OuaMer 
1 v United Slates D 0545: Sweden v 
Canada 0B4S W omen; Japan v Sweden 
0300; Flntend v China 0700; Canada v 
United States flOO. 

Bobsleigh: Two-man, &st run 06DU 
Ciuting: Menta ta abro a k ; Japan v USA 
OQOO; Womenta serra-flnaJs 0600; Manta 
semi-finals 0900. 

TELEVISION TIMES 
BBC1 -0550-1040, 1326, 1355, H3U 
-2450-0330; BBC2 1040-1335, 2400- 
2455. Eurosport 24-hour covarags. 

TOMORROW 

Alpine awing: Womenta eombinsd 
(downhfl) OUS. 

BtaWon: Womenta 75km O40U 
Bobsleigh: TWcnnan, second n*i 0600. 
Curling: Manta and womenta bronze 
medal matches 0000 ; womenta Anal 
0400; menta final 0300 
Figure Bleating: Ice dancing, original 
dancaiooa 

Ice hockey: Manta final rowxl: Russia v 
Friand 0445; Czech Repubficv Qualfi- 
er 2 0945. 

SW jumping: 120m hdMdual (Tegti hll) 


Speed skating: Menta 1000m 0&0Q 
Television times BBC1 0550-07.20, 
BBC2 (H.G-1I0CL 1430 330-1325, 1000- 
B3CL Eurosport 0715-17D0 QOMM 


The British men's curling team 
failed to emulate their female 
team-mates as they bowed out 
of the Winter Olympics in 
Karuizawa, Japan, yesterday. 

Dougie Diyburgh's rink, 
tipped as a medal hope before 
the Nagano Games, needed to 
beat the United States and 
then hope that other results 
went their way to reach the 
semi-finals. They failed at the 
first hurdle, going down 6-3 to 
Tim Sommerville's rink, who 
now play off with Sweden for 
the right to face Japan in the 
knock-out stage tomorrow. 

Earlier, Britain's women’s 
team were landed with a daunt- 
ing semi-final against the 
favourites, Canada, after losing 
8-5 to Sweden in their final 
round-robin match. Kirsty 
Hay’s side led 5-4 at one point, 
but lost four points on one end 
to hand the Swedes victory. 

Pasha Grishuk and her part- 
ner, Evgeny Platov, are still on 


target to become the first couple 
to retain the Olympic ice dance 
gold, despite Grishuk slipping at 
one point. They are unbeaten in 
more than 20 events since win- 
ning in LiQehammer four years 
ago but Platov has fallen on the 
ice three times this year. 

Tae Satoya became one of 
Japan’s heroines with a gold 
medal in the freestyle skung 
moguls, but upset fans by wear- 
ing her baseball cap at the 
awards ceremony. Bowing to 
hundreds of complaints from 
Japanese fans, the Japanese 
Olympic Committee has now 
told its athletes to mind then- 
manners at medal ceremonies. 

Japan’s Education Minis- 
ter. Nobutaka Madam ura, who 
oversees the nation's sports, 
half-heartedly defended her, 
by saying she may have been 
crver-exdled. “But it is common 
sense for anyone to take off his 
or her hat during that sort of 
ceremony," he said. 


‘Great One* 
enjoys his new 

surroundings 

Mike Rowbottom sees Wayne Gretzky, 
the NHL giant make his Olympic debut 


ONE MOMENT early in the 
second period of the United 
States' opening match again 
Sweden here yesterday indi- 
cated that the seriousness with 
which the highly paid National 
Hockey League players are 
taking the Olympics. 

It came when Adam Dead- 
maish, one of the 125 NHL 

players taking part in the Games 
for the first time, slammed his 
Colorado Avalanche team-mate 
Peter Forsberg into the boards. 

Dea dm arsh and Forsberg 
are good friends. They play 
golf, together, they go bowling 
together. They even ride Hailey 
Davidsons together. But no 
flicker of recognition passed 
between them. 

Forsberg bad the last laugh, 
as Sweden, the defending 
Olympic champions, came from 
behind to defeat the US 4-2. 
The Americans, who have not 
won an Olympic medal since 
their college boys overcame 
the Soviet side and took the title 
in 1980, have 
another testing 
time today against 
Canada, easy 5-0 
winners over Bela- 
rus in their open- 
ing match. 

Canada's pres- 
ence assures the 
Olympics of the 
man their coach. 

Marc Crawford, 
described after the 
Belarus game as 
a oneofthehighest- 
statured athletes of 
these Games" - 
Mfayne Gretzky. 

The summer 
Olympics anneoced 
its “Dream Tfeam", 
by clearing entry 
for the top 
National Basket- 
ball Association 
players; now the 
Winter Games has 



man in his trademark 99 shirt 
showed, enough finesse and 
composure to indicate why he 
is stO] a profound influence on 
the Can adian cause. Like great 
football players, be has mys- 
terious access to those rare 
commodities, space and time. 

The serious back injury he 
suffered five years ago is said to 
have taken the edge off his 
game. Bui the only sign he 
gave of it yesterday was during 
the changes of personnel While 
his younger team-mates 'mulled 
to and fro over the barriers, 
Gretzky was more sedate - he 
used the gate. 

Earlier in the week, the Ital- 
ian, player Dho Felicitti pro- 
vided a little measure of the way 
in which Gretzky is revered 
throughout lbe game. “It’s an 
honour being here,” Felicitti 
said. “I saw him in the athletes' 
village this morning and it gave 
me the shivers.” 

Gretzky, who is reputed to 
have earned more than SI 00m 
(£625m) from the 
game in a career ’ 
that has seen him 
play for the Ed- 
monton Oilers, 
the LA Kings, the 
St Louis Blues and 
his current NHL 
team the New 
York Rangers, 
seemed genuinely 
thrilled to be par- 
ticipating al the 
Games. 

He is staying at 
the Olympic vil- 
lage, sharing a 
room with his 
team-mate Rod 
Brind* Amour, and 
happy to be doing 
so. 

“Before we 
came, people said 
we weren’t going 
to like the village 


because it was so 
secured itself sev- Ca n ada ^ Wayne Gretzky small,” he said, 
erai Dream Teams celebrates a goal against “But it has been 
and -in Gretzky- Belarus yesterday the exact opposite, 

the player known Photograph: Reuters It is great to be in 


as “The Great 
One”. 

There were only echoes of 
greatness from the NHEs all- 
time record points and 
goalscorer as he made his 
Olympic debut at the age of 37. 

The more obviously rum- 
bustious commitment to the 
cause came from his cap tain, 
Eric Lindros, who found time 
to score two goals when he was 
Dot bending Ibe boards with the 
nearest Belarussian. 

Lindros went too far in the 
last couple of minutes when he 
launched Andrei Skabelka into 
an orbit which matched that of 
Hermann Maier’s earlier in the 
day. The Canadian was sent to 
the sin-bin for two minutes. 

Al 5ft llin, Gretzky is five 
inches smaller than Lindros 
and appears a comparatively 
slight figure on an ice hockey 
rink. His face, like his game, is 
all angles — a long chin, quirky 
eyebrows and a nose that could 
be Pinocchio’s. 

The Great One could not 
quite score on his long-awaited 
Olympic debut - although one 
snap-shot in the third period 
nearly changed that - but the 


this environment. 

“We have a little room 
where we can watch re-runs of 
the television coverage, and we 
have got to meet all the other 
athletes.” 

When asked to consider the 
chances of his earning a gold 
medal here a week tomorrow, 
Gretzky was upbeaL but he ac- 
knowledged that the European - 
style ice rinks- which have 2^00 
square feet more than the 
typical NHL playing surface - 
could be an important factor. 

“There is a lot more room on 
this ice than we expected,” he 
said. “Sometimes we got the 
puck in areas where we play by 
instinct, and wc found we were 
a lot further from the net than 
we were used to. It look a bit 
of an adjustment. 

“No one team here is a dear 
cut above everyone else ” he 
added. “To do well you have to 
have a good team system, but 
there are players who can build 
on that and make a team spedaL” 

He made it clear he was re- 
ferring to Sweden, and Peter 
Forsberg. Most of those 
listening were thinking of some- 
one else. 
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Mistakes 
cost West 
Indies dear 


Cricket 


By Tony Cozier 

OLD HABITS die hard, and 
middle order batting collapses of 
the type that turned the match 
on its head after lunch yesterday 
have become habitual for the 
West Indies. 

Notwithstanding cheir victo- 
ry in the second Test last Mon- 
day, it was a lingering danger 
recognised by the team man- 
agement, which ordered an in- 
tensive session for the batsmen 
on Wednesday to talk it over. 

Carl Hooper s masterful, un- 
beaten 94 and his sixth-wicket 
partnership of 129 with wicket- 
keeper David Williams that won 
the second Test camouflaged de- 
ficiencies that have become an 
integral, yet unwanted, feature 
of West Indies cricket. 

They have found it near im- 
possible to put together totals of 
300, even on the best of pitch- 
es, and their batsmen repeatedly 
surrender their wickets with 
wanton strokes. It was the case 
in the previous Test, and again 
yesterday. 

In the previous first inning s. 
Brian Lara and Stuart Williams 
lobbed catches off the leading 
edge playing across the line on 
a pitch of uneven bounce, as 
Sbivnarine Chanderpaul did in 
Ihe second inning s. In the first, 
Jimmy Adams offered no shot 
at ail to be leg before. 

Prior to the series, Lara him- 
self stressed the value of part- 
nerships and the repercussions 
of collapses. In the preceding 
match, three wickets fell for 
nine runs following a third- 
wickei stand of 78 between Lara 
and ChandeipauL In the second. 


120 for two became 124 for five 
when Stuart Wiliams, Lara and 
Adams felL 

Yesterday, the West Indies 
held an increasing advantage, 
with Lara in full cry and 19 runs 
were taken off Andy Caddidk’s 
first over of the second session. 

The pitch, for the first time 
in the series, was ideal for bat- 
ting. The sunwasmeraJessiy hot 
and England seemed to be in for 
a rough time. 

Mike Atherton would have 
been ruing his decision to field 
when his trusted 1 lieutenant An- 
gus Fraser intervened and, as he 
had done more than once before, 
exposed West Indian impa- 
tience. Sherwin Campbell edged 
to slip - no guilt there, for it was 
a good delivery and the little 
opener has not beea in best 
touch. 

The two crucial victims were 
Hooper and Lara, and both 
were culpable for injudicious 
strokes. For more than five 
hours in his unforgettable effort 
in the first Test, Hooper had 
made not a single mistake. 

Not one silly indiscretion. 
This time he had hardly been in 
10 minutes wfaeo his carelessness 
was ended with a lofted catch to 
cover. It was now essential that 
the captain hung in there and re- 
paired the damage. 

Everything was in his favour 
- this is a ground he knows like 
the back of his hand — an d the 
ball was coming sweetly from the 
middle of the bat. His cross-bat- 
ted pull at Fraser to a ball wide 
of off stump was misplaced ar- 
rogance, and the resulting catch 
shifted the initiative towards 
the opposition, in the twinkling 
of an eye, Wednesday’s meeting 
bad come to nothing. 



England's Graham Thorpe (left) and Jack Russell take avoiding action as Sherwin Campbell cuts in the Test match yesterday Photograph: Empics 


Headley and Caddick fail to learn lesson of first Test 


Henry Bfofeld 

reports from Port of Spain 


HOW MICHAEL Atherton 
must have wished that he had 
stayed true to his instincts.. He 
is a captain who always prefers 
to bat first and having had a 
good look at the pitch this 
morning, be was in two minds. 

In the end, he was probably 
persuaded by the general 
opinion that if England bawled 
first it would give them their best 
chance of w innin g If his new 
ball bowlers bad found and 
kept to the right length and line 
he might even have enjoyed a 
second helping of lunch. 


It seemed inconceivable that 
Dean Headley and Andy Cad- 
dick could again bowl as badly 
as they had done last week. But 
they did. 

For the third time in suc- 
cession. Headley started a Test 
innings off with a no-ball and 
then bowled consistently short 
If Headley did not know his job 
was to tty and imitate Angus 
Fraser's bowling a week ago, 
there is something wrong with 
his thinking and the chain of 
command. Surely, since the last 
lest ended, just about the only 
piece of advice he can have been 
given was to make sure he kept 
the batsmen on the front foot. 


Perhaps he had allowed the 
tension to get to him and his 
nerves took over. None the 
less, one would think that a lest 
bowler would have worked out 
for himself some sort of fail safe 
mechanism. That might mean 
cutting his pace down and mak- 
ing sure that the ball ditched in 
the right place. But Headley 
went on as if unaware of what 
was needed. 

There was no attempt by any 
of his colleagues, including his 
captain, to have a talk with him. 
Headley is an inexperienced 
Test cricketer and at this stage 
of his development needs care- 
ful h andlin g. 


In his first spell, Caddick was 
not quite as bad as Headley but 
be ploughed his way through all 
the colours of the cricketing 
rainbow. After 16 overs, the 
West Indies bad reached 36 for 
no wicket and Caddick was 
■brought back to bowl a second 
spelL His first ball was a beauty 
which left Stuart Williams and 
bad him caught at first slip as 
he played forward. 

Brian Lara leant elegantly 
into his first ball which was a 
juicy half-volley and stroked it 
through mid-off for four. Cad- 
dick seemed surprised, but he 
was probably the only man on 
the ground who was. 


He came back for his third 
spell immediately after lunch. 
His first ball found the edge of 
Sherwin Campbell's bat and it 
sped away through Nasser Hus- 
sain at third slip. A single fol- 
lowed and then Caddick bowled 
a short one to Lara who pulled 
him mosi dismissively for four. 

The next ball Caddick over- 
compensated and and another 
full half-volley was driven 
through mid-off to the bound- 
ary. This was followed by a push 
past square leg for two before 
a foil toss was sent through mid- 
off for another four. 

The new-ball bowlers should 
go back to school 


Sri Lankans 
late collapse 
puts England 
in control 


Myles Hodgson 

reports from Moratu wg 

Sri Lanka A 235*8 v Engla nd A 


James Ormond gave his most 
assured international perfor- 
mance to date to put Eagtend 
A in a strong position on the' 
opening day of the third and. 

final unofficial Test yesterday . 

The 20 -year-old Leicester- 
shire fast bowler has struggled 
to make an impact on the dry r 
flat pitches of the sub-continent 
but yesterday he rediscovered 
his rhythm to claim 4 for 38 and 
restrict Sri Lanka A ro a modest . 
235 for 8 after they chose to baL 

The Warwickshire left-arm 
spinner Ashley Giles earned 
England the early breakthrough 
by bowling Dulip Samaraweera, 
but after the early spin success 
England persevered with their 
seam attack and were rewarded 
when Ormond struck twice to 
remove Sanjeeva Ranatunga 
and Hashan Tillakaratne. 

Ben Holiioake made further 
inroads five overs later by trap- 
ping Manoj Mendis leg-before. 

Sri Lanka's hopes were 


increasingly resting on their 
opener Chandika Hathursing- 
he. who battled for nearly four 
hours to reach 90 and hit 16 
boundaries before being bowled 
by Dean Cosker. 

Ormond then claimed two 
further victims as Sri Lanka lost 
three wickets for seven runs in 
the final fciur.overs of the day. 


F&si (toy of tour Stl Lanka A wan toss 
SRI LANKA A- Rret tamings 

O P Samaraweera t> Gfes -*2 

U C Hstftnin^w b Coster — 90 

S Ranalijnga b Ormond ....T2 

•HPTHtgmmc Read b Ormond 

M C Mendis tow b HoSoake -9 

P Hewaoe c and b Ormond 44 

B de SBvaC Esiham b HoCoato >-31. 

tP Jayowerdena tow b Ormond -0 

N BandartSsk* not out 6 

G P Wickraraastoghe not out — 0 

Extras (toa.w2.rfcj 

TWaf (for 8, 90 overs) — — — 235 

Mb 1-64. 2-91 3-107. 4-Ha 5-165, 522& 
7-225 8-232. 

Tb tat M Sandara. 

Bowling: Hoffioake 20-6-59-2; Ormond 
&5-3B-4; Esteem t)-4-2&0;Gtea2(M-3S-l; 
Powel 5-0-26-0; Caster 17-5-47-1 
ENGLAND A:*NV Knight □ L Madefy. 0 
ASHsfiMAEDham DjGSaJea BCHo»: 
oata, A F Gtas. 1C M W Read. J Ormond, 
JCPow* DA Coster. 

Umpires: MMMentes and 5 A/ravastoghA 


Paulus pushes Novotna to the limit 


Tennis 


TOP SEED Jana Novotna was 
taken the distance by Austria's 
Barbara Paul us yesterday before 
qualifying for the semi-finals of 
the Paris Indoor Open. Paulus 
had scored two wins in her 
three previous career matches 
with 29-year-old Novotna and 
again tested the Czech player. 

Paulus, seeded seventh, was 
wearing more bandages per 
square inch than most with 
both her right elbow and left 
knee heavily strapped. She 
surged back strongly after look- 


ing to be heading for an early 
exit .after Novotna bad domi- 
nated a one-sided first set. 

Novotna, who scored a 6-2, 
1-6, 6-4 victory, now plays either 
the third-seeded Maiy Pierce or 
fifth-seeded Anke Huber for a 
place in tomorrow's final. 

Pete Sampras continued his 
quest to solidify his No 1 rank- 
ing by surviving a spirited bat- 
tle with Spain’s Jordi Burillo 
Thursday in the second round 
of the Sybase Open in San 
Jose, California. 

Sampras fought gamely from 
the baseline and showed deli- 


cate touch at net in his 6-3. 7-6 
victoiy. He is only 300 points 
ahead of the Czech Petr Kor- 
da in the rankings. Korda could 
draw within striking distance of 
the Sampras’ top spot if he wins 
Antwerp next week. 

Ross Mathesoa of Glasgow, 
a wild-card entry, celebrated his 
best win since rejoining the in- 
ternational circuit recently in the 
LTA men’s tournament at Chig- 
well yesterday. Mathesoa 
overcame a world-ranking dif- 
ference of over 700 places to 
beat top seed Martijn Belgraver 
7-6, 7-6 in the quarter-finals. 


T 



For wild beating oKeis. that indude all taxes, call us by 
February on 01293 747 245. Or contact your local travel agent 
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Virgin MegaSavers. 


Sporting Digest 


Basketball 

NBA: Cleveland 103 Toronto 94; Portland TS 

Phoert* 110; Utah tffl Beam W0; Houston 

TO \tarawwW3; Sacramento 07 Denwr 84 

THURSDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Men* Euro- 

Laagtie Second phase: Group E : Tixk 

Tetetom 69 Bos Pisan (Tur) 83; Croat* Spfl 

1; POrto (P* ‘ 


80 


i (GO S3; I 


□ (Port) 5BMac- 

iP.RaaJ 


eatf Tol'Mv «sr) 82 Group ft Baa) Madrid 
82 Benetton Trewso (It) 54; CSKA Moscow 

7# Estudbmas Madid 8a Group G: 



Cricket 

Glouc86ta8»*»ha»»vwthdravnlhet#- 

for of a one-year contract to the Eng- 

land A wicketkeeper, Chris Read. 
Their cricket secretary, Phitp August, 

said; ‘He has not repled to our let- 

ters and we are no longer prepared 
to wait while he talks to other corn- 

ties.' They are now hoping to coax 
their farrrwr No 2, Reggte Vwbms. out 
at rettaemant to cover for Jack Russet 

The Board of Cattroi for Cricket in £n- 

cfa has invited the former Austraian 

captain and coach, Bobby Simpson, 

to act as a consultant to the toefen 

team tor the 1999 Wbrid Cupi 
SHEFFIELD SHIELD: Adelaide (final day 

of taur): Victoria 442 for 4 declared (M T G 

B&ott 122. B J Hodge ttBno) and 178 to 6 

ID M Jonsa 53m) ; South Austrsfia 205 (G 

S Blevratt lti;DW Planing 635) and 4U 

(TjWafeen T15 BS 97). Wcfcria non £y four 

mcUs. Hobart MM deyV Queensfand 175 

and 282 lor 7 (A Symorvb 141): Tasmania 
282 (DFHte *;8 Creevey 5-Sl) 

SOUTH AFRICAN SUPERSPORT SE- 

RIES: CapaTbwn (Flret day of touri: Gri- 
quaiand West 239 (W Bcasanger 85: M 
Gecvgs 6-ei). Wtaam Provtow W. 

TOUR MATCH: CMttctactt (Flret day of 
lew): Canfsrtvy W0; Zimbabwe OS te 5 
(GW Flower 84). 


Football 

The SWderiand striker, John MJu has 
Joined ftesion North End on loan with 
a view to a permanent mna The Suv 
deriand manager. FWer Reid, who has 
agreed to Andy MetvSe joining Brad- 
ford Ctty tor a month has also slowed 
the Danish defender, Kim Hefeetoern, 
to join his former club, Esbjerg, ini 
the end of the season 
MothervraB haws put their assistant 
manager, Andy Watson, In charge of 
team affairs following Afex I 
move to Ifcemlan to become th* nw 


Lennart Johansson, the present of 
l/efa. Etxopean tacstaaffs nring body, 
received a huge boost In hb west to 
become the next president of Rfa, the 
spate wold governing bod* when the 
African Footbal Confederation tffidaly 
said yestertay that it was bacfdng his 
election campaign. 

Second DMston Atoms, who are try- 
ing to become the first side frorr iwjt- 
the top fight of parish footbaD 
to reach the Spanish Cup final since 
198Q were drawn against MaBorra n 
the semHfaate yesterday. Barcelona 
wfl entertain Real Zaragoza In the oth- 
er two-tag semMtoeL 


Russell tracking the leaders 


| Finger and Cadle banned from showdown 


Golf 


SCOTLAND'S Raymond Rus- 
sell added a second-round 70 to 
his opening 65 to trail Stuart 
Appleby and Matthew Goggin 
by a single shot at the half-way 
stage of the Australian Masters 
in Melbourne. Appleby and 
the Ihsmanian Goggin both 
fired five-under-par rounds 
while the overnight leader 
Bradley Hughes carded a 72 
In the United States, the 
PGA Tour has all but embraced 
Casey Martin and his can. 


Trying to turn a PR disaster 
into a plus. CommissionerTim 
Finchem said Martin almqst 
certainly will play in a Profes- 
sional Golf Association Tour 
event this year. 

Finchem said: “Casey Mar- 
tin is a guy you want playing on 
the PGA Tour. He is an ex- 
tremely popular individual and 
a role model. How would you 
not want him playing?" 

After months of fighting 
Martin - and losing three tiroes 
in court - the tour now seems 
ready to accept the disabled 
golfer. 


Basketball 


i By Richard Taylor 

1 MIKE FINGER- the Bum- 
| ingham Bqllets coach and his 
} London Towers counterpart, 
j Kevin Cadle, may be forced to 
i watch from the crowd next 
j Sunday when their teams face 
j each other in a top-of-the-table 
j Budweiser League encounter at 
j Wembley. 

I Both have been fined and 
j banned from that game fol- 
: lowing incidents in separate 
! matches over the past momh. 


Finger has been fined £150 for 
criticising officials after Bullets 
lost 90-88 at Thames Vfclley 
Tigers, while Cadle was fined 
£200 for an outburst at the of- 
ficials after Towers’ shock home 
defeat against the league’s bot- 
tom club, Afford Royals. 

Both have the right to appeal 
this week, but must be wary that 
the action by the English Bas- 
ketball Association indicates a 
tougher stance this seasoD 
against abuse and dissent from 
coaches. 

The Manchester Giants' 
coach, Jim Brandon, has been 


banned for three games and 
fined £500 after verbally abus- 
ing tbe referees following the 
defeat at Chester Jets. His ap- 
peal is on Monday. 

The England coach, Laszlo 
Nemeth, has recalled Spencer 
Dunkley to the England team 
for the European Champi- 
onship semi-final group games 
in Belarus on 25 February and 
against Israel in Manchester on 
the 28th. 

Dunkley, who plays for Be- 
sanqon in France, was injured 
and missed the victory over 
Denmark in the autumn. 


framed 

his squad yesterday far a friendly with 
Oman next week without a sinjfo piay- 
erfram the country* top cUx Bayern 

Munich. Bayern piayere are norrnefy 

the stogie biggest group to Vtogts' 

squad, hut the dubs German (fop 

semi-final tie with VfB Stuttgart on 

Tuesday means they are inavalabte 

for the International ft Muscat the fal- 

lowing day Vogts plans to add more 
players to the 18 -man squad for the 

second match of the two-game Md- 

d)e East tour, against Saudi Arabia to 

Riyacti on Sinday 22 Febraury. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Re- 

arranged fixtures: Tu a 17 Mar. Oxford Uw 
v Reaang (trom 14 Fpb), WM 1 Apr: Not- 

tki^em ftvestv ShsKeto UU (born 14 Febl. 

CONCACAF GOLD CUP SemfAial (Los 

Angeles}: Memo t (L Hernandez 103) Ja- 

maica 0 (&dra time fiofcfen goal). 
THURSDAY'S IATE RESULTS: African Na- 

Sane* Cup (Bukina Faso) Group B: Togo 

2 (Dote 26 CoJbaHa-Tdue sq Ghana t (Jofrv 

sen per 8$. Group C: Nan to la 3 (Lkfthob 

2Q 51 Nuseb 33 Angola 3 jUzaio 43 Pado 

Siva pen 67. Penara 86). French League: 

ChtoaauouK 2 Lons 1; Ramos 1 Auxoire 1 

Spanish Cup quarterfinal sacond tog: 

Real Bails 2 ftW Zaragoza 2 000; ?■«. Harp 

NaOoral Lmgue of Mend Premier DMNon: 

Shetooume 3 KSarny Qry 0 Friendly: 

StalybndgeCettcOShefftoUVifecktffriarZ 

Avan Inasanco CombimflQn Bret DMefon: 

Norwich 1 West Ham a Under-18 Mama- 

ttoral (Nwitmtch): England 1 taraal a 

Golf 

Zimbabwe's Tony Johnstone, wintess 

on the Etxopean tax since he secured 

the 1992 Volvo PGA title, opened up 

a threfrehat lead to the South African 

PGA championship at Houghton Golf 

Clubk Johamestxm yesterday. Find- 
tog a deft touch with his putter after 
consulting an American eye speeial- 
btearfar to the week, Johnstone pro- 
duced rounds of 68 and 54 tor a 
38-bote total of 132. 12 -under-par 
o«ral However, with a third of the raid 
stBIto finish the* second rounds on a 
wet and blustery day, the 
could chanoe 
the halfway cut to made 1 
The Scottish international Lome Kel- 
ly. 34, won the Strokesaver La Marv- 
ga Masters to Spatoyestarday by three 
strokes, hfis final 73 gave tan a four 
rand total of 286 - two-under par. 
AUSTRALIAN MASTERS (Huntfngdele, 
Ustioumw) tnuJng ssem id-round scores 
;imteustttec$.-l34MG0ggrin6868; 
■ 56 68 135 B Hughes 63 72; R 
Rich* (GB) 65 70 136 R Gbun (Can) 69 
67.- 138 F NqMo (NZ) TO 68; R Aleilby 66 
70 139 D Chopra (5we] 67 72; D McKen- 
» 71 e& J Dawes 72 67; M OMaara {US1 
67 72. 140 L Persona 75 65; P LCniara 70 
TO P MdWhmey 72 68: T Cardan 68 72; 
D Scab 70 7Q 141 J Sends n 70 71; P Da- 
venport (NZ) 70 71; P Fowler 71 70 L West- 
mod (GB) 75 66: P ffMatay 72 69: S Hal 
7Z 69; M Brooks {USI 88 72; R Parping 72 
69 

ALFRED OUNHILL PGA TOURNAMENT 
(Johannesburg) Leading early eeeond- 
round scores (ncampfote round)-' 132 T 
Johnstone Ch>} 68 54 IfflSDutopfiJSA) 
69 68 138 E Bs (SA) 83 69 139 H Muntz 
{Noth) 72 67; S Struvw (Get) 69 70- 140 P 
Wee (G6J 6971: RJacquatopj 726a Ml 
M GrortserQ (Swal 73 68: A Cni» (SA) 69 
72; B Dredge (GB1 69 72- 142 N wn hens- 
bug (SA) » 69: B Coens (US) 73 69: M 

43V 


m 


MacKenzre (GB) TP 88; G Petersen 71 71 

(US); J rtwriasworfh (GB) 71 71: S van VO- 

uen (SA) 70 72. 

HAWAIIAN OPBi (WUstoa Country Cliih, 

Honolulu) Leading first-round scores 

(US unless stated): 83 J Huston. □ Ogm 

64 f Byrum. 65 D bfrfi, M fWd, C Strange. 

W Austn.jMMrtT Dodds (SA). 68 THer- 

njn. S StrtoterTP Soydoa. F Aten (SA). 

Ice hockey 

Newcastle Cobras' Chris Norton has 

been suspended for two ma tches by 

tee-^^wSf^^^ft^d^taran to- 

cklent against Basingstoke Bison on 

8 February when a Sneeman, Graham 

Homer, was knocked to the floor. The 

committee described Norton^ contact 

with the linesman as 'avoidable, isv 

necessary and reckless". 

Rugby Union 

ENGLAND LPflJEHJtl TEAM (v Wales Un- 

tler- 21 , Worcester, 20 Feta): M Hank 

(Leteasfer); P Sampson J Mtchted 

{Bathl M Otiver {Onri!). Lt 


(London Irish); B ftewllssn (Orref). E Webb 

(Leicester end Lcughborou^i Univeraty). J 

WMertwOoni (Wasps) 

ENGLAND STUDENTS (v Wbtea Stedants, 

BtacWwSh, 20 F^JWbtan (Exeter), f 


(Cambric^, D Wsktor (Durham), J 0"H on- 

ly (Mandiester), B Harvey (Bnsiel). D 
Bernes (Durham), T Robinson (Brteol). R 

ProPwro u flh (Loughborough]: A Reuben 

(OxtanJV I Peal (Bruiel), M MBs (Sheffield). 



Snooker 

REGAL SCOTTISH OPEN (Aberdeen) 
Hist round; D Date (Wta» m B Jcnes (EnQ) 
5-3; S Judd (Eng) bt M Stevens (Wdlj 5-4; 
M Bennett IWalfbt I Bornby (Era) 5-3; M 
Judge (kf) otj Lantnar (ScoJ 5-2; D Flm- 
bow (Eng) bt D Ctartw (Eng) 5-2. P Mc- 
OAagh (Eng) bt J Johnson (Eng) 5S: G 
Greene (&vgl ot N Wblcer (Erigi 5-Z; D 
OKane (N2fbt J Wocxkmn (Eng) w/6; E 
Henderso n (Sco) tat M DUevnwovohl (SCO) 

5-3; l Griffin (Eng) bt A Davies (WM 5-2; 

J tt Torch (Eng) S3; N trearce 
I McCvfioch (Eng) 5-3 

Squash 

FLANDERS OPEN (Merteem, Bet) Quer- 

ter-ttnato: C Water (GB) bt N Taytor (G9) 

15-8 15-5 T5-a J White (Aua) bt D Evens 


(G8) 15-ID 17-W 7-15 55-7: M Heath (GB) 

btT Hands (GB) t»-i5 17-« 0-14 «-8; S 

Casteteyn (Bel) bt M Cams (GB) 9-t> 0-15 
«5-7 15- fl 15-12 

Tennis 

ATPTOURNAten'reaRjoee.CsanSeo- 
• ond round: T Martin (US) bt J Oncine (Bra) 
S3 7-8; J van Lottum (Netttj « V Spadea 
(US) 7-5 6-7 6-2; P Sampras (US) btOBlrt- 
w (Sp) 63 7-6; M Woodtorde (Am) bt M 
Washlnglnn (USJ 7-5 7-8 
DUBAI OPEN Quarter -flneJs; W Ferreira 

ISA) bt N KJetar (Gei) 6-3 6-2; J ejorkman 

(Swre) bt C Moya (Sp) 7-6 6-1 
OAVis CUP Euro/ACrican Zone Grow One 

Ffrat round: Rnland v Croatia (NeteteM): 

V LUckO tRn) bt I LpiUdc (Croa) 4-66-47- 
5 6-4 Ukraine v Denmark (KtovV K Caitaen 

(Den) bt A RybaBco (Ukrj 6-2 7-6 8-3; F Fat- 

lertn (Den) bt A Medvedev (UJtrJ 8-3 8-4 7- 

i» Flrat round: 


5 Asia/Oceanto 

Uzbekistan v China 

toftJzfc] talYu 

Ogorotiov (Uzb) bt Yu 
6-1 8-4, 


Onal 

: VKutsen- 

1)8-26-3 6-1:0 
(Ch) 6-1 2-$ 


S STorey (End t 

(Eng) Hi McC 


LTA MEN’S TOURNAMENT (CNgweOi 
Querter -finals: B Matheson (GB) bt M Bel- 

graver (Noth) 7-6 7-6; A Pretzsch (Gert bt 
M Navarra (It) 8-46-2; DVtan UtWen (Bel) 
« K Ftygt (Sm) 7- 66-4; F Loven (Swe) fa 
M MeSstrare (Swe) 6-3 5-76-* 

LTA WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT (Bkmtnrv 

hern) SemWInafa: J PuB&i (GB) bt M PwP 

ron (Swe) 6-2 6-2; J Ward (GB) bt G Am 
(Gar) 9-3 7-6L 
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TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

27 

The number of profes- 
sional heavyweight boorg 
matches won by the for- 
mer Houston Oilers and 
Dallas Cowboys running- 
back, Alonzo Highsrrath, 
who knocked out Martin 
Lopez in the second 
round of their fight in 
Houston on Thursday 
night Highsmith, who 
weighed exactly I7st for 
the bout, is unbeaten 
since switching sports. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Henry Blofeld’s 

West Indies 
Cricket 

Commentary ! 

For the latest 
incidents and 
commentary from the 
West Indies tour 

Call 

0930 563 597 
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SATURDAY 


V .1 


Jamaica fall at 
final hurdle 
in Gold Cup 


United States 
Luis Hernandez scored a gold- 
en^oai ip sudden-death extra 
time on Thursday to give Mex 
ico al-0 win over Jamaica and 
a place in tomorrow’s Con- 

' cacafGold Cup final. They will 

fece the United States - unex- 

pected winners over Brazil in 

; f the other semi-final on Tuesday 
' Hernandez could have won 

it for Mexico with just two min- 
utes to go in normal time, but 
his powerful header hit the bar 
■with Jamaica's goalkeeper, War- 
ren Barrett, well beaten. But he 
made no mistake with another 
forceful header late in the first 
period of extra time in front of 
45,50? fans in the Los Angeles 
- Coliseum. 

The result was a disap- 
pointment for the “Reggae 
BoyrT of Jamaica, who had 

surprised many Ians by winning 

their first-round group in the 
* ^tournament. They had been 
^beaten 6-0 by Mexico in a 
Wbrid Cup qualifying match last 
- year, but later held the Mexicans 
to a 0-0 draw in Kingston. 

In tomorrow’s third-place 
match, which precedes the final 
in the Coliseum, the Jamaicans 
face Brazil, with whom they 
drew 0-0 in their opening match 
at the tournament. The world 
champions have also been held 
by Guatemala and have only 
managed to beat El Salvador at 
the Gold Cup. 

Brazil 

Tuesday’s Gold Cup semi- 
final loss to the United States 
caused some serious indignation 
back home in Brazil. 

- “A defeat to be asham ed o£T 

Ifjread a headline in the Rio de 
* Janeiro newspaper O Globo 
after Brazil’s first defeat to the 
Americans. 

“Nightmare in the wee 
hours," declared the sporting 
daily Lance, referring to the 
game's 2am starting time in 
Brazil. “What nobody believed 
could happen, happened." 

However, more sober ob- 
servers did put the defeat inperr . 
spective. Although Romano , 
was on tbe fiekL and was reg-‘. 
ularty thwarted by a brilliant 

116 days— 

mjjfa and counting 

until the World 
Cup finals begin 
in France 

Tomorrow Japan ptey their first 
friendly since they qualified for 
' France 88 by beating Iran in an 
Asian Zone play-off ii Ncwembec 
They meet Austrafia in Adelaide, 
in what Is widely expected to be 
Terry Venables' last ma tch tn 
charge of the Socceroos. Hs 
Japanese counterpart Takeshi 
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display from the Leicester Cily 
goalkeeper, Kasey Keller, Brazil 
were without Ronaldo and 
about half of their regular start- 
ing line-up. 

Berti Vogts, the coach of 
Germany, whose side meet 
Brazil in a friendly in Stuttgart 
on 25 March, said: “What the 
Bra z ilia n s were doing in the 
Gold Cup was having a holiday. 
They have the best team of all 
time. They don't play football, 
they celebrate footbalL” 

Burkina Faso 

The biggest shock so far at the 
African Nations' Cup in Burk- 
ina Faso came on Thursday, 
when unfancied Ibgo beat one 
of the favourites for the title, 

Gh ana. 

Mohamed Coubadja-Toim? 
smick a spectacular solo goal in 
injury time to give Togo a 2-1 
win in a first-round Group B fix- 
ture. Franck Dot£ had given 
Ibgo the lead in the 26tb 
minute and, thanks to a brilliant 
display from their goalkeeper 
NIbombe Wakd, they held out 
until Samuel Johnson equalised 
with an 83rd-minute penally. 

The Nations’ Cup holders. 
South Africa, have been in 
poor form so far, having been 
held to draws by both Angola 
ami Ivory Coast The group fix- 
tures conj^ude on ibesday, with 
.the quarter-finals starting oh 
Friday. 


Okada, has a squad of 40 play- 
ers as desperate to make the 
final World Cup squad of 22. 
“Befog the off season for the 
J-Lsague,.many of the players 
may not be atthar peak just yet 
but the competition for places In 
the final WbrkJ Cup team is 
enough motivation to spur the 
players on," he arid yesterday He 
added that Australia's physical 
strength was the most worrying 
aspect for his side as they pre- 
pared for tomorrows match. 

Rupert Metcalf 


Sandinista OB tie 
crucial for Gaffer 


CLUB chairman Sir Hirem 
Firem continues in charge of 
Sludgethorpe Brazil today 
fjtmid conflicting reports from 
ihe Central American jungle 
over the fate of football kom- 
missar Barry Gaffer. 

Earlier last week it was 
feared the 54-year-old had 
been killed when a body was 
washed up at the mouth of the 
Rio Tinto, so named for the 
number of bloodied bodies 
dumped in it during the recent 
civil war. However, that proved 
to be a referee's assistant and 
Gaffer was later discovered to 
be alive. 

In a classic example of the 
Stockholm Syndrome, which 
- holds that kidnap victims grow 

to like their captors- Gaffer is 

reported to be coaching the 
guerillas’ football team with 
considerable success. He is 
-still being held captive but a 
former rebel insider, now a 
- high-ranking torturer in the 
state Ministry of Truth- said 
Gaffer could be freed if b* 

. i««n win the Guevara Cup 
. ag ains t, the Sandinista Old 

' Boys this afternoon. 

If they lose, however, he will 

be killed as Brazil’s “Save the 

Gaffer Fund", formed to raise 
the £1,000,000 ransom de- 
manded for their manager, 
has been dosed with a debt ot 
£430j000. The follows the dis- 

aaious fiuid-raising dinner on 

the Sludgethoipe Canalwhic 

. i- j :,u luut ctnkiOE 3t* 


ter Luciano Pavarotti vas he- 
i hcoptexed on board to sing 
F Nessum Donna as the finale- 
No fires were lost but the cost 

ofthnboat, and the £250,000 

of jewellery Lady Fireffl* tn 


THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 

chairman’s wife, claimed to 
have lost, wiped out the fond. 

Sir Hirem Firem, who has 
steered Brazil off the bottom 
of the table with two wins in a 
week as manager, said: “we are 
all crossing our fingers for 
Barry but we have to concen- 
trate on our own life and death 

struggle at the wrong end of the 

Premiership”. Sir Hirem re- 
fused to comment on rumours 
that the £430,000 was being de- 
ducted from Gaffer's wages, 
nor that he intended managing 
the dub permanently regard- 
less of Gaffer's fete. 

Sir Hirem did say that both 
Ivor Niggle and Shaun Prone 
would be rested today as the ht- 
tle green men he met at the 
petrol station had told him they 

l0 °tote^i d he will play his 

nephew, NepotateFirem^d 

Broccoli Moore, who has been 
released on bail pending btsap- 

oeal against assaultmga police 

P-T tirifh a Christinas 
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t^goest rush of 


rowed' an official snovvmobte. 

SSSs 

Simon Fenn wil also never neaij. 

i+tfiat mv career best 


hv been to aTest matt* V— , 

g .AT Kofi tn fvxneone else An- 


On your biloK The good ladies of Burkina Faso at the African Nations’ Cup opening ceremony in Ouagadougou Photograph- AP 


rogance about him. ti!e 

we must keep he feet 

floor. John Aldridge, Tranmere Rowem 
manager, on his chi* young goafceep- 
ing prospect Steve Simonsen. 


You could be on your woy to the Stode de France 
on July 12th, os o winner it"; our credit cord competition. 

You'll be joining the MasterCard World Cup 
Train" for this exclusive trip and who knows, if 
Eng, ’and go oil the woy, it will be the biggest event 
in football since 1966. Alternatively, if you prefer 
fans of o quieter nature, we'll whisk you off for o 
weekend in Barcelona, 

Bui rest assured, even il you don't vJ'in, you're 


still getting o great deal as we're also ottering a 
lower interest rate (15% APR) for the first twelve 


Call 0800 616 848 


months and there's no card fee for the first year. 

And don't forget, only NatWesi credit cords 
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We've got 50 pairs of tickets to the World Cop Final 
coortesg of MasterCard op for grabs. 
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Nat West 

More than just a bank 
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‘Honest’ Sutton strikes back at snipers 


By Alan Nixon 

CHRIS SUTTON said yesterday 
that be still wants to play for his 
country. The Blackburn Rovers 
striker spoke out after a week of 
criticism of his decision not to 
play for the England B team. 

“At no time have T said I 
don't want to play for England.'’ 
Sutton said. “I would love to 
play for my country and still 
want to. All 1 tried to say was 
that I don’t believe that playing 
against Chile's B team would 
further ray chances of going to 
the World Cup. 

"Glenn Hoddlc [the England 
coach] does not appear to rate 


me, or he would have been giv- 
ing me a game on Wednesday 
at Wembley instead.” 

Sutton feels that people see 
his decision as mere petulance. 
“This is nothing to do with 
suggestions made in some quar- 
ters that I think I am too good 
for the B squad,” he said. 

“I was not being arrogant I 
am not trying to pick the team. 
I have no regrets about what I 
did. At least 1 was being hon- 
est about h. I could have pre- 
tended I had an injury and just 
ducked out. Others have done 
that in the past, but it was not 
right for me.” 

One of the players Sutton 


Harford prepared 
for a rough ride 
at the Hawthorns 


By Bill Pierce 


RAY HARFORD will not be 
unnerved by the expected hos- 
tile reception at the Hawthorns 
from West Bromwich Albion 
fans who have labelled him a 
“Judas” for walking out on the 
club just before Christmas. 

“They can boo as much as 
they like, because it won't wor- 
ry me,” the Queen's Park 
Rangers manager said yesterday. 

Harford left Albion after 
steering them to a promotion- 
challenging position, but hav- 
ing refused to sign a contract. 
When the chance came to re- 
turn to his native London af- 
ter QPR sacked Stewart 
Houston. Harford jumped at it, 
and left bitter recriminations 
behind in the Midlands. 

Tony Hale, the Albion chair- 
man, claims he had a gentle- 
men's agreement with Harford 
and has declared that he will not 
he able to bring himself to even 
talk to him at today's match. 

“The chairman is just trying 
to protect himself. He knows 
what the position always was.” 
Harford said. “I enjoyed my 
time at Albion and it was a dif- 
ficult decision to leave, but af- 
ter a long spell up north I was 
still sick of spending my life dri- 
ving up and down the motorway. 
I needed to be working near my 
home in Surrey.” 

Albion have drifted out of 
the promotion play-off zone 
since Harford departed, but he 
has not yet been able to make 
a major impact at Rangers, 
who are still struggling below 
half-way in the First Division. 

The England B midfielder 
Nigel Quashic has added to his 
problems by dropping out of the 
Albion game with a shin injury 
that became infected after he 
sustained it against Chile on 
Tuesday - ironically, at the 


Hawthorns. However, George 
Kulcsar and Simon Barker 
could be ready to return. 

Alan Ball believes his 
Portsmouth side are still good 
enough to avoid relegation and 
that victory at Crewe Alexandra 
today can kick-start their season. 

Ball, searching for his first 
win since returning to Fra tton 
Park as successor to Terry Fen- 
wick, admitted dns is a vital 
match but pointed out; “Crewe 
like to play football, which will 
allow us to play our passing 
game. A first win will give us 
something to build on.” 

Ball will give John Aloisi his 
first start since being appointed 
- a week after the Australian 
striker claimed he has been vic- 
timised since Tferry Venables left. 
**IVe had a good chat with 
John and am perfectly happy 
he’s committed to the club,” 
Rail said. 

Manchester City could be 
without Georgi Kinkladze 
against fellow struggleis Bury in 
the vital Maine Road derby. 
Kinkladze needs a late test af- 
ter playing for Georgia in Mal- 
ta on Tuesday, despite being 
stretchered off against Nor- 
wich three days earlier. 

“We were happy for him to 
go, but with his ankle injury we 
didn’t expect him to play,” 
Frank Gark. the City manager, 
said. "He didn’t even take his 
boots.” 

Middlesbrough can regain 
the First Division leadership 
from Nottingham Forest by 
beating Bradford at the River- 
side Stadium at the start of a 
crucial three-match, eight-day 
programme. 

“The Bradford game is more 
important than our Coca-Cola 
Grp semi-final against Liverpool 
on Wednesday,” Bryan Rob- 
son, the Boro manager, said. 
“We must take three points.” 


considers that he should have 
been facing, Marcelo Salas, has 
signed for Lazio for £13m. The 
deal ties Salas, who scored both 
goals ia Chile's defeat of Eng- 
land, to Lazio until 2006. The 
23-year-old River Hate striker, 
South America's Footballer of 
the Year, was previously a 
target for Manchester United. 

Middlesbrough face a strug- 
gle to obtain a work permit for 
the Colombian striker Hamil ton 
RicanL The Department of 
Employment stipulates that a 
player from a non-European 
Union country must have 
played in 75 per cent of com- 
petitive internationals in the 


past two seasons to qualify for 
clearance. Ricard has played in 
only 30 of Colombia's 20 com- 
petitive games, including six 
World Cup qualifiers, over a 
two-year period 

Liverpool are open to offers 
for the 29-year-old defender 
Neil Ruddock. The club’s man- 
ager, Roy Evans, denied that 
West Ham had made an offer 
for the former England in- 
ternational, but said that he 
would consider selling him. 

Lee Dixon, the 33-year-old, 
fanner England fiiB-back, has ao 
cep ted an offer to stay at Arse- 
nal for a further season. His 
contract was due to end in Jane. 


The Football Association is 
to take no action against 
Portsmouth following the pitch 
.attack on the linesman Edward 
Martin by a Sheffield United 
supporter two weeks ago. 

There were criticisms after 
the game about the level of Rew- 
arding and the small police - 
presence at Flatten Park. How- 
ever, after carrying out an in- 
vestigation into the attack, 
which left Martin unconscious, 
the FA is not be taking the mat- 
ter any further. 

"We have made inquiries 
into the events and are satisfied 
not only that aO reasonable pre- 
cautions were taken on the day. 


but also with the general safely 
policy at the ground, r Steve 

Double, the FA spokesman, said. 

Football League dubs will 
decide in April on radical re- 
structuring plans that could in- 
clude reducing the First 
Division to a “super league” of 
12 sides and changing the num- 
ber of teams relegated and pro- 
moted from each section. 

Club representatives met 
yesterday in London to discuss 
the proposals, which were first 
put forward at a meeting in De- 
cember. No final decisions were 
made, but also under consider- 
ation is increased promotion 
from the Vauxhall Conference. 



Ray Harford; ‘I enjoyed my time at Albion and it was a difficult decision to leave’ Photograph; Allsport 


Evans aims to accelerate as the last lap approaches 


SIDELINES 

Heroes on mission 

to blast the past 


Ian Wright and Andy Un- 
igfaan, who may be in direct 
opposition when Arsenal 
receive Crystal Palace to- 
morrow* are linked by 
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morrow, are linked by ^ the feet that each 

something 0(l ^£ dub whose last great FA 

will be striving to knock out me 

Cup memory they pnjgjj* ^ ^dc twice in Peace’s ‘ 

^o^rc^^oTTplayed foi : both. dubs, 
promptly brought Eddie McGoIdnck from^W^ 
to Highbury. Arsenal bad previously P"*«j of 
Nicholas tan the Eagles ^-be^oof 
the Eighties", the former m excfcmge -for Chve AUen and 
Paul Barron. Allen, newly signed for £lm from QPfL ha 
not kicked a ball in anger for the north London cfob__ 
David Price and George Wood exchanged N5 for SE25 
around the same time, following a path well worn by a Re- 
cession of Arsenal stalwarts dabbling m 
tween 1947 and '54, Jack Butler, Ronnie Rooke and Laune 
Scott all found that myriad medals and caps were no gimr- 


Ten things 
that 
Chelsea’s 
Nigerian 
Celestine 
Babayaro 
might be 
missing 
today 



1 The night life of La- 
gos. Much like the King’s 
Road, but more music, 
bars and excitement and 
less Sloanes and expense. 

2 Hopping on a choba - 
motorbike tan -at the end 
of the night. Speedier and 
cheaper than a black cab 
and none of the chirpy cab- 
bie banter to contend with. 

3 A glass of ogogoro - dis- 
tilled palm wine with the 
potency of missile fueL 

4 The recently discov- 
ered gorillas of the south- 
east forests. Like Chelsea 
championship prospects, 
no one thought the goril- 
las existed until recently 


and there are doubts 
about their future. 

5 LekkI beach, east of La- 
gos, famous for its 
coconut trees. 

6 Osbbogp's Sacred For- 
est - a spirit shrine. 

7 Nigerian Guinness, with 
eight per cent alcohol. 

8 Dodo - fried plantains. 

9 Igbin -snails with chilli. 

10 Living under a regime 
that is never short of ex- 
citement, even though at 
times the mysterious rul- 
ing powers make surprise 
decisions that no one re- 
ally understands. Sounds 
familiar. 


iT\ NAME OF THE GAME 

No 22; THE SAINTS 


Southampton’s nickname dates back ro their foundation 
in 1885, when most of the orginal members belonged to 
the young men’s association of St Marys Church. At their 
first meeting the church's curate was elected club presi- 
dent. The club's original name was Southampton St Mary’s 
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LESSON 


By David Anderson 

ROY EVANS, the Liverpool 
manager, has warned his play- 
ers as they prepare to take on 
Sheffield Wednesday at Hills- 
borough today that the cham- 
pionship is entering what he 
considers to be its most critical 
phase.has told his Liverpool 
players to roll up their sleeves 
tor the title ruo-in. 

Evans was disappointed by 
last week's defeat against 
Southampton, which ended 
their eight-mulch unbeaten run. 
but be claims the blow was soft- 
ened by the fact that their rivals 


have also slipped up lately. Liv- 
erpool. along with Chelsea and 
Blackburn, are just five points 
behind the leaders Manchester 
United. 

“It’s always important to 
win at this stage now that it's 
getting towards the last lap.” 
Evans said. “We’ve got to roll 
up our sleeves again and show 
a positive attitude.” 

Michael Owen is likely to 
start his 40th game of the sea- 
son despite fears from Evans 
that the teenager is on the 
edge of “bum out”. Owen has 
played 36 times for the 
Merseysiders this season plus 


three games for his country at 
under- IS. undcr-21 and the full 
international side. 

Evans said the IS-year-old 
must put his fine full England de- 
but behind him and “get back to 
work with the bread and butter 
stuff. “There's always a concern 
about burn out with a lad of 18 
and we will monitor him very 
closely," he said. 

The Liverpool manager is 
also taking an interest in Jaap 
Siam, the PSV Eindhoven de- 
fender, who he has confirmed 
he is considering signing. 

Ron Atkinson, the Wednes- 
day manager, fears a Liver- 


pool backlash after their 3-2 
borne humiliation by 
Southampton last weekend. 

“They’ll be like wounded 
tigers." Atkinson said. “Liver- 
pool are supposed to be having 
a nightmare but they have won 
eight of their last 12 games.” 

Martin O’Neill is confident 
his rejuvenated Leicester side 
can overcome the threat of 
Tottenham’s danger man. David 
Ginola, at White Hart Lane. 

“In Ginola they have a play- 
er who can be outstanding on 
his day," O'Neill said, “f saw 
Spurs when they were knocked 
out of the FA Cup by Barnsley 


and he was simply fantastic on 
the night. But we are in a good 
frame of mind and will be go- 
ing into the game with all guns 
blazing after winning our last 
two games.” 

Howard Kendall is urging his 
Everton side not to ease up and 
extend their fine recent record 
at home to Derby. They have 
lost only one of their last nine 
games, a run that has seen 
them move five points clear of 
the drop zone and Kendall 
land the manager of the month 
award for January. 

He said; “Last week some of 
the bottom sides had great re- 


sults, like Tottenham winning at 
Blackburn, but the five-point 
gap we’ve created between our- 
selves and the bottom three is 
pleasing. We’ve got to make that 
gap bigger, starting tomorrow 
against Derby. 

Jim Smith. Derby’s manag- 
er, is hoping the return of his 
wild card can deal Derby Coun- 
ty a rare winning hand away 
from hom&. Paulo Wmchope. 
his Costa Rican striker, is back 
in the front line after missing 
last Saturday's home defeat by 
Aston Villa because of in- 
ternational duty in the United 
States. 


Albion want more than 
an enjoyable day out 


By Ken Gaunt 

Albion Rovers aim to shrug 
off their domestic worries 
today by making the most of 
a money-spinning Torments 
Scottish Cup tie at Hearts. 

The Third Division side's 
Ctiftonhill stadium has again 
been dosed down because of 
a faulty shower in the away 
dressing room, but their man- 
ager, Vinnie Moore, believes 
his players will be focused. 

“People say we should go 
there and enjoy the day.” 
Moore said. “But we will 
only enjoy the day if we get a 
win or a draw. Losing to 
Hearts would be no different 

to losiqg in ihe league to Cow- 
denbeath in my book.” 

Inverness Caledonian 
Thistle also aim to upset the 
form book at the Coca-Cola 
Cup finalists. Dundee Unit- 
ed. “We will go into this 
game looking to score rather 


than trying to contain Unit- 
ed,” their manager, Steve Pa- 
terson, said. “We respect 
them, but we certainly don't 
fear them.” 

Neale Cooper, manager of 
Third Division Ross County, 
hopes to put one over his old 
boss. Jocky Scott at Dun- 
fermline. Cooper had a spell 
as a player there when Scott 
was in charge. Scott moved to 
Dundee tins week, replacing 
John McCormack, who was 
dismissed even though the 
dub are five points clear at the 
top of the First Division. 

Stirling, who knocked JK3- 
mnmock out of the Coca- 
Cola Cup. aim to emulate that 
feat against St Johnstone at 
McDiannid Park. 

“Saints lave shown their 
worth in the top flight,” their 
manager, Kevin Drmkell 
said. “We will look to hold 
them for the opening 20 min- 
utes an d build from there. 
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GD 

W 

D 

Home 

F 

A 

W 

_Q_ 

Avwy 

l 

F 

A 

Form 

(mtometdonnOT 

Upcoming matches 

1 

Mari Utd ■ ’• 

25 

50 

+33; 

10 . 

' 2 

.1 

33 •• 

.. 6. 

:,.s. 

3, 

•4 - 

.19 

13 

LWLLD 

. « P* AjJjn V» fAl 2/ fi* Oo*r <H], 
as Fab Oafea <** 7 MarStuffWfcij [A) • 

2 

Chelsea 

25 

45 

+25 

8 

2 

1 

22 

• 8 

6 

I 

7 

30 

J9 

LWLWL 

21 Fab L»xacr (Al. MFebMr, Ud fHk 
BMarAstcwxViLi (Hr. It mrCeAariH/ 

3 

Liverpool. 

25 

45 

+19. ■ 1 

•' 9 

H 

4 

28 

.13.. 

‘ 4 . 

•' 5 

; 2 

.13 

9 

yrowDL 

33 Feb 6mton *Wi; IS Fab Aston. v$a tAfc- 
7 Mar Beftii*. rHt K Mar raturMni .Hi 

4 

Blackburn 

25 

45 

+ 17 

8 

3 

2 

30 

15 

4 

6 

2 

H 

12 

DLWDL 

21 Fab ioutfumpion (Aj. 28 Feb 0*ester (H), 

7 Mar Bamsk** !H>. W Mar Evcrtjr. |A> 

5 

Arsenal'.' 

’.2t 

44 

-+B. 

; 9 

2. 

■ 7 

28 

.'.9 

-.3 

6' 

• 2 •' 

16- 

17 

DWDWW 

21 Fab Crie^il Wit* (Hi 2A Feb fcllon (A); ' 

2 Mar lAwt'Mim i.A): 7 Mar Dwtp fHl . 

6 

Derby 

25 

39 

+8 

9 

3 

1 

25 

8 

2 

3 

7 

14 

23 

LWDWL 

21 Feb Km Utd »Ai. 28 Feb Sndt V*d iH). 

7 Mar Arwsvil 1 * 1 . IS Mar L.»-±i (Hi 

7 

Leeds 

25 

38 

+6 

.-5- 

.3 

a 

17. 

H-: 

;& 

.2 

: 5. 

Q 

H 

DLLWL 

22 Fab Nancx#? FA* 28 Feb'xirtt^rrf tOi (Hi. 

7 Mar Tohen».i*n IHj IS Mar C fcrt* <A). 

8 

West Ham 

25 

38 

+2 

9 

1 

I 

26 

8 

3 

1 

10 

II 

27 

WWLDW 

21 Feb Bolton (Al, 2 Mar V>7ul (HI 

T Mar Crystal (aUre lAn 11 Mar Man Uia ,>n 

9 

Leicester 

,25. 

36 

+6 

4. 

.7 

3 

W 

’ II 

. 5 ■ 

2 

4 . 

H 

• 11 

DDDWW 

21 Fab Qrtid iHfc Z8 FA Fi»kN*n i*ji • 

7 Mar TAnvosde (Hjc jAi . 

10 

Newcastle 

25 

32 

-5 

6 

2 

5 

6 

5 

3 

2 

6 

10 

15 

LWLWL 

22 Feb Lc«fe (Hi. 28 FA Ew.rton 1*1. 

7 Mar Lacewr 1*1 M Mar C-MntryHj. 

II 

Southampton . 

25 

31 

-4. 

7 

f 

4 ■ 

|9 

K 

2 

. 3 

8' 

10 

21 

DWWLW 

IB Feb Cowritry iHl Zf Feb Brttbirn iFiJTT ~ 
28 Feb 1 mF :AT. 7 r Mar E«rtori (Hj. 

12 

Coventry 

25 

30 

-5 

5 

7 

1 

20 

W 

2 

2 

8 

Q 

20 

WLDWW 

21 Feb Ramgry |Hi 28 Feb rtU Wiix .A|. 

T Mar ’Alnttibn (Hj. 14 Mar NcwcmiH [Aj 

13 

AsfconVBa 

25' 

30- 

r7 

■ 5 

T 

4 

17 

16 

.3 

3 

- 7 ■- 

X). 

'18 

OOU.W 

IB Feb l*Ui »Hr 21 Feb Vttmtdafttt t*j. 

25 Fab Bamdey (Hfc 28 Feb Lwflx?* <H| 

14 

SheffWed 

25 

30 

-II 

6 

3 

4 

2J 

19 

2 

3 

7 

16 

29 

DWWDL 

21 Feb TijIKDlwn (Hi. 28 Feb Dwb* IA); 

7 Mar Mm ■ jm iH,. M Mar BansLw fAi 

15 

Wimbledon . 

.24 

» 

. -2 

3 

'3 

6 

Q 

16 . 

4 

5 

. 3 : 

13 

.11 

DLDDW 

21. Feb Allan Vtia ,HV. Z8 Fab p.\ 

1 Mar Ctnrsifty iAj . It Mar .ArteniUMi. 

16 

Everton 

25 

28 

-7 

5 

2 

4 

17 

16 

2 

5 

7 

13 

21 

WWW DO 

B Fob Lrr.ipr>jJ iAi. 28 Feb iH). 

7 Mar Vjuin.inipt.-jr. i A!. M Mar IH). 

IT 

Tottenham • ■ 

25 j 

26 

-17 

5 

? . 

4 

13 

S 

2 

2 

9 

11 

26 

DLWLW 

WSlAt. 1 Mar *UC4. IH}. 

7 Mar Lit.k iAi. 14 Mar irnrwxi rHl. 

18 

C Palace 

15 

23 

-16 

"o 

7 

8 

7 

23 

5_ 

4 

4 

14 

H 

DULL 

21 Feb Arcerul (Ac 28 Feb Co«nlnr |H). 

7 Mar W.w Ham (Hi II Mar ChefeM (*]. 

19 

Bolton 

25 

23 

-19 . 

3 

7 

2 

10 

I2_ 

1 

4 

. 8 

12 

29 

LDDLD 

21 Feb WW Ksn fhr. 24 Feb (HI. 

I Mar TctU’nhlm ‘Al. 7 Mar LnCTcxH [Al 

20 

Barnsley 


22 

-39 

4 

3 

5 

H 

22 

2 

1 

10 

8 

39 

VVLWLD 

21 Feb ‘Imvntiv fA), 28 Feb Ajlon vAlUi |(>i 

28 Feb Wnil.+x (Hi. 7 Mar Rlvitvan i Ai 


On 34 February 1995, Eng- 
lish football witnessed the ar- ; 
rival of a Dutch footballer . 
who many believed would be : 
a great influence on the Pre- ; 
miership. 

The Arsenal manager, 
George Graham, revealed = 
that he had completed the ■ 
signingofamanwhohebc- ; 
lieved would be ‘the perfect ; 
winger' - Glenn Helder. 

On the same day three . 
years ago, another Premier- 
ship club, Coventry, sacked 
their manager, Phil Neal. ! 
Ron Atkinson was immedi- ’ 
ately touted as his replace- 
ment 

Unfortunately for Arse- j 
nal and Holder, time proved ■ 
that the signing was not so ; 
inspired. Unfortunately for 
Coventry, Atkinson fared : 
little better. 


The FA Cup tie between As 
ton Villa and Coventry Gt 
today recalls their meeting 5 
years ago in one of the con 
petition's most memorobt 
seasons. With League fool 
ball not resuming for anolt 
er year, the 1945-46 FA Cu 
drew huge crowds as life gc 
back to normal after the wa 
Every round from th 
first to the quarter-final 
was played over two legs. I 
the third round Coventx 
(then of the Second DM 
sion) won the first leg again: 
Villa 2-1, but three days lal 
er their First Division of 
ponents went through b 
winning 2-0 at Villa Park. 

Villa went out in the sixt 
round to the eventual win 
ners, Derby County, whi 
beat Charlton 4-1 in extr 
time in the fin?! 


TH.l IS W E E : ICS T RAN S F E RS 


Transfers 

Free transfers or ondfectosed fees 
unless staled 

CalUjm Davidson (defender) St 

Johnstone to Blackburn Rovers 

(El75m) 

25*5' J®™** (forward) Carfcte Utd 
to Crystal Palace (£Vn plus ap- 
pearance increments) 

Wayne B urnett (midffelder) Hud- 
g^gTown to Grmsby Town 

(defender) Euerton to 

Jon Connelly (goafceeperi ips- 
wch Town to Albion Rovers' 

Loans/ trials 


Andy Melville (defende 
derland to Bradford Oty 
4«hnathan O’Connor (dr 
Everttsn to Sheffield Urate 
John Comfort* (midfleJG 
“mbe Wanderers to F 

rough Utd 

Nigel Gfeghom (rrfdfiafcfc 
•ey to NorttHnpton Town 

“l^^MabonejeJohns 
ward) Queen's Parte Rar 
Brighton and Hove ABahv 
4°hn Mciffln (forward) 9ur 
to Preston North 
Tony Partis {goalkeeper) 

to Doncaster Rovere 
Wayne Phillips (mldfleltla 
ha™ to Stockport Count) 
Tony PhlHlsldrte (forward] 
Cty to Macctesfeld Tom} 
RfcJwdHuafort (defend* 
to DunfermfineAthfetk 
Kjm Heisdberg (defede 
oeriand to Esbjarg (Den) 


Celtic to Hamilton Acac 


to - 

*™" SMnss: ® 
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Why Owen's rise to the top is a statistical freak of nature 

m . . . Iho ,-ver wf 


ANYONEwbo woke up to Vir»in 
Ra*o on Thursday will have heJrd 
Oins Evans say: “A big hello to all 
the gtris at Wembley last night, <*! 
pedalty the H on the pitch” which 

performance by England, but the ex- 
penmental value of the encounter 
seemed lost on Evans, who's be- 
come a football luwie since be- 
fnendmg Gazza. So did the fact that 
Michael Owen, who Evans pre- 
dicted would only play half the game 

becaiise hismum was expecting him 
home by 9pm, came of age. 

Liverpool's 18-year-old striker 
commanded almost as many column 
inches this week as Iraq’s 61 year 
old president, and his performance 
justified the hype. But frankly, ft’ s 
not so much Owen’s emergence 
that’s surprising as the fact the for- 
mer England schoolboy sensation 
has emerged at this level at alL 


It might sound a scathing in- 
dictment of the youth system in this 
country, but according to Mick 
Burns, chief executive of the Fboi- 
ballers Further Education and Vo- 
cauonal Training Society (he runs 
me dubs’ youth training schemes) 
most England schoolboys don't 
make it as professional footballers. 

There are 150 centres of excel - 
I** registering 

o,uuu boys each, yet just 2300 pro- 
fessional players. Thai is a success 
rate of less than one per cent. 

Football, in other words, has one 
of the highest failure rates of any in- 

dusuy, a statistic that soundfe leffi des- 
perate when you consider that the 
late teenage years are trauma tic for 
any boy, let alone a footballing 
Prodigy. Both physical and mental eP 
ements determine who makes it 
and who doesn't, but Burns claims 
it’s mainly “in the lap of the gods. I've 


seen boys of 14 whose development 
suggest a really bright future, but 
who just can't lake the final step, and 
others who struggle through the 
early ycun> but who cosily make the 
grade. There's no logic to iL” 

Those who have made the grade 
in recent yeans include Nick Barm- 
by, Phil Neville and the Former Ryan 
Wilson, who wears Giggs on his 
back for Manchester United and 
Wiles, but who once captained 
England Schoolboys at Wembley. 

According to John Owens, man- 
ager or England Schoolboys for 
three years until the end of last sea- 
son, it's easy to spot the stars - with 
hindsight: "So much happens to a 
boy in terms of his development af- 
ter 15 that it's almost impossible to 
gauge whether a schoolboy will 
make iL Some boys mature early and 
show up well during matches, but 
when they move on, they don’t 


OLIVIA 

BLAIR 



ON THE RARE 
ROUTE FROM 
SCHOOLBOY TO 
INTERNATIONAL 

have enough of an understanding of 
the game lo progress. I worked with 
Robbie Fowler and Steve McMa- 

nnm nn at North-West Boys and at 


15 they weren't up to full scale 
matches. They caught up later. 

You need application and dedi- 
cation. as much as natural ability, to 
make it to the top, and Michael 
Owen is blessed with all three. 
That much was obvious to Owens, 
who watched the young striker 
score 12 goals in eight games for 
England Schoolboys in 1995. 

But despite the high fall-out rate 
among 15-year-olds, Owens also ex- 
pects great things of Michael 
Owen’s coniemponaiy, Wes Brown, 
a defender close to making the 
breakthrough with Manchester 
United. That’s despite the fact de- 
fenders are disadvantaged because 
of the greater element of physique 
in their game t han a striker’s. 

Lflleshall, the national school 
which nurtured Barmby and Owen, 

will be disbanded at the end of next 
year as part of Howard WiDdnson’s 


blueprint for the future of the 
game. But not before l! 
force boys from wtao | 
pects great things: a 

Shed io West Ham cdkd JoCoIe 
Swasthestarofl^T^Pf 
schoolboys, and two from thecur 
rent crop Liverpool’s Oms Obnen 
and Arsenal’s Rhys 

But although schoolboy fop* 31 

is. by definition, a totally (hSerent 

ball game to the one played by the 
pros, there is one sim3anty-- even 

{heschooIboysdobatdewthGCT- 

many. In 1995, England s finest 1> 

year-olds. Michael Owe* among 
them, were humbled 4-2 by Ger- 
many. They were beaten again the 

following year, but got 
last vear in a 2-1 victory which sug- 
gests to Owens that the boys am do- 
ing better than they used to. 

That’s still not to suggest, how- 
ever, that England Schoolboys will 


a full cap either 
: M totevidently pn-T* ™ 
O^sSuttou’s mind. While Suttuns 
HraStonio pull out o f the B squad 

BLev^J but no 

^"iSiSTall was surely 
Gary Owen, star of Manchester 

SgVhisbooUtholdtnEthenn- 

2ed record for havjng won *e 

most number of under-21 taps 
X bu, never a full one. Hs 
namesake's career will doubtless be 
rather more fulfilling- 


MAJOR. 

FIXTURES AND 
POOLS CHECK 

TODAY 
10 unless anted 

FA Cup Fifth round 

1 Aaton Wa v Coventry 

2 "Sheffield Ubd v Reacfeg ” 

3 Leeds v Birmingham... .... 

4 Newcastle v Tranmere ”1!"!" 

-West Ham v Blackburn ~~" m 

5 Wnoisdon v WbNes 

* Ptajrad yesterday Imaich voifl. 

FA Carling Premiership 

6 Evenonv Derby 

-Sheffield Wed v Liverpool 

- Tottenham v Leicester 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

7 Crewe w Portsmouth .... 

- Ipswich v Huddersfield.... 

8 Manchester Ctty v Bury 

9 Mfdcfesbrough v Bradford 

10 Port Mile v Norwich 

11 Stockport v Stoke 

12 West Bromwich v QPR.._ 

Second Division 

13 Btackpoat v Mlwid „ 

14 Botmemouth v Chesterfield 

15 Brentford v Preston 

16 Bris to l Ctty v Gfcighair. 

17 Curtate v WUml 

18 Northampton v Suithend ...... 

19 Okttem v Fiitiam 

20 Plymouth v York 

- Watford v Luton (120) 

21 Wfean v Grimsby .. 

22 Wrexham v Bmtd Rovers 

23 Wycombe v Burley.. ....... 

Third Division 

- Barnet v Canfiff ...... 

24 friction v Doncaster 

25 Dartngton v Notts County 

2fi Hartlepool v Chester 

27 Macclesfield v Leyton Orient 

28 Hotherham v Shrewsbury 

29 Scarborough v Exeter 

30 Santhorpe v Rochdale... 

31 Swansea v Peterborough 

32 Torquay v HtJ ....... 

Tennents Scottish Cup 
Fourth round 

- Ross County v Dundee—.: .... 

- Ayr v lOmamock — — 

- Motherwel v Rangers — 

- Dundee Utd v Inverness CT 

- Hearts vAKson Rorere 

- Rarth Rovers v Fakrk .... 

- St Johnstone vSfirfng Ahfon ..... 

BeiPs Scottish League 
First Division 

- Morton v Hamiton 

Second Division 

33 aydebankv^rariiaer.- - 

34 Stunhousemw v Brechin 

Third Division 

35 Berwick v Cowdenbeath ... 

- East Swing v Dumbarton ... 

35 QucenS Park v Montrose 

GM Vauxhail Conference 

- Cheltenham v Stevenage. 

37 Dover v Halifax - 

- Gateshead v Ruahden (50) .... — 

38 Hayes v Yacvl - 

39 Herefort v Morecambe . — 

40 Ksddemwister v Southport. — 

41 Leek v Hednestad 

42 Northwwh v Stough — 

43 Tatford v WeSng 

44 WWong v Kettering - 

Dr Martens League 
Premier Division 

45 Ashford v Halesowen Town - 

46 Burton Afcior v Crawley ...... 

47 Cambridge Ctty v Bromsgwe ... 

46 Merthyr Tydfl v Arberetona 

49 Nuneaton v Worcester 

TOMORROW 

FA Cup fifth round 

Areenalv Crystal Patece (2X9 

Manchester Utd v Barnsley {431? — 

Bell’s Scottish League 

Second Division 

East Rta v Queen erf the South (20). 



We’re sinking fast 
but whose hand 
is on the tiller? . 


|J5^Sa!So^arm^^^^e^^mToU^TS!ii^liur^/sCo^afG^dCunero^inal m Los Angeles 
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Weekend fixture guide 



TODAY 


JE Premi er. PfnW y ^ ; 

HmWcMdjahodsawto? 

(-a*"-!®*® 


?y: Purflote v Oxkxd ayjSt 

y- Berthamsted vMoteajw 

Afoersho! Town: C hertsey v 

s w Jtotanghamlto^wv 

m p-i’«rtrw8anon™»«»s; 

SiWerrt^vMaldenheaa 

ariwad Second 

nr Bedford town v Brag- 


SttK Cemberigy v 

Lttd: Omfdan Mt- 
w East Tfiirodi^ vHert- 
Ewe! « 

fomcriirch v Oapfon, L'-i'e, 

-Kings*M7 

cEmteyvlf^TLlEv 

,.Q«l Harwood vWhgg 

Manor* vBrad^ 


vErtthlbwn (230); Corinthian v VCD WMai - 

te oSJSSilvo Ww p^ iI Ljn ^g° 

WtelK Fttverahari^ v FbteMona 

wich V Caniwbury; Hytfw 

Lflrtawood » Stw ppay g aa. Stefle Greeny 
WhasttWe; ThanSnead v Svonisy Fun» 
liNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEACIE Hna Di- 

Spor» v Pagham LttflehangonvH^wn. 

Setsey v Re« WNohau* 

w VJHc 

aagg^gjs ssasa'g 

o/WWFPt DIRECT LE AGUE PW teMy. 1 * *: 

takw3l7&k»: adeford vBridpat 
SSL u£Srf4mv Etewo: Chard v Odd 

Procter. DWteteu Amfigtge 


ARNOTT INSURANCE MOmHfflNLEAgJE 

Rnt DMefan: Bfcrfam Town vShUorc Qjn- 

saOv Tbw Law; Cn»( v Jenw; CXrham v Mlt- 

GU^jonjupfi v BBntfwm Syi thaita ; 

gfcrtonvSBln^qn; P wilti v fe JnQton 
nmn; Seeham Rad Star v Morpixhj South 

SHeidB v RTM NawcasUa; BwSnori v Dunoon 

fb 

PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 

Buckie Thtsflev Brora ftangawCttraFtewere 
v Forres Machante: .FirBsertMgh ^Clag> 
nacuddn: Katth v B&r. Lossiemouth v Fort 

WKarn; rteSn Couity v Hurffly: Petwheadw 
Fkxhes; Wick Academy v Devwowaln 
SMffWOFF WSW LEAGIE MnMrl DMatan: 
CttfiVMfie v Beiymene: Cqtacane v Oamrwv; 

Crusaders v Portadown:.GlBnB «n»C kn^ti: 


Aspona v fteneaftaij — ... ___ 

UvStoubridge (Z^Kendalv 
(23C9; Manchester « T 

C*S- Qancb) v UchfiekJ , 

EySaO; Wabasi vtMviirean Ptefti £3(ft tkiii 

V Northi&tsiwm p3qTaSupdton Poto* 

Esher Pfymoulh v Cheftenham (230: Thbaid 

v Wtesravouper-Maro (2-«L 

WBjSH NATIONAL LEAGlEPranfierOteWon 

&30 mdaM BtMMfi: Brtdgand v Nudh; Ebbw 

SbvCsreBtiPDntj 

v Uanefi (SC9 Ftret 
vBonynwBn; AtmrlSsi 
v South Vtates Pota; 



LkTCeld v Ards. Fkst DWston: Bangor v&- 

rickRanparKiyw Y v Nwwy. Lmw v Bte- 
iyctera; Snevady v Dungannon Swfits. 
WELSH cr- “ “ **■ *""* " 

Bangor Oi 



woa re; — - — — ^ 

WELSH CUP Foiath round: Aberystwyttiv 

BBSMBjaESig 

- Cwmbran v Hoover Spons (230; 


Thecktey vOss^tAWw^ 


Qngsbury ThKiday v Ossett Abton. M 

gop: VhuxtteB GM v | 


styf* 1 v I 

gg.se 

■SSS® 



v Barry paq): 

pra 

LEAGUE OF WALES: For l tm a dog v FW 
EM; WefehpooJ v Rhyl (2301 
HARPLAGEHNATIOHALLEAffllE gFlftE - 
LKNOPraofiarDMaiora Flnr Hn«ged» 
da (7301; Blgo Rovers v Bchemlans (73^ 
AVON WSURA^fMMTOIATTON EW W- 
vtskn Oxford UM v Swtidon pU». 

Cricket 

«g^ P S5SL a )&JS2S3 

ESfcav England (20 5^ 

kaAvagSridApfiam^ 

Rugby League 
SILK cur CHALLENGE CUPfoalh rejnd: 
Leeds v CeatKstord (30); Ovendan v Sallert 
(30) (BlThnBnHBB). 

Rugby Union 


Mood; Treorohy v CaerpNRy; I 

TEN NEWTS PREMIERSHIP Flrd DMatoir 

Cune v Hertort FP; Edfirti Acads *WMI 

of ScoBand; Jedfbrasl v Hawtefo StMng 

Couray v Boreughmir. Wnmntera vJWrOTe. 

Second DhWon: Bfea v Duxtee HSFP; GNa 

v Muaaetudc Gtasgaw Hanks v PeeUes: Keh 

ao v Kktcady; Preston Lodge vOrempck. 

Third DhAWon: Ayr v Abenteon GSFP; Glan- 

rothes v SaMrtc GonMana v Sranganw*: 

Stewart rev Gtasgow Southern; Stewarts 
MeMb FP v tflhaadUudanW 

A1B LEAGUE FtratlHvtalon (233): Batyimrta 

V ConsfnuOcn; atodoock Cotege v Du ;pmc; 

□olptin v Oortart; Garryowen v Sharawn CM 
Befifidare vOd Crescent; 'bung Munster v 

-fcnaue. Second DMalon (2J0L Greyaones 

v Beaks Rangers: teatontana v DLSP;»dcno 

y Swxtert W^Mankakwin v Buccaneers; CU 

Wasteyv UCC; Skarriea v Gahreglans: Wfen- 

1 * Deny 


tv Caratuy (tarn S 

Attldge V Buehans Pfl; Sherwood v 

EaSng (ea-Vtast Witney v OU Loughtomana 
(t2X9; Wbkng v Poynton pm. 

ROYAL AURA1SAL WOMEITS MIDLAND 
Premier: Better v Katerkm; HampBnkvAr- 
den v Crimson RanMera: usktestar v Luton; 
Nodh Stette v PIckwkdL 
woMOfS WEST Premier: Cefwgl v Chtf- 
anhanr; Leorrinater v Bournemouth: Redartd 
w St Aratet TSurton Vsia v Exew: Vate v Ex- 
mouth 

wbMBTS SOUTH Ffret DhWon: Meipstead 
ft Vtearrtnawr v Wtechester; Hendon v 
SoutwiEton; MNdeniwad v DuMch; Read- 
ing v Horehem: TUse W v WJnchmore «. 
WOUCKS EAST Premier: Buy & Edmunds 
vAshtantDarehamwaAbansHalBapnlMg- 
plea v Canbridga Ctty; Weiwyn Garden Cny 
vfpstrtch 

WOUBTS NORTH Ftrat DhrtWorc Chester v 
Bteckbmn; Leytand Mows v Wkrtngicn Psrk: 
Uverpom Safnn v Yortc vWton y SteHekl 
THVSPOHrS WOMEN'S THREE COWfTEB 

FhetOMMan: BracknalvSonnng-.aiyotQx- 

tord v VM Wttnoy; FarrStam Common v M- 


SCREYTHX DIRECT LEAGUE PrcmtOf DM- 

sfcxK Mahsham v TNertcn (301 
HARP LAGS! OF LEAGUE IRELAND Pre- 

mier DtvWon: Cork Ctty v Ctendak (211); Urt- 

vanity Colege Diifin v 9wmrad« Rovers 

Rugby League 

SflJC CUT CHALLENGE CUP Fourth round 

Bmrow V WttifiK B^eyy Lowtopg: 


font Urhr (230); 

FMrendavtaca 


ML im DUN BAR PREM4=RSHtPO »E 


^ prt - 1 jjeasterv London rish Pre- 


No ru u n v gil 


wRothertieiTuLon- 

SB «jiS8aE.sai.»- 


Ttoo North: 


Hockey 

ESL SOUTH Premier: Anchortans v Tun- 

bndge\M*i;EaaiceitevH^iVyytxxiTtte;FBrB- 

hem * Wfinchestor Gore Court v Boummnouh; 

Heme Bey v Trotam; Uaidertwad v Bedton- 

harm (WWhtaKfrw « WSmbladon; Purteyv 

R a mgwhi a; Bownond v Ctty ol Portsmouth; 
WbktegvCtilchastBr 

EJTZMC»LANDPrwiiier:BafHictivEdgbas- 

un Coterary a Norti Wtewick v KIwtaa: l&tp- 

UxvtrvAidan v North SteJhrd. Htertwne v 

htottMiem; North Notts vOm aveu war* 

wide rbrthampon Safas v B ka a umf akl 

NORTH PretdBR Duttem UnNv Harrog^; 

ftxrrby v Sheffield Bankers; Neeton v Norten; 

SatfportvBonRhyddhg;S««MlvChKicr; 

Wigan v Tsrfteriey. 

ADNAMS EAST Premier Bfehopte Sfortkud v 

faswfch; CarrtxktaH C3ryv PBMrtxxoutfiTbwn; 

Smbridga UrwvUuon itun; Croetyx vQ*h- 

ester; Sutfcury y Clacton. 

WEST OF ENGLAND 8 SOUTH WALES Pre- 
mier: Beth Buccaneers vBreti Unfcr. Enter 
Uni* v Whtehitdi: Swenaea v Chefarttenu 
TteMonVteevRomsonKVVBSiofEflwMr-Mam 

vCtevedon 


Basketball 

BUDWBSER LEAGUE: Crystal Palace v 
Sheffield Sharks (730); LekteeMr.ftdara v 
Themes VfUey Worihing aeare 

» Darby Storm (8X5V 

Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE; BaskwaMw BBon v Man- 

cheater Sum (&3Q: ffewcaafle Cobras v 

Canfiff Oevfie f3JQ; Ntonterfisri Panttwra v 
Bracknel Bees (7Q. 

Other sports 

BOMWaPtuteMlam Promotion (Bephant8i 

Cesfia, London). 

SNOOKER: Seotteh Open (Aberdeen). 

TOMORROW 

Football 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Southern DMteorc 
Cheknalord Ctty v Enth & Bahedne pLO) (at 

BOuleaa. 


lvHuneUiafHbddigion); j 

I Helens (145): Haifa* v Hjfcter- 

Rochdale v Bnwficrd: SwWon v Ybrlc VWkB- 

Md v Waningten fU»: WNteriwen v FU (33G 

Rugby Union 

ALLIED DUNBAR PRBRERSHP (ME OJQ: 
Newcastle v Hertac^anK Rtehmcmd v Saw 
WOMENS INTERNATtONAL; fcngtana v 
Wales (20) (a wstortoo). 

Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGIK Premier: Caraerturyv 
HouWow (U); GUUtori vEeatOtratoad (C30) 

lot Broadwatw School. GorlaHning]; OM 

Lcumenvans v Doncmter (20); Readng v Can- 

ivSem Scutigau v Barfid Tlgem Ted- 

dngton v Beesten B30). Flrxt Dhnakxr 

^hcAnsuyd 

]); Hd v BrorNey 

Syn k hanavOrtxd Hawks 1 

Sfciderta v Wtorinflton (M 

wt (23tQ: BtAbans v Steuport (20L 
BIA WOMBTSCUP HMi roun± CNton Sect- 

tiah Ufa v ChMimford highway (Beggar Breh 

t Poyrton (&3Q: HartaStan 
nq; tteemar v aougi (230H 
udenta v Orion Taraquest 

. I: Sutton Ct3UWdvte*rKfrS3C|iv5. 

ten v Hfehtoan (20); WMdng v AMrtdga (13^ 

Basketball 

BUDWBSER LEAGUE: Bmvngham 
Crymm Petes* jS30); Chester Sals v 
tw Rue are earn; Gretear London L 
* London Emere (5D): WMford Roytes v Wbr- 
MngBearePQ. 

Ice hodoey 

JE; AvrSeotuh EastefivNew- 
i Cobras {63*; Bracknel Bees v Bos- 


SM2? 
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» Bfeon Maneftester Storm 
Devfis fad): Sheffield Steteora w Ni 
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Other sports 

ATHLETICS: ELM todoar Grand Plot (MA. 

SrTT*K(temi 

SNOOKER: Sdotfish Open (AbSRJaenV 


A^ETRE a tolerant lot down ai 
Selhurst Park- What other 
supporters would accept the 
worst home record in the 
country with hardly a murmur 
of protest? 

Crystal Palace are on 

course to become the first club 

in the history of the profes- 
sional game in England to go 
a whole season without a 
home league win, yet even 
during Monday's abysmal 3-0 
defeat by Wimbledon the only 
public expressions of discon- 
tent were a brief chorus of 
-what a load of rubbish” and, 
at the end, some booing and 

jeeis, directed mainly at Steve 
’Coppell, the manager. 

perhaps it's because we’ve 
been here before, as we con- 
template oar third relegation 
from the top flight in five 
years. In particular, this has 
unpleasant echoes of three 
seasons ago, when Alan 
Smith’s collection of talented 

youngsters - it's still painful to 

imagine how a team including 
Southgate, Martyn, Arm- 
strong, Coleman, Shaw and 
Salako could have been rele- 
gated -went down after a sea- 
son poisoned by the 
manager’s disintegrating re- 
lationship with his chairman, 
Ron Noades. 

Ah yes, Big Ron. This time 
around the question is not so 
much his dealings with the 
manager - Coppell and Noad- 
es have worked successfully to- 
gether for many years - but 
how the two men (Coppell in 
particular) will fit in with Mark 

Goldberg, the moneybags fan 
who hopes to complete his 
£27m purchase of the dub 
from Noades later this month. 

When he apparently fi- 
nanced the purchase of Arrilio 
Lombardo last year, Goldberg 
was hailed as our answer to 
Jack Walker. Recent weeks 
have made some of us not so 
sure. 

Reports that Golcfceigmay 
want to move Coppell up- 
stairs and replace him with ei- 
ther Gerry Francis or Tbrry 
Venables (no thank you) must 
have unsettled the team, de- 
spite the loyal Coppell’s refusal 
in this week’s dub programme 
to blame the side's form on 
speculation surrounding the 
fliture of the club. 

Coppell's notes - "This is 
probably my last chance, and 
one of the few occasions, to 
speak about the takeover at 
Palace” - read depressingty 
like a valediction, though it is 
hard to believe he does not 
have the backing of Noades. 
who, it seems, would contin- 
ue Lo run the dub on a day- 
to-day basis if Goldberg's 
takeover goes through. 

While few would deny 
Goldberg's right eventually 
to appoint the manager he 
wants, this is surely not the 
time to rock the boat Right 
now —with more than a third 
of the season left and our Pre- 
miership future there to be se- 
cured or lost - he should be 
giving unconditional backing 
to the most successful manager 
in the club's history, the man 
who returned to take over a 
floundering team a year ago 
and won us promotion, the 
man who inspired memorable 
victories at Everton, Leeds, 
Sheffield Wednesday and Tot- 
tenham earlier in the season. 

The fact is that Coppell's 
plans have been wrecked by an 
appalling catalogue of injuries, 
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although this should hardly 
have come as a complete sur- 
prise after the club started in- 
vesting heavily in ageing and 
injury-prone players. 

Although we had little 
time to strengthen the squad 
after securing promotion via 
the play-offs last summer and 
the departure of David Hop- 
kin was a cruel blow, our ac- 
tivity in the transfer market 
has been bewildering. 

Since last summer we have 
signed only one player who 
had any previous Premier- 
ship experience, Paul 
Warhurst who is currently 
injured (enough said). Apart 
from him, a staggering sum of 
around £ 12m has been spent 
on other players who had 
never played in the Premier- 
ship: VaMrien Ismael Yitzhak 
Zohar, Lombardo, Michele 
Padovano, Kevin Miller, Neil 
Emblen, Jamie Smith, Her- 
man Hreidarrson, Marcus 
Bent and Matt Jansen. 

Lombardo looked good 
when fit and Hreidarsson has 
settled in well, but of the rest 
the best that can be said is that 
the jury is still out. 

Zohar was so useless that 
the chib released him after 
buying him for £1.2m less 
than six months earlier, while 
Ismael a chib record £2.75m 
purchase from Strasbourg 
(straggling at the bottom of the 
French First Division), was 
substituted after his woeful 
"defending” led to all three of 
Wimbledon's goals on Mon- 
day. Emblen, a £2m purchase 
from Wolves, seems to get into 
the team only when Coppell 
has ran out of all other options. 

The likes of Danny Wilson 
at Barnsley must be shaking 
their heads and wondering 
what they might have done 
given half the money Palace 
have spent on players. The 
supporters, meanwhile, are 
looking for answers to a num- 
ber of questions. 

Have all this season's new 
arrivals been bought at the in- 
stigation (or even with the ap- 
proval) of Coppell? When 
asked recently tf he had been 
dying lo buy two particular 
players (one of whom, Jansen, 
signed this week) he suggest- 
ed the question should be 
addressed to Noades. 

Has Big Ron (who, lo be 
fair, knows more about the 
game than the vast majority of 
chairmen) gone on a final 
spending spree, expecting that 
someone else will eventually 
pick up the tab? 

Has Goldberg - perhaps 
having decided that if it is go- 
ing to be his money he might 
as well buy players he likes - 
been playing the ultimate 
game of fantasy football? 

Or have Noades and Gold- 
berg been working together, on 
the basis that they are a bet- 
ter judge of player than a man 
who played 42 times for Eng- 
land and has been in manage- 
ment for more than 10 years? 

Answers on a postcard 
please to CPFC, c/o the Na- 
tionwide League. 
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Gullit departs with a bravura di 


Ruud Gullit was by 
turns thoughtful, angry 
and emotional. 

Glenn Moore reflects 
on another fascinating 
day of Chelsea politics 


THE Chelsei- manager thought he 
had done a g'xid job and, when he 
went into a meeting with the club’s 
officials be thought it was to discuss 
his «.ontract for the next few years. 
Instead he was asked to leave. “I had 
no inclination of what was coming," 
he said later. 

That ws'.s David Webb in May 
1993, dispensed with by Ken Bates 
after saving the dub from relegation 
during a three-month ‘‘trial period”. 

His dismissal did not even make the 
back pages of most of the following 
day's papers with Webb’s brief state- 
ment buried amid speculation on his 
successor. 

Five years on the only similarity 
is the manager’s surprise. Ruud 
Gullit held a two-hour press con- 
ference yesterday which was em- 
blematic of the changes at Chelsea 
in particular and English football In 
general. The location was evidence 
enough, a dining club in Kensington 
just across the road from a Pizza Hut 
restaurant awash with images of 
Gullit, their advertising vehicle. 

Inside the club almost 150 media 
representatives scrambled over sofas 
and tables, even standing on the bar 
itself, as Gullit held court. Some set- 
tled for watching Sky’s live broadcast 

in the other bar, unable to see past the 

the 15 television crews that ringed the 
table where Gullit sat, elegant in a 
fashi onably cut dark suit, flanked by 

• his agents. A phalanx erf photographers 

crouched below him and journalists 
from Europe and beyond waited on 

every word The thought occurred that 

if only the International Sportsman’s 
Cub had been as busy in its previous 
guise, as Scribes West. Terry “Sfenables 
would still be running it 

But this was an exceptional event 
as Gullit made clear. “1 have never 
been treated like this before," he 
said. “I am still in shock especially 
when you consider what I’Ve done for 
Chelsea. I thought everything was go- 
ing well. I am really disappointed, I 
bad given Chelsea my word. It was 
a day I can’t forget" 

Gullit admitted to having had a 
sleepless night as he asked himself 
the reasons for his departure. But af- 
ter 20 years in the game he had made 
the belated discovery that in the 
world of football even genius will not 
protect for ever. 

There was a trace of the arrogance 

possessed by all great players when 
he said “After all I did for Chelsea" 
but generally it was a bravura per- 
formance alternately sad, shocked, 
bewildered and dose to tears but also 
funny and thoughtful with the oblig- 
atory, but heartfelt mention of the 
late Matthew Harding. 

There was anger also, not just as 
he recounted his version of events but 

. as he traded accusations with Italian 
journalists who pressed him on his at- 
titude to Gianluca Vialli. Then, 
bizarrely, it ended with handshakes 
and mutual expressions of “good luck" 
and "ciao” as the daily press ended 
their session and Gullit was ushered 
into yet another room for interviews 
with the Sunday correspondents. 

Gullit is probably correct when he 
asserts that his exit is not just about 
money although that is surely a 
prime factor. There also appears to 
be a personality dash with Ken 
Bates, the chairman, a dispute over 
his commitment and methods and an 
awareness that the uncertainty over 
the future may hinder the grand 
plans of Chelsea Village pic. 

Chelsea yesterday claimed it 
would have cost them nearly £3.5m 
a year to keep Gullit. Their rent-a- 
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Netherlands which 

cally designed to equip him for the 

Dutch national coach s job did not 


As ton 


k C *wbile Chelsea's dissatisfaction 


Facing an uncertain future: Ruud 


Gutfit at his press conference yesterday - ‘i am still in shock, especially when you consider what I've done for Chelsea 


Phonographs: Peter Jay 


quote “insider” David Mellor 
chipped in by caQing Gullit “greedy’*. 
If true, and Gullit admits his open- 
ing negotiating gambit was a request 
for £2m-a-year [£3.5m gross if he 
meant f3m netj it looks that way but 
there is a mitigating factor and a dis- 
senting one. 


Mellor said that Gullit “could bonuses, of about £750.000 per 
not understand that great players annum. in _ 


earn more than great managers. 
He is not the only one. The high- 
est paid manager in the country is 
generally believed to be Alex Fer- 
guson at an approximate salary, in- 


annum. 

Ferguson had a long struggle, in- 
volving a certain amount of 
brinkmanship, to get that out of the 
club pic's remuneration board but it 
is unlikely to be United’s highest 


Martin Edwards, the chairman, has 
made from the dub). Yet before Fer- 
guson arrived United were perennial 
underachievers rather than the 


was another who found it hard to ac- 
cept his players were paid more than 
him and this was before the explo- 
sion in wages. Thus the Gullit prob- 


Eg hefly and weU-earoed apart from the fortune 
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game’s dominant force. Their current lem with Chelsea seeking to pay him 
Sons are due, above all to his as a manager, not a player-manag- 
judgement and efforts. . er (Gullit, incidMtaUyjClatmed his 

Brian Dough, understandably, salary, around £800.000. possibly 
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has simmered for a while, the final . 
act was swift Last Thursday, said 
Gullit, he and Hutchinson met for. 
the first time in three 
cuss the new contract Gullit had pre- 
viously asked for a delay, cmng bis 
immin ent fatherhood and the need 
to concentrate on the team. 

He asked for £2m [neL rather 
than gross according to Hutchinson] 

just as he had in the summer of 1995, 
when asked to join Chelsea, and ex- 
pected a counter offer as happened 
then when negotiations were con- 
cluded in 15 minutes. 

“But they didn't offer me anything 
and didn’t speak to me for a week 
about it. That made me suspicious. 
Then I found out about Laudrup and 
asked myself “what was going on?” 

According to Gullit, Laudrup 
had been due to meet him and 
Hutchinson on Monday but had 

cried off as hs wife was 3L Then Gul- 
lit heard he had been in London on 
Wednesday with Hutchinson, Vial- 
fi and Gianfranco Zola and been told 
Gullit was “too busy” to see him. 

On Thursday Hutchinson turned 
up at Chelsea's Heathrow training 
ground. “He told me the board had 
made the decision [to sack me] and 
I told him he couldn't hide behind 
the board, that he knew about the 
meeting with Laudrup. and I left. 1 
didn't know that Luca Vialli was tak- 
ing over until I read it.on Teletext. 

Gullit wished Vialli “luck" yes- 
terday, which provoked a few laughs 
among a press corps which has 
charted the pair's estrangement for 
more than a year. He also set his suc- 
cessor ah unwanted standard: “My 
target was the championship. With 
the material you have, you have to 
achieve this.” 

This may or may not include the 
much-admired Dutch defender 
Jaap Stam, of PSV Eindhoven, who 
Gullit said Chelsea were negotiating 
to buy for £10m. 

Gullit's final meeting with Bates 
took place on Thursday evening, and 
was brief. “There was no way I was 
going to ask him to reconsider. 
There was no way bade. He knew 
what was going on. Its about pride. 

I wanted to stay and finish things but 
now I know how these people real- 
ly are maybe its better that I go now, 
iy rather than having to keep working 
with these people." 

Webb has expressed equally dis- 
n enchanted views on Bates in the past 
>- but the chairman’s decision to re- 
>- place him, initially with Glerm Hod- - 
ed die, has long been vindicated. Only 
»- time will tell if Bates’ latest change 
is of manager, bis seventh in 15 years 
ly as chairman, is equally successful. 


H OW much is a. m an age r WO r t h ? Vialli* overriding priority is to bring the team together 

11 ... ru,^ e whv thev have taken the AS I write this, Ruud Gullit is Despite the eXft of chalice am) one hopes, fore 


CONTRARY to his protests, Ruud 
Gullit’s departure from Stamford 
Bridge had everything to do with 
money, City experts said yesterday. 
The consensus, however, was not that 
the Dutchman himself was at fault 
for requesting £2m a year, but that 
the wage system as a whole needs re- 
structuring. 

Nick Batram, a City sport and 
leisure analyst, said that clubs were 
only just starting to realise that the 
wage spiral cannot be sustained. 
“Dubs are saying ‘We’re not going 
to have agun to our heads,’” he said. 
He added that salaries have ex- 
panded too fast, and that in business 
terms, they are unsustainable. 

The issue of managers' wages, 
however, is clouded by the fact that 
they are generally lower than those 
of the highest paid players at each 
club, despite the fact that ultimate 
responsibly for success lies with the 
manager, and the manager is ar- 
guably more valuable for his team- 
building skills than any individual 
player is for his ability on the pitch. 
The loss of a player as influential as 


Ruud Gullit’s wage demands are not simply 
greed. City analysts say the whole business of 
football needs to change. Nick Harris reports 


Roy Keane at Manchester United 
has not halted the champions’ 
progress, but the loss of Alex Fer- 
guson, the manager, would not eas- 
ily be overcome. 

The highest paid manager in 
England is Newcastle’s Kenny 

Dalglish, believed to eam£lm a year, 

while Ferguson is thought to earn 
£750,000 at United. At the top end 
of the British players’ salary levels, 
Paul Gascoigne is estimated to earn 
£2m each year at Rangers. 

Nick Batram said football is less 

a part of the business world and more 

an entertainment industry. As such, 
its big names are valuable as assets 
in themselves. “The producer of a 
motion picture is not going to earn 
as much as the main star,” said Ba- 
tons. That is one reason, he added, 
that players command higher wages 
than managers. Players also have 


fewer earning years and 'higher 
chances of career curtailment. 

Managers, said Batram, should be 
pniri on the basis of wbai they achieve 
(and hence a dub can afford), not on 
the grounds of perhaps unrealistic 
aims. “Everything above [a basic 
salary] would be a perfbonaire>re!ated 

bonus," be said. It would not mean that 

GuHit would be unable to earn £2m a 
year, but it would be conditional on his 

falfi^hispotentiaLTheLricestCTC^- 
managpr. Martin O’Neill is believed 

to have a contract heavify weighted to- 
wards performance, although the ex- 
tent of the practice throughout the 
game is not knew/n. 

John Barnwell the chief execu- 
tive of the League Managers' Asso- 
ciation, feels managers should be 
aware that every club has its wage 
limit. “It would appear that Gullit’s 
demands stretched Chelsea too far. 


and that’s why they have taken the 
step that they have. Tbaf s their de- 
cision, but it's a warning to people 
that it's not a bottomless pit.” 

However, Barnwell is supportive 
of managers being paid what they are 
worth. “They help put the team to- 
gether. and without them the prod- 
uct might not be as good as it is." 

Alex Fynn, the sports industry 
consultant who wrote the commer- 
cial blueprint for the Premiership 
league, said that although £2m is an 
excessive basic salary for a manag- 
er to demand, it is the chairmen of 
clubs who are ultimately to blame. 
“What is happening is that wages are 
rising faster than income and chair- 
men are having to find, money. 

“They [Premiership dubs] have 
mortgaged their future on the basis 
of success in which the players call 
the shots." Ultimately, be said that 
high wages were not a problem for 
anyone except the owners of the busi- 
nesses. “No one minds the money 
they’re paid — colleagues or fans. Per- 
haps the only people who do, balance 
the books ai the end of the day." 


AS I write this, Ruud Gullit is 
assembling the - world’s press in a 
London hotel to give his version of 
the extraordinary events of Thurs- 
day afternoon. He will, simultane- 
ously, throw the club into a new slate 
of turmoil one which even the most 
battle-hardened and cynical of 
Chelsea stalwarts can scarcely 
fathom or have anticipated 

Gullit’s role in the transforma- 
tion of the dub’s fortunes, both on 
and off the pitch, cannot be under- 
estimated He inherited a team 
who, despite the best efforts of 
Glenn Hoddle, were still the peren- 
nial “sleeping giant". During his 
stewardship of the team, our scope 
appeared limitless, our fin and^i and 
sporting goals sufficient to tempt the 
world's finest to leave the Italy, 
France, the Netherlands et al to 
come to plain old Chelsea. SW10. 

Despite rumours of dressing 
room disquiet with the squad system 
and the now doubly, ironic spat with 
Vialli, Chelsea won the FA Cup last 
year. Gullit's place in the pantheon 


Despite the exrt of 
Ruud Gullit, Chelsea fan 
Andy Prevezer says the 
revolution must continue 


of Chelsea heroes was assured All 
was, and would be, forgiven. 

This season, however, despite a 
falsely elevated position in the table 
and SHI in two cups, all has patently 
not been well The players haven’t 
looked happy, Gullit’s team selec- 
tions have become increasingly 
bizarre and once his contract re- 
negotiation hit on its first public 
stumbling block Chelsea fans began 
to fear the worst was about to occur. 

The club have been dragged 
once more into an unseemly spat 
with a fallen idol, conducted 
through the media. It’s become an- 
other in a long line of Chelsea soap 
operas, with the irascible Ken Bates 
once more in the director’s chair. 
Vialli has picked up the poisoned 


Leeds ' 


Newcas 


West K 


chalice and one hopes, for every- 
one's sake, but particularly for him, 
that we emerge from this season 
with some tangible success- He is, 
without question, an immensely 
likeable and astute individual whose 
coaching credentials have, I gen- 
uinely believe, been noted prior to • 
this ddb&cle (and not merely as an 
afterthought). Bringing the team 
together after this uaedifying 
debacle must be his first priority. 

Sides wfll be taken in -the com- 
ing days. There are those already 
accusing Gullit of “hubris”, of be- 
lieving himself bigger than the dub, 
that his greed and arrogance have 
precipitated his own demise. And 
there are those who, asalways,wttl 
blame the board for allowing the 
promise of Chelsea's renaissance to 
be jeopardised, ■; 

Hither way, the revolution must 
be allowed to continue. The dub, 
nnd all associated with it, have- 
come too far to turnback now. As 
Ken Bates said yesterday, the King 
is dead, long live' the King. . 
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Blackburn aiming to repeat very old fea-t 

Arsenal w B 


AtstM aad Manchester 
United are left to spoil some 

te^s.orcouree.ljmtheway 

the FA Cup is shaping looa r K 
going to be the year when a 

long wait ends for one club. 

The fifth-round draw con- 
tamed four teams who had 
never won the trophy, si* who 
have not had their colours tied 
to the Cup in the last 40 years 
aud, apart from the above 
mentioned, none who have 
, succeeded in the Nineties. 

Blackburn count the years 
asmuch as anyone. They were 
dominant in the Eighties ^ 

Nineties, collecting the Cup five 
tones m eight seasons; only we 
are talking over a hundred 
irears ago. Even their most 
recent triumph requires a loos 
memory, 1928. ■ 


travel io Wesi Ham lo- 
^seemingly containing the 

to moum a S e 

e^rumHardiohcai.^, 

Pr™ 0St i USlf0W ' tim “i"th= 
^«s!«P-and with prolific 
m Kevin Gallacher and 

Ctos Sutton they axe, at 7-ly^ 
terd^asgoodabetasanyone. 

w ?2 W *>“ not 
kmd to us, ^qy Hodgson, their 

™ a fifr,said,-b U t,toreson to 

toecid clichd, we axe capable 
oi Dealing anyone on our day." 

Unfortunately for them, so 
aje today’s opponents. West 
Ham have won nine of their ll 
League matches at Upton Park 
toK season and if John Hartson 
could start scoring apm, they 
would look the TOanbfey article. 

The V&les striker has got 
two goals in 12 games after 



A long-awaited FA Cup could be on the cards for someone says Guy Hodgson 
while Nick Harris (below) analyses the fifth round match by match 


beginning spectacularly al- 
though, as be says, he will 
happy to go through another 
blank Saturday if the Hammers 
can get into the quarter-finals. 
“I’m adding hard work to my 
game now,” he said, “and I’ve 
scored 19 goals in 30 games.” 

In today's other all- 
Premierehip tie, Coventry, the 
winners in ’87, have a far more 
depressing statistic to con- 
front They have never won at 
Villa Park although the way 
Aston Villa are playing the time 
could hardly be better. 

Newcastle United's man- 
ager Kenny Dalglish proved to 


be graceless in victory and 
near defeat against Stevenage 
but at least we should be 
spared too much vitriol at 
home to First Division Tran- 
mere today, if only for the iden- 
tity of the opposing manager. 

Dalglish signed John 
Aldridge when he was at liver- 
pool and was rewarded with 50 
League goals in S3 games and 
the atmosphere in the dug-outs 
ought to be wholesome. The 
sense of old colleagues meet- 
ing again will by a Tranmere 
team containing two former 
Newcastle players, Liam 
O’Brien and David Kelly. 


Aldridge was as relaxed as 
as could be yesterday. “1 have 
not looked forward to a game 
more all season,"- he said. ‘ 

Leeds may be more waxy of 
Birmin gham at Bland Road as 
they lost to Portsmouth at this 
stage of the competition last 
season and were beaten by 
Reading in the Coca-Cola Cup 
which suggests a weakness 
3 gainst First Division opposi- 
tion. They are strengthened by 
Robert Motenaaris return from 
a knee injury. 

By any other criteria but 
League position the Goliath in 
the Wimbledon versus Wolves 


would be the visitors. In terms 
of money, crowds and ground 
the Hfest Midlands side are big- 
ger, it is just what happens on 
the pitch that Is unfortunate. 

At least Wolves have 
grounds for optimism in the 
venue. Much has been made of 
Crystal Palace's weakness at 
home but Wimbledon have 
won only four matches in the 
League at Selhurst Park and 
one. of those, technically, was 
an away fixture. 

The with arguably the 
least enviable job this weekend 
is Dave Wfetsonwhohad to pick 
the ball out of his net seven 


times when Barnsley played 

Manchester United in October 
and has to endure a repeatvisrt 

tomorrow. “I played OK, he 

said, “but it doesn't really mat- 
ter when the goals are flying m 
from everywhere" 

If United do make extrava- 
gant amends for some ropey 
League form then the goals 
could come from unfamiliar 
places as their line-up is a 
secret known only to Alex Fer- 
guson. In the fast ryuad/agamst 
Walsall, their ade included the. 

names of Oeg&Nevbnd, Mul- 

iyne and Thomley and a simi- 
lar conglomerate of fringe and 
first-team players is likely. 

That would suggest Barns- 
ley will repeat their perfor- 
mances against Bolton and 
Tottenham in getting better 


results in Die Cup than they ’<M 

in the League. Which would be 

fine except that their manager 
Danny Wilson’s priority is Pre- 
miership survival this season- 
“There's no prizes for guessing 
Td prefer it the other way 

round," he said. 

Crystal Palace know the 
feeling. Hopeless at Selhurst 
park in the League they de- 
feated the only other team m 
the Premiership not to have 
won the Cup, Leicester, there 
in fourth round but probably 
are relieved to be meeting 

Arsenal at Highbury- 

If they win there then anti- 
cipation will begin to beat 

strongly. After all, they would 
then be only one match away 
fiom the semi-finals and neu- 
tral grounds. 


Aston Villa v Coventry 

' Beat Cup years 


W 1887.95.97 

1905. 0,20.57 


W (9B7 


!*? weetend When he scored in Villa's 1-0 

5 m ? Wger Brian Lrttte may have to consider 

tommgfoSav 0 Milosevic who refused to go on the substitutes' bench 

at Goi^ ^ week Uttie said: T ha^ to look m toings 

see what is right for the dub.” v 

Coventry City manager Gordon Strachan's 19-year-old son Gavin 

' S f0r his FA Cup debuL !n l uries to Gary McAllister 

and Paul Williams and suspensions for Paul Telfer and Noel Whe- 
fen have opened toe way for Strachan junior to step into midfield 
rf called upon. He feces competition from the Republic of Ireland 
B international Willie Boland There could also be a place in the 
Coventry attack for the Romanian Wbrld Cup striker, Viorel 
Moldovan. 


...And statistics 


Premiership is the premier attraction 


Leeds v Birmingham 

BastCupyears RU 1931,56 


W 1972 


Leeds should be boosted by the return from injury of Dutch cen- 
tral defender Robert Molenaar for this game against First Division 
opposition. Molenaar was forced to sit out last week's I -0 defeat 
at Leicester with a twisted knee but has done fight training this week, 
with his manager George Graham hopeful he will be fit Graham, 
however, is on the brink of major disciplinary problems as nine play- 
ers are one booking away from suspension. 

Birmingham's Peter Ndlovu is set to start his first game since Beef- 
ing Day. Ndlovu is poised to join Nicky Forster in a new-look for- 
ward line as leading scorer Paul Furlong is beginning a three-game 
ban after being sent off at Reading last month, while new £1 m strik- 
er Dele Adeboia is cup-tied having played for Crewe against BirRKsae 
ingham in toe third round- Manager Trevqr Francis has 
midfield as wefl due'to further suspensions. Chris Marisden is starfi-S , 
ing a three-game ban having also been dismissed at Reading, while 
Steve Robinson will have to sit out the next two games having been 
booked at EJm Park. 


Newcastle v Tranmere 

Best Cup years 


If further evidence were needed of the ever-in- 
creasing importance of the Premiership, it has 
been shown in the attitudes of clubs and su 
ere alike to this season's domestic cup to 
White some of the Premiership's Digger 
clubs have used the Coca-Cola Cup as an oppor- 
tunity to play fringe players, supporters have vot- 
ed w8h their feet wnen it has come to the FA Cup. 
Still widely acknowledged as the greatest football 
competition in toe world, toe FA Cup has been 
treated m some quarters this season as little 
more than a distraction from the main event 
Of toe Premiership's 20 clubs, 18 have 
staged at least one FA Cup tie tills season and 13 
of them have attracted crowds below their league 
average. The increases at the five clubs to have 
drawn bigger crowds for FA Cup ties have been 
less than five per cent wtih the exception of that 
at Coventry City who drew a fijfl house (17 per 
cent up on their Premiership average) tor toe visit 
of Derby County. 


At toe other end of toe scale, six ebbs show 
a drop of more than 24 per cent tor FA Cup atten- 
dances compared with Premiership games. Crys- 
tal Palace provide a graphic example. Their 
fourth-round tie at home to Premiers^ opposi- 
tion. Leicester City drew a crowd of just 15,489 
to Selhurst Parts. The home Prenriersnip matches 
before and after that game, against Southampton 
and Everton, drew gates of 22,853 and 23,311 
respectively. 

Even some clubs outside toe Premiership 
have moved the FA Cup down their list of priori- 
ties. Middlesbrough, for example, desperate to re- 
gain toe Premiership status they lost last yeat 
rested players for their ‘glamour* FA Cup tie 
against Arsenal hi order to have them in toe best 
possible shape for a First Division match against 


Stoke toe following week. 
Ps rhaps another 


reason has been the lack of 


surprises. With the honourable exception of 
Stevenage Borough, win knocked out Swindon 
Town and Cambridge United and took Newcastle 
United to a replay, toe competition has provided 
few giant-tiffing stories this season. 

No Premiership side has lost to lower-divi- 
sion opposition this year (there has been an aver- 
age of six Premiership giant-kifngs in each of tire 
last five seasons) and even today the three teams 
at risk an have home advantage, Leeds, Newcas- 
tle and Wimbledon entertaining Birm in gham. 
Tranmere and Waives respectively. Leeds are 
hosting Nationwide League opposition tor toe 
third round in succession, having already efis- 
posed of Oxford and Grimsby. 

The tuck of toe draw has certainly been 
favouring Prentiershlp'sides, who have been 
drawn at home on 14 out of the 20 times they 
have been paired with tower-division teams. 


Premiership clubs’ average attendances 1997-98 


W 1910,24,22. 

R5f.5Z.55 


SR 1968.88 


Newcastle manager Kenny Dalglish expects to have a foil squad to 
choose from, apart from right-back Steve Wktson. who has a bro- 
ken foot and new signing Andy Griffin, who is cup-tied Two oth- 
er new recruits - Andreas Andersson and Gary Speed - are both 
available, the latter because he missed his old dub Everton's third- 
round defeat by Newcastle through injury. Swedish Internationa! for- 
ward Andersson goes in search of his first goal for Newcastle since 
his £3m move to the north-east 

First Division strugglers Tranmere travel to Newcastle aiming to go 
one better than Stevenage Borough, but they will be missing recent 
signing Stephen Frail and Lee Jones, who both have knee injuries. 
There is also a doubt over Graham Branch, of whom Rovers man- 
ager John Aldridge saict "He didn’t train on Thursday but well have 
another look at him.” Branch is doubtful after he injured his AchiHes 
tendon in the midweek win over Swindon. The striker missed train- 
ing on Thursday. Definitely out are striker Lee Jones and Stephen 
Frail, who both have knee problems. 

West Ham v Blackburn 

WRM.75.fia Best Cup years W 1834,85. 86 

090.91.1938 

Rio Ferdinand is hoping to recover from the foot injury which ruled 
him out of the England B international against Chile on Tuesday. Fer- 
dinand is not manager Harry Redknapps only defensive doubt as 
David Unsworth is struggling with a hamstring injury and is unlike- 
ly to be involved. Paul Krtson has a groin injury, while he fellow strik- 
es' Samassi Abou is suspended and Trevor Sinclair is cup-tied. 
Goalkeeper Ludek Miktesko played a reserve match against Nor- 
wich yesterday and Is available, but Craig Forrest is likely to retain 
his place. 

Blackburn have a doubt over wm^r Stuart Ripley He has been un- 
able to frain for a couple of days after suffering a recurrence of toe 
knee injury he picked up at Sheffield Wednesday n toe tet round. 
The worry over Ripley is off-set by toefect 
nationals. Goalkeeper Tim Rowers and strfleer Kevin Gallarfien have 
EKdSSl ft for the tie. 

who has not started a first team game for four months, is badkin 
contention after scoring twice in a midweek reserve team outmg. 

Wimbledon v Wolves 



David HopMn fates on 
Grimsby's Mart Law ii 
tiietourto nxnd. When 
Leeds meet Birmingham at Band Road to- 
day it wB be their mW success** FA Cup 
He at tans to Nationwide League opposi- 
tion tHs season 



FA Cup 

Percentage 
Premiership difference 

Coyenty* 

22,824: i 

. 1 19,498 

:+i7,i ; 

Tottenham 

28,316 

■ 27,098 

+4.5 

Qjtifsea*. 

;.S4;t92 

.. . 33.536 


Leicester* 

20,608 

20,394 

+1.0 


:36,705 : 

: rr:36j69i; 


Man Utd* 

54,669 

55,149 

-0.9 . .. 

Aisena)* '; 37,471 

Derby* 

Blackburn*. ' 22.402 

24,451 

-2L4 '|jP 

Barnsley 

16,631 

18,457 

-9.9 


;53L364 . 



Liverpool* 

33,888 

39,362 

-13.9 


,■^629. 



Leeds 

25,083 

34,612 

-27.5 


MM ; 

; &:;2 


Everton* 

20,885 

34.786 

-40.0 

Cfy^affiSara 7 ' 

33.556~; 



Wimbledon* 

6,349 

■ 16,685 

-61.9 

OveraJI . . . ' 




•Om FA Cup maoi arty 



Statistics; Brian Sears 


Kelly gone but 

never forgotten 
at Newcastle 

Guy Hodgson talks to the veteran striker 
who could make his old dub suffer today 


Playing tomorrow. 


Arsenal v Crystal Palace 

Beit Cup years 


Man Utd v Barnsley 


W W30.3&SQ, 
71.79.93 


RUJ990 


W 1909, 48, 63. 77 Best Cup years 
83. fiS. 9ft 94. 96 


W«2 


Ian Wright (hamstring) will miss the game. The England striker appeared 
as a substitute in the 2-0 win over Chelsea last Sunday after missing four 
games and spending a week at a special fitness clinic in France, but felt 
more discomfort Defender Martin Keown, another victim of hamstring 
trouble, is still out having withdrawn from England’s match against Chile 
in midweek, but Ray Parlour has recovered from a foot injury he sus- 
tained playing for the England B team. With captainTony Adams suspended, 
Arsenal could switch Giles Grimandi from right back into the centre of 
defence, and allow fit-again Lee Dixon to return to the starting line-up. 
Stephen Hughes should keep his place in midfield as Patrick Vieira, back 
from a two-match ban, has had flu. 

Crystal Palace’s Tomas Brolin and Bruce Dyer pick themselves as Attilio 
Lombardo, Michele ffedovano, Neil Shipperiey and Raul \Aferhurst are 
still out injured, white Marcus Bent and new signing Matt Jansen are Cup- 
tied. Jamie Fullarton is back from suspension. Simon Rodger, who played 
toe fast 30 minutes against Wimbledon on Monday, is close to a return 
from injury, and Neil Emblen is pushing for a recaJL David Tuttle, out 
since September with a broken teg, is also back in toe squad. 


Ronny Johnsen and Brian McClair are ready to fill Manchester United’s 
midfield gaps. Both Nicky Butt and Paul Scholes are suspended and there 
is also a doubt over David Beckham, who pulled out of toe England squad 
this week for treatment on a hamstring injury. Andy Cole is also on toe 
doubtful list after pulling out of toe England squad in midweek. If Cole 
misses out then Ole Gunnar Sofskjaer will partner Teddy Shenngham 
up front and the Norwegian youngster, Erik Nevtand, could get anoth- 
er call-up to the senior squad. Henning Berg should return to partner 
Gary Pallister in defence, with Gary Neville moving to his normal right- 
back position and brother Phil possibly starting where be finished off 
against Bolton last weekend in midfield 

Barnsley manager Danny Wilson will be without defenders Darren Sheri- 
dan and Darren Barnard Sheridan completes a two-match suspension 
while Barnard starts a two-g&me ban. which could mean a place in the 
starting-line up for Steve Thompson for the first time since the Tykes’ 
7-0 thrashing at Old Traflbrd at the end of October. Striker Jan-Age 
Fjortoft is cup-tied so John Hendrie is almost certain to partner Ash- 
ley Wkrd up front 


W 1988 


Best; Cup years 


W [893. 1908, 
1949. 60 


ill be without Carl Leabum and 
avers in their 3-0 victory overpysfel Pal^n 
who scored twice against Palace. « cupped ha*ng 
brmerdub Chariton pterin the 

SSsSSKsSa: 

*r»2£E33 

3vnde back W ^ Mvizu Williams are in line 

the bench after nor** ■ * __ od intemabon- 
jpping two ^ Right-back Kevin Mus- 


FAIR PLAY LEAGUE 


MM 

8ms 

M 

ww 
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1 G Poll — 

...15 

7 

60 

95 

633 

2 GWBsrd 

...13 

4 

58 

78 

600 

3 MFteed 

...12 

2 

59 

69 

575 

4 G Baifaer — 

-.14 

3 

53 

68 

4JB6 

5 P Dwkfai ......— 

_14 

3 

50 

65 

464 

6 J Winter 

.„14 

2 

52 

62 

443 

7 DSleray 

...14 

2 

50 

60 

429 

8 P Jones— - 

-12 

2 

41 

51 

425 

9 URenrfe- - 

...14 

1 

52 

57 

407 

io M Rfey 

...13 

2 

42 

52 

400 

11 SDirai 

...10 

1 

34 

39 

390 

12 AWBde 

.-14 

2 

44 

54 

386 

13 PAJcock 

.JB 

O 

47 

47 

362 

14 N Barry — 

...13 

1 

40 

45 

346 

IS GAshby 

...14 

2 

38 

48 

343 

B DGallagher — 

...14 

2 

37 

47 

336 

17 KBunje 

...12 

1 

34 

39 

325 

B S Lodge — - 

...W 

2 

33 

43 

307 

19 MBodsnham .. 

...13 

0 

39 

39 

300 
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UNFAIR PLAY LE AGUE 

^ Papal M **m P» 

1 Coventry .25 5 St 76 004 

2 Leeds 25 3 54 69 2.76 

3 Bolton J25 4 47 67 268 

4 Chelsea .25 3 St 66 254 

5 Everton 25 3 SI 66 - 264 

6 Arsenal .25 2 53 63 252 

7 Shaft Wed 25 ’ 3 42 57 228 

8 C Palace 26 2 49 59 227 

9 Deity 26 1 54 59 227 

10 BJaddui) — .25 3 39-54 216 

H Newcastle 25 2 41 51 204 

12 West Ham 26 2 43 53 2JD4 

13 Southampton 25 1 43 48 192 

14 Man Utd 25 0 43 43 1.72 

■B Liverpool 25 1 35 40 160 

16 Barnsley 25 0 39 39 156 

17 WffTibtedon -.26 1 35 40 154 

18 Tottenham 25 1 33 38 152 

19 Leicester 25 1 31 . 36 144 

20 A Via ;..25 1 31. 36 144 

tPnmiushp matches only; includes a ba ndoned match- 
«. Red cards 5pte. YofiOw: IpQ 


LEADING SCORERS 


CCEirfbtal 


1 Cole (Man Utd) -.12 

2 ftertson(WHam)..i2 

3 Gaflacher (Blkbm) 13 
Dubfin (Coventry) 12 

5 Sutton (Bkbm)’. — .13 

Ber^ranp (Areenal)l2 1 
Viafli (Chelsea) .7 2 

B Owen (Liverpool) .3 0 

9 Fjortfort (Bamsiay)tO 2 

(t2 for Sheffield United) 
Fowler (Uvetpool) 9 0 

V B eiano (Derby) ....If 1 

Davies (Soton) 9 0 

Hassebaink (Leed^S 2 

Wanchope (Derby) 8 0 

6 Wright (Arsenal) ..10 0 
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12 

12 
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WHEN you are known as the 
M c»ah, criticism is not a nor- 
mal day-to-day problem but if 
Newcastle ever dared to have 
doubts about Kevin Keegan it 
was usually over strikers. Andy 
Cole’s departure for Man- 
chester United shook the city 
and, while the off-loading of 
David Kelly did nothitamilariy 
high numb ers on the Richter 
Scale, it did cause tremors. 

Adim through the fanzines 
as Newcastle hit thePremiexdup 
in 1993-94 soon located a con- 
sensus that went on the lines of 
“if anyone dse bul Krng Kevin 
had sold Kelly there would ly* 
riots, but as it’s him. He had 
scored 27 goals in a season that 
Newcastle into 
l^fi^wyg shy and was de- 
•yife ^ wg Hl’ ipBrtneishqi with a 
young striker called Cole. 

Nevertheless he went to 
Wolverhampton, Peter Beard- 
sky arrived in his place and any 
potential dissent disappeared 
as Newcastle produced the 
sort of. foot- 
ball their sup- 
porters 
believed was 
only played 
elsewhere. 

Kelly was 
gone bul not 
forgotten, 
getting an 
ovation from 
St James’ 

Park even in 
the most 
strained of 
circum- 
stances: his 
appearance 
in a Sunder- 
land shirt last 
season. 

He re- 
turns to Ty- 
neside today 
in a more ac- 
ceptable 
form, captain 
of Tranmere 
Rovers. After the rancour of 
the Stevenage saga in the 
fourth round, Newcastle are 
delighted to be among more 
sympathetic spirits again., as 
Kelly definite^ places himself. 
“Just because you’re trans- 
ferred, it doesn’t mean you stop 
supporting them." he said. 

Ask him whether being dis- 
carded by Keegan hurt and he 
says yes. but not so much that 
he holds grudges. “Lve always 
got on with managers as well 
when I’ve left clubs as when I 
arrived. Being with Newcastle 
was the highlight of my career 
but Tm not a bitter and twist- 
ed sbrt of a person. 

“I’ve always had the opin- 
ion if a dub accepts a bid for 
you then it doesn’t matter 
whether you stay or go. you’re 
probably surplus to require- 
ments. Tve no animosity to 
anyone who has sold me. 
Kevin had his own ideas about 
Newcastle and the Premiership 
and although I was disap- 
pointed to leave, it was just an- 
other part of football, another 
stage in my career.” 

Such sang-froid probably 
stems from the fact Kelly has 
a football career to talk about 


a potentially crippling hip dis- 
order. The treatment includ- 
ed two years with both legs in 
plaster and he was nearly eight . 
before he could lead a normal 
life again. 

Kelly, 32, has been invited . 
to be a patron of the Perthes 
Association - “a great honour” 
- and when be is not working 
on behalf of the charity he acts 
as a role model. “Perthes is a 
disease which is contained if 
they catch it early enough,” he 
said. “It doesn’t affect later life. 
Tm the perfect example for any 
sufferer of that disease.” 

No one could say he has not 
spread the message over most 
Of the country. He began at 
WhlsalJ and arrived at Prenton 
Baric last summer for a £350,000 
fee via Wsst Ham, Leicester, 
Newcastle, Wolves and Sun- 
derland, scoring nearly 200 
goals in the process. Eleven of 
those have been for Tranmere 
where Kelly has had the unen- 
viable task of replacing the ir- 
replaceable, his 
player-manag- 
er John 
Aldridge. 

It is not 
something new 
because Kelly 
has spent 
much of his in- 
ternational ca- ’ 
reer with the 
Republic of 
Ireland being 
held up 
against a strik- 
er for whom 
the word pro- 
lific scarcely 
does him jus- 
tice. Kelly 
scored a hat-, 
trick in his first 
match for his 
Kelly: ‘ftwW be atrernendous country in 
thrill to lead the team out at 1987 but never 
Newcastle as captain’ played three 

Photograph: Aflsport consecutive 
matches partly 
because Aldridge was around. 
“No one could fill Aldo’s 



shoes,” he said. “Without 
doubt, he’s a greatest scorer of 
our time. The records speak for 
themselves, he’s got more 
goals than anybody and at the 
very highest level. If I'm com- 
pared to him, great 

“The biggest lesson he 
hands out is his ferocious will 
to win. Even at 39 he’s des- 
perate to score. He’ll get a goal 
in training and his arms go up 
and he’s leaping around. 
You’re thinking *whal are you 
doing?’ but it’s such a big 
thing for him. You learn from 
him all the time.” 

Tuesday's win over Swindon 
- watched by Newcastle man- 
ager Kenny Dalglish - elevat- 
ed Tranmere out of the First 
Division's relegation places and 
Kelly believes the team’s pass- 
ing style will suit the surface 
they’ll encounter tomorrow, 
“^fe always try to play football,” 
he said, “whidi is difficult on the. 
bog of a pitch we’ve got at Pren- 
ton Park. We’re handicapped at 
home. As far as Tm concerned, 
it couldn’t have been a better 
draw. I had some fantastic 
times at Newcastle and Hi be 
at all, as he was just four years going back there as captain, 
old when he was diagnosed as leading the team out. It will be 
having a bone disease, Perthes, a tremendous thrill ” 
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Third Tests Paceman s treble strike rocks West Indies to save Atherton from first day struggle I Chelsea 

Fraser 


rides to 


England’s 


rescue 


Derek Pringle 

reports from Port of Spam 


West Indies 127-4 
v England 


MICHAEL ATHERTON is 
not by nature a gambler. If he 
was, England would surely 
have batted first on the second 
of the Queen's Park Oval 
pitches. Instead, the England 
captain followed the general 
consensus and put his oppo- 
nents in to bat, a ploy that was 
beading towards disaster until 
Angus Fraser retrieved the 
situation with three quick 
wickets after lunch. 

The England captain's 
record is not a good one as far 
as inserting the opposition is 
concerned, and bowling first 
would have probably been 
against bis better instincts. 
But force of circumstance, as 
well as sheer weight of opin- 
ion around him, clearly per- 
suaded him it was the right 
thing lo do, although there was 
probably an element of not 
wanting the West Indies 
bowlers to have first use of it 
as well. 

Having begun badly, with 
England's opening bowlers 
again failing to find a consis- 
tent line and length, Atherton's 
decision was beginning to look 
as threadbare as the pitch. 
With Black Friday already hav- 
ing proved unlucky for Adam 
Hollioake, who failed a fitness 
test on bis sore back, England 
were following suit until Fras- 
er, operating front his 
favourite PavOion End, took 
(he important wickets of Bri- 
an Lara, Carl Hooper, and 
Sherwin Campbell. 

Following Caddick's first 
post-lunch over, savaged for 19 
runs by a combination of stun- 
ning Lara shots and help your- 
self half-volleys, Fraser 
probing length found the edge 
of Campbell's bat As be had 
done earlier with Stuart 
Williams, Thorpe neatly took 
the catch low down at first slip. 

At that stage, with the score 
93 for Z Atherton’s derision to 
field first was looking dis- 
tinctly unwise. However, the 
complexion of a Test match has 


a habit of turning on its head 
when the key players are re- 
moved, which is wbat hap- 
pened when England 
dismissed Hooper and Lara in 
the space of four overs. 

Inevitably it was Fraser 
again, who this rime was for- 
tunate that Mark Butcher, 
playing instead of his injured 
Surrey team-mate Hollioake, 
was on the end of a one-hand- 
ed catch at cover as Hooper, 
no doubt brimming with con- 
fidence after his Test-winning 
knock four days ago, drove at 
a wide one. 

But if that was reward 
enough, the jewel in the cr ow n 
followed an over later. Lara 
may have never scored a Test 
century on his home ground 
here in Port-of-Spain, but this 
time the portents were looking 
ominous. Having played quite 
beautifully, he then aimed an 
ambitious pull at Fraser. It 
took the bottom edge on its 
way to Jack Russell, who took * 
a tumbling catch. 

With Lara standing his 
ground, and questioning 
whether or not the ball had 
carried to Russell, the catch 
was referred to the third um- 
pire. After watching TV replay, 
and much to the jubilation of 
England's fielders, Lara was 
gjven out and for the third time 
in the series that Fraser had 
dismissed the West Indies cap- 
tain. 

Fraser bring? out the worst 
in Lara and there is an ani- 
mosity between the pair that 
stems from the West Indies 
tour of England two years 
ago. Then the pair were in- 
volved in a slanging match on 
the pitch during the final two 
Tests, an episode that contin- 
ued when Lara refused to 
shake the bowler’s hand at the 
end of the series. 

At Test level, bawling first 
is a fairly risky ploy when your 
bowling attack are confident 
and firing, let alone when they 
are feeling their way back af- 
ter having the finger of accu- 
sation pointed at them. 

Neither Andy Caddick nor 
Dean Headley give the im- 
pression that they are hewn 
from granite and asking them 
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to rip the heart of the West In- 
dies batting out on a pitch that 
is slower and with far less 
grass than its predecessor - 
upon which Atherton chose to 
bat - was a leap of faith that 
many would have considered 
too far. 

The opening salvo, which 
was fairly innocuous bore this 
out, and neither Sherwin 
Campbell nor Stuart Williams, 
who is something of a techni- 
cal horror story, were troubled. 
With Phil Tufnell coming on as 
soon as the 11th over, it was 


dear that Atherton was clutch- 
ing at straws and England 
were destined for a long hot 
day chasing leather. 

However, when Caddick 
switched to the Northern End, 
Williams' shortcomings in the 
technical department caught' 
up with him. He pushed loose- 
ly at the first ball of the tall 
bowler’s second spell and 
edged a catch low down to the 
reliable Graham Thorpe at 
first slip. 

If the breakthrough 
brought a smile of relief to 


Atherton’s face, the right of 
Lara belting Caddick's first bail 
to him back past the bowler for 
four, would have brought the 
furrowed brow - a constant 
feature of the first hour - 
back with a vengeance. 

With a puzzle like Caddick 
to contend with, it is a wonder 
that Atherton hasn’t deep lines 
etched all over his youthful 
countenance. As a bowler with 
height, pace and outswiog, 
Caddick has it alL And yet, de- 
spite this skill and firepower, 
which potentially far outweighs 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 



Friday's solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 


4 Cut extra order, becom- 
ing sickly f6) 

9 Ringing sound from 
metal units collapsing 
( 8 ) 

10 Leave city in temper (6) 

12 Its constituents may 
turn out hard-hearted 
(3,2.10) 

13 European is engaged in 
state dispute (8; 

.14. Girl’s packing trendy 
coat (5) 

16 Support from one in 
voice (5) 

18 One driving to right’s 
bunkered in wet (8) 

20 Not in the manner of a . 
wffl (15) 

23 Party muddle with a 
missing piece of cake 

24 Energy needed in shift- 
ing mollion: it’s flat on 
Che floor (8) 

25 Note the make for re- 


1 It could be diagnosed 
as scurvy (9) 

2 The Parisian’s following 
suggestion for a flutter 


3 Right good human Fd 
found inelegant in man- 
ner (5,7) 

5 Correspond, in a flap - 

6 Boy’s find report (5) 

.7 Sediment might prove 


First dsy; England won toss 

WEST INDIES -Fkst Inning* 

S L CampbeS c Thorpe b Fraser — -2B 

ffC WSans c 7horpe b Caddick - — 2A 

*B C Lara c Russel b Fraser — 42 

C L Hooper c Butcher b Baser 1 

S ChanderpaU not out — - —16 

J C Adams not out - — -tt 

Extras (rti3) - — TO 

Total (for 4, 55 overs) — — — — 127 

Fill: 1-36, 2-93, 3-95, 4-100 

lb bat: to WUama, CE u Ambrose, NAM McLean, KC G Benjamin, C A 
Waish 

ENGLAND: A Atherton, A J Stewart, G P Thorpet N Hussata, J P Craw- 

lew M A Butcter, TR C Russe* A R &id<Sck O W Headley. ARC Fraser, P C 
RTufnefl. 

Umpire* E Ntehots (Wl) and D BHelr (Aus). 


it's dope (7) 
Only half obc 


8 Only half obdurate in 
the end (4) 

11 Characteristic of the 

odd fish (12) 

15 Brash, drinking five on 
the rocks (9) 

16 Smell beneath heel (7) 

17 Homesteader left dog . 
outride (7) 

19 Dilapidated, according 
to the survey (3-4) 

21 River Test’s abandoned 
trade etc (5) 

22 Blossom turning up on 
Southern plants (4) 


ON MONDAY 


A night at the \ 
Dubai races with / 
Sheikh Mohammed: 
the most powerful 
figure in British 
racing talks to 
John Roberts 
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26 Bird? Seal, from the 
sound (6) 
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Football 


run gross. For Ruud to 




By Glenn Moore 


RUUD GULLIT yesterday de- 
nied that money was at the root 
of his departure from Chelsea 
and insisted “They are using 
that as a stick to hit me with. I 
want to know the real reason.'’ 

However, Gullit’s version 
of his sacking was promptly 
questioned by Colin Hutchinson 

the. club's managing director, 
who described Gullit as being 
“crafty” by saying he wanted 

£ 2 m a year to stay, and that what 

he actually wanted was £3 3m a 
year. Hu tchinso n added that 
had Gullit been prepared to ne- 
gotiate a new contract earlier be 
would still be their manager. 

Another dramatic day for 
the dub began with a packed 


England^ Andy Caddick celebrates the wicket of West Indies opener Sherwin -Campbell yesterday Photograph: Rentes 


what Angus Fraser operates 
with, he appears to have a star- 
tlingly delicate disposition 
when called upon to put his tal- 
ents on the line. 

At this level of cricket, con- 
fidence is everything and while 
Caddick appears to unable to 
retain the stuff, Fraser, from 
his II wickefr on the neigh- 
bouring pitch, was fortunate- 
ly still oozing it, albeit in that 
careworn way of his as West In- 
dies went about repairing the 
early damage he bad caused. 

More reports, page 22 


in which Gullit gave his version 

of recent events. He claimed 
Chelsea had refused to negoti- 
ate over his proposed new con- 
tract but had instead conducted 
T ransfer rtealmgs behind his back 
with the apparent connivance of 
senior players including his re- 
placement, Gianhica ViallL 

Gullit admitted that he had 
asked for a salary of £2m a year, 
just as he had when approached 
to join the club as a player, but 
had expected to agree a lesser 
figure after negotiation as had 
happened in 1995. 

However, a few horns later 
Hutchinson took issue with some 
of Gullit’s claims. “He has said 
in the press conference today, 
and he said tomeyesterday, ‘You 
didn’t make an offer/ 1 disagree 
with that and I repeated the . of- 
fer to him yesterday in our meet- 
ing, just before it was aborted. 

“I said to him, ‘Well Ruud, 
if you misunderstood, the figure 
was £lm per year gross. Would 
you have accepted that?’ And 
he flatly said no. Ruud, who is 
a master of the media, very 
craftily said today that he asked 
for £2to. He did ask for £2m and 
I immediately responded and 
said, ‘Gross?’ And he said, *No, 
netto. I always talk netto.’ 

“£2m netto is a far bigger 
commitment to the dub than 


the dub has gotto pay rax 

As far as vre’re concerned be 

asking for £3,220,000 per yean 3 
But it gets worse than. that be- 
cause the dub has to pay teiiF 
ings related contributions on 
that With his basic salary, an^f 
the rest we were looking at-fi. 
commitment of £3365, 000 a 
yearto keep Ruud and quite ben* 
estfy we couldn’t afford it- _ : 

• “I exp lain ed to him that the , 
gap was too wide for further i 
m eaningf ul negotiations and_ 
said that because of the time- 
scale we would have to start . 
looking at alternatives.” 

Gullit admitted that when. 
Hu tchins on said last week that 
the dub would look for a new 
manager he thought they were 
“bluffing”. 

After Vialli’s appointment . 
was announced on Thursday. 
Gullit soughta meeting with the 
club chairman, Ken Bates,; 
which was granted at 630pnv - 
three hours later. After 20 min- 
utes discussion during which 
Bates, said Gullit, passed re-.~ 
spo usability to Hutchinson who 
had himself passed the buck to 
“the board” Bates “handed me * 
a letter saying I am sacked”. 

GuWt also said bis relation- 
ship wito Bates was restricted to 
match days, and that he had dis- 
covered his fate from Tbletext 

Instead he was told, cm 
Thursday, that the board had de- 
cided to find another manager. 
Within hours be discovered that 
was Vialli who, he claimed, had 
met with Rangers' Brian Lau- 
drup, a Chelsea transfer target, 
at a secret meeting on Wednes- 
day also, attended by . Odin 
Hutchinson, Chelsea’s chief ex- 
ecutive, and Gianfranco Zola. 
Laudrup, he said, had been told 
Gullit was too busy to attend. 

Gullit added that he “did not 
have a clue” what he was going 
to do next. He said he did not 
want to go anywhere solely as 
a player but would like to con- 
tinue, playing. This would os- 
tensibly rule out both Italy’s 
Serie A, where player-managers 
are banned, and the Dutch 
national job. 

Chelsea in turmofl, page 26 


Trust 


A feeling beyond price 



toakdowns .happen. 

Usually at the worst time. 

You might be with small 
children, or you could be 
alone in a can Rest assured, 
if you are in a vulnerable 
situation, you can be certain 
the AA will make you a priority. 
So for a service you can 
depend ou. Trust AA. 


Join today, call 


■town Ihmbarsi^ fen 

■nMfcuLMait 





Az> w l 'X/\ 











Come home to a real fire; British insurers are paying £lm a day for arson claims. The tone cost, including interruption to work, can be twice as high; not to mention fives lost and serious injuries Photograph: Ron Sanford/Tony Stone Images 


Your plans may go up in smoke, too... 

Whether it's kids torching a stolen car, jilted lovers out for revenge or simple insurance fraud, arson is a growing problem. By Paul Slade 



Newcastle’s West End - three-and- 
a-half square miles of terraced bous- 
es, back lanes and brickyards - is the 
arson capital of Europe. Eight out of 
10 fires put out by the local brigade 
have been started deliberately. 

Detective Martyn Campbell, part 
of the area's arson task force, says: 
“The UK-Ttas the highest rate of ar- 
son in Europe and the West End of 
Newcastle has the highest rate in the 
KUK. There's a very high unemplpy- 
~ went rale, a lot of run-down estates, 
and •very few private houses.” 

The local fire brigade reports 
about 600 malicious fires in the area 
each war — about two a day. For 
them, arson accounts for S3 per 
cent of call-outs, against 50 per cent 
for die UK as a whole. 

Detective Campbell says: “We’ve 
arrested drug gangs who’ve petrol- 
bombed one another’s property, 
we’ve had jflted boyfriends setting fire 
to fiieoew boyfriend’s car. We’ve had 
a mother with a young daughter who 
Viari petrol poured through their let- 


ter box and ignited at four o’clock in 
the morning. 

“You can pick up a three-bedroom 
flat for £1,500 in this area, so there’s 
a real incentive for landlords in neg- 
ative equity to set fire to the premis- 
es for the insurance money. We’ve 
bad a couple of those. But the ma- 
jority are 10- to 16-year-olds getting 
into empty premises and setting fire 
to them.” 

Newcastle's problems- may be 
unique, but arson is a growing prob- 
lem throughout the UK. Home Of- 
fice figures record 90,500 malicious 
fires in 1996, a jump of 7 per cent on 
the previous year. This total in- 
cludes 37.500 buildings deliberately 
set alight - about one in three of all 
the building fires reported - and 
45,000 cars and other vehicles - just 
over half of all road vehicle fires. In 
1996 , 136 people died as a result of 
arson and another 3,284 were seri- 
ously injured. 

British insurers currently pay out 
arson claims at the rateofflmaday. 


What can you do? 

Insurers do not add a sum to your premiums specifically to cover arson, 
but lump the risk in with all other damage, which means you pay for oth- 
er people’s crimes. 

Tbny Baker of file industry’s Arson Prevention Bureau says the best 
thing worried policyholders can do to guard against the risk is improve 
the general security of their home. This means maintaining external fences, 
fitting approved door and window locks and considering security light- 
ing outside. “Most people are really surprised when you tcQ them the 
extent of arson and the cost in lives and injuries,” he says. 

“But, once you are alerted to it, there are basic things you can do. 
Keep gaps under doors as narrow as possible to stop lighted paper be- 
ing pushed under them. If you've got a letterbox, put a metal container 
on the made to contain any fire from lighted rags or paper pushed through 
the box.” . 


Tbny Baker, of the industry’s Arson 
Prevention Bureau, says that adding 
in the incidental costs involved, such 
as interruption to work, brings the to- 
tal cost closer to twice that 

As far as insurers are concerned, 
arson claims are treated like any oth- 
er fire claims - unless they believe the 


owner of the house or car involved 
set the fire. All fires which cause dam- 
age worth mare than a couple pf thou- 
sand pounds will trigger a visit from 
a specialist loss adjuster, who win give 
his view on how the fire started. 

If there are reasons for suspicion, 
a private forensic lab;wiU be called 


in. About one in five arson fires turn 
out to have been set by the owner as 
an attempt at insurance fraud. 

Often, the due lies less in the fire 
damage itself than in what was lost. 
Comhfll deputy claims manager Har- 
ry Rule says: "If you look at the sta- 
tistics of vehicles stolen, it’s this year's 
and last year's that top the league. It 
tails off as you go back through six-, 
seven-, eight-year-old vehicles. 

"And then you find that nine- and 
10-year-old vehicles are stolen more 
often and invariably found burnt ouL 
I’m afraid you do get the rather cu- 
rious idea in your head that here is 
a policyholder whose car has reached 
the end of the road." 

Joyriding is another common 
cause of car fires. Mr Baker says: 
“What does a bored 10- to 14-year- 
old do of an evening when they want 
to have bit of fun? They pinch a car, 
race it around, and set it on fire. 
There are people who like to watch 
fires, and setting fire to a vehicle is 
just fun to them." 


On the commercial side, insurers 
often find that warehouse fires in- 
volve the loss of stock which is no 
longer fashionable, or cannot be 
sold for some other reason. This 
might mean, for example, a January 
fire which happens to dispose of a 
huge pile of last year’s calendars. 

Domestic arson too, is often easy 
to detect. Nefl Kelly of Ices adjusters 
Crawford THG says: “You do get the 
professional touch, but you also get 
some fairly inept things. People get 
caught out when they want the fire to 
spread. They lay a trail of combustible 
material where they want the fire to run 
along. We open up the premises later 
and, lo and behold, it’s stfll there.” 

The hope of a hefty insurance pay- 
out is not the driving force for all ar- 
sonists who set fire to their own 
homes. One 19-year-old man made 
such a mess of the DIY work on his 
flat that he persuaded a friend to help 
him set fire to the place So the coun- 
cil would rehouse him. In feet, the coun- 

cil rehoused both of them -behind bars. 
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Space invasion 


As PEPs go out and ISAs come in, lain Morse looks at an alternative tax haven for investors’ cash 
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THIS column begins in a 
most unusual style - with an 
apology. The growing success 
(literally) of the Your Mon- 
ey section, in advertising 
terms, coupled with technical 
problems at our end, have 
meant that it has not been 
possible to contain all our 
regular constituent parts in 
one part of the newspaper. 

You will therefore find 
our motoring page in the 
Time Off section of today’s 
paper. Property is at the back 
of the main section. At the 
same time, a temporaiy lack 
of space means we have held 
over for one week the Inter- 
net Investor column from 
Robin AmloL We have also 
given a ooe-week break to 
John Andrew, our Stock- 
market Made Simple writer, 
although he resurfaces today 
as our Valentine’s Day colum- 
nist. See what you think. 

Apologies over, now to 
the meaty stuff. Among the 
many hundreds of letters 
and faxes that crossed my 
desk this week was one from 
Virgin Direct. The company 
mirrors its boss. Richard 
Branson, in its endless quest 
for publicity. But not all Vir- 
gin’s attempts at headline- 
grabbing are pointless stunts. 

This week’s PR effort in- 
volves a proposal from Mr 
Branson, which he hopes will 
be backed by a number of 
other institutions, for a 
“kitemark” system for fi- 
nancial products. 

Included in Virgin's sights 
are the hopelessly complicat- 
ed charging structures used by 
many companies on their 
products, including pensions. 

This is a difficult area for 
me. On the one band, having 
sat in this chair-fora year or „ 
two, I can generally, under- 
stand the way charges work. 


even the more complex ones. 

It is also true that com- 
plexity need not necessarily 
mean poor value - 1 find Eq- 
uitable Life’s pensions are 
not, for example, as under- 
standable as some, but there 
is no denying they are among 
the most competitive. 

Yet one of the common 
bugbears of many readers, as 
our postbag attests, is that 
they simply can't work out 
what companies are taking 
out of their pensions in fees 
and charges. So, yes, simpli- 
fication is necessary - and the 
idea of an independent as- 
sessment panel to award the 
kitemark also appeals. 

But I still have a problem. 
What if a company decides 
that it will charge people 
who pay £100 a month into 
a personal pension less than 
those who pay in £50? What 
if the charging structures 
were tiered even further - as 
some are? Would Mr 
“kitemark” Branson see this 
as “good value" or ‘‘unnec- 
essary complication”? 

And would some compa- 
nies be demed a kitemazk de- 
cile their excellent value, the 
nature of the market they ad- 
dress (self-invested pensions) 
meant their products were 
more complex than normal? 

Tbe verdict on this Virgin 
stunt must be - not bad, 
Richard. But you've still got 
some way to go to make it 
workable. 

Finally, a plug. My col- 
league Steve Lodge, editor of 
The Independent on Sunday 
personal finance section, has 
written an excellent “Guide 
to Making Your Investments 
Work for You”. It is spon- 
sored by Wesleyan Financial 
Services and is available by 
calling 0800 1379749. OtfiU 
in the coupon on page 12. 


YOU ARE likely to be hearin g 
a lot more about Venture 
Capital Ihists (VCTs) over the 
next few months. VCR are in- 
vestment funds which take 
equity in companies worth 
£10m or less. Conceived as a 
replacement ,to Business Ex- 
pansion Schemes (BES), they 
cany generous tax incentives. 

BBSs were intended to help 
small and risky ventures raise 
money, not from banks but by 
share subscription from pri- 
vate investors. Instead, most 
were set up to invest into 
rentable property, including 
campus accommodation for 
students. 

The regulation of VCTS re- 
flects the lesson learned from 
tbe failure of BESs to help high 
risk, hi-tech enterprises find 
investment backing. The risk 
should not be under-estimated: 
as from June last year, VCB 
cannot be “asset backed" or 
“protected”. This make s any 
VCT investment risky. 

In return, you can put as 
much as £100,000 in a year into 
one or more funds, and can ben- 
efit from four tax breaks, two on 
income and two on capital 
gains. All dividend income from 
VCT shares is tax free. If buy- 
ing into a new issue, you can 
claim back 20 per cent inoome 
tax at the lower rate of the 
amount you invest. 

All capital gains on VCT 
shares are also tax exempt, but 
more than this, you can roll over 
any liability for capital gains tax 


(CGT) cm shares just sold by re- 
investing the gain into a VCT 

Moores Man Bradley 
(MMB), a firm of independent 
financial advisers specialising in 
helping accountants shelter 
their clients’ money from tax, 
offers the following example of 
VCB' tax generosity. Suppose 
you are a high-rate taxpayer, 
selling shares which originally 
cost £300,000 for £206,500. Af- 
ter deducting the original cost, 
plus an indexation allowance of, 
say, £10,000, and the annual 
CGT exemption of £6,500, 
there would still be a chargeable 
gain of £90,000, on which the as- 
sumed liability would be 
£36,000. 

By investing the whole gain 
of £90,000 into a VCT any 
capital gains liability is deferred 
until the VCT is sold. 

Claiming the 20 per cent 
income-tax rebate, you have 
already made £18,000, adding 
this to your P-risting shar e port- 
folio. You have already shel- 
tered £36,000 from the tax man 
and, in theory, you have turned 
£90,000 into £108,000. 

The catch is that to qualify 
for two of these tax breaks - the 
20 per cent rebate and CGT roll 
over -you must hold the VCT 
shares for at least five years. 
This would not be much of a 
catch except for the inherently 
risky nature of VCT investment 

Gareth Marr, managing 
director at MMB, says: “ VCR 
may not be suitable for every- 
one. The job of any adviser is 



limited market, potentially fen* 
mg up the price of good deals, 
past performance might 

serve as a guide, but for the fed 

that most existing foods , §cst 
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Risky ventures: Instead BESs were set up to invest in property, including student digs 


to look very carefully at the 
client’s needs to determine 
whether this investment fits. If 
it does not. you have to be pre- 
pared to advise against a VCT 
no matter how attractive the tax 
incentive. If it does fit. you also 
have to be prepared to research 
the market extremely carefully 
to find the right VCT” 

Martin Churchill, director of 
research at stockbroker Alien- 
bridge, adds: “Comparing VCB 
to say PEPS is like putting to- 
gether chalk and cheese. When 
you buy into a VCT you are 
lending your money to a team 
who may only be investing into 
15 or 20 small companies, ap- 
pointing and removing board 
members, seeing management 
accounts on a monthly basis.” 


By comparison to traditional 
fund management, this is 
han ds-on stuff, with annual in- 
vestment into any one company 
by the VCT limited to not more 
than flm, and the average run- 
ning at £733,000. It also calls for 
particular skills on the part of 
those running the VCT 
Allenbridge specialise in 
analysing VCT performance, 
and Mr Churchill warns: “If you 
are thinking about investing 
into one, look closely at the 
manageme nt’s track record on 
deal making. The key factors are 
that they be consistent, used to 
doing deals of the right size and 
frequency, and spread the 
exposure of investors’ funds 
across both companies and 
business sectors.” 


Because VCE5 are intended 
to provide start-up capital, they 
are not allowed to invest into 
shares which can be traded on 
main stock markets. The only 
exception to this are shares 
traded on the Alternative In- 
vestment Market (AIM), itself 
set up to provide a market for 
shares in small firms. 

This m eans that VCT funds 
may have difficulty finding 
buyers for shares they hold. At 
present, there are only some 
12,000 VCT holders, by com- 
parison with about 33 million 
PEP owners. Tbtal funds under 
management have a value of 
£370m, with new issues this 
year looking to top this up by 
at least £150m. This is a lot of 
new money to flow into a 


JSrtlDU . .. W . 

VCT share prices are quoted 
and tradable, there is no in- 
centive to sell within the five^ 
year term. 

For those still tempted, ; 
Close Brother is looking to 
raise £10m fora fond investing 
only into AIM-listed shares.' 
The company already manages 
some £623m of VCT foods. 
Murray Johnstone also runs 
existing funds of around £55ra, 
and are looking to raise afmr- 
ther £40m for a general VCT, 

Size isn’t everything, but it. 
implies diversification of risk. 
Murray Johnstone's existing 
VCT funds are invested across 
12 industry sectors, with aver- 
age exposure per sector of less ■ 
than 10 per cent of total fond 
value. , 

This new generation - of 
VCR is packaged to look much 
like other retail fi n ancial prodr , 
ucts. Don’t be deceived. These 
are not replacement PEPs, bat 
investments of a riskier nature. 
Invest only what you can afford 
to lose. 


Allenbridge is offeringreadersof 

The Independent' a free guide to 

VCTs. Call 0171-409 Till. 
Moons Marr Bradley offers a ; 

short pamphlet on the same sub- 
ject. Five the company on 01908 
690369 to receive a copy. 


SPOTLIGHT ON: M&G’S INDEX-TRACKER PEP 


The product: MAG’s Index Thicker 
personal equity plan (PEP). 

The deal: Invest a minimum of £50 a 
month and M&G’s manage rs trill use 
it to track the fortunes of the FTSE All- 
Share index. 

Plus points: The FTSE All-Share has 
risen by 19 per cent over the past year, 
to the end of January. This is much 
better performance than most active 
fund managers. None of the money will 
go to paying “star" fund managers ex- 
cessive foes to underperform the index. 


If used within a PER the fund comes 
with “ISA-bflity”. This means it can 
switch without penalty into another 
vehicle which will replace the PEP in 
April 1999, the Individual Savings 
Account (ISA). 

Taking up this investment will cost 
little. There is no initial charge, which 
elsewhere can come to 3 per cent of 
the investment There are also no exit 
fees, which punish investors for 
needing then money sooner than they 
thought they would. There is only a 


0.73 per cent annual management 
fee. This is less, for example, than 
Virgin's tracker PEP. 

Drawbacks and risks: This is an 
unusual departure for M& G, whidi has 
no experience of running tracker 
funds. But it’s “value-driven" approach 
has been troubled by poor perfor- 
mance until very recently. 

It has fanned out the day-to-day 
management to State Street Global 
Advisors, which does manage over 
$140bn of tracker fond money. 


Annual management charges could 
be cheaper. Legal & General charges 
just 03 per cent a year. Buy L&G’s 
identical tracker through a discount 
broker and you could even end up 
being paid £60 to set one up. 

But the main worry is the “Duke of 
York” objection to all trackers: when 
they’re up, they’re up, and when 
they're down, they’re down. They 
have no way of mitigating the down- 
side if tbe market slumps. 

Graham Bates, of Leeds^based 


finan cial adviser Bates & Partners, 
criticises M&G for promoting the 
product to first-time, “unsophisticated” 
investors. “It’s all very well looking at 
how much a tracker can rise. But you 
will also get the foil whack of any 
losses.” 

Verdict: As long as there are cheaper 
trackers around, why bother , with 
this one? 

Marks out of five: Two and a half- 
because unlike some other trackers, 
there are no exit fees. 


A ND IF YOUR MIND damps shut 
at the nme mention of flic word 
million, consider this If jou add 
up your lifetime earnings - past and 
fotrae - you wiD see that you will almost 
cotainly earn a fortune in yourfifainK. 
It could add up to a million pounds * or 



«■■■■ Like most people looking for tax-efficient 
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investments, you probably already know tbe benefits of PEPs. 
They appeal to investors becanse returns on both capital and 
income are entirely tax-free. 

But you may not know that you could add still further 
to these benefits by holding Investment Trast shares in a PEP. 

Investment ftust PEPs allow you to spread your risk 
across a wide portfolio and still remain within the 56,001) 
maximum permitted by the government They also let you 
take advantage 0 / the opportunities provided by shares 
traded on stock markets around the world, something the 
private investor usually finds both difficult and expensive. 

You can reap the tax-free rewards of PEPs through an 
Investment Trust for as little as 5100 a mouth; alternatively 
you can invest with a tump sum. And, because charges are 
kept to a minimum, Investment Trusts are among the lowest 
cost investments you can make. 

To see how you can combine the benefits of PEPs with 
the distinctive advantages of Investment Trusts, send for 


IF YOU'D LIKE TO RETIRE 


W ITH A MILLION - 


more. 

Thetrotijle is, Gkemnst people youH 
earn it -and spend it 

Of count, what you could be doing is 
faking this fortune and turnfog schtk of it 
into another fortune - the one jwiwmf 
to end up wife 

But you'll probably say 

jouVebem too bu*y to attend 

to this yoursd/ _ or perhaps 
managing money today just 
seems too ampfieated.. 

Maybe you think you 
should entrust your money to 
an expert If you dev you may 


START TAKING YOUR 


OWN ADVICE. 


truth is many professional [ 

fund managers are not much 
good al what they da Moft of than do 
more pooriy than the Stoefanariet as a 
whole. The only certainty about feting 
others manage ywir money s that; you'll 
let than trip themselves to a chunk of it 
through their fees. 

IN FACT the widdyaxepted Random 
Hbflr ferny says that you will heat the 
pros at picking shares by srnmty 



“At last it is possible for a normal human being to 
learn the ins-and-outs of money-management and 
investing without all sorts of pompous and confosing 
technical twaddle ... 


The Successful Personal Investing programme from 
IRS is like a great breath of fresh air." 


Douglas Moffitt, TV and Radio Financial Commentator 


our Fact Sheet “Investment Trust PEPs - A Plain Guide." It’s 


ADVANTAGE 
— OF — 


free and produced by the AITC, the body that speaks for 
Investment Trust companies. Simply fill in the coupon or 
call us on 0171 431 5222. 


the share table in your nnqaper. 
Incrafibte. but trot 
Look at unit trusts. ’Die vast majority 
of them underperform the Stadanartet 
n general over time. They would haw 
eduiSf but you money compared to 
buying shares at random! 

So the question is: Why pay fat 
cotomissoB and “management fees* to 




money? 

What about seeking advice from a 
Brenda! advisor - someone whoU give 
you sound and impartial adnceon what 
best to do with your tuntesned money. 

We4 you're going to have to look 


THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 


complicated - and too baffling. In short 
they’re stuck They are successful in 
many other respects. But when it comes 
to investing and money management 
they have no real plan AD because there's 
been ib ample way to gel started. That is, 
until now _ 

SUCCESSFUL PERSONAL INVESTING 
(SP11 is the couch aedanwt, i^-to-the- 
orinute, ‘hands-on", self-instruction 
course in investing and money 
management that you follow at home - 
at jour own pare with no pressure. 

In simple hngwge it outlines step- 
by-dep hws to build your own financial 
independence .. and how to take the 
mfflion or so youH probably earn in your 
lifetime and get started on building the 
uuUkhi you waft to end up with - and all 
without depending on some "expert" _ 

anti without paying for akice that may 
not be truly independent. 

THE SPi COURSE starts with the basks 
and then goes m to the “tricks of the 
trade" - the simple, tried and true 
fiecfinkiiRffodLenriifeycutoiirotectand 
then pyramid prdte to build wealth wen 


first - you’ll quiddy see how to 
"unoowr" up to an extra £2JB0 a year to 
inwt - money you probably didn’t wen 
know you had. 

Second - youH be surprised at how 


or more if you’re a h^ier rzte tapayet. , 
Of cause there's a good deal mnre-T 
But as you can see SucoessM Peraoral 
Investing is defiritefy not just some 
collection of "hot tips* or bating 
technical mumbo-jumba 

Always everything is spelled out step- 
ty*t*p, Eke a simple rape. So you tale - 
just those steps that are tight for jngr 
own oimnssJances. 

BEAR IN MIND TOO, that fee publisher 
of SPI Independent Research Senses 
Ltd, is not inked in any way to any vested - ' 
interests, ft is not connected wife xp 
Stockbroker or Insurance 

Agency or Ifaft Trust or the 

to like _ and it has no 

ltd commissioned Salesmen or 

rig Agents. So you can bt 

absolutely sure that what you 
)m leant will be for no erne's : 
benefit but jours, 
lets face it - most people 
„ spend more time planning a" 

fortnight's holiday than 


schemes ~ $ts _ shares _ Personal 
Eiputy Plans ~ Enterprise Investment 
Schemes _ property investments 
sin^fe strategies that can stash your tax 
KB _ in fed, all the important areas of 


Sunarisingty, SPI takes artiy a cnuple 
of hours of your tine a month. There is : 
no bunting of the midnight ofl. 

Due, money isn't everythmg. But ft 
does hefe SW shows yw how to st»t on 
fee way tawnls having feat naffion- and 


“rmllionaire w . So, before your mind 
damps shut over that wnrdaj frin -iiihy 


find - And maybe most rewarding, 
you'll learn in detail about a number of 
crafty but ample “behind-the-scenes" 


yoflsM? You can newgetto for* over fee 


And whatever you decide, Lesha 1 is 


oflai boost yrarr returns 20, 30, even 50 

per cent more - sometimes just in 
months- not years. 

TOR EXAMPLE, a little tecfirwiuc caDal 

a 'straddle*, lets you bet that the 
Stockmartat will go iq>. and al the sra 


KS ADVISORY BOARD: 


IfamGokbteifrJadEon, 

Walter SindarFCA. 

IRS mu! Independent Research 
Services are. trading mates of 


firstly, most firenrial advisors aren’t 


not, it is perfectly possible to make a 
pntit whether it goes qrw goes down! 
Or hnv you can use your pension 


Registered Office: 5-7 Bridge SM. 


Oxfordshire, 0X14 3HN 


§ - . 
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■fe Association of lmestnent Trust Conpanies, 18 Rening Road, Newbury, 

Berkshire, RDM IDE. hornet httpf/wwwifixoJik/aftc 

Please send me a free information pack. C3 I am a private investor 

□ l am an independent adviser Pieaseva r r ,r :w * - 


call themselves that. Dial’s because 
thg're employed by thetogfinanoal fund 


(Mr/Mrs/Miss) . 
anaaemsHusE 

Address — 


. Initials ' 


Surname 


' riiiT r" * ? 


ImssrimM 


i — “ Mflaiiv m 

1 , p lGUfOEt J 

- ~ ~ 7 :r,r,wip ham stale nay bland r™ 8 s twk ** jm taw Yd. 

now tbtf Alt This wiwrtisaMm has been aaied by AJICSemOB UA 

tel pounce b Ml me ■ 


;T' 't** 


products alone. They’re realty just 
aksman. 

So what about those vtinareaikwed 
to call Ihonsdvfs independent financial 
advisers? Consider this feet most IFKs 
earn theft Mng &wn camnisswo from 
fee products they sefl. Yet some of fee 
best investments art run by firms wtmh 
pay no commissiofi How iitefy do you 

think ft is thtyH be on your IFAs shorifist 
of recommended inwestments if there's a 
commission- paying firm offering a 
renotetysndar product? 

But - let’s foe it - most people find 
today's world of personal finances too 


H)6 POST THIS RISK-FREE FORM TODAY TO- 

KS, FREEPOST, 5-7 Bridge Street, ABINGDON, Oxfordshire 0X14 3ZT 


'’onty J - : 


back Lesson 2 - or pag far it onlg if l decide i 
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Never mind the critics, this is art 



Until recently, due to the cuiti VJlled 
wamlessness of Messrs Rotten, Vicious 
et ai , Seventies punk was dismissed as 
a perverted style movement that 
sprang from rotten pop music. Todav 
art historians are beginning to appre- 
ciate the cunning of its visual imagerv 
and to understand its roots in the Sit- 
uationist art of the Sixties. 

The first exhibition of “punk an" 
“I Groaned With Pain", was at the Ea- 
gle Gallery in Farringdon. east Lon- 
don in December 1995. It framed as 
fine art Sex Pistols posters and T-shirts 
showing bare breasts and homosexu- 
al cowboys exposing the rase h/es Now 
an exhibition “Destroy: Punk Graph-’ 
ic Design in Britain" (mainly record 
sleeves) is at the Royal Festival Hall 
until 16 March. And Jamie Reid, the 
artist responsible for the Pistols' cut- 
and-paste poster graphics, has had a 
retrospective in New York that will tour 
Japan and Australia before showing in 
London later this year. 

In the salerooms, a steady market 
in Sex Pistols ephemera has developed. 
Prices would take off if only auction- 
eers would take the trouble to verify 
authenticity. Meanwhile, under £500 

will buy a Sex Pistols poster or a T-shirt 

or two. 

The Pistols’ spitting and vomiting 
and the DIY tackiness of their graph- 
ics had an apparent spontaneity. But 
that was deceptive. In fact, the entire 
punk media-package was meticulous- 
ly contrived by the Pistols’ SvengaJi-like 
controllers, the impresario Malcolm 
McLaren and fashion designer Vivi- 
enne Westwood, who bad an avant- 
garde fashion shop on the King's 
Road. 

Their role as promoters is well 
known. The roots of punk in art less 
so. McLaren, who attended Croydon 
College of Art and Goldsmiths College, 
insists: “It was always an art thing. We 
were dealing in images". He and 
Westwood concocted a cocktail of 
pornographic, fetishistic and anti- 
Royal images calculated lo stir up trou- 
ble during the Queen's Silver Jubilee 
in 1977. 

In the late Sixties, McLaren and 
Reid had been contemporaries at 
Croydon College of Art They sat late 
into the night discussing the Paris Sit- 
uationists’ critique of loneliness and 
aimlessness as the bogies that have su- 
perceded the struggle for material sur- 
vival, as well as their use of street 
theatre to criticise consumer society. 

Reid designed Christopher Grab’s 



the independent 

Free guide 

A 31 page guide telling you , e D thc r savings 

about how PEPS it f.t mvs.thy 

For your free copy 

Ring 0345 62 ponic „, 

WOOLWICH 



Punk art: Paul Stolper, a London dealer in contemporary art, has one of the finest collections 


book Leaving the 20th Century, an an- 
thology of Situationist writing that be- 
came McLaren’s bible. Punk nihilism 
is essentially Situationist. So is taking 
art out of the galleries and onto the 
streets. Later. McLaren head-hunted 
Reid to design posters with cut-out ty- 
pography - punk's hallmark. 

The various, apparently disparate, 
images of punk graphics seem more co- 
herent when viewed in a Situationist 
context The bondage fetishism is not 
only sexual but social. What a deeper 
understanding of punk means in art 
market terms is that it confers upon it 
the gra vitas of an art-historical move- 
ment Once the art-buying intelli- 
gentsia realises that a full appreciation 
of it can be gained not just from back 
numbers of The Sun, but from schol- 
arly essays such as George Robertson's 
“The Situationist international: Its 
Penetration Into British Culture" 
(Block, issue 14, 1988. pp 38-53), they 
will begin to reach for their wallets. 


The forthcoming retrospective ex- 
hibition of Jamie Reid, now 5 1. records 
30 years of his life as an urtisu including 
videos and photographs. He has issued 
a signed limited-edition silk-screen ver- 
sion of his Pistols artwork. Good pub- 
licity for the originals. 

1 (racked him down to The Strong- 
room recording studios in Curtain 
Road, cast London, where he is resi- 
dent artist and working with a group 
of musicians called the Afro-Celt 
Sound System. He has embraced 
Druid ism and Celtic culture. 

How does he look back on his Nev- 
er Mind the Bollocks posters'? “I still 
think they are very valid and power- 
ful images". When McLaren recruit- 
ed him he was a printer-designer at the 
anarchist Suburban Press in south 
London, where he was already using 
ransom-note lettering (“we couldn't af- 
ford Letraset") on cheap pamphlets for 
groups campaigning for the rights of 
women, ethnic minorities, squatters 


and social security claimants. He says: 
“As a printer, you develop a sixth sense 
that certain things will look good. 
Rippcd-out lettering, for example, 
looks very graphic and direct". 

And when the first wave of punk was 
over? “Bollocks to the Poll Thx" T-shirts. 
They were his. He also supplied graph- 
ics for the campaign against the Crim- 
inal Justice BiU - and the campaign to 
legalise cannabis. So start collecting. 

The finest collection of punk gear, 
predominantly the Sex Pistols’, has 
been accumulated over 10 years by Paul 
Stolper, a London dealer in contem- 
porary art, and Andrew Wilson, as- 
sistant editor of Art Monthly. It was 
their collection that was shown at the 
Eagle Galleiy. Wilson’s critique of the 
origins of punk in the catalogue - it- 
self a collector's piece - is an art-his- 
torical milestone. 

Stolper, 32, says: “We don’t collect 
punk items for nostalgia - 1 wouldn’t 
give a fig for Johnny Rotten’s signa- 


Phocograph: Philip Meech 


rare". Wilson says: “We go for the vi- 
sual image. That’s what counts, rather 
than the music. Reid’s “God Save the 
Queen" poster looks simple but it is 
a tour deforce of printing. He used pink 
and yellow, colours that don’t sit to- 
gether and that are fugitive - they 
fade". 

Only they and a handful of collec- 
tors who worked at Westwood's shop 
know how to recognise genuine 
McLaren/Westwood garments by their 
labels. At a Bonhams auction of rock, 
pop and guitars last May, seven lots of 
p unk T-shirts and bondage gear failed 
to sell because aficionados doubted 
their authenticity. A published guide 
to labels would send prices rocketing. 
But those in the knew are keeping 
mum. Never mind; at the same sale. 
Pistols posters were selling for between 
£80 for “Never Mind the Bollocks" lo 
£180 for “God Save the Queen". Buy 
now. It's your turn to make cash out 
of chaos. 


ybur working life can seem to offer you a senes of choices, 
such as what type of career, which job, and when to retire 
So shouldn't your pension give you the same degree o 

control? . 

An Equitable Life personal pension plan offers you just 

that! \bu have mairimum flexibility - without penalties. 

Whether you need to increase or reduce your penson 
contributions, or decide to retire eady - f° r example, 
than originally planned - there are no penalties to pay 

Furthermore, since it was established in 1762, e 
Equitable Life has never paid commission to third parties 

for the introduction of new business. 

So, if you would like to know more about a pension that 
gives you control, call (0990) 38 48 58 or return the coupon 
below for information by post and by telephone. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

For your fecumy your telephone cap nMybe 
Infonmtion/advke wifi cmlv be given on EquitaUeporo pttxtoos 
Regulated by chcl’craonal Invesnuem Au °“ nt 5' 

THI EQUTIX BH LJFeTfKEEPCST; EftUDN STREET iPTESBUIK BCt03?*^HA MSHEl£ HPn _ 
i— ^ n I ■ rmi 7DD 


U»:Uie Equitable Life. FREEPOST XUi « Seed. AYLEKBUIO ^BwbHKl 7BR 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 




YOU’VE GOT 
TWO PEPS LEFT. 



RIGHT ONE. 

With ISAs coming in 1099, you have Just two tax years left to 
tour PEP allowance. Our advice? Look long-term. Look at our J®”; 

i thumping 20.1% average retumeveiy single yeatf Look at our initial 
Sovemment Stamp Duty.Then look forward. Because, whatever form ISAs take, we’ll 
transfer your PEP holding completely free of charge. To find out more, call us now. 

0800 829 100 

©SAVE&PROSFER 
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nn 24 5 96 the objective of the Fund {formerly known as Scotbtts) was 
broadened ftOT&TvestmenTin financial services to Investment (n any economic sector. 

bs are tesed' on Sw« 3fi5bS 

nge rales may also affect ^ m a PEP. In the meantime you wi not be 

meed that from 6th April “““ 1 by the Personal Investment Authority andIMRO. 


The AA is offering specialist 
bail dings and contents insurance 
on homes with thatched roofs. 
Call 01708 442426. 

Norwich and Peterborough 
Building Society is launching 
a “green" mortgage aimed at 
borrowers with homes which 
have high energy efficiency rat- 
ings. The mortgage includes a 
two-year. 2 per cent discount, 
phis a redemption penalty of one 
month’s interest if the loan is re- 
deemed in the first four years. 
Call 01733 372372. 

Woolwich Insurance Services 
is launching an Internet quota- 
tion system for household poli- 
cies. Access is at: http^/www. 
woolwidi-insurance.co.uk 

The Association of Invest- 
ment Trust Companies has 
published a free factsheel on 
“discounts", explaining why the 
net asset value of holdings in a 
trust can be greater than the val- 
ue of tbe trust shares themselves, 
plus what can be done about it. 
Call 0171 4315222. 

Alliance & Leicester is launch- 
ing a telephone sales service to 
market its two PEPs, the Capi- 
tal Growth and Income funds. 
Call 08000 568000. 


STANDARD LIFE BANK 1 


A new addition 

to your portfolio. 

• ExceUent teed rates of interest 

• No notice required and no penafties- 
• Jfa minimum or maximum deposB- 
-NfoUnAonttenumba^ 
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■ l Ml11 


0345 55 56 57 


rid has neve r been simple r^ 
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» uxhbn Road EdWM^I Sand** 



Thought for the day 



Please send me my information pack, the names of three local IFAs and a voucher for a free 
consultation without obligation. 1 understand that no-one will call me as a result of filling in 
this coupon. The address is 1FAP Limited. 17-19 Emery Road, Brisltngton, Bristol BS4 SPF. 
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You'd be better off with an IFA 
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The All-Share Tracking PEP 
that has performed the best. 


Follow Buffett into bonds 
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Direct Line Rates 


SAVINGS RATES 


Direct Line Instant Access Account 


Direct line Stand ar d Variable Mortgage Rate 
VARIABLE RATE ~~ -yf-'.'gy 


Direct Line Pterional Loans 

AMOUNT OF LOAN 

£ 6.000 y^'. 

£ 10,000 i. 


&? %rT v . 


' .'y i - . »7- 


i J..-.' y_* 


AH nut correct at 2nd February 1998. 


0181 6671121 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 


0181 680 9966 
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PERSONAL LOANS 


FINANCIAL SiHViCSS 
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Snarer: Direct Line Financial Services. For Junker information about 
the Direct Line products listed above, please phone the appropriate 
number quoting ref. 1NDBB46 
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What a week! New high 
ground for the stock market. 
Not just here -but in Amer- 
ica, too. It makes you won- 
der what all the panic was 
about when Asia was falling' 
about our ears last year. 

Of course, the recovery 
we have seen in both cur- 
rencies and stock markets on 
the other side of the world 
has helped our market, but 
in Asia it would be wise not 
to be suckered into believ- 
ing this to be any thing oth- 
er than a dead tiger bounce. 
But here and in America we 
seem to be talcing the view 
that the knock-on effect will 
not be great. 

Investment perceptions 
are being coloured by the 
trend to lower inflation on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 
The likely slowdown in 
world growth and the avail- 
ability of cheap manufac- 
tured goods should ensure 
that both the US Consumer 
Price Index and the RPI re- 
main subdued. 

Even so, the Bank of 
England's Monetary Policy 
Committee is less sanguine. 
In its inflation report this 
week, it became dear that 
some members still believe 
inflation can rise again to 
haunt us. Indeed, with wage 
settlements stiff Tr ending up- 
wards and unemployment 
now at its lowest level for 18 
years, they may have a point 
The result in London mar- 
kets has been to push the 
pound up yet again in the be- 
lief that we may not have 
seen the peak of the inter- 
est-rate cycle. 

In the US. demand for 
Treasuries has continued at 
a higher level. It is worth re- 
flecting that Vlfeiren Buffet 
put a reputed $2bn into 
zero-coupon bonds last sum- 


mer. Given the way this mar- 

ket has moved, he has almost 

certainly made significantly 
more out of bonds than he 
would have done in shares. 

Forecasts for American 
inflation dining the current 
year have been coming 
down. Indeed, deflation is 
being talked about much 
more widely. No wonder 
bonds are so popular. 

The market is saying that, 
at the very least, inflation is 
not returning, even if the 
Monetary Policy Committee 
is undecided. But with that 
arch enemy of a rising RPL, 
Governor Eddie George, 
siding with those who felt an 
interest-rate rise was un- 
necessary, I am increasingly 
coming around to the view 
that we should be learning to 
live without inflation. 

Tins suggests that it is not 
too late to buy British Gov- 
ernment Stocks. Their yields 
have already come down 
significantly and it is in- 
creasingly difficult to find at- 
tractive stocks standing 
under par. Equally, it looks 
as though demand for Gilts 
- much of it from the pen- 
sions industry - is unlikely to 
wane. 

For those who feel the 
market has reached heady 
heights, justifying a little 
caution, it is not too late to 
follow ^brren Buffett into 
bonds and lock away yields 
that might be unattainable a 
few months hence. It cer- 
tainly seems a safer bet than 
buying shares on multiples 
of more than 20 times earn- 
ings at a time when profits 
are being taken apart by the 
strength of sterling. 


The writer is chairman of the 
Greig Middleton investment 
strategy committee. 
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EASY TO 

TRANSFER 

EXISTING 

PEPS 


The 



SUNALLIANCE 


Tracker 


PEP 


As you can ser, the Rose 
Tracker PEP has more points in its 
favour than most. Not least the fact 
that it offers one of the lowest 
annual management charges for a 
tracker PEP ar just 03%. 

It’s the latest offer from Invest 


On-line, the direct investment arm 


with 


hidden 


extras. 


of one of the UK's leading insurance 
companies. Royal 8: SunAlliance. 

Unlike some index trackers, the 
Rose Tracker PEP spreads your 
investment over the whole FTSE 
All-Share Index, not just the top 100 
companies, so reducing the risks. 

You can start investing from as 
little as £50 each month or with a 
lump sum of £1,000. 

Call free, now on 0500 100 333 

or clip the coupon below for full 
details. Our friendly and knowl- 
edgeable staff will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 


TALK TO US ABOUT THE ROSE TRACKER PEP FREE ON 


0500100333 


invest 


7 DAYS A WEEK 8am-10mi 

FAX NO: 0118 934 8212 E MAIL: investersaonline.co.uk 
PLEASE QUOTE COUPON CODE BELOW 
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Invest On-line, FREEPOST 3479, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9ZZ. 
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Bonus Postal Account. Rates of up to 




gross CA.R. 

Plus access when you need it. 

Do you wan! a better return on your savings? 

immediately, you can get at it by post, without delay. 

Take a look at our instant access postal account rates 

To open an account call Abbey National Direct. 

and believe your eyes. 

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm or Saturday 9am to lpm. 

The account includes a unique 2% gross CA.R. 

quoting reference A50SP or call into your local branch 

quarterly bonus (based on your minimum balance for 

or fill in the coupon below. 

the quarter). 

on top of that if you need access to your money 

0800 174 635 


Tesrt 

Nationwide 


Direct line 

Wool with 
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7.60% 
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IfABBEy NATIONAL* 

Because life's complicated enough. 


may OeaUe to register withe to itteire imerest grass; otherwise It will be paid m of ireonie tax a( the prexrlM rate. Bates mw 

batonen al the a«ta.r rtoM eta tell bnlnw C701K. Ih, ,r a 0 ^ , ^ D ™ t5tment * » * IW* 


each guanei that the batanw ol the account do ei not tall bekw €2000. ihe Compounded Annual Hate (CA-B.) b the equinlaii annual moss ^ > . tT" . m 

qua Hedy, was aedlted to the account This acrornl is not svadabte to lesWents ofthe isle ol Man a the channel islands. To assist us hi bnonwino ^ adllBWl WHe5t * h P 3 ^ 
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Please complete and send to: Abbey National Oiiect Postal Atcoent Centre, Freepost K 1890, PO Box 422, Belfast BTZ 7Bfi 
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Postcode-. 
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Phone number: (Davilmei 


Dace of birth, ■ 


Please find attached my chetpre for £ to Invest In the Abbey National Bonus Poslal Account o. send me luuher informai.cn. Q K9/GKP 
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The cu ***"ency of love 

On St V^lerrtinp'Q rw. 
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On St Valentine's Day « 

John; Andrew takes a 

break from his regular T™™ 1 a °° 

stock market column in 

this section to look art; the H^gngected My link between 

i .r , , p^ency and motion, it is interest- 

value Of old tokens Of ^ 1° C3t P* ore if there is any con- 

rr . . S? 0 " b ! tWeen and love. 

affection. Old records reveal that there is in- 

oeed such an association, 
j^cording to Addy’s Folk Tales 
THERE are some strange notions ^^P™**** 0 ™, published in 1893, 
about the force of money. Thke Liza Y^^g^onAMaDowsDay 
Minnelli's tongue-in-cheek hit son* of rosemary and a 

from the film Cabaret, Money makes under their pillows 

the world go round . Gilbert and ^ ™ ^ey mght dream of their fu- 

SuIfivBnhadadiffermSZ 

the, claiming that it really is lave that . wur . mrcestors seemed to have an 
makes the world goround Spend obsess ^ n ^th crooked or bent 
thrifts occasionally attempt tojus- 

tify then expenditure by remaririn*- oitT * 1 a j crooked and eventu- 

u Coins are round so thw go rouncT Si * c 5 ooked six P eDCe - Why 
J tuUDQ - had the com been vandalised? 


it is most likely to have been 
dropped by a courting couple, for it 
was the custom up until the early 
1 8th centuiy for lovers to exchange 
bent coins. It is unlikely they believed 
that a crooked coin assumed 
amuletic properties, but by bending 
it the “love token” could easily be 
identified and therefore not acci- 
dentally spent. 

The earliest mention of a “col- 
lection” of coins in Britain refers to 
bent or “bowed” pieces. Tbe 1512 
WQ] of Sir Edward Howard reads: 
“I bequeath him my rope of bowed 
nobles - containing 300 angels”. 
Nobles or angels were gold coins 
which circulated for a third of a 
pound. Although we know nothing 
of Sir Edward's exploits, it is safe to 
conclude that he was not a coin 

collector. 

One of the quaintest references 
to coins and love is found in the Taller 
for 11 November 1710. An essay 
entitled The Adventures of a Shilling 


traces the birth of a talking ingot 
from a silver mine in Peru to its rein- 
carnation as a Queen Anne shilling. 
It then follows its life as a coin of the 
realm. 

At one point the animated 
shilling tells of a Recruiting Sergeant, 
who “sacrificed me to his pleasures 
and made use of me to seduce a mOk- 
raaid. The wench bent me and gave 
me to her sweetheart applying more 
property than she intended the usual 
form of, To my love and from my 
love” 1 . 

With the mechanisation of the 
coining process, thicker coins were 
produced and bending money for 
love tokens was no longer practical. 

Thousands of bent old coins have 
survived the years, forgotten 
memories of previous loves. Al- 
though interesting, collectors seek 
coins which have not been bent and 
such love tokens are of no com- 
mercial value. 

However, there is a demand for 
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the monetary love tokens that 
followed the bending craze. Worn 
coins of the period 1 760- 1S0Q, were 
frequently engraved with names, 
monograms and typical symbolism 
of love such as a knot or Cupid's 
arrow. 

Most of those which have sur- 
vived are the work of early 19th 
century hands. For example, there 
is a flat disc, previously an 18th cen- 


tury copper corns, which is in- 
scribed on the obverse, Peter 
Hart aged 23, Transported for 
seven years, August 1833”, while 
the reverse bears these heart- 
breaking lines: 

•'When this you see Remember me 
And bear me in your mind 

Let all the world say what they will 
Don t prove to me unkind " 
Daniel Fearon of Bonhams Coin 


Decent advises that an average 

montuiy copper com engraved 
with a love theme is worth about £25, 

while outstanding examples will sell 

for £65 or more. 

However, any specimen with a 
love and transportation theme could 

be worth up to £1.000 as these^ 

keenly sought m AWta to- The 
more heart rending the verse, the 
higher the price- 


Don t go overboard on equities 

Past dividend yield & future forecasts 



THE 

JONATHAN 

DAVIS 

COLUMN 


0 It is a brave man who is prepared 
to stick his bead above the para- 
pet and try to predict the future 
course of market returns. For 
anyone frying to do some serious 
long-term investment p lanning , 
however, the exercise must be un- 
dertaken. The most important 
criterion to adopt is to make sure 
that the assumptions you make 
are: (i) consistent with each oth- 
er; and (5) based on realism. 

I make no excuse, therefore^ 
for returning to ^ Barclays Cap- 
ital gOt-equity study mentioned 
last week. As with equities gen- 
erally. which reward those who 
take the risk of owning them with 
handsome returns over time, 
the author of the Barclays study, 
its markets and strategy expert 
Michael Hughes, is weB paid for 
■^sticking his neck out and pre- 
dicting how the next 10 years 
might turn out. 

So I make no apology for 
putting Michael's neck on the 
block again in public. Ayear ago 
he correctly made the point that 
while the stock market looked 
overvalued on all conventional 
valuation models, that in itself 
was no reason to believe that it 
< would not continue to do well at 
! least for a time. 

At the time, he was criticised 

1 in some quarters for his bullish 
view, partly on the grounds that 
3S he worked for a broking firm 

'. j .(BZW). he would be bullish 
■ vabout equities, wouldn't he? 

; Fair enough, I suppose, but as we 
now know, it turned out to be an 

« excellent call, with 1997 anotb- 
; er starring year for both shares 


Ten years 
begdaiog 

DMdaBd 

YWd* 

1 Beal 
DMdend 
BTDMtii ralo 

IntMofl 


TbU 

Bpfly 

Return 

nsk 

premtam 

Total 

Bead 

Return 

Dec. 27 
Dbc .37 
Dec.47 
Dec.57 

Dec. 67 
Dec.77 
Dec.87 

4£ 

4.6 

45 

6.3 

42 

5.4 

4.4 

2.6 

-1.4 

1.0 

3.7 

-2.9 

42 

3.0 

-0.5 

2.B 

4.8 

Z.8 

11J 

8.0 

4.5 

2.6 

2.1 

1.9 

95 

5.6 

14.9 

10.6 

mm 

0.9 

2.7 

8.9 

11.1 

32 

7.9 

3.9 

6.7 

4.1 

-1.7 

3.6 

8.0 

12.9 

11.7 


Planning forecasts 1998-2007 

DivMrad Red i 

Yield (%) Dividend 

(Bad 97) Growth 


AM % pa (other than dividend yield) 


*{%) lor dividend yields a beglnrtnQ ol period 


Capital 

ntecMlM 
if Equates 

7.0 


and gflts. This year, with Barclays 
having sold BZW, at least the ac- 
cusation that Michael mi ght be 
talking the book of his equity 
salesmen is one that can no 
longer be reasonably held against 
him! 

Yet, as I indicated last week, 
he is still in fundamentally op- 
timistic vein. He believes, as do 
I, that gilts will continue to be- 
come relatively more attractive 
as jui Juwagtment class: their., 
rerating vis-hMs equities will 
continue. He sees yields on gilts 
reverting to something closer to 
their level before the great in- 
flation horrors of the 1970s (5- 
6 per c eat), and the yield ratio 
(the yield on gQts as a multiple 
of the yield od shares) falling 
from its current level (around 
2.0) to 15 or less. 

He projects gilts producing a 
total return of &5 per cent a year 
over the nest 10 years - less in 
nominal terns than the last two 
decades, but a still handsome 6 JO 
per cent ayear in real terms. This 
is a powerful argument for in- 
dudmg a higher proportion of gilts 
in any investor’s portfolio today 
than would have been sensible in 
the past 20 years. As tbe table 
shows, it b tbe assumptions about 
equity returns which look more 
suspect. Tbe dividend yield on the 
market at tbe start of this year ( 33 
per cant) is lower than at the start 
of all the previous 10-year peri- 
ods covered by the table. 

History suggests that a divi- 
dend yield in this range is likely 
to be followed ty a period of am- 
ative real returns over five years 


and only a marginally positive 
real return over the next 10 
years. Yet the Barclays Capital 
study suggests that equities are 
capable of continuing to appre- 
ciate in value by 7.0 per cent a 
year and generate a total return 
(including dividends) of 105 per 
cent a year. 

That certainty looks ambitious 
and requires special circum- 
stances to justify iL One obvious 
one is the sec ular d e cline m m- 
flation that we have seen since 
tbe mid 1980s. In real terms, if 
yon project inflation of 25 per 
centayear, as Baidaysdoes, then 
105 per centayear equity returns 
are not out of line with past ex- 
perience. It equates to real cap- 
ital appreciation of 45 per cent 
per annum (7-0 per cent minus 
25 per cent) - which is actually 
fractionally lower than the post- 
war average of 45 per cent per 
annum. Another underlying as- 
sumption you need to arrive at 
such an outcome is that compa- 
nies will continue to be able to 
generate and retain the much 
higher proportion of GDP that 
they have achieved so far this 
decade. 

Michael Hughes a dmits that 
this may be optimistic, but argues 
that it is not impossible in the cur- 
rent environment of low inflation 
and increasing globalisation. He 
also has some interesting statis- 
tics about the age profile of the 
country. As we all know from the 
“pensions timebomb”, the pro- 
portion of the population aged 
over 55 is set to reach a record 
level in the next 15 years. If past 
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precedent is any guide, this 
should result in a fundamental 
shift in the growth of savings, 
which in turn could provide a 
fundamental shift in the valua- 
tion of both gilts and equities. 

Put all these forces together, 
and what you have, conceivably, 
is a set of circumstances which 
could justify a continued period 
of good performance from 
Glares, alongside a relative return 
to favour by gilts. Of course, there 
are a lots of ifc and buts - war, 

inflation, rfaflaritv i are al) threat^ 

So too is the possibility that 
there wfll come a political back- 
lash against large company prof- 
itability from tax-starved 
governments. Michael Hughes' 
point is that within the con- 
straints of the long run histori- 
cal averages, valuation 
parameters can and do change 
for quite long periods of time. 

We need to be alive, he ar- 
gues, to tbe possibility that the 
era we are faring is a genuinely 
unprecedented one, in which 
the savings rate soars, corporate 
profits re main strong and infla- 
tion is restrained for another 
decade. Too good to be true? 
One of the defining characteris- 
tics of the top of a bull market, 
goes an old saying, is its ability 
to “draw in higher intellects”. My 
view remains that it is more pru- 
dent to assume a less rosy out- 
come and hope to be pleasantly 
surprised rather than aim too 
high and be brought crashing 
down. The message is: stay in- 
vested in equities, but don’t go : 
overboard. 
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So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain's best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon, call 0500 11 66 22 now or visit 
our website at www.LandG.com 
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NEW MORTGAGES with 
some providers will now 
amount W i per cent less than 
the week before - without any 
change in interest rates. How 
, did this happen? 

> It began with an an- 

'■ s.' nouncementfrom Halifax that 

' c . : r it was nbolisJung charges for 
mortgage indemnity insurance 
7 for loans worth up to 90 per 
cent of the value of the house 
.1- This week, Woolwich and 

•>: NafWest Mortgage Services 

- * • 4n«VljkH Hi - 


cut their premiums 


indemnity charges for loans up 
to 90 per cent, while Northern 
Rock did so for loans up to 85 
percent 

Charges for mortgage in- 
demnity insurance (or guaran- 
tees, also known as MIGs) are 
not trivial. For a 9Q per cent loan 
on a house worth £100,000, 
borrowers with Halifax paid 
./ j^£l,020 to indemnify the mort- 
gage. 

Hie interest on this premi- 
um rolls up as long as the cus- 
tomer hangs on to the loan, 
which means a borrower with a 
25-year loan would pay £&50 a 
month at current interest rates. 
Over the life of the loan, this 
would amount to £ 2 , 55 0. 

lb its critics, Halifax’s move 
was a belated response to a 
long-running scandal in the 
housing market, known to some 
as the “mortgage protection 
racket”. The nub of the criticism 
is: who exactly is being indem- 
nified, and against what? Does 
the customer truly realise what 
is being paid for? 

Mortgage indemnity is al- 
most exceptional in the insnr- 
jjtance industry in that the 
* customer is compelled on pain 
of not getting a mortgage to in- 
sure the lender against incu rring 
a loss if be or she defaults. The 
premium, which is usually 
added to the mortgage, covets 
the risk that a slump in the 
housing market forces the 
lender to repossess and sell 
the house for less than the 
value of the loan. . 

Cribcsattadc the practiceon 
several fipnts. The ride, they say, 
should be the company’s, not 
the customer’s. If the lender has 
to pass it on, it should build it 
into the rate it offers. Second, 
the leader typically takes a cut 
of the premium in commission 
for “selling if to the borrower. 
When the premium is added to 
. the loan, the lender is making 
interest on commission it has 
' itself earned, for persuading the 
customer to protect not the 
customer but the lender. 

Third, mortgage indemnity 



Too little, too late? Some lenders have criticised the Halifax for acting on MIGs sooner 


premiums rose sharply when the 
housing slump came in the 
early 1990s. But now that the 
housing slump has largely re- 
covered, the p remiums charged 
have barely come down. More- 
over, lenders typically use just 
one insurer and do not shop 
around. 

Fourth, a premium which 
was charged to indemnify the 
lender for the life of the loan - 
up fo25 years— can go to waste 
if scuheonc moves or, remort- 
gages. -Another premium be- 
comes payable on a new loan. 
Fifth, the premium is possibly 
the most expensive single pre- 
mium insurance policy on the 
market A premium of £1,000 
on a £100,000. 90 per cent 
mortgage means that if the 
house’s value fells by £20,000, 
the premium has only covered 
a risk of losing £10,000. Hardly 
value for money. 

But what has made most 
consumers angry is that they 


work against the customer. The 
housing slump in the early 
1990s meant lenders were not 
covered for the whole of their 
loss on defaulted mortgages. In- 
surers, concerned with their 
own underwriting margins, be- 
came stricter with claims, lb 
rfntm successfully, lenders were 
forced to show they had tried 
their best to get the money bade 
from the borrowers. 

Departments were set up to 
.trace borrowers, who, believing 
their MIG protected them 
against the slump, were sud- 
denly landed, out of the blue, 
with bills for thousands of 
pounds. Thousands are still 
being pursued. 

Did customers realise what 
they were buying? Chris French, 
managing director of Kensing- 
ton Mortgages, which has never 
charged for mortgage indem- 
nity, said: “Before we set up in 
1995, 1 worked for a long time 
for other building societies. No 


one ever told me that mortgage 
indemnity guarantees didn’t 
cover the customer. All the 
people I’ve known in the in- 
dustry, to a man, said they 
weren't aware of it either. We 
all believed it did cover the 
customer. The poor old cus- 
tomer pays out for something 
and doesn’t get anything back.” 

Cheltenham & Gloucester, 
together with other lenders in- 
cluding Mortgage Express, 
Direct Line. Coutts & Co, 
Hinkley & Rugby and Scottish 
Widows Bank, believe the scan- 
dal is such that Halifax's move, 
however honourable, is too 
little, too late. 

C&G has, since 1994, abol- 
ished mortgage indemnity for all 
loans - not just those under 90 
per cent of the house value. This 
has saved 125,000 borrowers 
over £400 each, or £50m. Roger 
Burden, C&G’s managing 
director, said: “It has taken 
Halifax over three years to 


follow our lead - and the move 
is, in reality, an attempt to 
restore its market share. Fur- 
thermore, Halifax is only scrap- 
ping MIGs for lower risk 
customers and not across the 
board." 

Halifax retorts that C&G 
offers few loans over 90 per cent 
of the house value, where the 
risk to the lender is much 
greater. Protection is a cost to 
the lender which will be passed 
on, in higher rates if not else- 
where. 

Rising housing markets have 
helped the decision by Halifax, 
Woolwich and Northern Rock. 
It is now much less likely they 
will lose money on repossessing 
a bouse. But it should be noted 
that most loans over 90 per cent 
still carry a charge for mongage 
indemnity. First-time buyers 
should read any small-print 
carefully, all the mare so if they 
are borrowing more than 90 per 
cent of a home’s value. 


Mortgage Indemnity Guarantees (MIGs) 


Maximum Loan 
with no MIG, % 
so 
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Looking for the potential to make your savings grow. Take 
a look at the Scottish Widows Premier Savings Plan. It’s a 
with profits endowment, plan that’s designed to turn an 
affordable monthly saving Into a substantial lamp sum In 
any time from ten to twenty years. 

Over the last ten years, we have adnewed an average ftuzr. wuw^«r— 

growth of up to 9.45S>a. - if a man aged 24 had started saving pLUS£I5 warth of Marks *.Spencer 

£50 a monthten years ago, today he could be receiving a coders when jou sum 

cheque for £9,7721' You can save from £50 a month from ten 

up to twenty years. So If you want to make your savings wort 
harder, find out more today. 


yours FREE 

WHEN YOU REPLYI 

This degont pea and pendl set is 
yours fREE when you find out more 
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8/PEP SURVEY 


Wrap up your investments 


You have two tax years 
left before the arrival 
of ISAs in which you 
can invest in a PER 
David Prosser looks at 
some of the top funds 


DECIDING TO take advantage of 
personal equity plans (PEPs) is one 
thing. Actually finding the best ones 
is another matter altogether. There’s 
a bewildering array of plans on offer 
and, in the run up to the end of the 
tax year in April, dozens of PEP man- 
agers will launch noisy advertising 
campaigns in an effort to persuade 
you to part with your cash. 

To separate the wheat from the 
chaff, you need to be sure that you 
know what you're doing. Remember, 
in itself a PEP is not an investment, 
it’s merely a wrapper which you can 
put round other investments in or- 
der to avoid paying tax on the income 
and capital gains they produce. 

To compare all managed PEPS in 
one exercise would be confusing. 
Different funds invest in different types 


of assets. And some types of PEP are 
more risky than others for investors, 
particularly in die shorter tom. So you 
need to deride which sectors of the 
market most interest you. 

Among investment trusts, you 
hareariK^offivemainsectCMxUK 
capital growth, UK income growth, 
UK general, UK smaller companies 
and continental Europe - plus a 
handf ul of more specialist overseas 
ones, into which a maximum of £1500 
may be invested as part of a PEP. 

There are six main unit trust sec- 
tors that will interest investors look- 
ing to hold their lull £6,000 PEP 
allowance in a fund which buys UK 
or European equities. Most index 
tracking unit trusts are in the UK 
growth and income sector. 

The benefit of dividing unit and 
investment trusts into sectors is that 
you can compare like with like when 
it comes to choosing a fluid 

Two factors which are above any- 
thing else when it comes to making 
a decision on which fond to choose 
are charges and performance, with 
the latter being the most crucial. 

All financial advisers and 
investment professionals warn in- 
vestors that past performance is not 
necessarily a guide to the future. But 
that does not mean that you shouldn't 


study past performance. The key is 
to know what to look for. Most man- 
agers can point to at least one peri- 
od when they did particularly well, 
however short, and they’ll obviously 
do this in their advertising material. 
What you should be looking for is con- 
sistently good, long-term perfor- 
mance figures, five years or more. 

In addition, Jonathan fry, of 
Guildford-based adviser and in- 
vestment manager Premier Fund 
Managers, says: ’'Rather than sim- 
ply looking at a snapshot of five-year 
performance, we like to look for 
funds which have produced top 
quartiie performance over the past 
one, three and five years”. 

Equally though, when you have 
identified funds with the lop past per- 
formance records, don't presume 
that the run of success will inevitably 
continue. Among the tests you 
should cany out, enquire whether the 
fund manager responsible for past 
successes is still with the company. 
Many top performers rely on the 
stock picking abilities of individual 
managers rather than employing a 
team investment approach. 

Also, watch out for funds that 
have got significantly larger in a short 
space of time. A sudden influx of 
large amounts of new money can of- 


ten prevent a manager from doing 
as well as he has previously. It can 
take time to research and invest in 
good quality stocks and shares. 

Clearly, charges are important. 
Every penny yon pay in fees to a PEP 
manager is a penny not being invest- 
ed an your behalf, as we orplain else- 
where. If you're asked to pay an initial 
chugs of more than 5 per cent of your 
investment, car an annual char ge of 
over L5 per cent, ask the providerwtay. 

Charges are particularly impor- 
tant with index-tracking funds. Here 
performance isn’t an issue aslong as 
the manager gets tracking right 
The fund moves up and down in line 
with the market index which it is 
designed to follow. 

The good news is that most of foe 
index trackers have very low charges. 

The cheapest, the trackers nm by Le- 
gal & General, Dresdner, M&G, Fi- 
delity and River & Mercantile, all 
levy no initial fee and an annual 
charge of less than 1 per cent. 

There are cp-Ttnin funds that do 
stand out In the unit trust market 
these indude Newton Foundation, 
Perpetual Income, Schroder UK 
Equity (all in the UK growth and in- 
come unit trust sector), Schroder UK 
Enterprise (UK equity growth), GT 
Income, Morgan Grenfell Equity In- 


come (both UK equity income). 
Gartmore UK Smaller Companies 
(UK smaller companies) and Jupiter 
European (Europe). 

Good performing investment trust 
PEPS include Fleming Oaverbouse 
(UK general), Fleming Enterprise. 
Schroder UK Growth (UK capital 
growth), Henderson’s TR European 
Growth, Gartmore European Growth 
(Europe) mid Gartmore Smaller 
Companies (smaller companies). 

Picking investment trusts, howev- 
er, is a little more complicated than 
finding the best unit trusts. Investment 
trusts’ share prices often trade at a dis- 
count to foe value of the investments 
they hold, that is they are below net 
ygyivshv^ making foils fcftn addition**! 
factor to consider when packing funds. 


Drainer. 0171-956 6600. Fidday: 01732 
36U44. Fleming: 0171-382 8989. Cart- 
more: 0171-782 2000, GT: 0171-710 
4567, Henderson: 0171-110 4100. Jupiter 
0171-314 4900, Legal & General: 0171- 
528 6200, M&G: 0171-626 4588. Morgan 
Grenfell: 0171-256 7500. Newton: 0171- 
3329000, Perpetual: 01491 417000. RN- 
er& Mercantile: 0171-405 7722. Schroder 
0171-6586000. 



David Prosser is features editor of Foreign potential: you can invest in European^u^t^^^ Lewjs 


Should you PEP up your portfolio before ISAs arrive? 


As the Individual Savings Account looms 
next year, Dido Sandler considers 
vvhether PEPs are still worth investing in 
for another 12 months 


WHILE BOTH PEPs and Tes- 
sas, a tax-free deposit account, 
shelter your funds from in- 
come tax, PEPs also protect in- 
vestments from capital gains 
tax (CGT). But the Govern- 
ment wants to attract an 
additional raft of new smaller 
savers and investors and will 
soon be launching the Indi- 
vidual Savings Account (ISA) 
as the new savings vehicle in 


succession to the two current 
schemes. 

From April 1999, the ISA 
will allow £5,000 of invest- 
ments a year per individual, 
£1,000 of which may be made 
up of savings deposits and a fur- 
ther £1,000 of life assurance. 
Certain National Savings 
accounts may also be included. 

If current proposals get the 
go-ahead, existing PEP In- 


vestors will be able to transfer 
funds over to ISAs, and thus 
preserve their exemption from 
tax, but with an upper limit of 
£50,000. 

Holders of Tfessas will be 
able folly to fund their ac- 
counts and keep them through 
to the end of the five-year 
term, if the account is started 
before April 1999. The capital 
from maturing Tfessas may be 


A PEP that respects 
nature’s assets, 
not just yours 


With our new UK Ethical PEP, your 
money will be invested in companies 
seen to be making a positive 
contribution to society and not in 
those viewed as having a harmful 
effect on the world. You also stand 
to benefit from amongst the lowest 
charges around and the expertise 
of a fund management team with 
a record of success in the UK equity 
market And whether you want to 
invest a lump sum or start a regular 
savings plan, you'll receive a 1% 
discount if you apply now. So why 
not consult your DFA or call us today? 

0800 33 33 54 
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Investment has never been simpler 
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switched into the ISA if the 
account's total capital remains 
within the overall £50,000 
limit. 

The relatively low limit for 
PEP transfers has provoked 
uproar among the investment 
community. Clive Scott-Hop- 
kinK, director of independent fi- 
nancial advisers Towry Law 
Financial Services, accuses the 
Government of “unfair retro- 
spective legislation”. 

Many blame the Treasury hr 
punishing those who have been 
thrifty over the years, having the 
foresight to build up a sizeable 
tax-free nest egg. The Treasury 
believes 200000 to 300,000 will 
be caught by the ISA cap on the 
maximum transfer. But Mr 
Scott-Hopkins says: “By the 
April 1999 the number could be 
considerably higher if the stock 
market continues its upwards 
drive. The FTSE 100 has risen 
by some 12 per cent since the 
beginning of the year.” 

The Treasury has been sub- 
ject to intense lobbying by 
financial trade associations and 
PEP providers to lift both the • 
upper transfer limit and the life- 
time cap of £50,000 on capital 
that any individual can put 
into ISAs. We will not know if 
the Government will take note 
of this until the Budget on 17 
March, when the Chancellor. 
Gordon Brown, is expected to 
confirm details of the ISA 
rules. 

Anyone with investments 
significantly below the £50,000 
limit should probably go ahead 
and continue to use their annual 
PEP allowance, as they have lit- 
tle to fear from the introduction 
of the ISA. Before parting with 
your money, you should, how- 
ever, check with your PEP man- 
ager to see if they are planning 
to levy any charges for transfer 
from PEPs to ISAs next year. 


Most of die leading manage- 
ment groups such as Fidelity 
and M&G will make no charge 
for this. 

“Individuals near or above 
the £50,000 level with their ex- 
isting PEP portfolio may want 
to wait until after the Budget 
before deciding whether to use 
up their this year’s allowance,” 
says Mr Scott-Hopkins. “There 
will be a window of opportunity • 
between 18 March and 5 April, 
the end of the tax year, to pur- 
chase a PEP if they wish.” 

If the proposed limit docs 
not change, he advises that 
lower-rate taxpayers may not 
find it so attractive to buy PEPS 
as opposed to other invest- 
ments. Most investment mists 
and a number of unit trusts have 
lower annual charges- than those i . 
imposed by PEP managers for., 
running their schemes. • 

But Paul Boni, investment 
director of independent finan- 
cial advisers Berry Birch & 
Noble, says: “Whatever the 
outcome of the Chancellor's de- 
liberations for individuals with 
sizeable PEP holdings, they 
should ensure they buy their 
1997/98 quota. PEPs* capital 
gains tax-exemption may be- 
come more valuable, post-Bud- 
ge t, and PEPs can often be 
cheaper than the unit trusts that 
underlie them ” 

Many of the large PEP 
providers have initial charges of 
around 3 per cent compared 
with 5 per cent if people invest 
straight into underlying unit 
trusts. If the worst comes to the 
worst, and Gordon Brown is in- 
transigent on the £50,000 
transfer sum. one strategy 
would be to keep income stocks 
within the ISA, with any growth 
stocks outside the account. 

This would be sensible be- 
cause 99 per cent of the popu- 
lation have no CGT liability. 


And those with CGT to pay 
may be able to “bed-and-break- 
fastT their holdings, that is to . 
sell and buy them back within 
the tax year, thereby diminish- 
ing their tax liability. Any such 
moves would depend on the 
post-March CGT rules. This 
strategy could be stymied if. for 
example, the Government 
dropped the individual al- 
lowance CGT allowance from 
the current £6,500, below which 
individuals pay no tax. 

Meanwhile, PEP providers, 
worried that the uncertainty 
over the investment vehicle’s fu- 
ture will put off investors, are 
trying to make products as at- 
tractive as they possibly can. 
Royal & Sun Alliance, 
Gartmore, Perpetual and a 
number of others, -have an- 
nounced special discount offers 
to anyone taking out a PEP with 
them before the end of the tax 
year. Others, including Legal & 
General and Schroders, are 
stating that they will probably 
join them. 

Many firms are guarantee- 
ing existing customers that not 
only will they be able to convert 
their PEPs to ISAs free of 
charge, but if the £50,000 lim- 
it is retained, they will also strip 
the PEP wrapper off unit trusts 
or investment trusts for free. In 
other words, they will not im- 
pose any exit charge if the PEP 
is unwound rather than being 
transferred. 


jfr 


Berry Birch & Noble VI 905 G 
775333; Gartmore 0800 38933$' 
Fidelity 0800 4141 71;Legal & -■ 
General 0500 11662% M&G ; 
01245 390390; Perpetual QU^-i 
416123; Royal & Sun Affianced 
0500 111333; Town Law 0345^ 

868244. v "rtf: 


Dido Sandler writes for ‘Firwrt-\~ 
cial .Adviser’ 


TOP PEP 
DISCOUNTS 


m 






K 


FORTHE 

SAVIN 


SUP TO 


r 1* 


I 


UP TO 

100% INITIAL COMMISSION DISCOUNT 

PLUS ANY PEP PROVIDER DISCOUNT 


I 


NO HANDLING FEES 


| far f urther detaib of cur Exe cution o nly Mr vice mi FREE Pnxluct hfommhn 

i Financial Discounts 
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contact. 


S-SSS- 


FREEPOST • ALTON 
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FREEPHONE: 0500 498 477 


\ 


e.ma.I. fdd@d«al. pipex.com web: hctp://ww w fi narw .^ t 

RavkibI Discounts Direct is a division of Alton RnancaJ Services which 1 anclat-dlSCOUntS.COxUlrJ 
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A PEP should be considered as a long-term investment and „ "Z 7 — -'1 
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^Trackers have shown spectacular 







AN EBULLIENT market in the 
wake of the Labour election 
victory, a~ bull run on the US 
ma^it'andinCTeased corporate 
activity; particularly among 
bankSi have sent the shares of 
theJnigbtest and biggest coro- 


ar retur ns in the past year but warns Juliet Oxborrow, investors should now spread 

track of the growth markets 

1 =3 £Es= BUyiOJ Jd QM 


their holdings 


i 


One- of the best ways to 
acce^ /this 1 growth has been 
through 1 tracker funds. These 
areTtowj=oost unit and investment 
trust* which minor the growth 
m ai^ itfarket index by buy- 
ing its constituent shares. 

Over the year to the end of 
1997, trackers like the Direct 
Line’s FTSE 100 tracker, the 
HSBC Fbotsie Fund and Marks 
& Spcncer lOO Companies re- 
turned around 22 per cent. 
Tins compared with an average 
for all UK- invested unit trusts 
of around 12 per cent, and 
deaxly outpaced the 3 per cent 
average growth for interna- 
tionally invested funds. 

But financial advisers warn 
that the UK may oot yield so 
much treasure from here on in. 

, .{The UK is looking reaDy over- 
iHdued oow," says Alastair Con- 
. way, of London independent 
financial advisers Clark Conway. 
“Investors should almost cer- 
tainly be diversifying into other 
markets, particularly continen- 
tal Europe where potential 
growth is far greater.” 

This view is reflected in the 
funds topping the performance 
league tables. The tables in the 
spring 1 998 issue of What PEP 
magazine are dominated by 
funds investing in continental 
Europe (see table). Shares 
there are being bolstered by a 
benign interest-rate environ- 
ment and the fact companies are 
striving to increase profitability 
in time for monetary union. 

Funds investing in smaller 
g M K companies are also gar- 
nering more interest now the 
mighty corporations of the 
FTSE 100 are looking pricey. 

. Gartmore UK Smaller Com- 
panies is the top-performing 
. “PEPpable" smaller company 
unit trust over five years, lb the 
beginning of this month, it has 
posted a return of just over 281 
per cent, compared with an 
average five-year return for 
PEPunit trusts of 197 per cent. 

Some smaller company in- 
vestment trusts have done even 


j^^panly because their return 
P-Bhed up ^increased 

“WSIOT demand for their shares. 

well as the performance of 
^underlying investments. 

T=nr 3reS “ * Colonial 

“teipnse, a venture capital & 
development investment trust 
have chalked up a staggering 
per cent growth ewer five 
while Invesco English & 
international investment trust, 
which invests across a wide 
spread of mostly UK smaller 
C0I hPanifis, has returned 434 per 

cent to PEP investors. 

Even so, advisers like Alas- 

dair Conway still believe at 
least half of any PEP investor’s 
UK. exposure should be in 
larger companies. “Companies 
hke Marks & Spencer are very 
stable and they are the first ones 
to bounce back. If the market 
gets nervous, they are less af- 
fected,” he reasons. 

Amanda Davidson, of inde- 
pendent financial advisers 
Holden Meehan agrees. She 
says: “We particularly like the 
Schroder Enterprise unit trust 
because it has a good mix of 
British companies, even if it has 
become more oriented to 
smaller companies recently.” 

Both Alasdair Conway and 
Amanda Davidson recommend 
growth seekers to spread their 
PEP among different markets. 
Conway suggests, for example, 
that of the £6,000 PEP al- 
lowance, £3,000 should go into 
the UK, £1,500 into continen- 
tal Europe and the rest in what 
he terms “something more 
exotic such as emerging markets 
in general or, for those willing 
to take a long-term view, the 
currently troubled markets of 
Japan and the Far East”. 

Young, developing stock 
markets such as Latin America 
and the Far East can offer very 
dynamic returns but to ride 
out events such as the crisis cur- 
rently hitting the Far East you 
need to take a long-term view, 
say at least five-years. 

For those interested, Alasdair 
Conway recommends looking at 
investment houses such as 
Schroder, Fterpetual and Fidelity. 

“The advantage of using 
these management groups is 
that they also have good UK and 
European funds. So if things get 
a bit jittery you can move easily 
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Look to diversify: K you want to invest in Japanese markets take a long-term view 

into safer markets without hav- 
ing to switch your PEP to a dif- 

“ n „"rrepS 

who want investment thrills 
without the spills have a grow- |||H|||| 

Lag number of options. 

Protected unit trusts, such as 
the Lloyds Bank Safety First 
Fund and NatWcst Safeguard 
Fund, aim to limit losses in the 
event of a stock market melt- 
down by setting a floor on their 
fund’s selling prices. Others 
guarantee to return all or most 
of your original investment at 
the end of feed length of time, 
even if the market falls. RHrMife 


Juliet Oxbonow is editor of 'W'hai 
PEP" magazine 


If Peter Piper 
picked a PEP 

with PEP DM 
how many 

pounds would 

Peter Piper 
pocket! 

Loads. 

Top perfoming PEPs hove a habit of aflroding ^*9® 

companies and you could pay as much as “60 
on an investment of £6000. But notif you call us. 

We charge just one flat lee of £25, 
and return any buying commission to you, the investor. 
Why not save yourself some money? For a free ure, 
cr»H our freephone any day of the week. 

0800 413186 

PEPDIRECT" 

Hie UK's LARGEST Bat-fee PEP Ptmti** 

— a»"-» PB’DUtECT h the regWand PEP d**nB a™ ■* 

trad CYwi. Aivxiawi Ud. wfvi am IrximpTtkr* MSI 

Him R««iol AcMsan by f* 00 " 01 . 

■* "■ h eo s tM rt Authority. Fwe retimed tf no comr^suon 

ton cm U a » ri» "fir* Quortar 1 W 

The rePDMCr Team. Torquit Oartc A^cte lid. ff 31 6 ' 
K»hg% House, 5i. Johns Square,, VvWvodiampten WVX iw 


Result of £6,000 invested over two years 

Johnson Fry Slater Growth 

Johnson Fry UK Growth 


BEST-PERFORMING PEP ITst 

Bind Current value of £i 4100* 


BEST-PERFORMING PEP UNIT TRUSTSt BEST-PERFORMING PEP ITst 

Fund CunemvirtnettfM.QOii* Bind Current vahie of £1.000* 

Old Mutual European £3,204.94 Scottish National Capital Stores £7,550.00 

Jupiter European £3,184.01 Framington Dual Capital Shares £5,830.73 

Gartmore European Select Opportunities £3,035.19 Jos Holdings Capital Shares £5,304.88 

Invesco European Growth £3,028.67 Foreign & Colonial Enterprise £5,289.38 

.Jupiter Income £2,925.53 Fleming Income & Growth Capital Shares £4,581.07 

Foster Capital Growth £2,910.31 City of Oxford Ordinary Shares £4,376.45 

S&P Financial Securities £2,871.96 Gartmore Scotland Capital Shares £4,362.07 

Gartmore UK Smaller Companies £2,818.77 Invesco English & International £4,354.46 

Friends Provident European Growth £2,798.03 Henderson TR European Growth £4,322.37 

Invesco European Smdl Companies £2,795.31 Murray Split Capital Shares £3,973.68 

* F>i^ over flw yeant tran t 253 w T al henna ntanawl gross rt ax; im B«a fcrvwmart priw 

Source WW PEP maffatos/Staidml & Poort Mcrop*i 


Scottish National Capital Stares 
Framington Dual Capital Shares 
Jos Holdings Capital Shares 
Foreign & Colonial Enterprise 
Fleming Income & Growth Capital Shares 
City of Oxford Ordinary Shares 
Gartmore Scotland Capital Shares 
Invesco English & International 
Henderson TR European Growth 
Murray Split Capital Shares 
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Continental 
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£7,550.00 

£5,830.73 

£5,304.88 

£5,289.38 

£4,581.07 

£4,376.45 

£4,362.07 

£4,354.46 

£4.322.37 

£3,973.60 


The Johnson Fry 
PEP Challenge. 



0800 068 55 44 


Initiate: 
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Singer & 
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Quickly now: can you name any PEP managers with a reputation for performance? 

No prizes - and no surprises - if top names like Fidelity, Jupiter, Perpetual and Schroder 
come to mind. 

Now here’s the challenge. Think of another PEP manager with a stronger current record 
UK Equity unit trusts than any of them. 

The answer - as the table clearly demonstrates - is Johnson Fry. And the foil evidence 
is laid out for your perusal in our thought-provoking and unusually readable new PEP 
brochure, appropriately titled Test Against The Best’ 

Whatever you do, don't choose a PEP until you've 
read it For your copy, call us free on 0800 783 4343 I 
(our lines are open 24 hours a day), or return I I L( I 

the coupon. | I ^ | 

Johnson Fry 


0800 783 4343 


Johnson Fry Securities Limited, 20 Regent Street, London SW1Y 4PZ. Internet WWATOWjEAnsoBfiry.nLco.iik 


Please send me a copy of your Test Against The Best’ brochure. Return to Johnson Fry, FREEPOST, Bristol BS38 7FT Telephone 0800 783 4343. 

Title Name > . 

Address 

Postcode IN 14 Q 2 b 

Important Note - This advertisement is issued by Johnson Fry Securities Limited, regulated by SFA and a Member ofTheLondon Stock T^rtianpi Johnson Fry Slater Growth was launched on 


by 147.09*. 179.03*. 134.64*. 126394 and 123.04% respectively. Since launch on 11 October 1995 to 31 December 1997. Johnson Fry UK Growth has grown by 46.90* M 
31 December 1997 and are calculated on an offier-to-bid baas, gross income reinvested. Source: Reuters Hindsight The figures in the table have been rounded down to the nearest nraaid The 
value of units and the income (if any) fromfcm can go down as well as up and you may not get back fee amount you invested. Past perldimance is not a guide to future returns. Became of the 
mibal charge you may lose money if you withdraw m the early years. You should regard an investment in the Trusts as a kmg term investment Johnson Fry Slater Growth is HkeWto 
shares than is common in other emit trusts and may acquire shares In companies with relatively small market caoitalisationfi and which mavrwrlv r«.rfiw *tw» — - lgwgr 


uiciBiauiuici met. naa ™ u any nmols you soouiq 9eeK independent advice before investing. The mine of thf mmut 

PEP tax rrfiefe will depend on your mdividual arajmamce& A conadtabw paper recency issued fey the Government on the new Individual Savings Account OSMwS. if enacted to 
form, withdraw the tax reliefs available to PEPs from 5 October 1999. It is. however, proposed that PEPs and TE$SAs up to a vahie of £50.000pffSsm^S 

Data Protection Act 1984. Your name wfli be added to a mailing fist which may be used by us or associated companies to keen vou weB informed „f am , 

If you prefer not to receive such details, please tick the box □ companies seep you wen manned of any new and existing products. 
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LOOSE CHANCE 


You have decided which PEP you want But as Abigail Montrose explains, before you pay up 


_ read 0 n - it could save you pounds 


HSI Samuel a launching a Com- 
plete Investment Account aimed 
at maximising investors' exemp- 
tion from Capital Gains Tax. 
The initial charge is 4 per cent, 
with an average annual charge of 
U per cent. Call 0171 2033064. 


its own range of unit trusts until 
April 1998, Call 0131 3131000. 


Edinburgh Fund Managers is 

waiving initial cftn r g.es for PEP 
transfcrsfrom other managers into 


The Mortage Operation is of- 
fering a five-year foffid mortage 
pegged at 6,99 percent, with op- 
son of £1^300 as a cashback or 
£400 cashback, plus free valuation. 


How to pick up a plan 
on the cheap 


erenrx paid and a refund of ap- 
plication fees, Call 0171 5712400. 
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Don't let your retirement savings get 
eaten up by high charges. 

Our charges are among the lowest 
you can find and mean you could end 
up retiring 15 months earlier.* 

Call us now to find out how much 
money (and time) you could 
save with a Virgin Personal Pension. 


VIRTUALLY ALL PEP man- 
agers pay commission to the 
adviser or intermediary who 
sells then plans to investors. 
This is typically a 3 percent in- 
troductory commission, worth 
£180 on a £6,000 investment 
Competition is such, how- 
ever, that a number of the bro- 
kers and other intermediaries 
are now offering execution- 
only services, where you get no 
advice on which is best for you, 
but you do get a discount on the 
cost of buying your PEP 
Investors who go directly to 
the PEP provider may think 
they wfU avoid the commission 
charge, but in feet they do not 
- the manager is able to keep 
the commission for itself. 

Companies such as Harg- 
reaves Lansdown (0117-988 
9880) and PEPwise (0345- 
573277) charge no fee for in- 
vesting your money in a PEP 
and they fully refund any com- 
mission they receive. They 
make their living from any re- 
newal commission in later years, 
which can be 05 per cent or 
more. 


Otherdtacount brokers, such 
as The PEP Superstore (0171- 
351 6022), part of Chelsea 
Financial Services, will split the 
commission with customers. 
Some discounters, such as 
PEPDirect (0800413186), wfll 
refund ail commission to the 
customer but charge a £25 fee 
or so. 

Discount brokers are also 
able to give you any special deals 
which PEP providers may be 
offering. For example. Perpet- 
ual and CfrSdit Suisse are both 
offering a 2 per cent discount 
on their unit trust PEPs. 
PEPDirect will pass this directly 
on to customers. So on top of 
the 3 per cent commission 
refund, they would also receive 
the 2 percent discount from the 
PEP provider, 5 per cent in alL 

Discount brokers only offer 
refunds when they themselves 
receive commission. While 
most unit trust houses pay com- 
misskm, there are some notable 
exceptions, such as Equitable 
Life and Virgin. For their PEPS 
you will need to go direct. 

Where there are no initial 


charges on a unit trust PEP, it 
is unlikely there will be any 
commission paid to introducing 
agents. But there are exceptions. 
Legal & General for example, 
offers a unit trust PEP which 
tracks the All Share index and 
has no initial charge. 

Despite this, the manager 
still pays brokers and interme- 
diaries 0.75 per cent commission 
when they introduce business. 
Investors who invest £6,000 in 
this particular PEP through 
discount broker PEPwKe are re- 
funded the £45 commission 
plus the broker pays out an ex- 
tra£15. 

Few investment trust PEPs 
pay commission- If you want to 
invest in one of these you usu- 
ally have to go direct to the in- 
vestment trust company," says 
John Churn, technical support 
manager at PEPDirect The 
minority of investment trust 
PEP providers that do pay com- 
mission include Fidelity and 
Gartmore. When these are sold 
by a discounter, they will split 
any initial commission with the 
investor. 
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Bargain hunting: Discount brokers can be cheaper than buying direct 


Additionally, not all dis- 
count brokers offer corporate 
bond PEPs. Be prepared to 
phone round a few discounters 
pnrjl you find one that docs sell 
them. 

Some fond managers are 
starting to react to the dis- 
counters. Fidelity, for example. 


offers to match any deal a new 
investor or one of its existing 
direct clients is offered by a 
discount broker. You could try 
to see if other PEP providers 
will offer a similar deal. 

Before you commit yourself, 
find out what deal the dis- 
counters will offer you. Then 


call the PEP provider to see if 
they can match this and-offer »- 
additional services too.:- . ;• fw- 


Other discount brokers include 
PEP Shop (0115 9S2 5105), 
Seymour Sinclair (0171-935 
6445) and Elson Associates 
(0500691790). 


A beginner’s guide to selecting the right PEP 


Interested in 



direct 


managed, self-select 
or corporate plans? 
Tony Bonsignore 
looks the range of 
PEPs on offer 


Open nev^n days a week from 8 cit, to 


Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority. The price of units and any income Irani them can 


are recorded and randomly monitored. * Source: Savings Market, 
Autumn 1997. Figures based on monthly savings of £250 gross over 
20 years at 9% growth compared with tne highest charging provider. 


BY FAR the most popular type 
of PEP is the general REP. 
This can invest in a wide variety 
of different vehicles from col- 
lective investments such as unit 
trusts and investment trusts 
through to corporate bonds 
and ordinary company shares. 


The majority of general 
PEPs are linked to either unit 
trusts dr investment trusts. 
These are known as managed 
PEPs, and it this type of plan 
that you will see advertised 
most often in the money pages 
of the national newspapers and 
on roadside billboards. 

In a lot of these plans, the 
manager automatically invests 
all your money in a particular 
fond or investment trust. For in- 
stance, invest £6,000 in a L&G 
Index Tracker PEP and all that 
money, minus charges, will that 
be invested into the L&G 
Tracking fond. 

Some managed PEPs allow 
you to invest in a number of 


funds. An example of this is 
GTs Global Thematic Growth 
PEP, where 75 percent of your 
money will be invested in GTs 
UK Key Trends fund, with the 
remainder in the GT Global Dy- 
namic Theme fund. 

Most managers also offer a 
managed PEP that allows you 
to choose between a range of 
investments . run by that 
company. 

A less common type of 
general PEP is the corporate 
PEP, which invests the full 
£6,000 in one company’s shares. 
Usually intended to encourage 
share ownership among a firm’s 
employees, anyone can choose 
to invest in a corporate PEP. 


Bradford & Bingleyand Halifax 
both manage a large number of 
this type of PEP on behalf of a 
wide range of companies. 

For those wanting complete 
control over their PEP invest- 
ments, however, they should 
choose a self-select PEP. These 
are available from banks, stock- 
brokers and independent fi- 
nancial advisers. 

Self-select PEPs allow you to 
invest in whichever shares, unit 
trusts, investment trusts or 
corporate bonds you choose. 
But they are intended for ex- 
perienced investors only, given 
their higher dealing costs and 
the risk of picking the wrong 
stocks. 


Ian MIDward, investment 
jnqr lretipg piamgs r at Chase de 

Vere. says ‘‘We would advise 
most people to go into managed 
PEPs. The self-select PEP is 
only really suitable for the in- 
vestor who thinks he can out- 
perform the market But most 
armchair investors will not do 
as well because of the charges 
if nothing else.” 

The other main option is the 
single company PEP This allows 
you to invest in just one com- 
pany's shares up to a maximum 
of £3,000 each tax year. 

Some providers run “man- 
aged" single company PEPS, 
which decide which stock to 
invest in on your behalf. The 


main advantage of single com- 
pany PEPs is that they can sit 
on top of your general PEP 
entitlement This means you can 

invest up to a total of £9,000 in 
one tax year. 

To cash in on this, a couple { [ 
of groups, including HSBC, j 

have established companies on V y 
the Dublin stock exchange - '- 
which qualify as both general 
and single company PEPs. 

These are managed funds, but 
because they are listed on an 
European Union stock market 
they qualify for the single com- 
pany PEP. 


Tony Bonsig/iore writes for 
'‘Financial Adviser’ 
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The Index-Tracking PEP i 


WHAT MAKES 

LEGAL * GENERAL’S FTSE ALL-SHARE 
INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY? 


glance at the table will show that 


.-since its launch over two 


iWESTME.XI PERFORM 1 Y< E 

sixce i u xai 
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years ago - this Index-Tracking PEP 
from Legal & General has proved that 
it offers PEP investors superb value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share 




Index. This Index reflects the 


performance of the entire stock- 
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Feel the fteedom performance gives.’ 
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A classic around the worid, the Gartmore 
Global PEP. • 


Our choice of Top qqartile funds uxdudes*: ; 
American Emerging Growth Fahd r 1st 

European Selected Opportunities Fund 1st 
International Growth. Fund , _ 1st 

UK Capital Growth Fund ". ■ - V 1st 
UK Smaller Companies Fund , 1st 


Choice and flexibility at low cost from' the 
UK’s fifth hugest unit trust, company. . . 


The Gartmore Global PEP. 


j For a Gartmore Global PEP. brochure, return to: J 
i. Investor Services, Gartmore Investment limited, i 
| Ganmore House, PO Bax 65,16-18 Monument { 
\ Street, London EG3*8QQ. \ J 


j NAME 


S ADDRESS 


t COUNTY. 
Lmmbm* 


MI fcr > bradw(t 0800 73 1 3513 

Enudh bcip Hn e # g a* ta ionr.pum web: wwwifl-C*T«k/gartniore 


market, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perform aad lessen your 
return. In feet, a lump sum of £6 .000 
invested in the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth £.9,434* compared 
to just S8.738* in the average 
UK Income Si Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 
deducted, more of your 
money is invested at 
the outset for m aximum 
growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the 
value for money is outstanding. 

So moke the most of today's 
opportunities. For further details 
(Including information on our 
monthly saving option) call now 
or visit our web site at www. 
LandG.com 


The All-Share Tracking 
PEP that has performed the best 




Find out more non -phone free 0500 Jj 6622 
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Tri. No; Home 


Due of birth 
Td. Nu:Wark 


I If you already have any PEP Investment. pte»e tick here □ 

| Wff»terUnirT. Ml ^i > ah cwiriimmD „ .. 
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11/PERSONAL FINANCE 


SJjare in the benefits of 

collective share ownership 

* PEP ’ b “" “ "Induce many investors to the 

tSlwyesnoas ^° n8 Tljlfy P°°l"g their investments. Simon Read explains 




Sggresswe advertising from 
thejikes of. Virgin Direct and 
J^Qbave been rightly buying 
info unit trusts and investment 
[rats- but without necessarily 



v .The. simple reason is that 
collective investments are less 
ris^y than cfirect investment in 
..shares. His, in itself, 
them more attractive to ca u t io us 
investors. 

l Additionally, because the 
funds are run by professional 
find -managers, they allow 
iuflhnanals with little cash g et 
access to the kind of investing t 
expertise which they wouldn't 
normally be able to afford. 

Today, there are three 
different types of collective 
investment; unit trusts, invest- 
ment trusts and open-ended 
investment companies - more 
commonly known as Oeics. 

They all offer the chance to 
spread the inherent risks in- 
volved in the stock market by 
investing in a sizeable bundle of 
different companies' shares, 
rather than just one. 

All these collective invest- 
ments reduce the risk by pool- 
ing several investors' cash to 
create Large s ums that ran then 
be invested in a range of dif- 
ferent shares. Then if one share 
drops in price it should have a 
limited effect on the rest of the 
portfolio, so that the overall 
value of the fund remains pretty Diversified risk: Unit trusts < 
solid. the markets’ ups and downs 

Unit trusts, investment trusts 

and Oeics are slightly different especially if you’re new to the 
types of collective investment, equities game,” says Emma 
each with its own advantages. Weiss of the Association of 
A unit trust is a fund split Unit Trusts and Investment 
into equal units which can be Funds ( Autif). “It's conve- 
bought and sold. The price of nient, and cost-effective, and 
a unit fluctuates as it is directly leaves the investment deci- 
linked to the value of the fund; sions to the professionals, who 
if the fund is performing well, have the time and expertise to 
the unit price will be higher, and make your money work for 
vice versa. The more investors you.” 
there are in a unit trust, the An investment trust is a 
more units can be created. company in which anyone can 
There are 22 .categories, of buy qn& sell shares. The cash 
unit trust with around 1,700 raised from the sale of shares 
funds. “It’s the easiest way to ism effect used to invest in other 
Invest in the stock market, companies. There are now 335 



Diversified risk: Unit trusts can help small investors ride 
the markets’ ups and downs 


investment trust companies in 
the UK grouped in 24 different 
sectors but growth seekers have 
their own UK and international 
sectors. 

However, unlike unit trusts, 
investment trust share prices are 
not directly linked to the under- 
lying performance of the in- 
vestment portfolio. As with any 
equity, supply and demand will 
have a large influence on the 
share price as will the overall 
stock market sentiment; al- 
though, if the investment trust 
is performing well that will 
obviously be reflected in the 
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WOOLWICH UK STOCKMARKET FUND PEP 

146 % 

TAX-FREE GROWTH SINCE LAUNCH 


FIRST-CLASS RETURNS FROM THE 
U K’S HIGH-FLYING COMPANIES. 

Your savings could really take off with the Woolwich UK Stockmarket 
Fund PEP. 

The PEP invests in the shares of major British companies like BT, 

Shell and British Airways. Since it was launched on 1.3.91, ft has grown by 
a massive 146.39%*. That’s an average annual return of over 13.9%*. 

Better still, all gains are completely tax-free. 

If you want to expand your financial horizons still further, consider our 
International Managed Fund PEP which invests in the shares of leading 
companies throughout the wodd. Or, for a regular income from a lower-risk 
investment, our Corporate Bond Fund PEP could be just what you're 

looking for. 

You can invest in any of our PEPS from as little as £25 a month 

or with a lump sum of £500 to £6,000. 

To find out more about PEPs, talk to one of our friendly 
advisers Just pop into your local Woolwich branch or call us on the 
number beiow quoting reference ISF14/2. For your security, telephone 

conversations may be ^ ^ smrtmadwi Fund grew 

Of 148.39* wWi (an annual » 

Get much more with the 

WOOLWICH 

0345 62 63 62 

town* address http-JF*ww.v«lwlch.caui. 
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popularity of ils shares. 

“Generally, investment 
trusts have a far belter record 
of growth than any other 
collective form of investment 
over the long term and they 
have the advantage of low man- 
agement charges,” says Andrew 
Barker. chairman of the Asso- 
ciation of Investment Trust 
Companies ( AITC). “They are 
also quoted on the stock mar- 
ket, which means you can easily 
buy and sell their shares." 

The Oeiconly arrived on the 
UK investment scene last year 
and is a cross between its two 
older cousins. Oeics offer shares 
like investment trusts but arc 
open-ended like unit trusts. 
This means that they can alter 
the number of shares they issue 
to match demand. 

Consequently, their share 
price is based directly on the val- 
ue of the fund, rather than 
bending with market sentiment 
as can happen with investment 
trusts. 

Oeics are seen as the future 
of collective investment as they 
are reckoned to be more flexi- 
ble and simpler to understand 
than either of their rival types 
of collective funds. However, 
few investment houses have 
taken up the Oeic challenge to 
date. 

Not all unit trusts, invest- 
ment trusts and Oeics arc al- 
lowed to be put into a personal 
equity plan to gel tax advan- 
tages. Qualifying trusts must 
have at (east 50 per cent of their 
funds invested in UK or EU 
quoted shares, bonds or con- 
vertibles. If you pick a non- 
qualifying trust, which must be 
invested in a stock market 
recognised by the Inland Rev- 
enue, you’ll only be able to in- 
vest up to £1.500 in a PEP, 
rather than the £6,000 in a 
qualifying fund. 

Contact Autif (0171 -S3 1 0S98) 
for more information about 
investing in unit trusts and Oeics 
and the AITC (0171-431 5222) 
for information about invest- 
ment trust companies. 
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Jayesh Manek, winner of the two Sunday Times 
Fantasy Fund Manager Competitions, has 
been given a resounding vote of confidence 
by private investors. 

The Manek Growth Fund has attracted over 
£61 million from more than 16,000 investors 
over the first ten weeks to 1 February 1998. 

Sir John Templeton, the legendary investment 
guru, has transferred £14.5m of his personal 
funds which were already entrusted to Jayesh's 
management into the new Fund. Total funds 
under management now exceed £76 million. 

The Manek Growth Fund and PEP 

The Fund is an Authorised Unit Trust and fully 
PEPable, designed to make Jayesh Manek's 
investment skills available directly to all investors. 
The Fund targets outstanding growth 
opportunities principally through investment in 
UK equities. It is intended that the Fund will not 
invest in unquoted companies. 



Manek 

investments 


The Manager is Manek Investment Managemen 
Limited. Its Chairman is Stanislas Yassukovfch CBE, 
a former Deputy Chairman of toe London Stock 
Exchange and currently Chairman of EASDAQ- 
The Hon Crispin Money-Coutts, Head of 
International Private Banking, Coutts & Co is 
a non-executive director. The Royal Bank of 
Scotland pic are the Trustees of the Fund. 

Act now 

You can still invest in the Manek Growth Fund and 
PEP from £1,000 lump sum or £50 monthly. With 
the end of toe PEP year approaching, the Fund 
offers an excellent opportunity to combine capital 
growth potential with the tax benefits of a PEP. 

For a brochure complete the coupon below 

or call 0800 783 6060 

Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm. Quoting ref IND15.02. 

You too could become a winning investor. 

r To: Investor Services, Manek Investment Management ltd, 
i PO Box 17071, London EC3V 9NA. TeL 0171 615 7070. 

1 Mease send me further information on 

] Manek Growth Fund Q 

j Manek Growth PEP □ PEP Transfer □ 

I 

■ Print Name Mr/Mr tfW 


a winning way with investment L== 

/rTvt-rtmenE (n the i*Air»eA Crourtfi Fund Aoutl be made orVy an tlK hast of the scheme pxUcuiirs and key fmhtf 
United, PO Bo* 17071. London EC3V9NA. Please remember that the value of an Investment in a untttnw ane tti 
rate varidtonf, and you may not eel back the amount invested. Current tax levels and reSefe may change and tta 
announced that firm 6 April 1999 the income tax credit will no longer be redtanabte in a PER Other tax benefit 
at that time. Past performance n not netnsarfy a guide to future performance. Mare* Investment Management 


tax benefits may change with the planned Inbpdi 
magement Lkrtted is regulated by iMRO and the 


Introduction of IndhndiiaJ Savings Accounts 
id the Personal Investment Authority. 
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investment opportunity, 


j return the coupon or 


c- ' mV.-. 


» Vt 


quoting ref. QKY. Calls are recorded for your security. 


'Based on an oSer price of 62.78p on 06*2/98, the PEP wflt hire been paying monthly income u a me eqmvxtem to 7,l49fc amw per mum Ptemse 
remember that pan performance is ax necessarily a guide to fahire remras-The price or anus and income tom diem can go down as well as op, 
thereTote current income level* may not be sustained and yon may not get back what you invest. Tb maintain current income, potential for capital 
growth may be foregone. Any mgiffl c anf change in huerest rates would substantially affect the capital value of the fond. Securities held may have a 
current value higher than their ul timate maturity value. The tax treatment of PEPs will be subject ro statutory fo April 1999 . At this time the 

value of tax savings and eligibility to invest w31 alter. 

Pom to: Age Concern Financial Services, FREEPOST CV 1057, Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 9BR. Please remember that we 
never make your name md address avafldsie 10 other argamsanonj omside Age Cancan end its Hbatdi&ries and the Commercbl Umon Gronn of 
axnpeniek NamraHy, we win ocaafonBlly ieD you about our other product* or services, winch may be of interest to you. Age Cm ttrm Emerarises 
Limited, trading as Age Concern P m a n oal Services, are an lnmxlnner Hrm only to the Commercial Union Marketing Group which is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority for the purposes of advising on and s rlhng Life Assurance and Pensions, Unit Tfcusts, U CiTS and PEPs K^o^. r 
Gamocnaal Union's name. Regincred Address: Age Concern Enterprises Limited, Astral House, 1268 London Road, London SW16 «ER. Rematered 
No. 3156159. Age Concern England a a Registered Charity. Approved Aw issue by Commercial Unku Financial Managaomi Inteniaiiot^^^^^ 
who are a member of the Commensl Unioo Marketing Group which a regulated by the Personal Investment Authority for investment bustness. 

Yes. I would like to know more about tax-free returns from the Monthly Income Plus PEP. 

Please send me my information pack and application forms. ' 

If yon wnuld prefer ti«roKjaveinlflriii«ion on any other Commereial Union piothicpi nr ■Pri nrwi J pi wi«^ wrfcih, y tv,, □ a ^ 

Mrftto/Miss/Ms Sti mams., . iqj L 1 1| 

First nanefcj /) .ftt/t t 

Address f 


County. 


.Postcode. 


FINANCIAL 

slrvicls 




<0 m 



the independent 
Saturday m February 1^8 
12 _ 


12/PEP SURVEY 


*:•; ’"-v “S' 

v .y. 










•••******.-_ • 




Savings that don’t lose their PEP 


When considering 
investing in a PER 
it's easy to forget 
about charges. But 
as Simon Head 
explains, this could 
be a costly mistake 


CHARGJES levied by P£P man- 
agers can maire a real difference 

to VOPT eventual gains In fart, ff 

the charges are too high, it could 
mean that your investment may 
never return its original value. If 
that sounds far-fetched, then 


Themaih&^whendedd- 
mgona PEP should be your view 
of its hkdy performance. Bat 
charges are ako important 
Now, mane than ever; charges 
are to the fore; The weeks up to 
the end of the texy^cm5 April 


Virgin Direct and fidelity have 
done away with up-front charges 


1 as high as 5 
per cent This means £300 lost 
from a £6,000 investment 
If shares go through a dull 
patch, it could take some time for 
your investment . to regain its 
original worth. In effect it Deeds 
to grow by 5 per cent to recover, 

and that’s before considering any 


THE INDEPEN DENT 

Free guide to mar Erg the 
most of your inves orients 



Address. 


-Postcofel 


Tel (m STD). 


pi Tick Sis box d yen iKuU pffilBr nol to veqAib Mkt rtwi MUon on 
t— 1 Wesleyan Assurance i iw e s t me ra services M.127Q5 


M.1Z7S5 


Scn> to: Independent Wesleyan Assurance Free Guide 

FREEPOST HD 00001. Swindon INN 2T3? 1XZ 


ing PEft, as pefjpfe txy to make 
the most of their allowances be- 
fore the pppprtdtri^ disappears. 
Accwtlingty, TOdagers are of- 
fering dettxntfs^ special 

Nat West, for instance, has 
halved initial charges on eight of 
its unit trust PER. This coaid 
mean a saving of between £118 
and £153. 

Wesleyan Financial Services, 
a life insurer which has expand- 
ed into PEPs, has also slashed ini- 
tial charges on its Wesleyan 
Growth unit trust from 4 to 3 per 
cent The company levies a L5 per 

cent annual mannge mf»nt c ha r ge 

on its product, which ranked 
64th out of 136 funds in its sec- 
tor in the year to February. 

Foreign & Colonial is offering 
two for the price of one for tirose 
who take out an investment trust 
PEP with the group before the 
end of the tax year, and then an- 
other in the 19^99 taxyear. The 
£50 initial charge on the second 
will be waived. 

Fidelity, like many other man- 
agers, has chosen to go the dis- 
count route by offering 1 percent 
off the initial charge on its in- 
vestment trust PEP range. 

There are plenty of other 
offers, and many low-cost PEP 
managers simply point out that 
they have oo initial charges. Com- 
panies such as Legal & General, 


have attracted much of the new 
PEP business, especially as many 

others sriH make an initial char ge 
up to 5 per cent. 

The low-cost providers have 
also pared annual management 
charges to the bone. Virgin Dir- 
ect and fidelity charge just 0.7per 
cent a year, while Legal & Gen- 
eral charges just 05 per ceoL Most 
PEP managers tnaly. an annual 
charge of around 15 percent. 

The savings can be consider- 
able if you choose a lowcost PEP. 
But is therea downside? Well, yes. 
The reason that companies such 
as Virgin Direct and Legal & 
General can afford to slash 
charges e became they’ve ent back 
on costs by cutting out fond man- 
agement altogether. 

Instead, they rely an funds that 
replicate average market perfor- 
mance. They do this by using 
tracker foods that simply bey all, 

ora representative sample, of the 
shares in a particular index, such 
as the FT-SE 100 or the AD 
Share index Many PEP managers 
have followed this route of no ini- 
tial charges. 

The average annual manage- 
ment charge for a PEP now 
stands at around 15 per cent. If 
any one is markedly more ex- 
pensive than this, you should 
only really consider buying into 
their PEP if you think they can of- 
fer remarkably better investment 
returns than anyone else. 

Also when looking at PEPs. 
check to see whether there are any 


cut their initial dwiges, only to sly- 
ly introduce exit charges. These 
penalise you if you take your cash 
out (rfth^ investment M&G for 
instance is guilty of charging 45 
per cent if you cash your PEP in 
before the year is out, although 
its charges dropyearbyyear. Le- 


Others simply charge a lump 
sum - Henderson, for example, 
charges £20. 

One final point to watch out 
for is the bid/ offer spread, the dif- 
ference between the cost ofbuy- 
ing and selling a PEP. For 
example. Royal & Sun Alliance 
is offering a low-cost tracker PEP 
with no initial charges and an an- 
nual management foe of just GL3 
per cent. But its bkV offer spread 
is 55 per cent, which negates the 
price advantage on offer, com- 
pared to Legal & General, at least. 

One way to cut the impact of 
charges is to buy your PEP 
through a discount shop. All ad- 
visers earn commission from the 
PEP provider every time they sell 
a plan. Incxrlcr to oScr a discount, 
the brokers have been spotting the 
commission with customers, 
which si gnifican tly brings down 
the charges. 


The Independent has published a 
free ‘Guide to Making Your In- 
vestments WbricforYou'. The 
guide, by Steve Lodge, personal 
finance editor on The Indepen- 
dent on Sunday', is sponsored by 
Wesleyan Financial Services, It is 
available by coding 0800 
1379749. Or fill in die coupon 
on page 11 
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A new unit trust from Jupiter 
that offers you the world 
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Jg nvestment opportunities know no boundaries. So Jupiter 
have launched a new, fully PEPablefund which will seek long- 
term growth wherever it can be found throughout the world. 

Jupiter’s Global Opportunities fund will focus on high- 
quality medium and small companies principally in the UK, 
Europe and the USA. 

There will be some exposure to Far Eastern and emerging 
markets. As solutions emerge to problems in the Far East, 
we see the region having potential for a strong recovery and 
will look to take advantage of opportunities as they arise. 


The Fund will benefit from a team of experienced 
managers following the active management principles which 
have led to Jupiter becoming one of the strongest performing 
unit trust groups and PEP providers. 

Join Jupiter’s investment world. Talk to your financial 
advisor, call free on the number below or return the coupon. 



Jupiter 


i&aders Isa ss©?f©i?KsaK< 3 s 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 98 


To: Investor Support Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ud., Knightsbridge House, 197 Knightsbridge, London SW7 1RB 
Ptease send me further Information on; The Jupiter Global Opportunities Fund Q The Jupiter PEP Q 


Print Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) - 


Address — 


Post Code — Ind14,02 


f'elea&ng banks. The veluaol an Investment In Bur* trust 

Jupiter Unit Hurt W ZmtSnSr rMwWm and^iw^9*t**fte an^Inv^ ^cW ttlPle^Bnd 
and Bib income from t can 9? nm ba mdafcnabte fra PBPtan SAprt 1998. Overtax benatts may change wtth ttw ptamad trmxftjatan d a n aw pata ma nc e 

ft wasannounceennthe July ^ s » be tatan tan capM ef Mh & home Raid. wwmo That ana High income ftjnd. 

is i»t necessarily a guide to ^ unsum ottlw sutahlfty cl thta 10550,15 m8, 

nnyrth. ftrvour security WB Krtohetridoa. London SW i FIB. Scheme pwtaita*aitffcey*«wwdQajmenttmflyatatw<*^^ 



Pay day: make your PEP work for you instead 


Photograph: Hukon Detksch 


How to yield an income 


^CockS^ 


THE chief merit of PEPs is that 
any income your plan generates 
is free of all income tax. You 
therefore earn more than you 
might obtain from high street 

hunk and forMing variety depost 

accounts, albeit with some risk. 

If you have a self-select PEP, 
you can go for companies that 
pay out high dividends. But 
watch ouL High yield is by def- 
inition high risk. 

If like most investors you opt 
for a general PEP and have your 
money managed professionally, 
you can look at high-yielding unit 
and investment trusls. But these 
days, most do not offer that high 
a yield. M&G Extra Income, one 
of the more popular high income 
unit trusts, currently yields un- 
der 45 percent This means that 
for every £100 invested, you can 
expect less than £450 in income. 

But don't despair. Since July 
1995, corporate bond PERs have 
been available. There are now 
some 60 different ones on offer 
and most of them currently yield 
around 7 per cent or more. 

Corporate bond PEPs, not to 
be confused with corporate 
PEPS which invest in a compa- 
ny's ordinary shares, are often 
seen as safer investments than 
conventional plans. 

They are lower risk because 
they invest in fibred-interest 
bonds and other securities issued 
by companies. But at the end of 
the day, the stock is only as good 
as the company that ksucs it You 
would be right if you expected 
the yield on Marks & Spencer or 
BP to be lower than that of a 
small engineering company. The 
risk with a corporate bond port- 
folio is dependent on the mix of 


Tony Lyons and 
Simon Read discuss 
one of the other 
key advantages of 
PEPs - boosting 


l.S -A 


income 


different types of stock. ^ The yield 
the PEP offers depends on the 
fund manager's strategy. 

What they will all have in 
common is that they are set up 
to generate income. In effect they 
are fixed-interest bonds issued by 
companies to raise money. In- 
vestors are therefore lending a 
company money fora fixed time 
and receiving interest on the loan. 

Convertibles are similar ve- 
hicles in that, like corporate 
bonds, they offer a fixed rate of 
interest, but also offer investors 
the chance to convert their op- 
tion into shares. R>r that reason 
they offer lower returns than cor- 
porate bonds, but do have the ex- 
tra potential of enjoying the 
capital growth associated with 
equities. Convertibles have 
therefore often been promoted 
as a relatively low-risk entry 
into the equity market. 

When comparing yields it's 
worth bearing in mind two 
things, the risks and the charges. 
There axe often two yields quot- 
ed on corporate bond PEPS, the 
“running yield" and the “gross 
redemption yield”. 

The first relates to the current 
estimated level of income you'll 
get, but this can be misleading 
because it takes no account of 


any capital gains or losses. 

The notion of capital rising . 
or falling in this type of invest- 
ment may seem confusing, but 
that’s because while there may 
be fixed interest on offer, there 
is no guarantee on the capital. 
Bond prices go up and down'ae- 
cording to the prevailing maiket. 
conditions. The timing of baying 
and selling can affect the return. 
So don’t be fooled by advertse- . 
meats of “guaranteed” income 
or yield, which hide the fad that 
your capital may be at risk.- 

Gross redemption yield in 
fact gives a better indication of 
the return on your investment in 
a corporate bond PEP as it 
takes into account gains or los- 
es on capital, as,wefl as income. 

How should you choose a 
corporate bond PEP? Obvious- 
ly the yield is important but you 
should also take into account 
charges. H3gb charges will erode 
your capital quite quickly when* ; 
as in an equity-linked PER the. 
growth should offset this. 

Some managers still make an 
initial charge ofup to 5 per cent. 

The annual charge is impor- 
tant asyouwffl have to pay it each 
year. This ranges between 05 
and 1.25 per cent, with most be- 
ing under 1 per cent 

But watch out Some man- 
agers boost the income generat- 
ed by their fund at the expense 
of investors' capital. They can do 
this ty taking their mamjpsurietrt 
charges out of capital rather 
than out of income generated.. 

As corporate bonds will only 
give modest capital gains^if any, 
when compared with ordinary 
shares, this wsy of takingtut an- 
nual charges can erode, capital. 
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TAX-FREE PEP 
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Even in the city , slip ups can so 
easily be avoided. 


If you're not careful those fist steps Into the tax-free savings world of PEPs can seem a tide- 
complex and. worse stfll paved with hidden drains on your investment But there is a simple wav ' 
around the problem. The Scottish Investment Trust PEP. ’ 


WithonJy one flat chot^of £30tplus VAT] leach year, regardless of how many PEPs you have with 
us, there's no danger of you getting Jess than full value on 3 ™ • 

your investment 
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An investment that performs out of its sldn with consistently 
higher returns from a truly global basket of equities. 


NO BfTfiY COSTS, EXIT FEES Oft 
MINIMUM TERM 








Amnual fee just £30 plus v«r 


f!; ,, , 


So make i t easy on yourself. Simply fiJJ in the coupon or call 
our FREEFONE NUMBER. It amid prooe very fruitful indeed. 


From just £100 res month 




One of the world's largest 
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